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THOUGHTS FROM THE STUDY WINDOW 
or . . .  "WHEN IS A CENTENARY NOT A CENTENARY?" 

by PHILIP JOHNSTON 

ORIGINALLY charged by your editor to write an article about the centenary o� <?ur then new �uildings on the West Park Road site, 
it is with some chagrin that I write that we are now a year out of date because It IS pretty certain that the centenary of the West Park 
Road buildings should have been celebrated in 1985, despite the implication of the heading of Chapter Six of the school's history. 
'The. School on the Hill 1886 - 1919'. 

Brian Lewis, now reading H istory at Ba ll iol  
College, Oxford; a nd t h e  aut hor of a most useful 
little book ca lled ' Life i n  a Cotto n  Town 1 8 1 8  -
1 848' - (£1 . 50 availa ble from Seed & Gabbutts 
and ot her distributors) reminds me t hat t h e  
st ruct u re was finished a n d  used i n  Michaelmas 
Term 1 884. The old Blackburn Times for July 5t h 
1 884 ment ions 't he splendid st ruct u re which is 
now a ll but completed a nd which sta nds as a 
last i ng monu ment to t h e  mun ificence of t h e  
gentlemen a nd neighbourhood'. A n  advert ise
ment on August 2nd quotes 'work will be 
resumed in t he new buildings on West Park 
Road on M onday, August 4t h' and on August 9t h 
t h e  editor wrot e  - 'The New Grammar School :  
Wit hout forma lity, possession has been taken 
of t h e  fi ne new premises adjoining t he pa rk, 
erected by the governors of t he Gra mmar School 
of Queen E lizabet h and t he school will hence
fort h  be ca rried o n  in the commodious rooms so 
provided'. 

If we have lost t he opport u n ity of celebrat i n g  
one cent enary, surely we must now a l l  be 
anxiously looking forwa rd to t he long:awa ited, 
much delayed new build ings, designed by 
Messrs. Bray and Sing leton of Lyt ha m  St . Annes 
for bot h an extension on the ma i n  school site 
and a lso a different development at the Harrison 
P laying Fields at La mmack. Bot h schemes have 
been much h i ndered by complicated stories of 
pla n ning decisions, shape of buildings, availa
bi l ity of services, a nd, of course, a bove a l l  t he 
wherewit ha l  to finance such buildings to match 
t he munificence of our forebears and to provide 
a nd prepare for fut ure generat ions of boys a n d  
g irls. 

Excit ing pla n s  a re now very much i n  t h e  sight 
of t h e  Governing Body a nd its building sub
committee, and a staff/ governors/a rchitects 
consultative committee has bu rnt the midnight 
oi l  in ensuring maximum building in keeping 
with the latest academic t h ought, for it is 
quite clea r - o n  our constructed site -t hat a fter 
t h is, no more building ca n a ctually be done 
wit h i n  t he curt i la g e  of our present boundaries. 
The acquisition of Adelaide House (the former 
Christ ia n Science Church) eighteen months ago 
a n d  of  t he Dukes Cl iffe Hotel nine months ago 
has provided us with t h e  ext ra space we so 
urgently needed, but - unfort u nately - has not 
precluded a ra sh of temporary classrooms at 
p resent disfiguring o u r  car pa rks a n d  upper ya rd. 
I n  the latter place, even t hat most enduring of 
conveniences, t h e  boys' toi lets, have fa l len 
vict i m  t o  t h e  demolit io n  gang, a n d  it  is a very 
interest ing experience to look across to t h e  
school t o  a view which i s  n o w  su bsta nt ia l ly 
different t o  one obta inable i n  the last t hree
quarters of a centu ry; �ould t hat our previous 
a rchit ects a cent ury ago had not put the boilers 
and chi mney stack right i n  t he cent re of 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 9) 

Artist's impression of the imposing new extension to the main school on West Park Road. 

PRESIDENTIAL 
KNIGHTHOOD 

IN November 1984, t h e  Ann ua l  
General Meeting of the OBA 
a ppo inted Kenneth Durham i nto 
P residential Office. The 1985 New 
Years Honours List bestowed a 
knight hood on our P resident a n d  
w e  extend our hearty congrat u
lat ions to Sir Kennet h  on t h is 
honour. 

The once resea rch scient ist is 
present ly cha irman of U n i lever 
P LC, t he B rit ish side of the Anglo
Dutch firm which is one of t h e  
largest compa n ies i n  t he wo rld.  

Born i n  Blackburn i n  1924, Sir  
Kenneth was i n  the RAF during 
World War 2 a n d  subsequently 
gained a fi rst class honours degree 
i n  physics from Manchester 
U n iversity. He joined Uni lever at 
Port Sunl ight i n  1950 as a research 
scient ist a n d  progressively moved 
t h rough t he orga nisat ion to 
become a member of  t h e  t h ree
man com mittee t hat cont rols 
Uni lever world-wide. 

Sir Kenneth is Vice-cha irman of 
the Liverpool School of Tropica l  
Medicine a nd a Trustee of t h e  
Leverhulme Trust .  Last yea r Ma n
chester University conferred a n  
honorary doctorat e of Law degree 
to Sir Kenneth.  
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Scapa Group plc 
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AUTU M N , 1 985 

OBITUARIES 
It is with regret that we record the deaths during the past year of the following 
Old Blackburnians. We offer our deepest sympathy to their families. 

NORMAN JEPSON . 
MANY old boys wil l  be saddened to learn t hat Mr. Norman Jepson ( 1 9 1 9-1 922) 
died at the a ge of 78 i n  Our La dy of Compassion Hospita l, Blackburn. Norman 
Jepson was a man of n u merous pa rt s  a nd wil l  be missed in many circles, 
especia lly for his services to Queen El izabet h's. We reproduce a t ribute to h i m  
b y  Wil l ia m  Ha re. 

"Following t h e  deat h of Norman Jepson, I t h i n k  it is perhaps a ppropriate 
t hat I should write a few words of a ppreciat ion of his outsta nding serv ices, not 
o n ly to Queen El izabeth's  Gramma r  School, but a lso to t h e  community of 
Blackburn. 

It so happens t hat o n  the 6t h J u ne, 1 956, I was a ppointed a Governor of 
Queen Elizbeth's  G ra m ma r  School a nd Mr. Jepson was a ppointed a Governor 
a lso o n  t h is date, and on t he 26t h  April, 1 961 , I beca me Chairman of t h e  
Governors and on t h e  5t h February, 1 964 ,  M r .  Jepson beca m e  Vice Chairman of 
t he Govenors, an office which he held u nt i l  t h e  9t h February, 1 977. During t h ose 
years, I must say t hat no Chairman oft h e  governing body could have wished for 
a better Vice Chairman. 

Norman fort u nately was an ea rly riser a nd I knew exact ly where t o  fi nd h i m  
i n  town a t  8 o'clock on Wednesday a nd Friday morni ngs, so w e  often used t o  
have informal discussions a t  m y  office between 8.30 a n d  9.00 a . m .  if w e  had a n y  
difficulties t o  resolve. 

In t h i s  respect he was a most u nusua l  Governor, beca use I could a lm ost rely 
on receiving a letter from him t he morning after a Governors' meet ing, sett ing 
out h is suggest ions for disposing of va rious difficult ies which had a risen at the 
meet i n g  o n  t he previous day. Fortunately, his views a nd mine a lm ost inva riably 
co-incided on which procedures we should a dopt for running the School, 
part icularly i n  respect to becom ing independent when di rect g ra nt status was 
lost a nd a lso later on in admitt ing g irls to t h e  6t h form. We were a lso fortunate 
during most of our joint period of office i n  having as Headmaster Douglas 
Coulson a nd Ronald Hunter as Bu rsa r, a nd t hey in t heir t u rn were good to work 
wit h ,  a nd t hey a lso very much a ppreciat ed Norman Jepson's l i ne of a pproach 
a nd h is advice, as I am sure so did t h e  present Headmaster, P hi l ip  Joh n ston. 

Norman had a good sense of humour which was rat her sat i rica l i n  style.and 
on fi rst meet ing h i m  a st ra nger might be a little bewildered by his direct method 
of observat ion u po n  people a nd l ife i n  genera l .  He was, however, an excellent 
compa nion a nd had a most remarka ble knowledge not only of the hist ory of 
Blackburn but a lso t h e  history of many of t h e  people who lived in t h e  Borough 
and a lso many people in all wa lks of life. He was for many yea rs the Secretary of 
Wal pa mur Manufact u ring Company i n  Darwen a nd he was a lso a Just ice of t he 
Peace for t h e  Borough of Blackburn a nd a Commissioner of Income Tax .  In 
addit ion t o  t his, he was a member of one oft h e  London Livery Compa n ies a nd a 
Freeman of t h e  City of London. 

But all i n  a l l ,  he was very d evoted t o  his sister and brot her with whom he 
l ived a nd a lso devoted t o  the School of which he was an old boy. His com
peta nce wa s outsta nding and he will be sadly missed by ma ny." 

JAMES McLELLAN 
JAMES McLELLAN died ea rli e r  in t he yea r, aged 72. After leaving Queen 
El iza bet h's he t ra i ned at Chester College and went to teach at St . Aidan's CE 
P rimary School, Blackburn. He served with t h e  Roya l Corps of Signals  d u ring 
the wa r and was t hen a ppointed headmaster of St . Silas's e E  Junior School, 
Blackburn, where he ta u g ht for more t ha n  25 yea rs. Mr. McLellan, of P reston 
New Road, Blackburn, was a n  active member of St . Silas's Church a n d  a fou. nder 
member of Blackburn Art s  Club i n  1 947, a nd was president at t he t i me of his 
deat h .  He was a keen a mateur fi lm ma ker a n d  a lso chairman of t h e  t rustees of 
Sa mlesbury Ha l l .  He leaves his lII( ife, Hi lda, and da ughters E l iza bet h ,  Marga ret 
a n d  Janet. His funeral took place at St . Silas's Church, followed by cremat ion 
at P leasington. 

DR. FRANK WILD 
DR. FRANK WILD ( 1 927-35). After leaving Queen E l izabet h's he went to Down
ing College, Ca mbridge, g raduat i ng i n  ' natural sciences. He wa s a Fellow a nd 
Tutor of Downing College from 1 945 and a senior tutor from 1 950-66, 
becom ing a resea rch chem ist in t he depa rtment of medicine. As Deputy 
Register in 1 966 he i nt roduced 'job eva luat ion' which was a contraversial move. 
Appointed secretary of the U nive rsity of Ca mbridge Loca l Exa m i nations 
Syndicate i n  1 972 he waged a losing battle against t he a ma lgamation oft h e  GCE 
O-Level and CSE exa m inat ions for the 10 yea rs he held the post .  

ROYHIGHAM 
M R .  ROY HIGHAM ( 1 954-59) died suddenly at his home, Whinney Lane, 
Blackburn on 1 9t h  October, 1 984. 

WILLlAM ROSS 
M R .  WILLlAM ROSS ( 1 938-43) died in Blackbu rn Royal Infi rmary on 1 7t h  April 
1 985. As a chartered auctioneer and estate agent he was well known i n  Black
burn as a part ner in the estate a g ents Mortimer, Gorse a n d  Ross. 
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ALBERT EASTHAM 
GOES TO ZIMBABWE AND PAKISTAN 

Albert Eastham,. M.A., M.Sc., who was in school 1946-51, and on the staff 1960-65, now lectures in Oxford. 
He writes here about two Easter "expeditions" to Zimbabwe and Pakistan. 

When you think of Zimbabwe you may think of 
Robert Mugabe, David Livi ngstone and the 
Victoria Falls. I n  many ways Zimbabwe is the 
best kept secret i n  Africa. Most of the tourists 
are from South Africa and Zambia, yet the 
charm of this country lies i n  its simpl icity, i n  its 
warm sunshine throughout the year, in its 
magnificent wide skies, in its friendly people, 
and in a high standard of service and efficiency. 

If you are disenchanted with life in industrial 
East Lancashire, there are many interesti ng 
p rofessional opportu nities i n  H a rare and Bula
wayo. For £30,000 you can buy a beautiful 
detached house with swi mming pool and tennis 
court, although there are certain d ifficu lties in 
getting your money out of the country after
wards. 

There is general agreement that the economy 
is quite sound, and that the worst is over for the 
whites. Po litica! ly the country is moving 
towards a one-party state, in line with other 
African countries. Robert Mugabe and Joshua 
Nkomo are trying to form a political a l l iance, 
even though it is doubtful whether Zanu PF and 
Zapu can, after 20 years, reconcile their 
differences. Watchful observers tend to believe 
that the deeprooted divisions between the 
country's 80% Shona tribe and the Ndebele wil l  
continue. 

ODA sent two accountants and myself to 
ana lyse the financial problems i n  local govern
ment, with special reference to the training of 
accountants. Upon independence in Apri l ,  1 980 
a lot more p rofessional people left Zimbabwe, 
and there was a particu lar shortage of accoun
tants in town and county hal l .  Add to this the 
newly formed councils, with a black majority, 
keen to over-spend, and you are beg inning to 
appreciate some of the difficu lties. 

After a night i n  Meikles at £40 for a bed, 
but where everybody meets everybody in 
H arare, we moved out into an excellent fa mily 
hotel .  The Bronte. This is excellent value for 
money, and I recommend you to stay here. For 
us it was a short walk at 07 .30 to the Govern
ment Offices i n  the 23 storey Earl Grey Bui lding.  
Al most a l l  the Permanent Secretaries are now 
black, and where lan Smith had only promoted 
the whites, the reverse is now true. Loyalty to 
the political party also pays good dividends i n  
one's promotion p rospects. 

H a rare is at 1 ,500 metres, and in April it was 
arou nd 86° F, so not unpleasantly hot, and a l l  the 
offices were a i r-conditioned. We made dozens 
of visits and interviews to all the professional 
accounting bodies, to the University and the 
P o lytechnic, and to the City Treasury. lan 
Gal letly, the Treasurer of H arare, used to have 
a di rect l i ne to Mug abe, such was his impor
tance, and even today he is a very powerful 
character, control l ing a budget of £lOOm. 

Zimbabwe is three times the size of England, 
and it  was necessary to visit several other towns. 
We were given a six seater plane, pilot and two 
senior mandarins, one white, one black, to 
accompany us on our whistle-stop tour around 
the country. There does not appear to be any 
rust i n  Zimbabwe, and it  is therefore a vintage 
car museum at large. Beautiful saloons of the 
1 950's drove us to the Regional Admin istrator, 
to the Town Clerk, to the P rincipal of the local 
Technical College. 

My most u nforgettable memory is Easter 
week-end i n  the Zambezi River Lodge a few 
miles from the Victoria Falls. This must be the 
country's top tourist attraction. Not only is it 
unspoilt by T-shirt vendors and by commercialism, 
but it is sti l l  the paradise which David Living
stone described when he became the first white 
man to view the Falls in 1 855. I magine a waterfal l  

PRESIDENT 

GENERAL 

MOHAMMED 

ZIA UL-HAQ 

ROBERT MUGABE ALBERT EASTHAM Who declined to be photographed 

1 ,700 metres wide, 1 00 metres high, and with 
1 20,000,000 gal lons of water per minute pouring 
over. The spray rises 450 metres. Pay £30 for a 1 5  
m inute " Fl ight of the Angels", over and around 
the falls: it's wel l  worth it for spectacu lar aerial 
photographs. 

My biggest surprise was on day two, when 
attending an Evangelical Ang l ican Church i n  a 
very posh suburb of H a rare. Upon entering the 
foyer of Avondale P a rish Church, I looked at a 
large oi l  painting of the Rev. Peter Hal l ,  now a 
Bishop of Southwark. Peter had been rector 
there for many years. When he was H ead Boy at 
O.E.G.S.  in 1 949, he had fined me six pence for 
cl imbing out of a 5 Science classroom window ! 

The following April took me to Pa kistan to do 
some management lectures for senior public 
sector officals. The U N DP were paying, so one 
flies out in style, and stays at the best club in 
Lahore, a city of three m i l l ion, and unq ues
tionably the cultural, artistic and architectural 
centre of Pa kistan. 

Pakistan is just over twice the size of Zim
babwe, or as large as France and West Germany. 
At present the country is supporting several 
mi l l ion Afg han refugees, and the autocratic 
P resident General Mohammad Zia UI-Haq has to 
steer a careful di plomatic policy with his 
formidable neighbours, especially the USSR and 
China. When thi ngs get too hot for him, he is 
expected to disappear to his bolt-hole i n  Texas. 

A labourer earns £2 a day, a bus driver £4 a 
day, a desk clerk in the H i lton Hotel £5 a day, but a 

Permanent Secretary with the Civil  Service, £ 1 6  a 
day together with excellent fringe benefits such 
as a house, car, two o r t h ree servants, telephone, 
entertainment al lowance and free travel within 
Pakistan. My students were aged about 40 years, 
and were of the Senior P ri ncipal grade. A few of 
them might make it to the top. 

They were very helpful and completely 
trustwort hy. Good Muslims that they were 
prevented them from drinking, i n  fact, duri ng' a 
month in the country I drank more fruit juices 
and less alcohol than I've ever done before. Out
side of cl ass, we played squash, badminton and 
scrabble. They are expert racquet players in spite 
of their  excess weight. The pyjama type trousers 
which they wear, the Shulware Khameez, hides 
their growing waistline, and thus they don't 
notice the extra inches. They also grow upwards, 
and at 8' 3" , P akistan boasts the tal lest man i n  the 
world. 

Like Zimbabwe, traffic is on the left, but here 
one has the heterogeneity. One is forced to 
battle with noisy scooters and motor-bikes, with 
heavily loaded trucks, with cattle and pedes
trians, and with two or three people on one 
bicycle. There is a tremendous sense of colour, 
noise and smel l .  

I wouldn't l i ke to b e  a woman i n  P akistan, 
because it's very much a man's world. Women 
are expected to do the housework, to bring up 
the chi l dren, and to hover i n  the background, 
very much the servant of their husband. Of the 
17 participants on our course they were al l  male, 
which seems to imply a policy of discrimination 
against the ladies. 

During April the temperature reached 1 04° F, 
and therefore the swi mming pool was most 
welcome. It's a wonder that I didn't get webbed 
feet since I swam 23 miles in the club pool. My 
base was a delightful old institution, The 
P u njab Club, which also offered a fu l l-sized 
snooker table. H a rry, a Swed ish pediatrician, 
was also staying i n  the club, so we middle-aged 
gents pl ayed many games of snooker in the 
evenings. 

At weekends we would visit the Badshati or 
I m perial Mosque, said to be the largest i n  
t h e  world, since 1 00,000 attend o n  important 
religious days. Its domes and del icate minarets 
are a landmark for m i les around. Nearby is the 
old Fort built  400 years ago by the Emperor of 
the day. 

Three treasures were omitted (a) the Kara 
Koram H ighway, which it took 20 years to bui ld, 
and at one time 1 5,000 Pa kistani and and 1 0,000 
Chi nese were working on the project. This two 
lane highway is 842 mi les and reaches 1 5,072' o n  
t h e  Chi nese border. Perm its a r e  necessary t o  
travel on this wonder o f  modern Pa kistan, 
completed in 1 979. 
(b) the Khyber Pass which i n  1 586 was part of the 
Grand Trunk Road from Kabul to Del h i .  
( c )  Baltistan, t h e  m a i n  climbing centre, where, 
within a radius of 15 mi les there are 10 of the 
world's 30 highest mountains. 

Like James H i lton i n  ' Lost Horizon' one begins 
to think of early retirement and a return trip to 
these scenically superb mounta i ns. It's said that 
the locals eat dried apricots and live to be 1 00 !  
Certain ly t h e  apricot tea is refreshing. 

Travel l ing does broaden the mind, and it's a 
real education. I just hope that more of my con
temporaries at O.E.G.S.  will make the effort to 
travel to the Old Boys' Dinner in December. See 
you there. 

TELEGRAM GREETINGS 
FROM HONG KONG 

Chairman, Headmaster, 
Distinguished guests and Old Boys 

Greetings and warm seasonal wishes, with a toast to 
the School from the Old Blackburnians in Hong Kong. 

NORMAN HAWORTH 1940-46 
MICK CATLOW 1952-59 
CHRIS LUND 1961-68 
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LETTER FROM AMERICA 
'WARM trans-Atlantic links continue' says Head Master, who was delighted to 
tell 'Magister' that no less than three sixth-form leavers have enjoyed six months 
in America and Canada under the English-Speaking Union, North American 
Schoolboy/girl exchange system. 

Dear S i r, 

T he Ashvi l le  School, Asheville, 
North Carolina. 28806. 

4th June. 1985. 

Having sa id that I wou ld write, I'm sorry it ha s taken this lon g .  School is now 
over, so at  least I am a ble to look at the yea r  as a whole. You wi l l  be pleased to 
hear that I managed to graduate without too much difficu lty. G ra duation was 
on Saturday an d I have rema ined at school a few further days before leaving 
on my travels. 

The su bjects that I took were U .S .  History, U.S. En gl i sh, French and the 
phi losophies of the Western Man , together with cou rses in speech an d 
computer stu d ies. While these su bjects were not the most enjoya ble for me, 
for the pu rpose of 'widening my horizons' they were certa in ly the best. Thou g h  
t h e  standard o f  work wa s ea sier, t h e  amount o f  homework d i d  n o t  prevent me 
from doing other things. There a re many highl ights of my time here, which 
I ' l l  be del ighted to tell you a bout when I get home. However I ' l l  mention just 
a few. 

We had a f reak period of cold weather and sn ow in Februa ry when the 
temperature fel l  to -22°F, 13°F below the previous lowest record. While there 
was snow on the g round sti l l ,  a hike was announced for anyone who wanted 
to go. Being gu l l ible I put my na me forwa rd. When I a rrived at  7.00 a . m .  the 
next morn in g  I was su rprised to fin d no other student wanting to go. My anxiety 
increased measu ra bly when being handed cram pons and an ice axe. To shorten 
the story I wa s further a la rmed when I wa s informed that this was a memorial 
hike for one of a previou s  group who had plun ged to his death.  We left at  7.00 
a .m.,  retu rn ed at  11.00 p.m., clim bing initia l ly in 6 in ches of snow increasing 
g ra dua l ly to f ou r  feet of sn ow on the su mmit - 6,593 feet high Mt. Leconte. 
I wou ld like to emphasise that it is not easy mak ing you r way a long a tra i l  
deep in show when t o  one side of you there i s  a fa l l  to certain death.  An yway 
it was an experience! Once it wa s over it was something that leaves fantastic 
memories, but being f on d  of my life, if asked to repeat it in those con ditions 
I would def in itely respon d negatively. However I climbed it aga in six weeks 
ago when it was 90° F and stayed overn ight on top with fe l low students an d 
that wa s most enjoya ble. 

The next rea l  h ighl ight wa s the televised visit to the school of Alex Ha ley, 
who is a l most a national hero over here. He was proba bly the most a mazing 
man I have every met. and he was so humble. 

My pa rents ca me over at  S pring Break for part of the time and we t ravel led 
down throu g h  South Ca rolina and Georgia to Florida. When you meet a l l igators 
in the wild you rea l ly rea l ise that you have left Penwortha m !  

Towa rds the en d of February w e  began t o  play tenn is outdoors. Ou r 
coach is a f ormer world class player an d he is a lso a su perb coach. I played every 
afternoon f rom then until  a few days ago. In a l l  that time we were on ly stopped 
by ra in once - that's somewhat different f rom Eng land as wel l !  The standard 
was incred ibly high and I was on ly just good en ough to play dou bles. Ou r tea m 
stren gth wa s such that the team had a hundred per cent success rate in a l l  
the regu lar season matches. I persona lly never droped a net and w e  won the 
C.A.A. Conference tou rna ment. After this I was n ot a member of the tea m  for 
three matches due to a loss of f orm. This fortunately ca me back and I registered 
a few good resu lts against higher ranked members of the team.  I've certa inly 
learnt a whole new way to play and train for the game of tenn is in the last few 
months. 

This term I a lso went up to Prin ceton University for an ESU gathering 
and this trip was k indly pa id f or by the ES U .  Other weekend trips have been 
into the mounta ins. Ashevil le is itself a tou rist resort being on ly an flou r's 
drive f rom the Great S moky Mounta ins Nationa l Pa rk , the most visited 
Nationa l Pa rk in America. The su rroun ding a rea is very attractive. The school 
is set in 200 acres of g roun ds and the facilities a re in credible. 

The weather is g reat for sun bathing! Yesterday was 96°F in the school, 
today 93° F. Norma l ly it wou ld be a bout 85° F. Sometimes it gets too hot in my 
room. There have been times when my room has been over 110°F.  Now I can't 
work in that - so I just go outside and l ie out !  

In many ways I ' m  sorry i t  is a l l  over, I have made a lot of f rien ds and i t  has 
been sad to see them a l l  leave in these last f ew days. 

On Thursday I am tak in g the bu s to Minnea polis to meet Helen Hoyle. 
We a r ranged to travel together at the Princeton gathering and it will be g reat to 
travel with someone I know. We have a 30-day Greyhound bus ticket and we 
a re going to stay with ES U fa milies and ma in ly a lu mn i  of the Ashevi l l e  School. 
Ou r proposed route is to spend three n i g hts in the following places: Denver, 
Colorado S prings, the Grand Canyon , Los Angeles, San Fran cisco, Lak e  Ta hoe, 
and f ina l ly, after six free nights to cross the coun try. New York .  

I a m  very much look in g forwa rd to i t .  I hope w e  meet n o  major problems 
an d in many ways I will be relieved when I f ina l ly get home, presu mably 
exhausted. 

From the taste of my experiences over here you can proba bly rea lize that 
I have had an a bsolutely fantastic time. I l ook forwa rd to telling you more 
a bout it. I hope everybody at school is wel l .  

You r sincerely, 
PETER COWBURN. 
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MASTER SPORTSMAN/MUSICIAN RETIRES 
Fred Dewhurst (1948-1985) 

IN the spring of 1948, a young Oxford 
graduate who had recently served a 
short term in the Royal Navy, came to 
Queen Elizabeth's to complete his 
teaching practice. Before the term was 
finished, Fred Dewhurst had been 
offered the post of assistant master 
in the English Department to commence 
in the Autumn term of the same year. 
Thus began a long and distinguished 
teaching career of 37 years during which 
Fred Dewhurst has endeared himself to 
colleagues and pupils alike both as 
schoolmaster and friend. 

In the interven in g  term before Fred took u p  his 
a ppointment, I lea rned much a bout him, for 
du ring a long Queen E l i za beth's versus Clitheroe 
Roya l Gra mmar School cricket match at Low 
Moor, I happened to mention to Mr. Lau rence 
Hardy, that much-revered headmaster, actor and 
sportsman , who was u mpiring with me at the 
time, that a former pu pi l  of his had been 
appointed at Black bu rn .  I wa s joyously and 
enthusiastica l ly rega led with interesting 
detai ls  of Fred's ca reer to that date: Fred 
Dewhurst was born in 1 924 in Black bu rn .  H e  
atten ded S t .  Gabriel's Primary School, Wha l ley 
New Road,  under the headmastership of Mr. 
Harry Ridings (Rev. Dona ld's father.) In 1936 
he began his seconda ry school ca reer at the 
Roya l Grammar School, Clitheroe. I learned that 
du ring the whole of his seven yea rs there, Fred 
waS- a lways interested in sport, becoming 
u ltimately a successfu l member of both the 
f i rst XI soccer and cricket teams. Indeed, the 
Autumn Term edition of 'Blackbu rn ian ' for 1939 
recal ls  that the Clitheroe second soccer XI,  
playing at Lammack, beat the School 9 - 6, 
largely because of the efforts of the opposing 
centre forward, an opportunist who scored 6 
goa l s !  Fred wa s just 1 5  at the time and this is the 
first of many references to him in the 'Black
bu rn ian ' over the next forty-odd yea rs. 

At the end of h is  school ca reer in 1 943 Mr. 
Dewhurst sat schola rship exa m inations for the 
Christ Church grou p  at Oxford and the Pembroke 
g rou p in Ca mbridge, but the Roya l Navy cla imed 
him for mil itary service instead.  Unfortunately 
Fred had to be discharged on medical g rounds in 
1944. H e  was ena bled to accept a place at Brase
nose College, a f ortunate event as it tu rn ed out 
since Fred was a ble to develop his musica l 
ca reer when he was awarded the Organ 
Scholarship which ca rried a sma l l  monetary 
entitlement. Together with his g rant f rom the 
Education Department (Fred had a l ready 
decided to follow a teaching ca reer). his 
stu dent life beca m e  more amenable in those 
spa rtan post·wa r yea rs, pa rticu la rly as he 
wa s a ble to share the a men ities of Christ Church 
as well as those of B.N .C. You a re to remember 
that Oxf ord colleges in the difficu lt yea rs after 
the wa r were g rou ped in twos so fa r as a l l  
faci l ities were concern ed. Brasenose shared 
with Ch rist Church. Fred's sporting ta lent did not 
go unnoticed at Oxford, either. He played for the 
Centau rs and represented the un iversity in 
soccer on severa l  occasions. H e  played cricket 
for his college as wel l .  Du rin g his academic 
tra ining in the En g l ish Schools, he wa s fortunate 
to be taug ht in semina r and lectu re by C. S .  
Lewis, J .  R .  R .  Tolkein of Lord of the Rings fame, 
Neville Cog hil l ,  the New Zea land fa rmer's son ,  

w h o  without any formal academic training 
beca me on e of the leading authorities on 
Chaucer, M .  R .  Ridley, Helen Ga rdner and Dr. 
Leishman, the last two perhaps the best 
authorities on the meta p hysicals in their day and 
whose works a re sti l l  prized in every sixth-form 
Eng l ish l i brary. I n ever pass the Leishman Centre 
in Glencoe without being reminded of anecdotes 
told by Fred of Dr. Leishman's tutoria ls. What a 

pity that g reat scholar of seventeenth centu ry 
literature had to die p rematu rely on a Scottish 
mounta in . In 1 947, Fred g ra duated Ba chelor of 
Arts in the H on ou rs School of English Language 
and Literature and p roceeded in 1 951 (in 
accordance with usua l custom at Oxford and 
Ca mbridge). twenty-on e terms afte r the 
commencement of his stu dentship, to the 
degree of Master of Arts. In 1 948 he received 
his Diploma in Education from the department 
in Oxford. Whilst mak in g a ppl ications for 
teaching posts during that yea r, Mr. N. S .  T. 
Benson, recently a ppointed headmaster at 
Queen E l iza beth's in succession to Mr. Arthu r 
Hol den, offered Fred the position of assistant 
master f rom September, 1 948. For thi rty-seven 
yea rs the school has enjoyed and hugely bene
f i tted f rom the services of Fred Dewhurst until 
his retirement in July, 1 985. 

To cata logue a l l  Fred's accomplish ments 
during these long yea rs would be patron ising,  
but mention must be made of some of his 
ach ievements. H e  was an exemplary form 
master for 35 of h is  37 yea rs at the schoo l :  
generations of schoolboys have cau se t o  be 
g ra tefu l for his unrem ittin g ca re and attention 
to each on e's individual needs. Very ea rly in his 
teachin g  ca reer, he' was invited by Mr. Howard 
Kennedy to become deputy H ousemaster of 
Hawk ins. Before 1 948 there had been but on e 
housemaster for each house in school. As wel l  a s  
tak ing ch2rge of house sports, M r .  Dewhurst 
became in volved in f i rst XI School Soccer and 
was a lways at pa ins to obtain the best fixtures. It 
was - and sti l l  is - his f i rm contention that 
unless a team plays more sk il lfu l  sides than 
itself, it wil l  not im prove its own performance. 
Messrs. El l is  Metca lfe and J.  W. Monk wil l  testify 
to the eff iciency of Fred's Saturday morn in g  
tactica l  ta lks. E l l i s  w i l l  forgive me for quoting 
on e outstanding criticism I remember: "El l is is 
the best half-match player I know" .  The taunt 
must have worked for we a l l  appreciated Ell is' 
sk i l l  and devotion to the game in later yea rs. Mr. 
Dewhu rst continued his interest in and service to 
the school's footba l lers until the total re
organ isation of Physica l  Education and the 
appointment of Mr. Fred Raby a s  H ea d  of that 
depa rtment who was deputed to take charge of 
a l l  sporting activities. Not that Fred merely 
organ ised teams or gave advice, he was an 
active footba l ler and cricketer for the staff during 
many seasons and a tenr:l is player an d golfer of 
considera ble distinction .  Some staff and 
governors wil l  remember the tennis tou rna
ments at Blackbu rn Northern .  An d a lways in 
the distance of time past I seem to remember 
Fred on the crick et field in that mu lti-colou red 
striped ca p - al l  reds, and blues, and yellows 
which he swea rs followed him as a sportin g 
accoutrement f rom his school boy days at 
Clitheroe, th rou g h  his collegiate yea rs to the 
annua l staff v. boys Annual Cricket matches at 
La mmack and his summer recreations when he 
played for Sa lesbu ry Cricket Club. 

It is to Fred Dewhu rst, the classroom teacher, 

however, that I must extend my fu l l  admiration .  
Fred wa s a ppointed t o  teach English but in the 
post-wa r yea rs of shortages, headmasters had to 
make fu l l  use of all a bi l ities. Thus it was, as well 
as  teaching music at a ll levels, Fred was requ ired 
to help out in the Classic Department where he 
taught Latin for severa l yea rs. All form masters 
in those days were requ ired to instruct their own 
f o rms in Relig ious Education on ce a week . Fred's 
morn in g  assemblies and form assemblies were 
gems of mora l  instruction ,  a lways ba sed on 
sound Christian principle which he h i mself has 
rigorously fol lowed a l l  his l if e. Never qu ir.k to 
chastise, he yet forthrightly d ispa raged 
unaccepta ble behaviou r  or intent.  A stra ight 
a dmon ition f rom Fred was suff icient to 
encou rage a better ethic. Du ring some yea rs, 
be in g the sportsman he is, he was asked to help 
in physica l  education by tak ing Gym classes. I 
da re say some members of the profession today 
would ra ise a question in g  eyebrow if asked to do 
the sa me. 

In his En glish teaching, Fred Dewhurst has 
a lwa ys been an inspiring exam ple: a ca refu l 
resea rcher, his lessons never lacked accurate 
information ; he demanded as he a lways did in 
music lessons, precision and control in speech 
and writin g ;  he wa s adamant about sound 
synta x and correct pronunciation ; he cou ld 
never a bide neologisms nor slan g, and to this 
day wil l  not admit a 'different to'  or a 'different 
than' no more then he wi l l  accept 'conta ct' as a 
verb, even though the Oxford Dictionary an d 
Webster reluctantly consider them permissible. 
Fred maintained the classic tradition in all his 
l iterature lessons ma inta in ing that S hakespeare 
and Mi lton , the metaphysica ls and the Augustan 
age formed a better ba sis for litera ry a pprecia
tion than many modern authors. He a lways 
thou ght it a pity that some of today's third and 
fourth formers, well read though they may be in 
modern novels and twentieth century verse, had 
n ever enjoyed 'L ' Allegro' or '11 Pen seroso' or 
been inspired by the verba l extravagance of 
Brown ing's 'Fra Lippo-Lippi' or puzzled by the 
in volved word movement of 'A Toccata at 
Galuppi's'. Fred has never been unwilling to 
share his knowledge and opin ion as man y of his 
former colleagues will vouch. A Wordsworth ian 
referen ce, perhaps, or a forgotten biog ra phica l  
deta i l ,  o r  even a critical a ppraisa l, wou l d  be 
considerately given in response to a colleague's 
ignorance. An d on e has on ly to scan the ta bles 
of resu lts over the yea rs both at '0' and 'A' level, 
to rea lise that eight Senior En glish Masters' at 
Qu een El iza beth's under whom Fred has served 
- Messrs. Dr. Chapman, Allott, Crehan , Davies, 
Stevenson, Winders, Weeks and Taylor - have 
a l l  testif ied to the merits of his wisdom and 
understan ding. 

Fred's extra-mura l interests, too, in pinged 
u pon the lives of pu pils at school, for the choir at 
St. Ga briels Church of En gland, Brown h i l l ,  
where he has been organist since 1 950, 
following his father before him, has a lways 
had a proportiona l composition of boys from 
Q.E.G.S .  His insistence on musica l  order and 
the discipl ined control good sin g in g  demands 
is inevita bly reflected in the attitudes of a l l  
pa rticipants. The tenets involved in tra in in g  a 
choir a re natu ral ly  a bsorbed into other rea l ms 
of life. In 1949 T. L. Duerden ,  Esq . ,  organ ist 
at Blackbu rn Cathedra l asked Mr. Dewhurst to 
become a ssistant organist at the Cathedral an d 
f rom 1950-1980, Fred performed that office with 
vigour and sk i l l ,  especia lly after the insta llation 
of the new organ in the en larged Cathedra l .  
There a re many of us sti l l  relishing in ou r 
memories of the clarion ca l ls in the descants and 
the deep diapason notes at annua l Founders' 
Day services. Mr. Dewhurst is a Black bu rn 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 15) 
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A.G.M.: TRIBUTE TO RETIRING PRESIDENT 

OLD BLACKBURNIANS ASSOCIATION -BALANCE SHEET as at 31st JULY, 1984 

NET ASSETS 
Lammack Ground at cost less sales ... ............................ ....................... . 

INVESTMENTS AT COST 
£1,250 4% Consols (Market Value £4481 ......................... ................................... . 

£650 8'1<% Barelays Bank plc Unsecured Loan 1986193 (Market Value £5091 ... . 

£1,963.73 13''''% Exchequer Stock 1992 .............................................................. . 

£2,421.58 8'1<% Treasury Stock 1987190 (Market Value £2,0551 ........................ . 

£2,879.07 631<% Treasury Stock 1995198 (Market Value £1,9581 ........................ . 

LOAN TO Q.E.G.S . ................................................................................... ................ . 

DEBTORS: Ground Rent ................................................................. . 

Advertisers .................................................................. ......................... . 

CASH AT SAVINGS BANK ..... . 

CASH AT LLOYDS BANK ......... . 

CREDITORS: Printers ............................................................................................... . 

Inland Revenue .................................................................................. . 

Postage .............................................................................................. . 

REPRESENTED BY: 

WAR MEMORIAL GROUND ..... .............................................................................. . 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP FUND 
Balance at 1st August, 1983 ................................................................................. . 

Plus New Members .......................... ................................................................... . 

Less Deletions and Caution Refunds .................................................................. . 

ACCUMULATED FUND 
Balance at 1st August, 1983 ............... ................................................................ .. 

Surplus for the year .................................................................................... . 

Surplus on Sale of Investments .......................................................................... . 

1984 
£ £ 

1,160.60 
582.59 

2,230.62 
2,230.62 

5.00 
220.00 

950.00 
69.54 

140.00 

8,482.50 
2,846.02 

",328.52 
159.45 

2,076.29 
84.24 

511.23 

1,207.77 

6,204.43 

6,000.00 

225.00 

268.50 

2,302.44 

16,208.14 

1,159.54 

15,048.60 

1,207.77 

",169.07 

2,671.76 

15,048.60 

1983 
£ £ 

1,161 
582 

1.750 

985 
80 

131 

6,837 
1,650 

8,487 
4 

1,786 
290 

',208 

3,493 

5,000 

245 

252 

2,765 

12,963 

1,196 

11,767 

1,208 

8,483 

2,076 

11,767 

OLD BLACKBURNIANS' ASSOCIATION -INCOME. EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st JULY, 1984 

1984 1983 
£ £ £ £ 

INCOME 
Subscriptions .............. . 

Released from Life Membership Fund .. .................................... ....................... . 

873.28 900 

9.45 4 

INCOME FROM INVESTMENTS 
4%Consols ................................................................................... ....................... . 50.00 50 
8' .. % Barclays Bank - Loan ................................................................................... . 53.63 54 
13',.,% Exchequer Stock .... .................................................................................. . 132.55 265 
631<% Treasury Stock 1995198 ...... ........................................................................ . 97.16 
8'1<% Treasury Stock 1987/90 ............................................................................... - 99.89 

433.23 369 
Less Tax ....................... ........................................................................................ . 129.95 11' 

303.28 258 
Bank Interest ............... ......................................................................................... . 131.25 134 

434.53 392 

WAR MEMORIAL GROUND RENT ............................................................... . 5.00 5 

PROFIT ON ANNUAL DINNER ..................................................................... . 49.48 139 

1,371.74 1,440 

EXPENDITURE 
General Expenses ..... .......................................................................................... . 74.40 76 
Postages ............................................................................................................... . 

Magister ................................................................................................................ . 

Corporation Tax ................................................................................................... . 

Subscription to ISIS Association ......................................................................... . 

131.90 ", 

861.66 734 
69.54 79 

150.00 150 

1,287.50 ',150 

SURPLUS TRANSFERRED TO ACCUMULATED FUND ......................................... . 84.24 290 

Honorary Auditors' Report year ended 31st July, 1984 
We examined the above accounts, which are in accordance with the information supplied to us, and give a true and correct 

rdcord of the transactions for the year ended 31 st July, 1984 and of the state of attairs at that date. 
Blackburn, 5th September, 1984 W. HARE/R. B. HOLDEN, Chartered Accountants. 

THE 56th Annual General Meeting was held at the 
School on Tuesday the 27th November, 1984. 

Mr. R. Smith was in the chair and twenty-one 
members were present. Apologies were received 
from Messrs. P. W. Sumner, R. Smethurst and H. 
Isherwood. 

Secretary's Report 
Two committee meetings had been held at the 

Football Club and the School respectively and the 
Secretary thanked the Club and School for their 
hospitality and in particular, thanked the Head
master and the staff for the generous assistance 
given to the Association. Thanks were recorded to 
the Officers and Committee and in particular John 
Read and the Dinner Sub Committee and Peter 
Pearson for "Magister", both of which had been 
their usual successes. In thanking the Treasurer, Mr. 
Fred Gillibrand, the Secretary informed the meeting 
that the investments discussed at the previous 
Annual General Meeting had been made and the 
Committee had also felt it desirable to have the 
facility to invest in building societies and hence the 
proposed change of rules. The Secretary also 
thanked the Headmaster for keeping the Associa
tion informed of developments at School and in 
particular informed the meeting that the Associa
tion had offered its support to the School in its 
appeal against the refusal of planning permission 
for the swimming hall at Lammack. During the year 
resignations had been received from Mr. Norman 
Jepson, Mr. Herbert Isherwood from the Commit
tee, and Doctor Tom Riley from the Committee and 
as a Trustee, the meeting recorded its thanks to 
these people for their efforts on behalf of the Associ
ation over many years. The Secretary also informed 
the meeting that the President, Mr. Eric Sagar, had 
indicated his wish to resign and that the Committee 
had reluctantly accepted this. Mr. Sagar was 
thanked for his not inconsiderable efforts for the 
Association over many years and in particular his 
six years as president. The Secretary was pleased to 
inform the meeting that Mr. Sagar had indicated his 
desire to remain on the Committee. 

Treasurer's Report 
The Treasurer explained that although the excess 

of income over-expenditure was lower than last 
year he still felt the accounts were in a healthy 
position, and the balance sheets reflected the 
increase of new life members particularly from 
recent school leavers. 

The Annual Dinner 
John Read once again reported a maximum 

attendance having had to refuse eleven people who 
had submitted their applications for tickets after the 
closing date. However, the number of young 
members attending seemed to be fewer. He felt the 
Dinner and the arrangements had run more 
smoothly than the previous year and was pleased to 
report that he had received no complaints. The 
timing of the meal and the length of the speeches 
had enabled members more time in the barso much 
so that it had run out of beer. The arrangements 
for the 1984 Dinner were in hand and new caterers 
had been appointed who he hoped would prove 
successful. 

Although the Committee had hoped, in some 
way, at the Annual Dinner, to recognise the retire
ment of Fred Bury from the School staff, it seemed 
that it lIYas unlikely that he would be attending the 
Dinner. The Secretary had written to Mr. Bury 
recording the Association's best wishes and thanks 
for his services to the Association and had also 
expressed the hope that he would be able to attend 
the dinner. 

Sport 
In the absence of the Football Club Chairman, the 

Secretary gave a brief report to the effect that the 
previous season's results and activities had been 
reported in "Magister". Unfortunately non of the 
teams had made a very successful start to the 
present season, although the Club had won the 
annual seven-a-side competition. Socially the 
Football Club continued to flourish. 

Ray Smith informed the meeting that the 1985 
golf competition would be held on the 13th June at 
Wilpshire Golf Club. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 121 
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LONDON A.G.M. 
AND DINNER 

THE Annua l  Dinner and Annual General Meeting 
of the London Bra nch of the O.B.A. wa s held on 
Friday, 29th March, 1 985 at the R.A.F. Club i n  
Piccadi l ly which h a s  been a popular venue i n  t h e  
past a nd proved to be s o  again .  

The number of  people attending tota l led 27 
i ncluding four popula r a n d  welcome guests 
from Blackburn. 

Mr. Kay reported the news from school which 
was, as a l ways, received with keen interest a n d  
the reply was given b y  t h e  new Chairman o f  the 
London Bra nch, Jim Grant. 

Pa u l  Isherwood who has been Bra nch Sec
retary for the past three yea rs was wa rmly 
tha nked for h is sterl ing services and his 
successor is Neil  Dickinson. 

Members attend i n g :  Messrs. J. K. G ra nt, D. I. 
Bradshaw, M .  Stirrup, S. Pomfret, H. Sta ncl iffe, 
M. I. Duxbu ry, R. Vipond, J. Lee, C. R. Hu nt, 
G. J. Cha rn l ey, P. Isherwood, N. A. Dickinson, 
J .  S. Alien, D. Vi pond and Dorothy M. Marsden. 

From Black burn: Mr. and Mrs. E.  J. Kay, Mr. J. 
Monk, Mr. H. Burrows. 

NEW VENUE FOR 
YORKSHIRE DINNER 

I N  past yea rs the Yorkshire Bra nch Ladies 
Evening has been held at  the Hotel St. Georges, 
Harrogate, but due to declin ing support, the 
La dies Evening held on Friday, 26th April, 1985 
wa s i n  the beautiful home of Desmond and 
Rosemary Ca rr i n  Knaresborough overlooking 
the picturesque N i dd Va lley. 

An excellent buffet meal was provided by 
professiona l  caterers and the informal atmos
phere created was much a ppreciated, being 
highl ighted by the H ea d masters 'State of the 
Nation' report. 

Following a sincere vote of tha nks to the hosts 
for their generosity, it has been confirmed that 
the sa me venue w i l l  be ava i la ble for the La dies 
Evening o n  Friday, 25th April, 1 986. 

Those attending were: The Headmaster a n d  
Mrs. Johnston, M r .  a n d  Mrs. J. S. Sing leton, Mr. 
and M rs. E .  J .  Whittle, Mr. and Mrs. J. E.  Sa ger, 
Mr. and Mrs. D. Ca rr, Mr. a nd Mrs. R. A. Mayo, 
Mr. a nd Mrs. C. Ha rvey, Mr. a n d  Mrs. B. Pa rk, Mr. 
and Mrs. C. Riley, Mr. and Mrs. G. M. Shuttle
worth, Mr. and Mrs. D. A. Ba l l ,  Mr. and Mrs. A. W. 
Sharratt, Mr. and Mrs. P. Rowson, Cou ncil lor a n d  
Mrs. A .  McCa rrol l, Mrs. Leighton and M r. C .  M .  
Sloa n .  

Apologies were received from M r .  and Mrs. E .  
J .  Kay a n d  M r .  a nd M rs. F. Gi l l ibra nd. 

CHESHIRE DINNER 
THE Cheshire a n d  South La ncashire Bra nch 
Dinner was held once aga i n  at the Bowden H otel, 
Cheshire on Friday, 12th October, 1 984. 

Harold Ramsbottom, Secretary of the bra nch 
and orga niser of the evening proposed the 
loya l toast and tended a pologies from n i ne 
members unable to attend. 

The Headmaster gave a brief report on 
activities a t  school and recent successes. 

Those attending were: Messrs. B. Batey, 
T. S. H i nd le, D. M. Martin, H. Morris, J. C. 
Pea rson, E.  Taylor, H. Ramsbottom. 

From Schoo l :  Messrs. P. F. Johnston, E.  J. 
Kay, R .  Smith, F. Gi l l ibrand.  

CAMBRIDGE DINNER 
THE fourth Annual Dinner of the revived 
Ca mbridge Bra nch of the Old Blackburnians 
Association wa s held on Friday, 23rd November, 
1 984 i n  the Sma l l  Ha l l, Clare College. The Dinner 
was attended by 25 people, including the H ead
master, Mr.  P. F. Johnston, a n d  Mr.  E .  C.  
Marsden, Chairman of Governors. The guest of 
the School was Dr. G. H. Wright M.A., M.D., a 
Fellow of Clare College. 

It was a most enjoyable even ing, and following 
an excellent meal the Headmaster spoke on 
behalf of the School and reviewed the yea r's 
activities. 

Mr. E.  J .  Kay, spea king for the Old Black
burnians Association, emphasised the need to 
ensure that the bra nch continued to flourish a n d  
D r .  Wright told humorous a necdotes a bout 
college life, and the history of Clare College. 

Miss S. Done proposed the vote of thanks. 
Guests attending were, from Blackburn : The 

Headmaster and Mrs. Johnston, F. Gi l l i bra r\d, 
E. J. Kay, E. C. Marsden, R. Smith a nd E. J .  
Whittle. 

From the U n iversity: S. J .  Ba ines, A. J .  Bate, 
S. R. Boardman, Sa ra h  Cla rke, Susan Done, 
Alexandra H .  A. Dugda le, S. W. Hacking, 
Katherine Jones, J. F. Kedward, I. J. Sherlock, 
R. H .  Webster, N. J. Whittle. 

From Ca mbridge and elsewhere: C. E .  S. 
Bul lock, Mr. and Mrs. P. G .  H ea ld, Squadron
Leader R .  B. Lamb, P. D. Simm. 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
1985 
Sept. 17th-O.B.A. Comm ittee Meeting, 

Radcl iffe Room, Q.E.G.S. 8 pm. 

Oct. l l th-Cheshire and South La ncashire 
Bra nch Dinner, Bowden Hotel, Cheshire. 

Oct. 22nd-London Bra nch Pub Evening, 
Red Li on, 14 Kingly Street (off Regent 
Street),(Oxford Circus tubel. London, from 
6.30 p.m. 

Oct. 25th-Oxford Bra nch Dinner, The Hall, 
Exeter College, Oxford, 7.30 p.m. for 8 p.m. 

Nov. 22nd-Ca mbridge Bra nch Dinner, 
the Borra da i le Room, Selwyn College, 
Ca mbridge. 

Nov. 26th-O.B.A. Annua l  General Meeting 
in the Radcliffe Room, Q.E.G .S., 8 p.m. 

Nov. 29th-London Bra nch Buffet Evening 
(informa l ) .  The London Corinthian Sa il ing 
Club, Linden House, Hammersmith. 

Dec. 2 1 st-O.B.A. Annual Dinner, Big 
School, Q.E.G.S. 7 p.m. for 7 . 1 5  p.m. 

1986 
Ja n .  21 st-London Bra nch Pub Evening, 

Red Lion, 14 Kingly Street, London. 

Feb.-North Eastern Bra nch Dinner. 

Mar. 7th-London Bra nch A.G.M. a nd Ladies' 
Evening, R.A.F. Club, 1 38 Piccadi l ly, 
Laa.aen. Wl . 

Apr. 25th-Yorkshire Bra nch Ladies' Even
ing, at  the home of Mr. and Mrs. D. W. Ca rr, 
Scotton Orchards, La nds La ne, Knares
borough. 

Apr. 29th-London Bra nch Pub Eveni ng, 
Red Lion, 14 Kingly Street, London, from 
6.30 p.m. 

May 22nd-cheshire and South La nca shire 
Bra nch La dies' Evening, Executive Su ite, 
Bowdon Hotel, Cheshire. 

Further detailli. from E. J. KaV.
Z 

Esq., Oueen 
Elizabeth 's Grammar Schoo , BlacKburn. 
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CHECK IF THERE'S 
A BRANCH NEAR YOU 

WE should like to take this opportunity of 
reminding Old Boys u p  and down the country 
that we have active bra nches in Yorkshi re, 
South La ncashire a n d  Cheshi re, and London 
rea and at Oxford a nd Ca mbridge. 

They provide a variety of activities a n d  most 
of them have a Ladies' Evening.  

They a re a l l  keen to widen their membership 
and we invite those who a re interested to 
contact the a ppropriate secretary whose name 
and address is given below. 

BLACKBURN 
D. FORBES, 
46 Preston New Road, 
Blackburn. 
Telephone: 0254-54374. 

LONDON 
N. DICKI NSON, 
187 Ca n na n  La ne, 
Pinner, 
Middlesex. 
HA5 1 HY. 
Telephone 0 1 -734-8905. 

CAMBRIDGE 
N. J .  WHITTLE, 
Selwyn College, 
Ca mbridge. 
CB3 9DQ. 

OXFORD 
Miss TINA COOK, 
Exeter College, 
Oxford. 

CHESHIRE & S. LANCASHIRE 
H. RAMSBOTTOM, 
1 57 Chester Road, 
Hazel Grove, 
Stock port, 
Cheshire. 
Telephone 0625-273-3344. 

YORKSHIRE 
C. M. SLOAN, 
26 Sa nta Monica G rove, 
Id le, 
Bradford, 
W. Yorkshire. 
Telephone Home 0274-616680. 
Office 0274-6 1 7621.  

DURHAM & N.E. BRANCH 
I. TOMLlNSON, 
J .  C. R. Treasu rer, 
U n iversity College, 
The Castle, 
Durham. 

Old Boys will be i nterested to know that we 
have an active group of members i n  Canada 
who meet regularly in Ca lgary. For further 
information, Old Boys in Ca nada should contact 
Dr. J. Roger Ma ltby, Box 59, Site 2 SS3, 
Ca lgary, Alberta, T3C 3N9, Ca nada. 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
IN J U LY, 1950, I left Queen El iza beth's 
Grammar School to go to college. While I was 
there my parents moved to Northumberland 
and I never returned to Blackburn. 

This meant that I lost touch with the friends 
I made at school. Now I would l i ke to trace 
three pa rticular friends a n d  find out how they 
fa red. 

If a ny readers know the whereabouts of 
John Scott Allan, James La ncaster, a n d  
James Shaw I would b e  most grateful i f  they 
could let me know. 

GORDON C .  SHAW 
Plas Geler, Greenway 

Ta lywa li n, Pontypool. 
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M I C K  WALKER 
CYC L ES 
are now at 

18 Water Street, 
Skipton, 

N. Yorkshire. 
phone: 4386 

Whatever your cycling needs, we 
can fix you up - from kiddies 
trikes to tandems. 
We have the most comprehensive 
range o f  accessories and clo thing 
for miles around. 
Have a day out in the Dales and 
come and see us ! 

SEED AND 
GABBUTT LlD 

Booksellers since 1907 

4 and 6 P R ESTON N EW ROAD 
BLAC K BU R N .  

Telephones 698226 
& 59855 

CARCASSONNE '85 
sans "Queggies" 

AUTUM N , 1 985 

• • • 

THE following article is written by Bill  Standfield, ex. Q.E.G.S. 
teacher extraordinaire of French and P.E. Bill is now exiled in 
France, in the town of Carcassonne, birth-place of his wife Janine, 
but has regular contact with friends, ex-colleagues and little 
" Queggies " ,  except this year ( Easter 1985) when because of lack of 
numbers the trip didn't run. The Carcassonne trip was the brain
child of Bill and has been running for 16 years. 

Bill misses Q.E.G.S. a lot and above all would love to hear from 
any colleagues and O.B.'s who may remember him. Please write to 
him at: Plaine Mayrevieille, 1 1 000 Carcassonne, France. 

Paques 1 985 - triste epoque, aussi bien pou r l 'Au berge de la Jeunesse, 
habituee a recevoir p rofesseu rs et eleves bien eleves de QEGS, que le 
vendeu r de glaces et le patron du cafe de la Cite, pou r  Mme DEVEZE notre 
fidele gu ide des rem parts, pou r Monsieur BIAU, enseignants et eleves du 
College de TREBES, et, bien evidemment, pou r  votre serviteur, ravi chaque 
a n nee de revoir a nciens collegues et petits "Queggies" da ns ma vi l le et da ns 
mon depa rtement adoptifs depuis  1 972. 

Pou r les a bonnes au " Blackbu r n "  qu i tiennent des a rchives, I 'on pe ut 
constater que le voyage a nnu el a dima r re en 1 970 par le diplacement d'une 
equ i pe de gymnastique au vi l lage de RIEUX-MI N E RVOIS. Le No.l0, Volu me 1 5  
d e  Septembre 1 97 1  raca nte l e  " ma riage" entre la gymnastique et I'etude de 
la langue fra n�a ise - page 13 la photo de fa mil le  avec la moscotte, mon fils 
Mark deva nt . . .  cette a n nee a 2 1  a ns, pret a enta mer sa troisieme a nnee de 
formation d'i nstituteu r;  I'on a per�oit aussi le chauffeu r, John ROWNTREE, 
fidele lu i-aussi chaque a n nee depuis, avec des autocars de plus en plus grands 
(je n'ai rien dit su r las fia bilite - demander a Harry INGHAM ! )  

Lorsque j 'a i  ete "exile" a Carcassonne. Messieurs JACKS O N  e t  HOLGATE 
ont continue I'enterprise, a ides et accompagnes par divers collegues, y 
comprises de charmantes da mes (qui serva ient comme mamans et infirmieres 
pou r les petits ! )  - dans le dernier No.4, Volu me 1 6  le su rnom de Monsieur 
BEN NET est reste pou r  I 'eternite peut etre inscrit da ns le sa ble. 

Au fil  des a n nees la forme du sejou r  a ete modifee, a mel iore.e: la conna is· 
sa nce de notre bel le  region - plaines, plages, montagnes, gorges, g rottes, 
chateau x catha res et la Cite de Carcassonne; I'approtonelissement de I'appren
tissage de la langue fra n�a ise, contacts avec les indigenes - I'accent fra n�a is 
du Midi corresrondant admira blement avec I 'accent de La ncashire (mais non 
pas le climat! ) .  

L'Au berge aussi a vu d e s  cha ngements: u n  batiment vetuste, avec une 
a ncien ne chapella (sa l l e  de ping-pong ! )  qui  mena�a it de tomber su r nos tetes, 
transforme en auberge de luxe 5 etoites - sa l le de sejou r, sa lle d'activites, 
g ra nde sa l le  a manger, chambres de 4 a 6 lits avec 2 lavabos (toilettes a 
proximite . . .  detense de fa ire pi-pi dans les lava bos ! )  et de grands placa rds 
(malgre lesquels les Qu eggies ne sont pas toujou rs les cha mpions du ra nge
ment) - tout cela en plein coeu r de la Cite de Carca ssonne. 

Je fa is deja de la pu blicite pou r CARCASS O N N E  '86 - demander a voir 
la brochu re su r l'Au berge et la region, que je mets a la disposition du " French 
Depa rtment ",  lors des jou rneees "portes·ouvertes" ,  aux reu nions pa rents
p rofesseu rs. 

Outre les collegues je tiens pa rticu l ierement a voir en '86 deu x  eleves: le 
" petit" HOLGATE; et le " petit" TH ISTLETHWAITE - tant pis si les fra n�a is 
n'arrivent pas a prononcer son nom . . .  son pere c'est un vieux copa i n, un frere 
que je n'ai pa s vu depuis  20 a n s !  Et pou rquoi  pas inviter (en paya n t ! )  des parents 
ou des collegues en retra ite au voya g e? 

Pou r les lecteurs qu i m'ont connu, anciens collegues, a nciens eleves (65-72) 
on eleves qui sont venus a Carcassonne depu is 1 972 je dis d'abord " Bonjour et 
Sal u t !  " et ajoute quelques nouvelles - des bonnes et des mauva ises: 
- nous avons eu un deuxieme fils en 1 981 . . .  son grand frere, a 17 a ns, t i ra i t  la 
poussette derriere sa moto! 
- j 'a i  pris la nationa lite fra n�a ise (mars 85) - double nationa lite, donc; 
j'ai demande d'etre exempte de fa ire le service m i l ita i re !  
- malgre l 'Eu rope e t  la C E E ,  la France n e  reconna it toujours pas "mos" 
d i pl6mes et titres d'enseignement (Cert. Ed.)  - je su is encore Maitre Aux i l ia i re, 
autorise a enseigner I 'EPS . . .  non pas l e  latin, grec - ni meme I'anglais; aux 
deux elections eu ropeennes je n'ai pas eu le droit de voter ni en G.B.,  ni en 
Fra nce. Connaissez-vous des deputes eu ropeens? 
- je me su is toujours occu pe de gymnastique et de montagne;  membre de 
Club Alpin Fra n�a is nou s  avons des sommets de 3,000m (9 a 1 0,000 pieds) 
a proximite; membre de la Commission Nationa le Scolaire de Gymnastiqu e ;  
entra i neu r  benevole d'un club de gym. (vil le) de 1 1 0  membres mascu l ins. 
- ma is, vieux et "use" j'ai quelques problemes de sa nte: discopathie 
lombaire qu i me geme depuis 1 978; dou ble hernie disca le cervica le, dont u ne 
operee (mars 85), I 'autre "en attente" . . .  inca pable de continuer le metier 
de prof. de gym! 
- des lois et decrets qu i me donnent droit, e n  tant que prof. da ns I 'enseigne
ment prive sou s contrat (state a ided), a un reclassement professionnel aupres 
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THOUGHTS FROM THE STUDY WINDOW 
or . . .  "WHEN IS A CENTENARY NOT A CENTENARY?" 

(CONTINUED FROM FRONT PA GE) 

our proposed developmen t ! ! However, a most 
exciting scheme which wil l  en able the school to 
have a proper quadrangle linked to the old front 
of the school and to the masters' com mon room, 
will provide so much better accommodation 
than has been possible heretofore. Not that 
anyone should assume that luxurious buildings 
of boarding school type are being provided at 
horren dous cost. 

We are for the very first time to provide the 
school with a proper reception area to replace, 
what, after all, is the entrance to the former 
head master's house : nor has any school of this 
stan ding, in my experience anyway, ever lacked 
for a l ibrary, which we are now providing, 
together with ancillary classrooms for special ist 
teaching in a wide range of A rts subjects, 
equivalent  to the splended Science facilities 
a l ready extant in the Holden laboratories. I very 
much hope that Old Blackburn ians will at the 
appropriate time, dig deeply into their capacious 
pockets to contri bute to the appeal which wil l  
have to be launched to provide for the swimming 
pool, the sports hall and other much needed 
n ecessities! • 

Meanwhile, the school continues about its 
way with the usual excitements of distinctions 
gained by former pupils, new records estab
lished, new faces in the Common Room, 
computers lurking in the Bursar's office, and 
the usual paraphern a l i a  associated with the joys, 
pleasu res, and sometimes sorrows of dealing 

MANAGER ON 
THE MOVE 

MR. PETER HOU LDSWORTH ( 1 945-49) has 
been appointed as the new manager of 
Barclay's branch in Crossgates, Leeds. 

He joined Martins Bank, now merged with 
Barclays in Blackburn in 1 949, and has 
been manager of the ban k's branch in 
Garforth, near Leeds for four years. 

Whilst in Blackburn ,  Peter was Vice
president of the Blackburn Junior Chamber 
of Commerce, assistant treasurer of Black
burn Civic Society, an d played football 
for the Old Boys 1 st XI .  

with youn g l ives, male an d female, whom we 
ever try to launch out into an ever-more con 
fused an d confusing world. 

I believe that many past pupils would not 
actually sen se much difference in the school 
from their own day, other than the presence of 
g i rls, in itself something which g l addens the 
eye! Occasional ly, the far off swish of bamboo, 
the gentle bubbling of chemicals un der Mr. 
Metcalfs eagle eye, the odiferous smells from 
the kitchen ,  chalk dust an d gown inextricably 
woven together, and the gentle m u rmur of 
teacher an d taught on an A utumnal aftern oon 
when a late summer has sudden ly decided to 
visit the old school. 

Still the queries come in , this one for a boy 
to enter in 1 991 , that one to ask if a tu rban 
might be worn ,  the ever increasin g-an d 
commen dably so-usage of our splendid facili
ties by local organisations with charitable 
aims in mind, the measured step of begowned 
headmaster, the piping treble of an gelic voices, 
an d the stentorian bellow of an gered academic, 
i rritated beyon d measure by a foolish boy . . .  
Long may our corridors echo to the tread of 
those whose parents wish them to learn, whose 
staff are an xious to teach them, an d whose 
governors an d Old Blackburn ian s survive to 
support the Head Master and h is team in the 
never-ending task of bringing the skil led brain 
of an academic to the virgin field of wi l l in g ,  
b u t  untutored min d ! !  

ROGER SMETHURST 
OLD Blackburn ian Comm ittee Member, 
Roger S meth u rst ( 1 955-62) has been 
appointed to the board of Gaskell and 
Company (Bacup) Ltd., a subsidiary of the 
Gaskell-Broadloom Group of Compan ies. 

He has been with the group for the past 
twenty-three years an d becomes Works 
Director of Rhoden Mil l ,  Oswaldtwistle. 

ON THE BOARD - AT 27 
MR. MICHA E L  BA RTON ( 1968-74) has been 
appointed to the board of Cheshire based 
electron ics company, Sol idate of S an dbach, 
as fin ancial d i rector. He previously worked 
for the company's chartered accountants 
Deloitte, Haskins an d S ells. 

Michael is married and lives at Meins Road. 

BROTHERS MARRIED 
I N  September 1985, Dr. H. Howard Cook 
( 1 967-74). elder son of Harry an d Florence Cook 
of Wilpshire, married Dr. Linda K. Bell .  

The ceremony was held in Ball iol  College 
Chapel, followed by a reception in the College 
Hal l .  

They met at Oxford, whi le Howard was an 
en gineering student at Bal l iol College, whi le 
Linda (St.  Ann's) studied Chem istry. 

Linda works for I .C.1.  at Welwyn Garden City 
and Howard works for B . P. International  in 
London. Their home is in Harpen den. 

HOWA RD'S younger brother Dr. Martin C. Cook 
( 1 968-75) married M iss Christine Driver, in 
March 1985. 

They met at Burn ley Gen era l Hospital, where 
Christine was a midwifry sister. 

Thei r wedding took place at S utton -in-Craven, 
followed by a reception at Stirk House Hotel. 

Martin recently joined a team of G.P.'s at 
Blackpool an d Ch ristine has taken a post at 
Blackpool Victoria Hospital. 
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APPOINTED DIRECTOR 
J O H N  THRELFA LL ( 1 952-55) was appointed 
Di rector, Colchester Institute from 1 st 
Jan u a ry, 1 985. A fter leaving school, John 
obtained a B.Sc. (En g . )  at Imperial College, 
London ,  before joining En glish E l ectric, 
where he spent four years, two as assistant to 
the works manager on experi mental a ircraft. 
He followed this by becoming sen ior lecturer 
in mechan ical en gineering at the John Da lton 
College of Technology, Manchester. 

Before taking u p  his appointment at 
Colchester, John was Vice-principal at 
Reading College of Techn ology. 

His n ew address is: Lyncombe, Church 
Road, Layer-de-Ia-Haye, Colchester, Essex. 

w ALTER H .  SHARRA TT 
( 1 948/53) 

A PPOINTED Group Admin istration Manager 
with Extel plc in Lon don .  The Company has a 
turnover of [150 million an d employs about 
3,500 staff in printing-pubishing-sportin g/ 
fin ancial news-supply of microcomputer 
services and advertisin g/public relations. 

Responsible to a Main Board Di rector, 
Waiter's role relates to the Group and covers all 
property matters, Head Office admin istration, 
transport, office services, catering and 
security. 

Married with a grown-up son and daug hter, 
Mr. S harratt is a Fellow of the British Institute 
of Management (currently Chairman of 
Northamptonshire Branch) and a member of 
the Institute of Personnel Man agement. 

Previous appointments have in cluded 12 
years with Avon Cosmetics, General Manage
ment and Consultancy. 



From left: 
Derek M. Cox, Bill Proctor (in background), 
Peter W. Hobkirk and John D. S. Wish art. 

Barry Brown with friends. 

MEMORABLE EV�NING FOR TWO 
STALWARTS OF THE ASSOCIATION 

FEWER younger members than usual attended the annua l  dinner in Big School despite the reduced price. 
Di nner organiser, John Read, put down the drop i n  nu mbers to an ea rlier date which meant, in 

many cases, un iversity terms had not concluded. 
There were however 10 recent school leavers, ha lf of whom were ladies, i ncluded in the tota l of 

145 who sat down to dinner. 
The reduction i n  overa l l  nu mbers meant there was more space i n  Big School to move a bout, 

a lthough the ha l l  itself sti l l  seemed f u l l .  
There were five guests a n d  o n e  special guest o f  t h e  Association at t h e  din ner, but unfortunately, 

the then recently elected president of the OBA, S i r  Kenneth Durham, cha irman of U n i lever, was ca l led 
to a meeting abroad the day previously a n d  had to miss the dinner. He sent a pologies a nd expressed 
his intention to be at this yea r's mea l .  

One cha rming feature o f  last yea r's dinne r  was t h e  chance for two stalwarts o f  t h e  Association 
to be with their chi ldre n :  School head of chemistry, E l l is Metcalfe with his son, Christopher, i n  his 
capacity as head boy; and committeeman Keith Newton with h is da ughter Jul ia ,  as head girl. They a re 
pictured on this page. 

An overa l l  excess of income over expenditure of £45.54 compared with the previous yea r's £49.48. 
The chief guest was the Member of Pa rliament for the Fylde, S i r  Edwa rd Gardner, QC, with the 

Mayor of Black burn, Cou ncil lor C. West, a nd the Assista nt District Education Off icer for Black burn, 
Mr. P. Wil l is, the other g uests. 

John Read reported general pra ise for the catering by The La rder, of Clitheroe, a n d  the Old Blacks 
footba l l  committee provided their usual stout assista nce with four men on ba r duty f rom 6 a.m.  In fact 
Phi l  S u mner, on behalf of the Old Blacks had donated three bottles of wine for top-ta ble guests. 

The headmaster was rightly sing led out for thanks by John Read for enterta in i ng the guests as 
usual with pre-pra ndial hospitality. He had ca rried out  th is  service for many yea rs under  pa rticula rly 
trying circu msta nces, reported John. 

The night was a pa rticular tr iumph for the treasurer Fred Gi l l i bra nd :  Two l ife subscriptions a n d  1 0  
a n n ual subscriptions were drawn-a tota l of £80. 

OBA Treasurer Fred Gillibrand (foreground) chatting at the bar. 

Dinner '83 speaker Jack Lee enjoying a joke 
with friends in front of the war memorial. 
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Deputy Lieutenant of 
Hampshire Retires 

AFTER nearly 45 years in local government, 
Keith Robinson, Hampshire County Chief 
Executive has retired. 

Just befOFe he retired he was made a 
Deputy Lieutenant of Hampshire, being 
appoi nted as such by the Lord Lieutenant 
of the County. 

He will not be entirely idle in retirement as 
he has become a self-employed Consultant 
(Management Consultant) on a part-time 
basis. This however should not interfere 
with his fishing and family commitments 
(five grandchildren and two on the way). 
He will remain on the board of three theatres 
(in Southampton, Salisbury and Portsmouth) 
and retain various other interests. 
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Records 
Mr. Proctor confirmed that he continued to collect 

such material as came to him, and also confirmed 
that the Governors had ag reed to assist John 
Duckworth as much as possible with his proposed 
updating of the School history. 

Branch Activities 
The usual branch activites had been held and 

attended by various representatives from the 
Association and School. 

E lection of Officers and Committee '
As the secretary had reported Mr. J .  E. Sagar had 

tendered his resignation and this was reluctantly 
accepted by the meeting. The Chairman paid further 
tribute to Mr. Sagar and thanked him for his support 
and work for the Association. He trusted that Mr. 
Sagar had enjoyed his six years as President, and 
Mr. Sagar replied that he most certainly had. 
Following consideration by the Committee the 
name of Doctor Kenneth Durham had been pro
posed, and the Headmaster had previously put the 
proposal to him. Doctor Durham indicated .he would 
be delighted to be considered for thiS POSition, and 
there being no other proposals he was duly elected. 
The Headmaster reminded the meeting that Doctor 
Durham was the Chairman of Unilever International 
and a Director of British Aerospace and various 
national and international companies. He had 
recently been made an honorary Doctor of Law at 
Manchester University. 

Mr. Roger Smith having completed his two years 
as Chairman stood down and in doing so proposed 
Mr. Keith Wightman to replace him. The Secretary, 
on behalf of the Association, thanked Mr. Smith for 
his work as Chairman and in particular for the 
assistance given to him. There being no other 
nominations Mr. Keith Wightman was duly elected. 

Mr. Peter Pearson was elected Vice-chairman, Mr. 
D. I. Forbes was re-elected as Secretary, and Mr. F. 
Gil l ibrand was re-elected as Treasurer. The auditors 
Messrs. W. Hare and R. B. Holden were also re
elected. 

The following were duly elected to the commit
tee: B. Brown, H. Burrows, H. Dabbs, J. Duckworth, 
E. Fairhurst, W. K. Forbes, T. Hindle, E. J .  Kay, E. C. 
Marsden, S. J. Monk, I .  D. Newton, K. V. Newton, 
W. H. Proctor, Mrs. C. l. Read, J. S. Read, J. E. 
Sagar, R. Smethurst, R. Smith, R. B. Smith, W. E. T. 
Walsh, J .  Warner. 

Ex officio: P. F. Johnston (Headmaster), P. W. 
Sumner (Chairman of Football Club). 

Change of Rules 
It was resolved to change the rules of the Associa

tion to allow the Treasurer of the Association under 
the direction of the Committee to invest surplus 
funds in trustee securities, building societies, or by 
way of loan to the governing body of Queen 
El izabeth's Grammar School or by way of loan or 
gift to Queen Elizabeth's Grammar School Develop
ment Trust Fund, or any combination thereof. 

Subscriptions 
It was resolved th'at these should remain the same 

at £2.00 per year or £30.00 for life membership. 

SUCCESSES 
JOHN VERITY. 
John has gained a Master of Education 
degree at Ma nchester Un iversity. John 
took h is first degree, a BA i n  multicultural 
education through the Open U niversity. 
He works in Bury. teaching Engl ish to Asian 
Chi ldren. 

BRIAN BIRTWISTlE 
A new team to run Central Lancashire New 
Town's rema ining multi-mi l l ion pound 
assets after the development corporation is 
wound u p  is being set u p  by the Government. 
Heading the new administration will be 
Brian Birtwistie, the development corpora
tion's chief legal and liaison officer. He 
has been appointed executive officer in 
charge from the sti l l-undecided hand-over 
date by the Government-sponsored New 
Towns Commission. 

ANJAlI DURGE 
Anjali Durge, 1 8, daug hter of Dr. and M rs. 
N. G .  Durge, Goodshaw Avenue, Blackburn, 
has been awarded the London Academy 
of Acting Bronze Medal. 

KEITH BOWSKlll 
Keith Bowskill has been promoted to 
inspector with the N o rth Yorkshire police 
He started his police career with the 
Lancashire force in 1 969. In 1 975 he moved 
to Scarborough and was promoted to 
sergeant at Selby i n  1 978. 

Any Other Business 
Mr. Eric Kay took up the point mentioned by John 

Read as to the small number of recent school 
leavers attending the Dinner and said that his 
daughter had given some indication that it was felt 
that the recent school leavers did not particularly 
enjoy a function such as the Annual Dinner. She felt 
that if a Dinner and Disco could be organised for 1st, 
2nd and 3rd year leavers, it would be well attended. 
It was agreed that the Association should support 
such a venture and that if necesary assist financially. 
Mr. Kay agreed to report back to his daughter and 
would endeavour to obtain some facts and figures 
for the Committee Meeting in January. 

Mr. John Duckworth suggested that the Associa
tion might benefit by having a publicity officer and 
the meeting unanimously agreed that he was Just 
the person for the job. He was duly given this 
position. 

The Chairman of Governors confirmed that the 
planning appeal was in the hands of the school 
Solicitors and Architects and that they seemed 
satisfied with the response they had received 
from the Association in support of such appeal. 

The Treasurer reported that in the past the 
Association had made a donation to the School 
speech day prize fund and it was ag reed that this 
should continue and indeed be increased to £50.00. 

On the question of the investments it was sug
gested that a further addition to the loan to the 
School might be made. Mr. E. C. Marsden in his 
capacity as Chairman of the Governors readily 
confirmed that the School was most appreciative 
of the Association's generosity, but as a member of 
the Committee felt the Comm ittee should not in any 
way become bound by tradition to increase the loan 
each year and should only do so it it felt its financial 
position from year to year, supported such action 
being taken. It was ag reed that the Committee 
would further consider investments including the 
question of increasing the loan. The Headmaster 
indicated that included in the School's development 
proposals, were the provisions of rooms primarily 
for social activities and he felt that the Association 
might wish to consider financing the furnishings of 
one of such rooms and it to be known as the "Old 
Blackburnians' Lounge". It was ag reed that this 
matter should be given further consideration by 
the Comittee. 

There being no further business the meeting 
closed at 9-50 pm with a vote of thanks and 
congratulations to the new Chairman. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

Dear Editor, 
It may interest your readers to know that I 

have recently been elected a Fellow of the 
Texti le Institue. 

Having been em ployed in the textile and 
clothing industries for most of my working 
life, I a m  now Chairman and Chief Executive of 
Wood row Universal Ltd, Keigh ley, W. Yorks
the textile manufacturing divison of GUS PLC; 
Chairman of Poli koff-Universal Ltd., Treorchy, 
Rhonda, S. Wales-one of the l a rgest men's 
and youth's clothing manufacturing factories 
in Europe and Chairman of Barratts of Stafford
shire Ltd.-manufacturers of earthenware 
pottery. The last two companies also being 
subsidiaries of GUS PLC. 

I was at school from 1 940-45 and remember 
wel l  Dr. Tyler and Mr. Kennedy (Spike)-to 
whom I owe my facility with numbers ! 

My son Simon M. Alien was also at school 
from 1 977-1 984 when he left to read for an 
honours degree in Archaelogy at Durham 
U n iversity-Van Lulbert College. 

E R NEST ALLE N .  

Dear Editor, 
Our son Peter John L. Searle B.A. ( 1 966-73) 

was married on August 4th, 1 985 at St. John's 
Church, Fl ixton, Ma nchester, to Margaret Susan 
Green, B.Ed. They a re both on the teaching 
staff of Rishworth School, West Yorkshi re, 
where they have taught since 1 978. Peter is 
Deputy Head of the Preparatory School, 
Heathfield. Peter's best-man was also an old 
boy of Q.E.G.S. Wil l iam Haworth, ' B.A., a 
student at the school at the same time. 

M .  and R .  J .  SEAR LE. 

Dear Editor, 
Very many thanks for "Mag ister". It made 

me, this past weekend, almost feel that I was 
l iving i n  Blackbu rn ! 

What a heap of enth usiastic work must go 
into its compiling, and what a picture it gives 
of the stream of talent that pours from this 
school. Good value indeed. 

Naturally as one becomes more antique 
the numbers of those whom one remembers 
and who a re still al ive dwindles yearly, but it 
was good to recognise the names (from 1 92 1 -
23) o f  Croasdale, Schollick a n d  Bu rrows, and 
to realise that I have practica l ly  ach ieved 
i m mortality by smacking C. E. Winson's face 
with my left hancl,......Although you doubtless 
deserved it Winson, I ao apologise ! 

All power to the Editorial elbow! 
H .  G .  FIELD. 

THE EAST INDIA CLUB 
FOLLOWI NG an initiative by the Association 
in 1 983, the Queen El izabeth's shield now 
hangs in a prominent position amongst the 
other Public School badges on the main 
staircase of the East  India Club. 

This is a West End Club of some standing 
with 4,500 mem bers of all ages and from 
almost all walks of life. In a very attractive 
club house, situated right in the centre of 
London in St. James's Square. 

It is normally quite difficult to be 
nomi nated for membership but any Old 
Blackburnian, upon the personal recom
mendation of the Headmaster, can join 
under the Jf7 scheme. This provides recent 
leavers with the full membership of a top 
London Club at a purely token subscription 
rate of £9 per year for seven years and no 

. seconder for membership is requ i red. 
The Headmaster wou ld be delighted to 

support any application for membership of 
the Club. 
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INAUGURAL STUDENTS ' DINNER 
THE inaugural dinner of the 
Old Blackburnians' Students 
was held at the Moat 
House Hotel, Blackburn, 
on Saturday, April 13th, 
1 985, and was aimed at 
attracting students who 
have left school during the 
past five years and who are 
members of the Old Black
burnians' Association. 

An invitation was also 
extended to current mem
bers of the second year 
sixth form who would be 
leaving school in the 
summer. 

Formality was kept to a 
minimum and following 
an excellent four-course 
meal, a disco was held. 

Mr. E.  J. Kay representing 
the Old Blackburnians' 
Association welcomed the 
students and the Head
master thanked Chri stine 
Kay for her efforts in 
organising the evening. 

In all 82 people atten
ded the function, including 
35 members of the current 
sixth form. 

The evening was voted 
a great success and as 
continuity towards this 
becoming an annual event, 
next year's venue has 
already been arranged at the 
Trafalgar Hotel, Samlesbury, 
for Friday, 1 4th April, 1 986. 
Your contacts and organi
sers are Chris Metcalfe and 
Julia Newton. 

••••••••••••••••••• 

! TOP CLASS fABRICS ! 
• • 

: I T  IS OU R CONSTANT E N D E AVOU R : • TO O F F E R  F A B R ICS OF QI!J A L lTY I N  • 
• D E S I G N  A N D  TEXTU R E .  • 
• 11- • 
• Our workroom is at y our disposal for • 
• M A K I N G -U P  CU RTAI N S ,  P E L M ETS, • 
• B E D -C OV E R I N GS, LOOSE COV E RS, ETC • 
• 

A L L  TY PES OF R A I LS AND B L I NDS 
• 

• 
SUPP L I E D  A N D  F ITTE D 

• 
• • 
• • 

: RYLEY & HAMPSON LIMITED : 
: 82 KING WILL lAM STREET, : • BLACK BURN. • 
• • 
• Telephone 53935 • 
................... 

Suits for business 
and pleasure 

by MAGEE 

and other 

lead ing makes 

in pure 

new wool 

and terylene 

blends 

from 

£75 

at 

GRAYS 
1 Penny Street 

and 

Market Hal l  

B lack bu rn 

phone 53275 
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"WILD BILL PROCTOR" 
CANADA 1 985 

Stampede! With in what seemed only hours 
of leaving the du l l ,  overcast sky of Man
chester Airport, we were thrust into the hot, 
sunlit morning of the opening parade of the 
Calgary Stampede. For three and a half hours 
we beheld, from the steps of the Mu nicipal 
Bui ldi ngs, the u nending l i nes of horses, 
flower-decked floats, fast-stepping bands, 
streams of lovingly maintained veteran cars, 
police corps displays, fire trucks, tribes of 
Indians, serried ranks of R .C. M . P.,  special ly 
invited guests ( Mohammed Ali i n  the longest 
American automobile you ever saw, Sir  
Edmund Hi lary i n  a neat horse-drawn 
carriage), gai ly-dressed clowns who paraded 
the main avenues of the town, distri buting 
bal loons, stickers, fire crackers and candies to 
delighted chi ldren, and al l  the past presidents 
of the Calgary Stampede finely mounted on 
carefu lly g roomed bays and palominos. In  
spite of i ts  modernity, huge skyscrapers and 
vast office blocks, Calgary remains a horse 
town. An amazing contrast, all the i nter
national busi ness atmosphere of the city 
centre yet everybody wears a cowboy hat and 
loves to see a bronco broken. Every home
stead i n  the surrounding countryside boasts 
its specialised or thorough bred horses. 
Indeed everything about Canada astounds 
you : the i ncredi ble distances along straight 
h ighways, the high summer temperatures 
(88°F - 92°F whi lst we were there). the lone
l iness of the prairie, the saw-toothed 
jaggedness of the mou ntains, jagged 
because the Rockies are a recent geological 
creation, their upheaval from the earth being 
a mere 50 mi l l ion years ago, the g igantic size 
of the a ir-conditioned shopping mal ls, the 
mu ltitudinous varieties of ice-cream, the 
excel lence of the coffee (you cannot get a 
bad cup of coffee in Canada), the size of the 
beefsteaks and the uninhibited friendliness 
of the people. 

We stayed with the Ashcrofts and Pilking
tons i n  Calgary. We enjoyed the free 
breakfasts given by corporations and 
businesses d u ring Stampede Week (6,000 
people attended ours ! )  and the remaining 
performances at the Stampede g rounds. We 
talked to native I ndians. I never before 
realised the significance of the Rain Dance, 
but having trodden the wide open spaces of 
the tinder-dry prairie, I knew why the plea 
of the song was special ly directed towards 
the formation of rain clouds. On that sultry 
afternoon, one I ndian Ch ief had abandoned 
his visitors to take siesta. The cal l  came 
from the leader of the dance: " If Chief Ed 
Bad Eagle will get himself down to the Sun 
Lodge, we' l l  begi n  the rai n  dance". I always 
imagined the 'reservations' as small enclo
sures for a few tepees, specially fenced and 
protected for the sole use of the natives. The 
one we passed on the outskirts of Calgary 
was 700m long and 200m broad!  

From Calgary we made our  way round the 
corner, as it were, to Trochu, a mere eig hty 
mi les to where Dr. Roy Ashcroft practises as 
veterinary surgeon. A little more leisurely 
here at h is  new home on the prairie, though 
we were fully occupied for the next few days. 
We were privileged to accompany Roy on his 

W. H. P. mingling with the crowds at the Calgery Stampede. 

veterinary duties, visiting remote farms to 
cure a prolapsed cow or on a nearer home
stead tending a colt with a nasty barbed-wire 
gash on the knee. We were quests of the 
Hutterites, the rel igious community whose 
excellent farming methods are much 
admired. Then back to the cl inic i n  Trochu to 
deal with the daily catalogue of domestic 
animal  u psets. To be asked to deputise in 
the operation . of spaying a cat was a bit of 
a surprise, I must admit, but a l l  went wel l  
a n d  t h e  cat retu rned home healthy a n d  wel l  
t h e  following day. I n  t h e  afternoons, we 
played dangerously, rather l ike teenagers 
given a n  unexpected half-day from school. 
We rode the white waters of the u pper 
reaches of the Red Deer River; we paddled, 
Indian canoe fashion, from Buffalo Leap to 
the Tolman Bridge, a distance of eight miles, 
in the utter si lence of the 'Bad lands' , stopping 
once only to scrutinize a n  early pioneer's 
hut; we rode long mi les from Drumhel ler, the 
site of much dinosau r  excavation, down to 
Rosedale, where the best examples of 
'hoodoos' are to be fou nd, massive stone
p i l lared erosions that the I ndians came to 
fear as disgru ntled giants, and we motored 
home in the evening sun, which had gashed 
itself on the sharp teeth of the distant 
mountain tops and shed a blood-red g low 
down the fu l l  length of the valley. On the 
Sunday we were treated to a champagne 
breakfast. Typical of Dr. Roger Pilki ngton to 
add the final touch to our pleasure. 

On Saturday, 1 1  July, the Annual Dinner of 
O. B.'s l iving in Alberta and British Columbia 
was held at the hotel on Lake Bonavista in 
Calgary. Doctors Roy Ashcroft, Alan Lomax, 
Roger Ma ltby, Roger Pilkington and myself 
were present. It seems incredible to all i n  
Britain that O. B.'s in  Canada are wil l ing to 
travel such vast distances to renew annua l ly 
their acquaintance and maintain the friend-

ships formed so many years ago at school.  
Perhaps because they are so far away from 
Blackburn they make specia l  efforts to keep 
O.B. 's, Western Canada, thriving. A good 
meal and i nformal conversation about the 
school i n  particular and education i n  general 
was completed by join ing the ladies in  the 
dance lounge u nti l  the early hou rs. I must say 
here, that though I had not seen the O.B.'s in 
Canada for some 30 years, I found them quite 
u nchanged, as l i keable and Lancastrian as I 
knew them as school boys years ago. Their 
Engl ishness persists and their h umou r, par
ticular ly that of joke-a-minute Alan Lomax, 
is much appreciated by E ng l ish and 
Canadians al ike. 

After the hectic activities of the past 
ten days, it was deemed we needed a more 
leisurely pace. The Pi l ki ngtons d rove us down 
to Banff, that lovely little town a bout the size 
of C l itheroe, in  the National Park. From a 
comfortable mid-town hotel we had time to 
admire the beauties of the Rockies. For five 
days we explored the town and its environs, 
the Cave and Basin Hot Spri"ngs, the 
museums and the Indian trading post. We 
could contemplate the summ its of Cascade 
Mountain and Rundle Mountain (so named 
after the first methodist minister to reach 
Banff at the end of the last century) from our 
hotel window. We sampled the best restau
rants but could rarely complete the meal .  
Those steaks on the r ib and those 'doubles' 
steak and ch icken, or trout and steak, or any 
combination of two meat dishes - were too 
much for us. We travelled further afield, 
visit ing Kicking Horse Pass, Lake Louise, and 
the Crowfoot Glacier.  We traced the Bow 
River to its source at Bow Lake, and c l imbed, 
by bus, the mountains on the eastern side of 
the Great Divide. The culmination of this 
marvellous jou rney throug h  the Rockies was 
to go by snowcat vehicle to the highest point 



AUTUM N , 1 985 

on the Colu m bian Icefield, the largest g lacier 
system in the whole of the north American 
Continent. We ate barbecue style in the 
forest, attended lectures in the open air  on the 
geological structure of the Rocky Mountain 
range and the formation of the Bow River. We 
were bitten by mosquitoes and warned of the 
dangers of entering bear country. We saw 
mountain goats and elk, or 'moose' as they 
say, heard the lonely coyote whine in the 
distance and were told of the early pioneers' 
struggles in these remote mountains areas. 
We approved the efforts of n i neteenth 
century conservationists, for without them 
the vast national parks of Banff and Jasper 
wou ld not exist today. At the end of five days, 
the Ashcrofts arrived to set us on our 
jou rneyings again towards the Creston Valley 
i n  British Columbia.  

The swir l ing waters of Marble Canyon 
demanded a mid-morning break, then on 
through Sinclair  Gorge to Radium Hot 
Springs, the half-way stage where we were to 
meet Alan Lomax who was to conduct us on 
the remainder of the jou rney. Farewel ls  to the 
Ashcrofts had to be brisk and then on to Fort 
Steele, the national Heritage Park recreation 
of the original settlement, Cranbrook and 
Creston Val ley. I n  a different time zone by 
now we began to u nderstand the demand for 
powerful engines, arm-chair  seating and a i r
conditioning in a l l  vehicles. 

Crestan was as different again as the 
Rockies were from the prairie country. R ich 
and fert i le fruit-growing farms, gentler slopes 
to the h i l ls, softer sunsets. A hazier, lazier 
atmosphere. A joy, again to see the accom
plishments of conservationists at the 
Wildl ife I nterpretation Centre and their 
efforts to preserve the original charac
teristics of the old Kootenay river formation. 
Or to visit the trout farms', to ride the longest 
free vehicu lar ferry in the world across the 
storm-harrassed Kootenay Lake, or to drive 
through Summit Pass, where even the 
conifers shrink with cold and perish. We 
managed to reach the summit of Thompson 
Mounta in  in  the Lomax Jeep (take note, 
Bob Ki l l ingbeck and Trevor Haworth) and 
I f lew in Alan's plane down to Richmond, 
Idaho, for Sunday breakfast. What a pity 
we had no American dollars when the bi l l  
h a d  t o  b e  paid ! 

Three days later we were on our  way down 
the Lower Fraser Valley by Trans-Canadian 
Hig hway One to Vancouver Island and 
Victoria, the most typically E n g l ish provincial 
capital in  Canada. Twenty fou r  hours to see 
the sights - Parliament Bui ldings, the 
Provincial M useum, the u ndersea gardens, 
the notable Butchart Gardens landscaped 
in the first instance from a disused quarry 
and the famous hotels in Victoria. Next day 

TRIBUTE TO FRED DEWHURST 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5) 

Archdeconry Representative for the Royal 
School of Church Music and has often acted as 
Housemaster at instrumental courses at St. 
Elphin's, Darley Dale, and at other centres round 
about the diocese. Many O.B.'s think of Fred as 
an Old Blackburnian (as, of course, he is really, 
since the rules of the Association admit all  
members of staff as Old Blackburnians), rather 
than an Old Clitheronian, for he always plays the 
accompaniment at annual O.B.'s dinners. Not 
only the Association, but this magazine itself has 
cause to be grateful to Fred Dewhurst, for it is lar
gely his production of the school's annual O.B.'s 
Newsletter under the auspices of Brian Kemball-
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Old Boys' Dinner, Bonavista Hotel, Calgary, 1 1th July, 1985. 
Dr. Alan Lomax, W.H.P., Dr. Roger Maltby, Dr. Roger Pilkington, Dr. Roy Ashcroft. 

northwards to Nanaimo and Departure Bay 
for the two-hour ferry crossing to the city 
of Vancouver. 

Vancouver is a lovely city, surrounded as it 
is by in lets and waterways. A freshness from 
the Pacific pervades the down-town streets 
and walkways. An ideal venue for Expo 86, 
which we visited, for most of the multi
national exhibits are a lready sited and 
the Expo dome complex functioning. By the 
end of Ju ly, 1 985, some 200,000 visitors 
had paid to view Expo 86 and the amazing 
Omnimax Theatre where a huge hemi
spherical screen surrounds the 500 seat 
audience. Gigantic images, n i ne times larger 
than those shown on normal large c inema 
screens, engulf the audience with scenes 
and sou nds from all sides. No sojourn i n  
Vancouver would b e  complete without a visit 
to an American football game in the newly 
constructed Place Stadium, with its 60,000 
armchair seats and its famous air-inflated 
fibreglass roof. The admission prices were 
as surprising as the architecture - $20 per 
seat, $5 to park the car!  

We must final ly state our indebtedness to 
our  Canadian hosts. We shall  be eternally 

Cook, Headmaster, that Old Blackburnians 
began to receive an annual communication 
about their affairs, sporting interests and profes
sional successes. The newsletter was so 
welcomed that Tom Sharratt, professional 
journalist with 'The Guardian' at the time, was 
inspired to launch a first edition of 'Magister' 
which has been so appreciated by Old Blackbur
nians ever since. 

Sportsman, musician, teacher and mentor, 
Fred Dewhurst has exercised his multifarious 
talents over long years with constant grace and 
good humour. In their orchestra and classroom, 
the school wil l  long remember his unsparing 
service. We wish himself and his dear wife, 
Margaret, continued good health and a long and 
happy retirement. 

W.H.P. 

grateful to a l l  O. B.'s in Canada for i nviting 
us to share their homes and l ifestyles. Our 
particular thanks are due to Doctors Ashcroft, 
Pi l kington and Lomax who arranged our  
hospital ity. We followed what has now 
become a l most a tradition of inviting 
members of staff to travel i n  Canada - the 
late Harry King, E ric Whittle and the Head
master have preceded us. Anyone who 
i ntends to visit or u ndertake professional 
duties i n  Western Canada would be most 
warmly welcomed by Messrs. Ashcroft, 
Pi l ki ngton and Lomax. They wil l  not mind if I 
quote their 'phone numbers: Doctor Roy A. 
Ashcroft, 0 1 0 1  403 442 3048; Doctor G.  Roger 
Pi lkington, 0 1 0 1  403 239 0370; Doctor Alan 
Lomax, 0 1 0 1  604 428 937 1 .  Dial d irect, but 
remember the 8-hour time difference to 
Al berta and the 9-hour difference to British 
Columbia.  Once again, from Margaret and 
myself, sincere thanks for a great holiday, and 
let  it not be long before we meet again,  next 
t ime, perhaps, in Blackburn. 

W.H.P. 

OUR THANKS 
TH E editorial staff of " M agister" 
would like to thank everyone who has 
contributed articles, letters and 
general views, without which the 
production of this magazine would 

not be possible. 

PLEASE KEEP THEM COMING. 
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OLD BLACKBURNIANS ' A.F .C. REPORT 1985 
THE season began as usual  with the Old Blacks Sevens with 1 6  
team s  from the L.A.L. playing o n  one of the hottest days o f  1 984. 
Starting on a h igh note, the first team paced themselves well and 
came through to defeat Old Boltonians 4-3 in  the final,  winning 
the Tom my Whewel l  Trophy for  the fifth t ime. 

In the league, however, the 1st XI never recovered from some 
heavy early defeats which sapped confidence amongst some 
players far too easily. The defence was eventual ly shored u p  and 
more points gai ned but it was a conti nued struggle and 
relegation only escaped by one place. Club captai n ,  Dave 
Ainsworth clearly has a difficult task to raise his  side 
after a few disappointing seasons at 1 st team level .  

The 2nds had a n  excellent start and after ten games were 
lying second and going strongly. The inevitable 1 st team cal ls 
and loss of student players, forcing team changes, didn't help 
and a few defeats before Ch ristmas proved to be crucia l .  
However, Tony McNamee a s  captai n  ma naged t o  steady the boat 
and a final league position of fifth was qu ite respectable. 

As often happens the 3rd and 4th Xl's bore the brunt of 
selection problems and it was soon obvious that Roger Master's 
third team would not have the success of the previous season .  
T h e  4th XI proved t o  b e  t h e  entertainers a n d  produced some 
excellent performances u nder Pete Ea rnshaw's leadership. 

P. W. D. L .  F. A. Pts. 
1 st 30 7 7 1 6  41 63 2 1  
2 n d  2 8  1 4  5 9 64 3 8  33 
3rd 26 1 2  4 10 59 60 28 
4th 26 14 2 10 88 69 30 

On the c lub scene, one of the main h ighl ights was the Annual  
Di nner on June 7th.  A larger than usual attendance enjoyed a n  
entertaining evening with W i l f  McGuinness proving a good 
choice as guest speaker. The teams' Player of the Year and 
Clubman awards were presented as usual,  and M ick Heaps ofthe 
4th team a lso picked u p  the new leading goalscorer award. A sum 
of  £1 50 was raised at  the dinner for  the Bradford City F ire 
Disaster Appeal. 

Private h i res have once again formed the major source of bar 
i ncome but it is now clear that these will have to be reduced next 
year and more social  activity generated withi n  the club. New 
members will of course be made most welcome in very com
fortable surroundings and can receive detai ls at the c lub or from 
Pat McCa rthy (Tel. 461 32) .  

The '1 00' Club has continued to f lourish u nder the watchful 
eye of Norman Beaumont, the Club's new Vice-Chairman and 
£1 500 i n  prize money has been eagerly snapped u p  this year by 
the lucky participants. 

Final ly, on behalf of the Old Blacks, I would l i ke to pay 
tri bute to Ken Forbes, our cu rrent President, who has been 
connected with the Club for all of its 60 years - a tremendous 
feat! The ful l  l ist of his main achievements a re :  membershi p  
started 1 925, Trustee elected 1 929, Chairman 1 929-48, Life 
membership elected 1 948, President 1 963 to the present. Ken 
sti l l  shows a great deal of interest i n  all  matters and we enjoy 
his conti nued support. 

M any thanks Ken. 
PHI L  S U M N E R, J u ly, 1 985 

PRESIDENT OF E.L.G.A.  
WINS JUDGE W ALMSLEY CUP 
THE Old Blackburnian's Golf Competition was held at  Wilpshire 
Golf Club on Thursday, 1 3th June, 1 985. 

The prizes were presented by the Captain of Blackburn, David A. 
Smith ( 1 946-51 ). 

Winner of the Judge Walmsley Cup was T. A. (Tommy) Martin, 
of Wilpshire ( 1 945-51 ). President of the East Lancashire Golf 
Association with 74-6-68 followed by David I. Forbes (Wilpshire) 
( 1 954-&3). Secretary of the Old Blacks with a 91 -22-69. The Sir 
Gi lbert Gerrard Cup winner was Robert Adams (Wilpshire) 
( 1 978-83) with a .\lross score of 76. 

Because of the relatively low entry a discussion ensued as to 
whether to change the date at Blackburn next year with no 
decision to date. 

Enquiries are welcomed by the organiser, Ray Smith, telephone 
number 0254 53266. 

Wilt McGuinness, the ex-England international and former Manchester 
United player and manager, presented the awards at the Old 

Blackburnians A.F. C. 's Annual Dinner. 
McGuinness (2nd left) is pictured handing over the first team Player of 

the Year A ward to 'Di' Partington. 
Looking on are (left to right): Phil Sumner (Chairman), Keith Taylor 
(Clubman of the Year), Dave Forbes (Fourth Team), Craig Hindle 

(Second Team) and Steve Walker (Third Team). 

20 YEARS ON . . .  

BRIAN KEMBALL-COOK 

BRIAN KEMBALL COOK writes from London to bring us up to date on the last 
20 years. He left as Headmaster of Queen Elizabeth's in 1 965 to become head of 
Bedford Modern School. During his headmastership an entirely new school was 
planned and built. It was opened in 1 974. In 1 976 the school was honoured with a 
visit by the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh. In 1 977 he retired, and he and his wife 
Marian moved to East Grinstead, where they are now living at 23 Grosvenor Road. 

Since moving to Sussex both Brian and Marian �emball-Cook have been active 
in part-time teaching. Brian has conducted classes in Classical Greek and in Greek 
Civi l isation, and taught Latin and Greek for several years in local independent 
schools. He is currently a tutor with the University of Sussex Centre for Continuing 
Education. Marian Kembal l-Cook has taught music for several years in a local 
preparatory school, but is now concentrating on private pupils. 

They both have a great interest in foreign travel,  and in recent years 
have visited the Greek mainland, Corfu, Rhodes and, Belgium, and have made 
several visits to Italy. 

Brian and Marian are both founder members of the East Grinstead Literary 
Society. Marian has served as Chairman of the Society, and they have both read 
papers on various l iterary topics over the years. Brian has happy memories of 
introducing boys from the school to climbing in Snowdonia and the Lakes, and 
he still cl imbs in North Wales with his sons. Combining his interests. he is shortly 
to read a paper to the Literary Society on 'The Literature of Mountaineering'. 

Brian Kemball-Cook recently completed a verse translation of Homer's 
Odyssey. It is a l ine-for-l i ne translation into English hexameters (the same metre 
as the original) and is to be published next year. 

Their four children are all  in London and happily occupied. Jessica took an 
Honours degree in  English at Oxford, qualified as a l ibrarian, and worked for five 
years as a school librarian. She is now married, with two chi ldren, and does much 
writing for educational journals; she specialises in children's literature. David, after 
taking degrees in Mathematics and Philosophy at Oxford and in Operational 
Research at Lancaster, has special ised in the problems of disaster relief; he 
has visited India, Tanzania and Somalia to report on relief operations. Geoffrey 
is a research biochemist working on problems connected with blood, while Oliver 
has been accepted for a degree course in International Relations. 

Brian and Marian would be delighted to hear from any Old Blackburnians 
who were at the School during their time in Blackburn. 
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MESSRS. RHODES, DEWHURST AND COOKE RETIRE 

A S  Queen E lizabeth's, a l o n g  with every secon
dary school i n  the kingdom, reassesses its 
curriculum in order to meet the demands of 
new ideas and examination systems, anyone 
who knows about or operates i n  such curricula 
real ises only too wel l  that for a school to meet 
with any kind of success there is always another 
hidden, unscripted curricu l u m  constantly being 
serviced and added to by a dedicated staff. Thus 
it was that i n  July 1 985 whi lst we ostensibly saw 
move into retirement a biologist, and Engl ish 
specialist and a geographer,. we i n  fact were 
deprived of the daily services of so very 
much more. Simu ltaneously losing three good 
teachers of vast experience is a heavy blow 
to any school, but losing Messrs. Rhodes, 
Dewhu rst and Cooke, and their extra skills as 
well, is particularly h a rd upon Queen E l izabth's. 

In straight numerical terms of years spent at 
QEGS, Mr. Fred Dewhurst easily leads this trio. 
A tribute to Fred's outstanding service to the school can be found on page 
five. 

Fred had had his feet under the QEGS table a l most two decades when 
Mr. Don Rhodes joined our Biology Department as a recruit to the teaching 
profession in September, 1 966. His previous experiences over twelve years 
as Chief Fisheries Officer in charge of the Uganda Fisheries Department 
based at Entebbe on Lake Victoria had been so i l l ustrious as to gain him the 
M.B.E .  with which he was i nvested at Buckingham Palace by the Queen. 
I n  talking to him, however, one always has the sneaking suspician that, 
much as he enjoyed his job, he looks upon the two occasions when he 
acted as a Game Warden for the Ugandan National Parks as particular  
h ighl ights of h is  many years i n  Africa. 

But even before Africa, Don had been much travelled, mai nly because 
of war service. From Aireborough Grammar School, Yeadon, he went up to 
St. John's College, Cambridge, where he seemed to spend as much time 
fi re-watching, as studying for his degree i n  Natural Sciences. 

I m mediately upon graduating, either with the Queen's Royal Reg i
ment or the Royal Indian Army, he saw service as far apart as the North
West Frontier and Burma and was eventually demobilised from Kuala 
Lumpur i n  Ma laya. 

All of such experience, and particularly because some of it was i n  time 
of war, is precious to any schoolmaster, and it has shown i n  Don's service 
to QEGS. Many of us are going to remember his short hom i l ies, particularly 
at sixth-form assemblies, which have regularly drawn upon those 
experiences i n  order to i l lustrate the point he wished to make. Equally 
many sixth-formers-especially those i n  the last ten years after he became 
Head of Biology-have had cause to thank him for the orderly administra
tive skills gained as an Army and Colonial Officer which arranged the 
excellent Biology Field Trips, local visits to such delights as Salmesbury 
Sewerage Works and particularly that constantly updated little notebook 
which could tell you in a twi nkle of time exactly which medical or dental 
school wanted what, when and how. Indeed, not only the sixth-formers, 
but the Careers Master was also regularly g rateful to have such expertise 
on hand. Equally his services to first, the Railway Society, and then the 
Senior Scientific Society will be sorely missed. 

Just l i ke Mr. Rhodes our th ird retiree, Mr. Stanley Cooke, is also a 
Yorkshireman, but u n l ike the biologist, our geographer is not entirely 
disappearing from the everyday school scene, since he has offered to 
continue his  services to swi mming, at least for the foreseeable future. With 
Mr. Cooke, as with Mr. Dewhu rst, his l i fe apart from interruption for 
mil itary wa r service-even his graduate train ing at Leeds came i n  two 
sections-has been one of constant service to education, from London to 
Stockton-on-Tees, then by way of Ashby-de-Ia-Zouche and Caistor to 
Blackburn, where he joined QEGS Geography Department in 1 969. 

Here again however, the academic disci pl ine is only part of the 
enrichment that Stanley has given to school. For many years as leader of 
the Scout Group he was the man who compiled the weekly training 
sessions which found their proving i n  the camps both at home and abroad 
which he also arranged. Simu ltaneously he breathed new life into the 
whole of school swi mming. I know of more than one Head of P.E. who has 
been more than grateful for Stanley's caring for this very important sport 
and ski l l .  At the same time Stanley has been quietly very proud of being 
associated with those young swimmers who have prog ressed right up to 
Olympic level i n  that sport. Certainly there are many boys and young men 
who point to him as the provider of chances to practise and compete. 

Quite apart from Scouts and swi mming, Stanley brought his skil ls as a 
lay reader in the Church of England to bear in the classroom as a teacher of 
Religious Studies and as the master-in-charge of the first forms. Here his 
sympathy towards and understanding of the needs of new boys i n  the 
school have quietly but definitely borne lasting results for good over the 
years of his influence. 

Thus it is that in terms of years - a l l  told some 73 accumulated years in 
the case of these three gentlemen - that I suppose one could g l i bly make 
an assessment of their service to QEGS. However, let me emphasise as I 
end what I stated at the beg inning,  that service in depth and width and 
much of it hidden is what makes a good school into a great one and I hope I 

have showed just how very deep and wide has been the service which Fred, 
Don and Stan have given to QEGS. Let all three rest assured that they wil l  
be as equally missed i n  the staff room as they wil l  i n  the classrooms, 
laboratories and those man ifold places outside school in which they have 
readily provided help, learn ing, care and encouragement. They are 
welcome to call on us at any time during what we hope will be long, 
healthful and interesting retirements. 

CHANGED ADDRESS? 
Please advise new address to : 

Magister 
clo Q.E.G.S.  

West Park Road 
Blackburn BB2 6DF 

Men goi ng pl aces cal l  at 

R O Y  M A R L O R  and choose 

qual i ty  clothes w i t h  a d i ff

erence. A d i fference that 

the part i cu l a r  man takes 

to h is heart.  

• 
A l l  the top names end u p  

at R O Y  M A R L O R .  F or Suits ,  

Jackets, Trousers , Sh i rts ,  

K n i twear, Etc.  

• 
Y ou should make R O Y  

M A R L O R  y o u r  shop-there's 

no f i ner pl ace i n  the whole 
of the North.  

E.J .W. 

RO Y 
MARLOR PURE NEW � 

FOR HAN ABOUT TOWN AND COUNTRY 

BLACKBURN 53 King William St. Tel. 59372 
BUR N L E Y  30 The Mall.  Tel. 23073 
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: 

J .  ASKEW ( 1 978-80) Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, 
Dlv. 2: Hons. Land Management, Leicester Poly
technic. Appointed to Investment/Auctions 
Department, Edward Erdman, Chartered' Sur
veyors, London. 
RACHEL BAGGALEY ( 1 976-78) Qualified M B 
B.S. Medicine, St. Thomas' Hospital Medi

'
c�i 

School. Appointed Houseman at St. Thomas' 
Hospital. 
C. M. BALDWIN ( 1 973-80) Graduated B A  
Class 2, Div. 2, Hons. American Studies (Hist� ry ) 
University of Kent. 
SARAH BARNES ( 1 977-79) Qualified M. B., B.S. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne University. Appointed 
House Physician Darlington Memorial Hospital 
to Jan. 1 985, then House Surgeon West 
Cumberland Infirmary, Whitehaven. 

' 

SUSAN E. BEAUMONT ( 1 980-82) Awarded the 
Marks and Spencer Prize and an industrially 
sponsored scholarship. 
A: D. BELL ( 1 973-80) Graduated M.A., Class 2, 
Dlv. 1 ,  Hons. German and Linguistics, St. 
Andrews University. 
A. S. BLACKBURN ( 1 974-81 )  Graduated B.Sc., 
Class 2, Div. 2, Hons. Management Sciences, 
U.M.I.S.T. Manchester. Appointed Trainee 
Chartered Accountant, Coopers and Lybrand, 
Manchester. 
R. P. BOLTON ( 1 961 -68) M.A., B.M., B.C.l., 
M.R.C.P. Awarded M.D. by Bristol University. At 
present Lecturing and Honorary Senior 
Registrar, University Dept. of Medicine, St. 
James' Hospital, Leeds. 
R. BRACEWELL ( 1 970-79) Graduated B A  
Class 2, Div. 1 ,  Hons. Town and Cou�try 
Planning, University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
Appointed Assistant Planning Officer, Knowsley 
M.B.C. 
J. H. BRETHERTON ( 1 973-80) Graduated B.Sc., 
Class 2, Div. 1 : Hon�. Land Management (Agri
cultural SpeCialization), Reading University. 
Appol �ted Surveyor with Ministry of Agriculture 
Fisheries and Foods, Lincoln. 
N. J. BRUNSKILL ( 1 969-79) Qualified M.B., 
Ch.B., Leicester University Medical School. 
Appointed House Physician in chest medicine 
and cardiology, Groby Road Hospital, Leicester. 
C. BULLOCK ( 1 9 7 1 -81 ) Graduated B.A., Class 2, 
H�ns. Biochemistry, Christ's College, Cam
bridge. Continuing as research assistant in 
Biochem istry, Cambridge. 
A. BUTLER ( 1 968-74) Ordained Priest in Black
burn Cathedral. Appointed to the Parish Church 
of St. Luke, Skerton, Lancaster. 
GILLlAN P. CAMPBELL ( 1 976-78) (Mrs. Row
land). Qualified M.B.,  Ch .B. Manchester. 
Appointed House Physician at Newcastle Gen. 
Hospital, Aug. 1 984. Appointed House Surgeon 
at Hexham Gen. Hospital, Feb. 1 985. 
A. R. CARYSFORTH ( 1 974-81 ) Graduated B.Sc., 
Class 2, Div. 2, Hons. Social Psychology, 
Loughborough University. 
R. E. CHARNLEY ( 1 973-80) Graduated B.A., Class 
3, �ons. History, Lancaster University. 
Appointed Student Insurance Adviser, 
Endslelgh Insurances, Liverpool. 
S. A. CLARKSON ( 1 982-83) January 1 984 passed 
the Associateship Examination of the Royal 
Colleg� of .organists, gaining the Limpus, 
Frederlck Shlnn and Durrant Prizes for highest 
marks in the organ playing; the Sowerbutts and 
Durrant Prizes for highest marks in the paper
work section; �nd the Read Prize for the highest 
overall marks In the com plete examination. 

P. B. CLAYTON ( 1 956-63) Appointed Head of 
Thornhi l l  Middle School, Leeds. 
M. R: COLE Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 1, Hons. 
POlitiCS, York University. Awarded Depart
mental Prize. 
D. COLLlNSON ( 1 960-70) Awarded Royal 
Society Reserrch Fellowship in Chemistry. 
ANDREA COOK ( 1 978-80) Graduated B.A., Class 
2, Dlv. 2, Hons. English and History of Art Leeds 
University. ' 

M. J. COOK ( 1 973-80) Graduated B.TEC., H.N.D.,  
Geographical Techniques, Luton College of 
Higher Education. 
J. A. COVILL ( 1 974-81 )  Graduated B.Sc., Class 3, 
Hons. Pure Chemistry, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
University. Appointed Research and Develop
ment Chemist, Blackburn Chemicals. 
M. N. COW ELL ( 1 979-80) Graduated B.A., Class 
2, Div: 2 ,  Hons. Modern Languages (German and 
Spanish) Salford University. Appointed Export 
Sales and Marketing with BCL Skerko Films 
Swindon, Wilts. ' 

REV. l. A. CRAGG, M.A. ( 1 939-46) Appointed 
Honorary Canon of Hesham. 
A. CROOK ( 1 9 7 1 -81 ) Graduated B.Sc., Phar
macy, Sunderland Polytechnic. 
A. CROWTHER ( 1 972-78) Qualified M . B. ,  B.S. 
King's College Hospital Medical School 
London. Appointed House Surgeon at East: 

bourne District General Hospital. 
A. K. DANIELS ( 1 974-80) Graduated B.Sc., Class 
2, Div. 2, Biochemistry, Sheffield University. 
Appointed Quality Assurance Tech. Officer 
(Method Development), Farley Health Products 
Li mited, Kendal. 
E. JANE DARLING ( 1 979-81 ) Graduated B.Sc., 
Medical . SCience, St. Andrews University. 
Proceeding to Manchester University for 
Clinical Studies. 
S. DIX ( 1 974-81 ) Qualified Ll.B., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Law, Leicester University. 
JANE DOBSON ( 1 977-79) Graduated B.D.S. 
Manchester University. General Dental 
Practitioner. 
E. DOWSON ( 1 973-8 1 )  Graduated B.Sc., 
General Agriculture, Nottingham University. 
JO DUCAT ( 1 979-8 1 )  Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, 
Dlv. 2, Hons. Agricultural Science, Nottingham 
University. 
D. S. ECCLES ( 1 972-79) Graduated B.Sc., Class 3, 
Hons. Chemistry, Queen Mary College, London 
University. 
CATHRYN FAIRWEATHER ( 1 979-81 ) Graduated 
B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, Hons. Psychology, 
Plymouth Polytechnic. 
A: FEATHER ( 1 973-80) Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, 
Dlv. 1,  Hons. Mechanical Engineering, 
Loughbomug.h University. AppOinted to a post 
with Phllips Lim ited, Halifax. 
COLETTE GEORGE ( 1 979-8 1 )  Graduated B.A., 
Class 2, Div. 1, Hons. Medical Sciences New 
Hall, Cambridge. Proceeding to Manchester 
University for Clinical Studies. 

LlNDA J. GIBSON ( 1 978-80) Graduated B A  
Class 2, Div. 1 ,  Hons. Philosophy, Sus�e� 
University. 
E. S. GORTON ( 1 968-75) Passed Final 
Examination of the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants. 
A: J. GOSDEN ( 1 974-80) Graduated B.A., Class 2, 
Dlv. 1 ,. Hons. N�tural Sciences, Magdalene, 
Cambridge. AppOinted Computer Analyst and 
Programmer, British Telecom. 
M. R. GRAY ( 1 97 1 -8 1 )  Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, 
Dlv. 2, . Accountancy-Data ProceSSing, Leeds 
University. Appointed Trainee Accountant 
Robson, Rhodes, Leeds. 
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A. W. GREENWOOD ( 1 972-81 ) Graduated B A  
Cla.ss 2, Div. 2, Hons. Government, Manche�te

'� 
University. Appointed Student Chartered 
Accountant for Thornton Bauer, Man
chester. 
TERRIE M. HARGREAVES ( 1 979-81 ) Awarded 
H . N.D. in Business Studies, Bristol Polytechnic. 
Appointed Publicity Officer. 
M. T. HARRISON ( 1 970-80) Graduated B A  
Class �, Hons. Ph i losophy and Theolo

'
gy: 

Regent s Park
. 

College, Oxford University. 
Proceeding to City University, London. 
K. A. HAYES ( 1 973-79) Graduated B.A., Class 2 
Hons. Chemistry, Merton College, Oxford. 

' 
KAREN A. HAYGARTH ( 1 979-8 1 )  Graduated 
B.A., � Iass 2, Div. 1 ,  Hons. Accounting and 
F inanCial Administration, University College 
of N. Wales, Bangor. Appointed Trainee 
Accountant with Price, Waterhouse, Man
chester. 
R. J. HAYNES ( 1 973-79) Graduated B.A., Class 2, 
Hons. Modern Languages ( French and German) 
Exeter College, Oxford University. Appointed 
Management Development Trainee, Lloyds 
Bank, London. 
J. C. HEADLEY ( 1 973-79) Graduated B.A., Class 
1 ,  Hons. Philosophy, Politics and Economics 
University College, Oxford. Appointed Busines� 
Analyst at I.C.I. Slough. 
M. R. HEADLEY ( 1 974-80) Gr aduated B.A., Class 
2, Div. 1 ,  Hons. Engineering, Corpus Christi 
Cambridge. 

' 
D. W. HEBBLETHWAITE ( 1 97 1 -81 ) Graduated 
B.A., Class 3, Hons. Geography, Leeds 
University. Appointed Marketing Trainee, 
Kodak, Hemel Hem pstead. 
R. HELM ( 1 967-73) Qualified M.B., Ch.B. liver
pool University. Elected F.R.C.S. 1 982. 
Appointed Registrar in Orthopaedic Surgery 
Victoria Infirmary, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. ' 

D. J. HEYWORTH ( 1 978-80) Graduated B A  
Class 2, Div. 2, Hons. Economics, Manche�t�� 
Polytechnic. 
CLAIRE C. HIBBIT ( 1 978-80) Awarded R.G.N. in 
Nursing, Manchester Royal Infirmary School of 
Nursing. Appointed Staff Nurse Park Lee 
Hospital, Blackburn. ' 

KAREN HIGHAM ( 1 979-81 ) Gained Physio
therapy Diploma, School of Physiotherapy, 
Manchester . Royal Infirmary. Appointed 
PhYSiotherapist at Hope Hospital, Eccles, 
Manchester. 

K
: 

HOGAN ( 1 978-81 ) Graduated B.A., Class 2, 
Dlv. 1, Hons. Politics, Liverpool University. 
A. J. HOLDEN ( 1 97 1 -80) Graduated B.A., Class 2, 
Hons. Experimental Psychology, Jesus College, 
Oxford. 
M. B. HOLT ( 1 966-73) Appointed Works 
Director of Fenniger and Blackburn Limited 
Sli pper Manufacturers, Blackburn, as from 1 si 
October, 1 984. 
M. W

: 
HOOPER ( 1 97 1 -78) Graduated B.Sc., Class 

2, Dlv. 1 ,  Hons. Civil Engineering, Bolton 
Institute of Higher Education. Appointed 
graduate engineer with Simon-build Limited. 
P .

. 
HOOPER ( 1 973-80) Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, 

Dlv. 2, Hons. Agriculture. Research at 
Newcastle. 
D. JANE HORSFALL ( 1 978-81 ) Graduated B.A., 
Class 1, Hons. M?dern History, Balliol College, 
Oxford University. Proceeding to D.Phil. 
Course, Oxford. 
G. E. HUNDLEBY ( 1 974-80) Graduated B.A., 
Class 2, Hons. Engineering Science, St. John's 
College, Oxford Un!versity. Appointed Develop
ment Engineer at Rlcardo Consulting Engineers. 
I .  M. HUNTER Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1 ,  
Hons Mathematics, University College Durham. 
AppOinted trainee accountant with Spicer and 
Pegler, London. 
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D. HURST (1973-80) Graduated B.A., Class 2 ,  
Hons. Ancient a n d  Modern History, Christ 
Church, Oxford University. 
D. A. JAKUBOVIC ( 1973-80) Graduated BA, 
Class 1, Hons. Modern Languages, Leeds 
University. Proceeding to Leeds School of 
Education for P.G.C.E. 
VALERIE H. LlVESEY ( 1978-80) Graduated B.Sc., 
Class 2, Div. 2, Hons. Botany, Sheffield 
University. 
R. G. LOOMS ( 1971-81) Graduated B.A., Clas.s 2, 
Div. 2, Hons. Organisational Analysis and 
Industrial Relations, University of Salford. 
ANDREA J. LORD ( 1979-81 )  Graduated B.Sc., 
Class 2, Div. 2, Hons. Marketing Management, 
Lancaster University. 
DR. C. D. LUND B.Sc., M.B., Ch.B, D.R.C.O.G. 
( 1961-68) Awarded M.R.C.G.P. An associated 
partner with Drs. Anderson and Partners, 
Hong Kong. 
D. G. MARSDEN ( 1974-81 )  Graduated BA, Class 
2, Div. 2, Hons. Geography, Grey College, 
Durham University. Appointed Sales/Marketing 
Trainee, Land Rovers Parts Equipment. 
CHRISTINA l. MAUDSLEY ( 1979-81 )  Graduated 
B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, Hons. Food Science and 
Nutrition, Oxford Polytechnic. Proceeding to 
Ph.D. course at Bradford University. 
C. J. McMAHON ( 1969-79) Graduated BA, Class 
2, Div. 2, Hons Business Studies, Leicester 
Polytechnic. 
V. CLARE MILLER ( 1977-79) Graduated B.Ch.D. 
Leeds University. Appointed House Officer at 
Leeds Dental Hospital. 
SALLY MILLETT ( 1979-81 )  Graduated BA, Class 
2, Hons. Physiological Sciences, Exeter College, 
Oxford. Commencing Clinical Medical Studies 
at St. Bartholomew Hospital Medical School, 
London. 
SARAH l. MONK ( 1978-80) Graduated BA, 
Class 2, Div. 1, Hons. History, Lancaster 
University. 
S. MUKHERJEE ( 1974-8 1 )  Graduated BA, Class 
2, Div. 2, Hons. History, Kent University. 
D. G. MURRAY ( 1974-80) Graduated B.A., Class 
1, Hons. Mathematics, King's College, 
Cambridge. 
J. F. O'REILLY ( 1979-81 )  Graduated BA, Class 2, 
Div. 2, Joint Honours History of Politics, 
Leicester University. 
M. J. PARDOE ( 1979-81) Awarded Half-Blue 
200m. Churchill College, Cambridge and Silver 
Medal in the British Universities Athletics 
Championships held at  Loughborough. 
G. A. PATEL ( 1974-81 )  Graduated BA, Class 2, 
Hons. Medical Sciences, Fitzwilliam College, 
Cambridge. Proceeding to Medical Course at  
Middlesex University College Hospital. 
N. J. PENSWICK ( 1973-80) Graduated BA, 
Class 2, Div. 2, Hons. Social Administration, 
Lancaster University. 
T. l. PHILLlPS (1971-81) Graduated BA, Class 2, 
Hons. Physiological Sciences, Magdalen 
College, Oxford. 
E. PIDGEON ( 1973-80) Graduated BA, Class 2, 
Div. 1, Hons. Graphic Design, Liverpool 
Polytechnic. 
JANET POOLE ( 1978-80) Graduated BA, Class 
2, Div. 2, Hons. French Studies, Nottingham 
University. 
R. POWDRELL ( 1972-81 )  Graduated B.Sc., Class 
2, Div. 2, Hons. Mathematics, Imperial College, 
London University. Appointed Chartered 
Accountant with Kidsons. 

J. PROCTOR (1974-80) Graduated B.A., Class 2, 
Jurisprudence, Brasenose College, Oxford 
University. Studying for Solicitor's Final 
Exam. at  Guildford College of Law. Proceeding 
to Articles with Alexander, Tatham and Co., 
Manchester. 
D. M. E. REDDING ( 1974-80) Graduated BA, 
Class 2, Div. 1, Hons. English, Trinity College, 
Cambridge. 
FIONA REDMAN ( 1979-81 )  Graduated B.Sc., 
Class 2, Div. 2, Hons. Opthalmic Optics, 
University of Wales, Cardiff. Proceeding to 1st 
year pre-registration appointment at Liverpool. 
S. F. ROE ( 1972-78) Graduated BA, Class 2, Div. 
2, Hons. French/German. Commencing P.G.C.E. 
Course Exeter University 1984. 
D. J. ROYLE ( 1973-80) Graduated B.Sc., Mechan
ical E ngineering - Electrical options, North 
Staffs Polytechnic. Appointed Design 
Engineering Trainee with GEC High Voltage 
Switchgear, Stafford. 
A. SHAW (1972-79) Graduated B.Eng. Class 2, 
Div. 1, Hons. Mechanical Engineering, Imperial 
College, London University. Appointed Produc
tion Engineer, Shell Oil International, The 
Hague. 
D. A. SMITH (1973-81) Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, 
Div. 2, Hons. Computing and Electronics, Grey 
College, Durham University. Appointed 
Systems Analyst-Programmer, Sun Alliance 
Insurance, Horsham. W. Sussex. 
H. J. SMITH (1973-80) Graduated BA, Class 2, 
Hons. English, Oriel College, Oxford University. 
StUdying for Diploma in Law at London. 
A. D. STAINTON ( 1971-78) Graduated BA, Class 
1, Hons. German, King's College, London. 
Appointed Authorization Clerk, Visa Inter
national. 
C. J. SUTTON ( 1973-79) Graduated BA, Class 2, 
Hons. Mathematics, Wad ham College, Oxford 
University. Appointed Scientific . Officer, Gov
ernment Communications H.O. Cheltenham. 
D. SWALES, BA ( 1969-74) Ordained Deacon in 
Bradford Cathedral in June 1984 to serve his title 
in the Parish of St. Luke, Eccleshill, Bradford. 
B. S. TEMPLEMAN ( 1978-81 )  Graduated B.Sc., 
Class 2, Div. 2, Hons. Civil E ngineering, 
Nottingham University. Appointed Site 
E ngineer with Tarmac National Construction. 
N. R. THOMAS (1973-79) Graduated BA, Class 
2, Div. 1, Hons. History and Economics, Essex 
University. Proceeding to P.G.C.E. course, 
Birmingham University. 
N. A. TONG (1971-81) Awarded the Christopher 
Bushell V.G. Scholarship in Medicine at liver
pool University. 
C. VERLANDER ( 1978-80) Graduated B.Sc., . 
Class 2, Div. 2, Hons. Chemistry with European 
Studies (French), Sussex University. 
J. R. VINCENT ( 1979-81 )  Graduated B.Sc., Class 
3, Hons, Maths and Management, Manchester 
University. 
M. J. WALKER ( 1974-81 )  Graduated B.Sc., Class 
2, Div. 2, Hons. Appli.ed Biology, Sunderland 
Polytechnic. 
M. R. WALKER ( 1974-80) Graduated BA, Class 
2, Hons. Mathematics, Christ Church, Oxford 
University. 
D. A. WALSH ( 1974-81)  Graduated Ll.B., Class 2, 
Div. 2, Hons. Law, Nottingham University. 
Appointed Management Trainee Save and 
Prosper Unit Trust, Romford, Essex. 
J. G. WARNER ( 1974-81 )  Graduated B.Sc., 
Medical Science, St. Andrews University. 
Proceeding to Manchester University Medical 
School, Clinical Training. 
P. J. WHITEHEAD ( 1972-81 )  Graduated B.Sc., 
Class 2, Div. 1 ,  Hons. Chemistry, U.M.I.S.T. 
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J .  A .  WHITELEY ( 1973-80) Graduated BA, Class 
2, Hons. Mathematics, Balliol College, Oxford 
University. Appointed Graduate Trainee with 
British Aerospace PLC. 
M. H. WlLLlAMS ( 1970-80) Graduated Ll.B., 
Class 2, Div. 2, Hons. Law, Manchester 
University. 
P. H. WlLLlAMS ( 1971-78) Oualified B.M., B.Ch., 
Oxford University Medical School. Appointed 
House Physician, Heatherwood Hospital, Ascot, 
Berkshire. 
JANE WlLSON ( 1979-81 )  Graduated B.A., Class 
2, Div. 2, Hons. Social Policy and Administration, 
Leeds Polytechnic. 
R. N. WlLSON ( 1974-81) Graduated BA, Class 2, 
Div. 2, Hons. Economics/Geography, Leeds 
University. Appointed Management Trainee 
with British Mail Order Corporation. 
G. P. YOUNG ( 1970-80) Graduated B.Sc., Class2, 
Div. 1, Hons. Geography, Birmingham 
University. Appointed Trainee Journalist with 
the Birmingham Post and Mail Limited. 

Oxford and Cambridge 
Successes 

The following members of the School have 
been e lected to Open Awards: 

Cameron S. DOLEY: Instrumental Scholar
ship: Queen 's, Oxford. Hi story. 

Andrew G. FE LCE : Open Scholarship: Jesus, 
Oxford. Physics. 

Neil PARKER: Open Scholarsh ip:  Lady Mar
garet Hall, Oxford. English. 

In addition the following have gained 
places: 

Stephen J.  BAINE S :  Christ's, Cambridge. 
Veterinary Science. 

Tina G. COOK: Exeter, Oxford. Law. 
John S. DAS: Oriel, Oxford. P.P.P. 
B. Darren Bowds: Magda/en, Oxford. 

Mathematics. 
Alexandra H. A. DUG DALE : New Hall, Cam

bridge. Veterinary Science. 
Steven W. HACKING : Girton, Cambridge. 

E ngineering. 
R. G regory HADDOCK :  8alliol, Oxford. 

Modern HistorylModern Languages. 
F. Chiagozie HILARY-NWOKONKO : Fitz

william, Cambridge. Law. 
G ordon L. HOUGHTON: Magdalen, Oxford. 

E n glish . 
Richard J. HUNT: Magdalen, Oxford. Mathe

matics. 
David J.  HUNTER: Oriel, Oxford. English. 
John A. NEWMAN: Hertford, Oxford. Geo

graphy. 
Gail  S. PERRY: St. John's, Cambridge. 

Classics. 
Anne C. ROWLAND: Trinity, Cambridge. 

Modern and Medieval Languages. 
Russell S. SHELDRICK: Regent's Park, 

Oxford. Theology. 
J .  R. WALSH: St. Catharine's, Cambridge. 

Philosophy. 
David I. WHITELEY: St. John's, Oxford. 

Engineering. 
Nicholas J .  WHITTLE : Selwyn, Cambridge. 

Oriental Studies. 
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MOUNTAINEER TO BE GUEST 
AT THE ANNUAL DINNER 

THIS year's speakers at  the annual 
dinner represent a real variety of back
grounds and interests, but they have 
one thing in common-they do get 
around. 

The speakers, Professor Keith J. Miller, Dr. 
T. S .  Hindle and Mr. Robert S. Battersby, cover 
a 20-year span at School from the " Roaring 
Twenties" to post-war, and in a combination 
of work and leisu re, they have visited many 
parts of the world. 

Dr. Hindle, who will propose a toast to the 
School, spent 30 years in general practice at 
Sale before retiring at the beg inning of 1 98 1 .  He 
has been round the world twice with his wife. 
They have friends in Australia and New Zealand 
and spent some time with Roger Ma ltby a 
couple of years ago while visiting British 
Columbia for four months-Roger g iving them 
a tour of Calgary in his TR 7.  

Dr. Hindle, at School from 1 927-37, is a con
temporary of Fred Bury and first attended the 
annual dinner in Big School the year h e  left. He 
has regularly returned over the years and was 
last at the dinner th ree years ago. He qual ified 
in medicine from Cambridge and M iddlesex 
Hospital, London, in 1 942, and, after war service 
with the RAMC, he held various hospital posts 
for two years before moving to Sale. 

He has a married son, who i s  an accountant 
and a married daughter, who is an actuary. His 
brother Will iam ( 1 922-3 1 l. a retired accoun
tant and company director, lives in Sol ihul l ,  
Warwickshire. 

He lists walking as his main hobby, one of the 
reasons for retiring to . the Lake District this 
year. He lives in Grange-over-Sands. 

The chief g uest is Professor Keith J. M i l ler 
( 1 943-48), currently head of the largest 
mechanical engineering department in a British 
u n iversity, having moved to Sheffield i n  1 977. 
He had previously been a lecturer in the 
engineering department at Cambridge 
U niversity and is a Fellow of Trinity College, 
Cambridge. 

He took u p  an apprenticesh ip at Leyland 
Motors on leaving school followed by th ree 
years at Imperial College, London, and three 
years at Engl is h  Electric with a further three 
years at a N i gerian Un iversity before taking up 

a lectu reship i n  science of engineering materials 
at the University of London. 

He i s  currently a di rector of possibly the 
world's best u n iversity fracture laboratory, 
examining fai l u res in ai rcraft, aerospace and 
nuclear and generating plant. He has been 
editor-in-chief of the international journal 
"Fatigue and Fracture of E ng i neering Materials 
and Structures" for eight years. 

Prof. M i ller is managing di rector of a consul
tative group concerned with the safe design 
and operation of industrial engineering plants. 

It is Prof. M i l ler's hobby, mountaineering, 
which has taken him around the world and led 
him to write several authoritative books on 
the su bject-see separate article. 

Prof. M i l ler has been a School governor for a 
long number of years. 

The third speaker proposing the health of 
the guests, will be well-known to readers of 
"Magister", articles having appeared about 
him and his "I ife-with-the--sta rs" in the previous 
two editions of the magazine. Bob Battersby 
left School in 1 940 and after completing a 
commerce course at the technical college, 
joined the RAF for five. years until the end 
of the war. He resumed his job as a junior 
clerk with Blackburn Borough Counci l  and was 
appointed assistant in the Publicity and Public 
Relations department two years later. 

He became Di rector of Publicity and Public 
Relations i n  1 956 before moving to Morecambe 
and Heysham then to Worthing i n  1 966. Four 
years later, he moved to Blackpool as d i rector 
and became secretary of the British Association 
of Tourist Officers the following year. 

He was invited to join the North West 
Advisory Council on Broadcasting by the then 
chairman of the BBC, Sir  Michael Swann. The 
council i s  one of eight "watchdog" bodies 
which help formulate BBC policy. 

Bob has played host, in his capar.ity as 
Di rector of Tourism and Attractions, to many 
celebrities-just think for instance of the stars 
who have switched on Blackpool I l luminations 
over the past 15 years. 

Bob retired earlier this year. His wife died 
in 1 982 after a lorig il lness. 

It is Bob's connection with the BBC game 
"It's a Knockout" which took h i m  travel l ing al l  
over E u rope--see separate story. 

CARCASSONE '85 - (CONTI NUED FROM PAGE 8 

de l'Education Nationale (ou mise en retraite anticipee ! )  . . .  MAIS, parait-iI je suis le premier en France a 
vouloir en beneticier depuis la publication des textes. Pour les faire appliquer correctement, il faudra 
peut-etre aller en Tribunal Adm in istratif ou en Counseil d'Etat! 

E n  tant que lecteur du " Blackburnian" (et grace aux collegues qui viennent a Carcassonnel. je me 
tiens au courant des bonnes et des mauvaises nouvelles de OEGS: tres touche et attriste par la mort de 
Dennis SHAW (my Housemaster) de " Docteur" TYLER de Monsieur COULSON de "Jack" Marchant . . .  
j'apprends les departs a la retraite - Harry I NGHAM, Ken WATSON, B i l l  PROCTOR et, dernierement, 
Fred BURY - et je me demands souvent s'ils vont bien . . .  j'aimerais avoir des nouvelles. Et puis tous 
les anciens collgues et amis qui restent fideles au poste . . .  cela fait 10 ans, par exemple, que J i m  
GROGAN promet a m'ecrire; la caravane " RABY" n o u s  a fait le plaisir de faire u n  arret devant chez 
nous; j'ai pu entendre la voix (musicale) de Jack MONK au telephone i l  y a quelques annees; M .  et Mme 
WHITTAKER ont qu itte les plages nudistes d'AGDE une paire de fois pour ven i r  nous voir; "Arlette" 
( M me LlNDLE.'() nous a visite; j'ai vu qu'en '79 ( N o . l 8  Volume 1 5) Stan COOKE et Brian HARDCASTLE_ 
en short, Phil  ROYLE, plus frileux en survetement, ont encore pas mal de cheveux sur la tete - par 
contre. Barry BROWN (photo avec Fred B U RY 1 985) commence a en perdre! Et les autres . . .  ? 

Al lez les gars, des lettres, des nouvelles: je regarde la photo des profs. dans le No. 1 0  Volume 1 5  
1 97 1  (nous etons tous plus jeunes) - a u  moins la moitie sont encore l a  et capables d'ecrire - en 
anglais ou en francais . . .  le boulet, les promotions et responsabil ites, l a  fami l le  (Ies petits que je faisais 
sauter sur le trampoline le samedi matin, les dames que je draguais aux repas des profs et aux "Sherry 
parties"), les cel i batai res qui ont du se marrier (et avoir beaucoup d'enfants! l. sans oublier les amis de 
Horncl iffe qui me " pretaient" les petits pour les cours d'EPS, le club de gym, les cours de francais, le 
" Marecha l "  secretaires . . .  

Pour ceux qui  ont eu du mal a comprendre mon "franglais" - Ies eleves: trava i l lez davantage et 
venez vous perfectionner a Carcassonne; les parents: reviser votre francais de I'ecole ou faites traduire 
par vos enfants; les collegues: en cas de difficulte, JACKSON traduiva a 5 francs la page (pour payer sa 
" presque nouvelle" voiture). 

Mes respects a Monsieur le Di recteur, Monsieur JOHNSON, et mes meilleurs souvenirs a tous a OEGS. 
W. C. STANSFIE LD, BA Hons. Classics, Dip. Phys.Ed., Cert.Ed . . . .  ch6meur? 

AUTU M N , 1 985 

Profile on 
KEITH J .  MILLER 
KEITH M I LLER'S interest in mountaineering 
has taken him all over the world. 

He has led 1 5  expeditions to different 
parts of the world, many of them interna
tional. He i s  a gold medallist of the Royal 
Geographical Society and in 1 980, led the 
Pakistan-Chinese-British Scientific Expedi
tion to the world's h ighest mountains, the 
Karakoram-behind the Pakistani side of the 
Hima layas. The venture was recorded in 
" Ma gister". And of cou rse much more 
extensive was the su bject of Professor 
M i l ler's own "Continents in Coll ision-the 
story of the 1 50th Royal Geographical 
Society's Anniversary Expedition to the 
Karakora m " ,  an i mportant record of the 
scientific journey. 

Keith has written several books in fact 
about mountaineering and numerous short 
articles concerning the development of 
new techniques for use in remote a reas-for 
example, new radar systems to measure the 
thickness of g lacial ice and to find volcanos 
under the ice in Iceland. 

Keith's trip to Iceland was also mentioned 
in a past edition of " Mag ister". But what 
of the future? Well Keith, who is married with 
th ree g rown-up daug hters, is currently co
ordinating a return to the Karakoram i n  a 
similar venture to the one described a bove-
this time from the Chinese side. 

" IT'S A KNOCKOUT" 
W H E N  B o b  Battersby was enterta inments 
chief at Morecambe, he was invited by BBC 
producer, Barney Colehan (of "Old Time 
Musi c  Hall" fame) to field a team

' 
against 

Blackpool in the first heat of the now defunct 
" It's a Knockout" television game. 

H e  followed it u p  by taking charge of 
1 1  teams i n  the series- one a year. Bob has 
many souvenirs and momentoes of that 
time but none more prized than the Bob 
Battersby Award-presented to him as 
thanks for his contribution to the series, 
which finished in 1 982. 

N o  Engl ish team had been able to match 
the well-drilled Continental sides in the 
four years from its inception in 1 966 unti l  
Bob moved to Blackpool i n  1 970. Engl ish 
TV audiences were losing heart and switch
ing over every week as an English team 
failed to win-or worse sti l l ,  ended up last. 

"We were beginning to become a bit of a 
laughing stock," said Bob. "Our true-blue 
spirit was considered absolutely British 
but sl ightly absurd by the Continentals, 
who were taking the whole thing very 
seriously indeed. 

He was asked by Barney Colehan, pioneer 
of the game, if he could find a team to win.  
"We got together a good set of lads and 
lasses from Blackpool and thoroughly 
dril led them for six weeks, practising over 
and over again the games they were to play. 
We paved the way for other British teams by 
winning the golden trophy i n  Essen, West 
Germany, after getting to the final as highest 
losers. Never again however were teams 
al lowed to know the games beforehand. 
The rules were immediately changed so 
sides could not practise. "  

Bob, Barney a n d  B B C  engineer Geoff 
Lomas were treated as VIPs at the last 
international final i n  U rbino, Italy. They 
were the only ones to have stayed with the 
show from its inception-and the memories 
of those 1 1  years will always remain with 
me, said Bob. 
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