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Lectern Bible is 
Old Blacks* 
gift to School

The Old Blackbumians’ Association is presenting a 
new lectern Bible to Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School as 
a gift to mark the opening of the new buildings this month.

The new buildings, comprising assembly hall, gym
nasium, and music rooms, will be opened on April 10 by 
-------------------------------------- the chairman of governors,

SIR HAROLD 
IS NEW  

PRESIDENT
Sir Harold Derbyshire, one of 

the most distinguished old boys 
of Queen Elizabeth’s, is the new 
president of the Old Blackburn- 
ians’ Association. He succeeds 
Professor Gordon Manley.

Sir Harold, who is 83, was for
12 years Chief Justice of Bengal. 
He entered Queen Elizabeth’s in 
1900 and was head boy from 1902 
to 1905, when he won an open 
scholarship to Sidney Sussex 
College, Cambridge.

Called to the Bar in 1911, he 
practised on the N orthern Cir
cuit, and during the First World 
War he commanded artillery in 
France and won the Military 
Cross.

He twice stood unsuccessfully 
for Parliament as a Liberal during 
the 1920s. He became KC in 1928 
and was knighted in 1934 on his 
appointment as Chief Justice of 
Bengal. He retired in 1946, and 
made his home at Lindsey Lodge 
Farm , Hadleigh, near Ipswich.

Professor Manley, formerly 
professor of environmental 
sciences at Lancaster University, 
has been president for four years.
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May dance
The Old Blackbumians’ Asso

ciation will hold a buffet dance 
at Samlesbury Hall on Friday, 
May 22.

Mr William Hare.
The new Bible, which replaces 

that used over many years for 
morning assembly in Big School, 
will be formally presented to the 
School during the summer term 
by the chairman of the Old 
Blackbumians’ Association, M r 
W. E. T . Walsh.

It is an Oxford Bible measur
ing 14in by lOJin and is bound 
in fine dark blue morocco with 
lettering in gold on the spine. 
It has 1,107 pages, edged with 
gold, and marbled endpapers.

An inscription in the Bible 
reads : “ This Bible was pre
sented to Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School, Blackburn, by 
the Old Blackbumians’ Associa
tion to mark the opening of the 
New Assembly Hall, April 10, 
1970.”

The Quatercentenary appeal 
committee announced in Janu
ary that the development fund 
stood at just under £14,000. 
Another £6,000 is needed.
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F ra n k  T y le r, sen io r 
science m a s te r  a t  Q ueen 
E l i z a b e t h ’s ,  r e t i r e d  a t  
E a s te r  a f te r  38 y ea rs  a t  th e  
School. F o r  21 years  he 
w as second m a s te r , an d  he 
has been  a  m o s t fo rcefu l 
in flu en ce  n o t only  on th e  
School b u t on h is p u p ils ’ 
lives an d  th e  successfu l 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e i r  

c a ree rs .

R ep o rt, page 6

Fylde branch 
planned

M r K. Charnley (1927-34) is 
planning to form a branch of the 
Old Blackburnians’ Association 
in the Fylde and would be 
pleased to hear from all Old 
Blacks in that area. He lives at 
563 Devonshire Road, Bispham, 
Blackpool (tel. Blackpool 51252).

SORRY, NO LIST YET
As announced a year ago, we intended to publish with this 

issue oi M a g is t e r  a new membership list of the Old Black
bum ians’ Association. Unfortunately this has proved im
possible because of the amount of work involved in the pre
parations for the opening of the new buildings at Queen 
Elizabeth’s Grammar School this month.

We regret the sense of disappointment which our readers 
must experience in the absence of the promised membership 
list, and we offer them our apologies for this. We hope to 
oublish the list a year from now, in April, 1971.

OBs’ GOLF 
JUNE 4

B LA CK BU RN  
G O L F C LU B

Speech Day 
to be held 
on May 14

Speech Day and Open Day at 
Queen Elizabeth’s .vill take place 
on Thursday, May 14. The 
Prizegiving will take place in the 
School’s new assembly hall dur
ing the afternoon, and the chief 
guest will be M r Charles W. 
Harvey, an Old Blackburnian 
who .s now a staff inspector of 
schools with the Department of 
Education and Science.

There will be no service at 
Blackburn Cathedral on Speech 
Day, but £. special service will be 
held in the newly-extended Cath
edral on September 3 to mark the 
beginning of the School year.

All boys and staff will attend, 
and old boys, parents, and 
friends of the School will be 
most welcome to join them, 
since there will this year be no 
Old Blackbumians’ service.

M r Harvey was a pupil at 
Queen Elizabeth’s from 1919 to
1925. He attended W estminster 
training college, where he took 
his BSc degree, and then taught 
at schools and technical colleges 
in Manchester, Bury, and Leic
ester.

In 1946 he became national 
organiser of the education de
partm ent of the Co-operative 
Union Ltd. He was appointed an 
H M  inspector of schools in 1950, 
and since 1961 he has been staff 
inspector with special responsi
bility for community centres, 
county colleges, evening insti
tutes, and youth services. He 
lives in Harrogate.

Many thanks 
for pictures

M a g is t e r  wishes to thank the 
Editor of the Lancashire Evening 
Telegraph for his kind permission 
to use Telegraph pictures in this 
issue. We also thank the N orth
ern Editor of the Guardian for the 
use of a picture on page 5.

Many people have given will
ing and generous help with this 
issue, and we are grateful to all 
of them.
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Obituary ALAN SAUVAIN

THOMAS K. STONES
M r Thomas Kay Stones died 

suddenly at his home in Sid- 
mouth, Devon, on November 15,
1968. He was 77.

He was a gifted cellist and an 
excellent cricketer; yet he was 
the most modest of men and 
altogether a most likeable charac
ter. He will be remembered by his 
many friends for his integrity, his 
generosity, and his constant good 
humour.

He was the eldest son of M r 
and M rs J. H. Stones, and he 
attended Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School from 1901 to 
1909. He was School football 
captain and played cricket for the 
East Lancashire Cricket Club 
while still a schoolboy.

D uring the First World War 
he served in the Army Service 
Corps from 1915 to 1919, driving 
ammunition lorries in France. 
At the end of the war he went 
into the cotton trade.

He resumed playing cricket for 
East Lancs and was a member of 
the team th a t won the cup about 
1920. He also played cricket for 
the Old Blackbumians against the 
School. W hen, eventually, he 
gave up cricket and football he 
took up golf with equal enthus
iasm.

As a musician he was a devoted 
member of Accrington Clef Club, 
of which he was elected a founder 
member. In  the 1920s he played 
cello with Blackburn Orchestral 
Society, which was then con-

MAXWELL
M r Maxwell Edgar Wilson 

died in hospital at Blackburn on 
October 9, 1969. He was 56.

M r Wilson was bom  in Dal
beattie, Kirkcudbrightshire, on 
May 28, 1913, and was a pupil at 
Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar 
School from 1923 to 1929. He 
then attended Guest’s College, 
Blackburn, for a course in  com
mercial work and afterwards 
taught there for three-and-a-half 
years.

In  1933 he joined Newcastle- 
under-Lyme borough police force 
and served in the police until 
1946, when he returned to Black
burn to  join the family credit 
drapery business.

As a businessman during 
the next 10 years he became 
president of Blackburn Credit 
T raders’ Association and Lan
cashire Credit T raders’ Associa
tion, and he also held office as 
president o f Blackburn Chamber 
of Trade.

In 1956 he joined the English

ducted by M rRom aine O’Malley, 
a well-known member of the Halle 
Orchestra, and he was a member 
of the O ’Malley String Quartet, 
which gave a series of chamber 
concerts in Blackburn in the 
1930s.

The three other members of 
the quartet were professional 
musicians from the Halle ; that 
T om  Stones could hold his own 
in this most exacting test of a 
string player’s ability shows what 
a fine musician he was.

W hen the School orchestra 
made its first public appearance 
in 1927, M r Stones very gener
ously helped by playing cello. 
It was a great loss to  the musical 
life of Blackburn when he left 
the town.

His love of music and playing 
continued throughout his life, 
and he made many musical 
friends not simply in Blackburn 
but also in Hereford, to which 
town he moved in 1946, and in 
Sidmouth, where he lived for the 
last 12 years of his life.

He was a very keen motorist 
and knew every inch of the 
Ribble and Hodder valleys— 
places he loved to revisit after 
he had left the Blackburn district.

M r Stones, who lived at Core 
Hayes, Lower Wheatmill, Sid
m outh, left a widow and a 
married daughter. Cremation 
took place at Exeter, and his 
ashes were interred at St Peter’s, 
Salesbury.

E. WILSON
Electric Co. L td. at Preston. 
He worked in the traction depart
m ent office and became chief 
clerk in his section.

From  1957 to 1968, when 
G uest’s College closed, he was in 
charge of the advanced shorthand 
class at the college’s evening 
sessions, and in September last 
year he started full-time short
hand teaching at Blackburn 
Secretarial College.

Throughout his life he never 
lost interest in shorthand teach
ing. Among his other interests 
were cricket and football: he 
supported East Lancs and follow
ed Blackburn Rovers whenever 
he could.

M r Wilson lived at 2 Bathurst 
Street, Blackburn. He leaves a 
widow, M rs Marjorie Wilson, 
and two daughters—M rs Janet 
Knowles, of Heald Green, Che
shire, and M rs Judith Rowntree, 
of Hoghton. M rs Wilson is 
leaving Blackburn to live with 
her elder daughter in Cheshire.

M r Alan Sauvain, formerly for 
23 years Divisional Education 
Officer for K ing’s Lynn and 
district, died at his home at 
Snettisham, Norfolk, on Sept
ember 24, 1969. He was 62, and 
had been ill for several months.

Alan Sauvain was a man of 
enterprise and efficiency, w ith a 
confident, unruffled manner, a 
deep shrewdness, and a firm, 
direct approach to problems. To 
these qualities he added per
suasiveness and charm, so that 
n a successful professional career 

and an active social life he was 
highly regarded and well liked 
by all who knew him.

He was the son of M r Asa 
Sauvain, senior master at Bangor 
Street Senior School, Blackburn, 
and he attended Queen Eliza
beth’s Grammar School from 
1918 to 1926. Prom inent in 
cricket and athletics, he was un
beaten in cross-country races. 
He was School cricket captain 
and in 1926 was victor ludorum, 
scoring all his points in  flat races.

From Queen Elizabeth’s he 
went on to M anchester Univers
ity, where he read English. In 
spite of a serious illness which 
interrupted his studies he took 
his BA degree in 1930 with 
upper second-class honours. He 
spent the next year studying for 
his teaching diploma. He also

M r James Barlow Sherwood 
died at his home in St Annes on 
June 13, 1969, several months 
after being injured in a road 
accident. He was 41.

His death cut short a promis
ing career. Jim Sherwood was 
full o f life and vitality, a man of 
cheerful character and kindly 
humanity. He is sadly missed.

He was bom  in Blackburn on 
February 24, 1928, the younger 
son of M r and Mrs Philip B. 
Sherwood. He was the third 
member of his family to attend 
Queen Elizabeth’s : his father 
was a pupil from 1907 to 1913 
and his brother, M r Peter B. 
Sherwood, attended the School 
from 1932 to  1938.

M r Sherwood him self entered 
Queen Elizabeth’s in 1936 and 
left two years later when his 
father, a senior official of the 
Commercia ] U nion Assurance 
Company, was appointed to take 
charge of the company’s affairs 
in N orthern Ireland. M r Sher
wood then became a pupil at the 
Royal Belfast Academical Insti
tution and attended that school 
for six years.

In  1944 the family returned to 
England, his father having been 
promoted to a position at the 
company’s head office, and M r 
Sherwood returned to Queen

held an M Ed degree from M an
chester, but that came much 
later, in 1943.

After leaving university he 
taught in private, primary, and 
grammar schools at Birchington, 
Kent, and at B urton-on-Trent 
and Oldham until 1936, when he 
became a lecturer at Coventry 
Technical College.

He entered the administrative 
side o f education in 1939. In  that 
year he was appointed education 
officer at Ossett, in the West 
Riding, and he stayed there until
1943, when he was appointed 
Director of Education at King’s 
Lynn.

In  1945, under reorganisation 
after the 1944 Education Act, he 
became Divisional Education 
Officer for K ing’s Lynn and 
district, and he held that post, 
winning universal trust and 
respect, until his retirement at 
the end of 1968. He was the 
author of several textbooks for 
schools.

M r Sauvain, who lived at 
Dunholme Lodge, Snettisham, 
near K ing’s Lynn, leaves a 
widow, M rs Norah Sauvain, and 
four children—two sons and 
two daughters. A funeral service 
at St M ary’s Church, Snettisham, 
on September 29 was followed 
by cremation.

Elizabeth’s. W hen he left School 
later that year he joined his 
father’s firm and worked at the 
West End branch.

Shortly thereafter National 
Service intervened and M r Sher
wood went out to Calcutta with 
the East Lancashires. He was 
among the last troops to leave 
India when the country gained 
its independence in 1947, and 
served for some time with the 
late Major Oliver K ite, who was 
also an Old Blackburnian 
(1937-39).

In  the meantime his father 
had been appointed Commercial 
Union manager for the N orth 
M idlands, based at Nottingham, 
and when M r Sherwood returned 
to civilian life in 1948 he became 
resident inspector for the com
pany at Derby. After some time 
he left insurance to join a firm 
of bleachers.

T he family returned to Lanca
shire on his father’s retirement 
in 1960. M r Sherwood became 
north-western representative for 
a subsidiary company in the 
Courtauld group and was making 
good progress in his career when 
he m et with his tragic accident.

He was unmarried, and is 
survived by his parents and 
brother. Cremation took place 
at St Annes on June 17.

JAMES B. SHERWOOD
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ROBERT BRIERLEY
M r Samuel Edward Robert 

Brierley, managing director of 
S. E. R. Brierley, L td ., babywear 
manufacturers, of Cambridge 
House, Brookhouse Lane, Black
burn, died at his home at Mellor 
on December 5, 1969. He was 52.

Bob Brierley’s death saddens 
a wide circle of friends and 
acquaintances. He was held in 
high regard as a thorough gentle
man, and was a friend to all who 
knew him.

He attended Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School from 1928 to 
1933 and became head of his 
firm 30 years ago.

D uring the Second World War 
he served w ith the Royal Signals 
in Kenya, and in the years after 
the war he was a keen motor rally 
driver.

M r Brierley was a member of 
Wilpshire Golf Club, which he

WILLIAM
M r William Burgon, who 

attended Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School from 1937 to 
1942, died at his home in Mari- 
court Avenue, Blackburn, on 
January 15, 1970, after illness 
extending over 18 months. He 
was 43.

He was the only son of M r and 
Mrs Alfred Burgon and came to 
Queen Elizabeth’s from Intack 
primary school. As a boy he was 
a keen footballer, but broke a leg 
while playing in his early years 
at Queen Elizabeth’s and was 
able to play the game thereafter 
with rather less vigour than he 
might have wished.

joined in the summer of 1946. 
He became a member of the 
club’s council in 1964 and held 
office as captain in 1965-66. 
During the following year he 
served as vice-captain, and for 
the last three years he had been 
chairman of estates.

M r Brierley was a Freemason. 
He joined Coronation Lodge 
No. 3479 23 years ago and was 
installed as worshipful master in 
1961. In 1968 he was elevated to 
the Provincial Grand Lodge in 
the rank of provincial grand 
steward. He was a past first 
principal of United Bretheren 
Chapter, and was a director and 
chairman of the Masonic Hall 
Co. Ltd.

M r Bricrley, who lived at 
Barker House, Barker Lane, 
Mellor, leaves a widow and two 
sons. Cremation took place at 
Pleasington on December 9.

BURGON
Towards the end of the 

Second World War he served in 
the Royal Navy, and on his 
return to civilian life he worked 
as a clerk in Blackburn. For 
some time he was employed by 
Ribble M otor Services L td., and 
he had latterly worked for 
several years for the N orth 
Western Electricity Board.

His spare-time interests in
cluded the countryside and model 
trams and tramways.

M r Burgon was unmarried, 
and is survived by his parents 
and sister. A funeral service at 
St Oswald’s Church, Knuzden, 
on January 21 was followed by 
cremation at Pleasington.

I  ' I
P e te r  C ookson

Twelve to 
study 

at Oxford
Eleven boys at Queen Eliza

beth’s Grammar School have 
been awarded places at Oxford 
this year—five of them winning 
major open scholarships. A sixth 
scholarship has been won by an 
old boy, David Kemball-Cook, 
now at Shrewsbury School.

The five ma’or awards have 
been won by :

P e te r  C ookson, aged 17, the 
head boy, who will read engineer
ing sciences at Balliol ;

M a r tin  C ro asd a le , 16, m ath
ematics, at Balliol ;

R ic h a rd  H o rto n , 17, natural 
science (physics), at M erton ;

John  K irk , 17, natural science 
(physics), at Magdalen ; and

C h ris to p h e r  M ille r, 17, 
mathematics, at M?gdalen.

Places have been won by :
F ran c is  D olby, 18, modern 

languages (German), at W adham ;
A ndrew  H aw o rth , 19, mod

ern languages (Spanish), at St 
John’s ;

P e te r  M oizer, 18, chemistry, 
at M erton ;

John  N aisby, 18, geography, 
at St Edmund Hall ;

M ichael W alker, 17, natural 
science (botany), at Magdalen ; 
and

A shley W halley , 17, history 
and economics, at Worcester.

David Kemball-Cook has won 
a scholarship in mathematics at 
New College. He is the son of 
M r Brian H. Kemball-Cook, 
headmaster of Queen Elizabeth’s 
from 1956 to 1965 and now head
master of Bedford M odem 
School.

Car club man
M r Roger Hargreaves (1960

67) is secretary of Cambridge 
University Automobile Club.

Building 
fund still 

needs
£6,000

The Quatercentenary appeal 
committee announced in January 
that the School’s development 
fund stood at just under £  114,000.

In its report for 1969 the 
committee said that since the 
1968 report the most noticeable 
development had been that on 
the Dukes Brow site. Work had 
gone steadily forward, and the 
School would be able to enjoy 
the benefits of the new accom
modation from the start of the 
summer term.

The report continued: “ Since 
the last progress report, the 
appeal has benefited by a further 
£8,000, and now stands at just 
under £114,000 in total. We are 
most grateful to all the parents, 
old boys, and friends of the 
School who have made these 
additional donations.

“ However, we are still in 
need of at least another £6,000 
in order to reach our revised 
target of £120,000, made necess
ary by increasing building costs 
and the proper completion of our 
project, and we do hope that 
those of our friends who have 
not yet contributed to the appeal 
will be as prompt and generous 
in their response as those who 
have already given, since we 
should like to reach our final 
target by the time that the 
buildings are opened and in use.”

AN APOLOGY
We reported in our last issue 

that M r W. E. T . Walsh had 
relinquished the post of secretary 
of Blackburn, Accrington, and 
Darwen Moral Welfare Associa
tion after more than 20 years in 
office. In fact it was M rs Walsh 
who had retired from the secre
taryship.

The editor of M a g is t e r  wishes 
to offer his most humble apolo
gies to M rs Walsh for inadvert
ently depriving her of the 
honours and tributes to which 
she is so rightly entitled by her 
many years of loyal service to 
the moral welfare association.

In Australia
The Rev Peter Mayhew, who 

taught at Queen Elizabeth’s 
from 1932 to 1934, sailed for 
Australia in January to become 
warden of the Brotherhood of 
St Barnabas in the Diocese of 
N orth Queensland. He was 
previously vicar of St John the 
Divine’s Church, Kennington, 
London.

We also regret to record the deaths o f :

Charles Edgar Duckworth (1911-14) 
on January 7, 1970, aged 72.

William Booth (1922-28)
on February 27, 1970, aged 57.

Albert Wilkinson Sharpies (1939-44) 
on March 6, 1970, aged 43.
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U EO RU E C A L V E R T

^  H igh  class decorator A

Decorating Contractor to 

Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School

Full range o f  E xclusive D esigns

ALSO LARGE SELECTION OF 

HAND PRINTED WALLPAPERS

All work personally supervised Estimates with pleasure

Sales and Showroom:

182 SHEAR BROW 

BLACKBURN

Residence: 
WILLOW HOUSE’ 

MELLOR LANE, MELLOR 
BLACKBURN 

Phone Mellor 2391

CLAYTON STREET 
GARAGE LIMITED

C L A Y T O N  STREET, B LA C K B U R N  BB2 2EA

S E R V IC IN G  S P A R E S  B O D Y  R E P A IR S  

C O M P L E T E  O V E R H A U L S

2 4 -H O U R  B R E A K D O W N  S E R V IC E

D A Y  PH O N E  58539 N IG H T  PH O N E  22384

Director: S. H. Joseph

A rifle 
club for 
Old 
Blacks ?

M rKeith Wightman (1949-54), 
bursar of Sandon House School, 
Chelmsford, is a keen small-bore 
rifleman and has written to 
M a g is t e r  suggesting that mem
bers of the Old Blackburnians' 
Association could organise a team 
to take part in postal shooting 
matches. He writes :

I took up small-bore (.22) 
shooting when we started a rifle 
club at this school and I volun- 
ttered  to run it. I became quite 
interested and took the sport up 
seriously about two years ago.

Since then I have been fortu
nate enough to win a medal in a 
club competition, and I also won 
two medals presented by the 
Essex County Rifle Association 
—one as a member of a winning 
team and a silver medal as the 
marksman with the highest 
aggregate.

There are a num ber of 
competitions organised by the 
National Small-bore Rifle Associ
ation for which a team of Old 
Blackburnians would be eligible.

In  postal competition shooting 
each member of the team can 
shoot his card on his own club’s 
range, and he would then post 
the card on to me. I would 
collect the cards together and 
send them off to the National 
Small-bore Rifle Association.

It would involve members in 
shooting at least one match card 
a fortnight, although it is some
times possible to shoot two or 
three cards at the same time.

Most competitions of this 
sort are shot during the winter 
months, and there is time now to 
organise an Old Blackburnians’ 
team ready for next winter. 
Anyone who is interested should 
write to me, and I shall be happy 
to make the arrangements.

Public speaking 
champion

M r Gordon Birtwistle (1947
54), president of Blackburn 
Castle Toastm asters’ Club, was 
the winner of the N orth Pennine 
area speech contest organised by 
Toastmasters International at the 
Bull and Royal Hotel, Preston, 
in January.

Staff reporter
M r Charles A. Garside (1962

69), has joined the Lancashire 
Evening Post as a staff reporter 
in Preston.

P ilo t O fficer W ilson

OFFICERS IN 
THE RAF

Two Old Blackburnians were 
commissioned in the Royal Air 
Force in January. Flying Officer 
Edwin Brian Grimshaw (1942
47) was commissioned in the 
equipment branch, and Pilot 
Officer Andrew John Wilson 
(1963-69) as a pilot.

Both passed out from the 
Officer Cadet Training U nit at 
RAF Henlow, Bedfordshire— 
Flying Officer Grimshaw on 
January 2 and Pilot Officer 
Wilson on January 30.

Flying Officer Grimshaw join
ed the Royal Air Force in 1959 
and has served in Aden and 
Cyprus. Pilot Officer Wilson 
entered the service straight from 
School last September.

Medical officer 
in frigate

Surgeon-Lieutenant Stuart 
Ormerod (1956-62) joined the 
2,800-ton Leander class anti
submarine frigate, H M S  Bacc
hante, at Portsmouth on Dec
ember 15 as medical officer to the 
ship’s complement of 17 officers 
and 246 ratings.

The current programme of 
H M S  Bacchante includes trips to 
many European ports as a mem
ber of the N A TO  Squadron and 
visits to Canada, the United 
States, and the West Indies.
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WHEN ANNOUNCERS HAD PRESTIGE
Mr. Tom Naisby (1921-28) 

retired from the B BC  on Dec
ember 3 — his 60th birthday. 
Dennis Johnson, of the Guardian, 
wrote:

Tom  Naisby, the BBC North 
Region’s best known announcer, 
news reader, and continuity man, 
retired with the feeling that, on 
the whole, he had seen the most 
fruitful years of regional broad
casting in Britain. He had been 
going on the air, from the studio 
in  Piccadilly, M anchester, and 
from public platforms through
out the N orth, for 23 years.

“ W hen I started, BBC radio 
had a complete monopoly of 
entertainm ent,” he said after 
reading his last five-to-one 
N orthern news. “ There was the 
Home Service and the regions 
were attached to it. And then 
the regions developed—my, how 
they developed. Beveridge came 
along and said the regions must 
go on, and in the sixties Pilking- 
ton said the same thing.

“ Now the Home Service is 
absorbed into Radio 4 and 
reorganised out of all recognition, 
losing all its variety. The region 
is being dissolved. There is 
Radio 1, 2, and 3, BBC 1 and 
BBC 2 and BBC Colour and ITV.

“ The Home Service used to 
give them everything—music, 
drama, plays, Children’s Hour, 
talks, discussions—and announc
ing was involved with the whole 
of broadcasting activity. The an
nouncer had prestige and stand
ing and independence.

“ During the past five or ten 
years we’ve seen the development 
of the tape recorder and the 
midget tape recorder which 
reporters can take out and use 
themselves. T here’s this concern 
for what’s called involvement. 
The met man does the weather 
forecast, the policeman talks 
about crime, and it seems better 
to get some chap in Addis Ababa 
to do 28 seconds on tape than to 
read news from an agency or from 
a correspondent. The position of 
the announcer, like the position 
of the region, has changed 
entirely. Therefore I go thinking 
I ’ve seen the best o f it.”

But Tom  Naisby is too warm 
a man to cavil at change. He 
belongs to a vanishing school of 
modest, rounded professionals 
who recognise their role, accept 
it, and polish it to perfection.

His Lancashire voice, like 
new-sawn mahogany, has never 
been disguised by veneers. His 
fan letters, mostly from the 
middle-aged and elderly, thank 
him for its reassuring cosiness. 
He has one of those quiet minds 
that alight on a preposterous 
incident, nurse it, and produce it 
again for others after long years.

He has, it seems, had some 
slight trouble w ith failing teeth. 
“  Some of the things you are

given to say can be quite difficult. 
Years ago I was giv^n an 
announcement with a sibilant in 
almost every word. It went like 
this, and I remember it perfectly: 
‘This is the N orth of England 
Home Service. N orthern Song 
Composers. In  this, the seventh 
in the series of songs by N orthern 
song composers, Elsie Suddaby, 
soprano, is singing songs by Sir 
Edward C. Bairstow’.”

Like other announcers, he has 
had his own personal, intractable 
tongue-twisters, such as “ M an
chester Statistical Society” and 
“ true to tradition” and “prefab
ricated concrete cricket pitches” .

But he has refused to trifle 
with his regionalism. “ What was 
I to do, on the spur of the 
moment, with ‘ Comus, a masque 
by M ilton ’ ? Was it really a 
marsk or a mask ? I said it was 
a mask.

“ I didn’t know, until too late, 
that Torpenhow, in the Lakes, 
is really‘Trepenner.’ Rawtenstall 
I always called Rottenstall be
cause to say Rortenstall is like

saying Barth for Bath, which I 
wouldn’t do.

“ I remember once, though, on 
a public platform broadcast, 
calling Brighouse Brig’uss, as it 
should be, and finding the next 
day that the local council had 
passed a resolution deploring the 
way I had made fun of the place. 
Quite often, if you give a literal 
pronunciation, people say you 
don’t know any better.”

Tom  Naisby lives in the 
terrace house at Blackburn where 
he was born and brought up. 
He went to Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School, Blackburn, 
St John’s College, Cambridge, 
and taught history at K ing’s 
School, Ely, until he went into 
the RAF educational service in 
1941. He was attached to a 
Polish bomber squadron and 
learned to speak Polish, to which 
he has since added some French 
and Spanish and, through an 
intensive term ’s course at Cam
bridge in 1964, Russian.

W hen he applied for the BBC 
job in 1946, he was chosen from

2,452 applicants and after three 
months in Manchester had 
moved up from No. 4 announcer 
to head of presentation in  the 
region.

From all his 33,000 broadcasts 
he remembers most fondly 
those from public platforms, 
the memorial concert for Fred 
M ortim er, of Foden’s M otor 
Works Band, at the Free Trade 
Hall, M anchester, and a U nited 
Nations concert from York 
M inster.

He has no yearning to work 
on television. “ It uses up mo 
much, too fast. You play out 
your persona too quickly and 
people get bored. As an announ
cer, I never know what part I am 
playing in television. I am 
reading, yet appearing not to 
read. The job becomes half 
performance, and I say if you 
want a performer, get Geilgud.”

We are grateful to M r Geoffrey 
Taylor, Northern Editor o f the 
Guardian, and M r Johnson for so 
generously allowing M a g is t e r  to 
reprint this article.

M r N aisby m akes h is la s t b ro a d c a s t, re a d in g  th e  n o r th e rn  new s a t  th e  B B C  stud io s 
in  M an ch es te r. Picture by Robert Smithies of the Guardian; used by permission.
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TWO STALWARTS RETIRE

A man who Lifetime of
guided service

the growth to the
of QEGS School

D r Frank Tyler, who retired 
at Easter, has had unparalleled 
influence on the organisation and 
development of Queen Eliza
beth’s. The high standards of 
teaching which exist throughout 
the School result in no small 
measure from the example he 
has set as senior science master.

D r Tyler has been at Queen 
Elizabeth’s for 38 years. He 
joined the staff after research and 
teaching at Leeds University. 
For 21 years he was second 
master at the School.

He is a leading writer of 
physics textbooks. He has 
w ritten 16, which are used as 
standard works throughout the 
country, and some have been 
translated. He has been an 
examiner for the N orthern U ni
versities Joint Matriculation 
Board for 25 years.

He has been involved in many 
School activities—far too many 
to  list here—and for more than 
seven years was commanding 
officer of the School’s A TC 
squadron.

In a generous tribute to his 
colleagues, D r Tyler said :

“ The strong development of 
the School and the maintenance 
of academic standards, compar
able with those of the finest 
schools in  the land, are in over
whelming measure due to de
voted and inspired service of 
many fine teachers here.

“ D uring my time I have had 
more than 200 colleagues, and 
there have been some 5,000 
pupils through the School. In my 
work as head of the science 
departm ent, and for 21 years as 
second master, I have had 
splendid support and encourage
ment from staff and boys alike.

“ And if there is one thing 
more than any other I want to 
say, it is a simple ‘thank you’ to 
all my colleagues for their un
stinted help and to the boys for 
their wonderful spirit, splendid 
loyalty, and ever-ready support. 
No schoolmaster could want 
more than th is.”

M r George F. Eastwood, 
senior history master at Queen 
Elizabeth’s Grammar School, 
who retired at Christmas, has set 
a record with almost 42 years’ 
continuous service to the School.

He estimates that he has 
taught during that time more 
pupils than there were in the 
previous 400 years of the School’s 
history.

M r Eastwood— “ Pecker ”— 
was educated at Bradford Gram
mar School and Jesus College, 
Cambridge, to which he won an 
open scholarship. He gained an 
honours degree in history and 
English and later obtained a 
Cambridge teacher’s diploma 
with distinction.

He joined the staff of Queen 
Elizabeth’s in 1928 and was 
appointed senior history master 
in 1946.

D uring the Second World War 
he was adjutant of the School’s 
Air Training Corps, No. 657 
Squadron, which was acknowl
edged as one of the most efficient 
in the country.

For 35 years he was chairman 
of the Elizabethan Debating 
Society. “  This gave me great 
personal satisfaction,” he said. 
“ I believe an articulate person 
will always have the advantage 
over the inarticulate.”

M r Eastwood has always been 
associated with Drake, first as 
assistant housemaster and for the 
last 30 years as senior house
master. U nder his guidance the 
house has enjoyed great success, 
especially in football and 
athletics.

He is the author o f two books, 
the Quatercentenary history of 
Queen Elizabeth’s and a history 
of Samlesbury Hall, which has 
so far appeared only in a much 
shortened version.

M r and Mrs Eastwood have no 
plans to move from their home in 
Lynwood Road, Blackburn.

T heir son, M r David G. F. 
Eastwood (1947-57) is senior 
physics master at Gordonstoun.

New principal of Belfast college
M r James Pomfret (1933-40), M r Pomfret, a Cambridge 

vice-principal of Sunderland graduate, taught at Queen Eliza- 
College of Education, has been beth’s from 1945 to  1948. He 
appointed principal of Stran- later taught in Bedlington and 
mills College, Belfast, and will Salford before being appointed 
take up his new post in Sept- headmaster of Cannock Gram- 
ember. mar School in 1955.
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M r  S a n d fo rd

Assistant 
clerk to 
council

M r A rthur Sandford (1952-59) 
assistant solicitor to Hampshire 
County Council, has been ap
pointed second assistant clerk to 
Nottinghamshire County Council 
and took up his new post at the 
beginning of March.

M r Sandford read law at 
University College, London, and 
served articles of clerkship with 
the town clerk of Preston. In
1965, while still articled, he won 
the Atkinson prize for convey
ancing awarded by the Law 
Society.

He later became senior assist
ant solicitor to Preston Corpora
tion, and moved to W inchester in
1968. He was formerly secretary 
of Blackburn and District Refer
ees’ Association, and during his 
time in Hampshire has been 
refereeing Football Combination 
matches.

Deputy
treasurer

M r Norman Smith (1952-57) 
was appointed deputy borough 
treasurer of Darwen in October 
and took up his new post the 
following month.

M r Smith joined Blackburn 
borough treasurer’s department 
as a junior clerk when he left 
School. He stayed at Blackburn 
until 1963 when he was appointed 
accountancy assistant with Ches
ter Corporation.

After qualifying as a chartered 
municipal treasurer he moved 
back to East Lancashire in 1965, 
being appointed to the post of 
senior accountancy assistant with 
Burnley Corporation.

M r Smith is married and has 
a young son. He lives at 1 Ray- 
gill Avenue, Burnley.

Elected 
associate 
member 
of BIM

M r R ay m o n d  W h ite h e a d  
(1940-44) has been elected an 
associate member of the British 
Institute of Management. He is 
already an associate of the Tex
tile Institute and serves as vice
chairman of its Blackburn sec
tion.

M r Whitehead served with the 
Royal Corps of Signals in East 
Africa after leaving Queen Eliza
beth’s. He entered the textile 
industry when he left the forces 
and held several appointments in 
Lancashire and the Midlands.

In  1960 he returned to Black
burn to join Oswald and Duncan 
L td ., an industrial fabric manu
facturing group based in Roch
dale. He was for some time 
assistant to the managing director 
and was appointed an executive 
director in 1969.

M r Whitehead serves on the 
parochial church council at St 
James’s Church, Blackburn, and 
is a member of Woodlands Scout 
Group. He lives at 23 West 
Leigh Road, Lammack.

Other old boys of Queen 
Elizabeth’s Grammar School who 
have gained academic or pro
fessional qualifications are :
W . C. Allan (1957-62) g raduated  BA 

hons. h isto ry  and po litics (1968), 
gained M A  h isto ry  (1969), L ancaster 
U niversity .

D . N . B atem an (1956-64) graduated 
B S c hons. pharm acology, L ondon  
U niversity  ; now  study ing  m edicine 
a t G uy’s H osp ita l, L ondon.

D . N . H u tch in son  (1945-52) graduated  
M D , M anchester U niversity .

M . E. Jackson (1960-62) passed P a r t  I I  
of th e  final exam ination  o f  the  
In s titu te  of C hartered  A ccountants 
in  Eng land  and  W ales.

D . A. L ow e (1954-62) gained  P h D  
b iochem istry , L iverpool U n ivers ity  ; 
appo in ted  research  fellow  in  m icro 
biology departm en t, A lberta  U nivers
ity, E dm onton .

P. F . S now don (1963-65) aw arded  John 
Locke prize in m ental philosophy, 
O xford.

J. W ilk inson (1960-64) gained dip lom a 
in  a r t and  design , L iverpoo l College 
o f A rt.

Manpower 
research

M r Eric Norcross (1944-51), 
formerly w ith Mullards, has 
joined the Civil Service and is 
now administering the M an
power Research U nit of the 
D epartm ent of Employment and 
Productivity. He is living at 
Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire.

Hand it to Haydocks
i '

FOR FIRST-CLASS L A U N D E R IN G  A N D  

D R Y -C LEA N IN G

V A N  A N D  S H O P  S E R V IC E  

Telephone Blackburn 48087 3 lines

S H O P S —

38 Preston N ew  Road 

116 Darw en Street 

46 New  Bank Road 

82 Copy N o ok  

46 W halley  Banks

A N D  ‘D R IV E - IN ’ A T  P L E C K G A T E  

R O A D , R A M S G R E A V E

Men going places call a t 
ROY MARLOR and choose 
quality clothes with a diff
erence. A difference th a t 
the particular man takes 
to his heart.

All the top names end up 
a t ROY MARLOR-DAKS, 
SUMRIE - need we go on ! 
You should make ROY 
MARLOR your shop - 
there’s no finer place >n 
the whole of the North.

ROY
MARLOR PURE n e w £ W o €

FOX HAN ABOUT TOWN AND COUNTRY

B LAC K B U R N -53  Klnf W illiam  St.,T«t. 59372 B U R N L E Y - I How aW alk, T«l. 23073 
S K IP TO N  -  Middle Row, Tol. 3977
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I generally sit down to write this 
Diary after a leisurely Sunday 

breakfast, and a steady browse 
through my newspaper, which 
nowadays comes in about three 
parts, so stuffed with advertise
ments that I have difficulty in 
finding any real news at all.

It is now just 7 p.m. and I am 
stiff and tired. I smell of fish, 
having these two hours past been 
cleaning my weekend catch and 
carving them up for my wife to 
stack away in the deep freeze. 
At noon I was collecting some of 
them from a Westmorland hotel, 
266 miles farther north.

We grouse about our roads, 
but to cover that distance in 
4$ hours, on a summer Sunday, 
isn’t bad going under any cir
cumstances.

I t is many years since I went 
north at this tim e: I always go 
about the end of March and 
again in late October or early 
November. But when at the 
Bradford Waltonians’ D inner in 
early spring Reg Righyni suggest
ed I should spend a few days 
w ith him on the Lune in the 
summer, I decided to earmark a 
few days and do just that. I am 
so glad I did. If  I have ever 
enjoyed better fishing, and better 
company, I grieve to record that 
it has escaped my notice.

I went to school in the north, 
in Blackburn, and my mother 
lives there still. I was in a 
Lancashire regiment until they 
invalided me in 1965. I know 
and love the County Palatine, 
and it is there, in about its 
northernmost corner, that Rig
hyni has his fabled water on the 
River Lune.

T he Lune, let us face it, is 
not one of the most fashionable 
rivers of these islands: it does 
not rival the Test for brown 
trout, or the Dovey for sea-trout, 
or the Stour for roach, or the 
Tay and the Tweed and sundry 
others for salmon. It doesn’t on 
paper. But what about practice ?

The Lune is midway between 
the classic great salmon rivers 
and the smaller spate streams. 
Its potential is probably not 
generally realised. It has so 
m uch: a beautiful and secluded 
valley; a wealth of bird life, 
from early spring all through 
the summer m onths; an attrac
tive, if not vastly diverse flora, 
even on the flood-churned 
shingle; abundant brown trout, 
running to reasonable size; pro
digious hatches of fly, of a wide 
range of species; a copious run 
of salmon; and a head of sea- 
trout, when the water is right, 
that shakes the imagination.

The first evening we went to 
the Burrow Pool, without much 
hope after torrential rain all day. 
A bright, near-full moon climbed 
the sky. The river, not yet 
discoloured, was beginning to 
rise. It was close, and still. 
You could hear a curlew call a 
mile off.

Dace dimpled the surface in 
one place. They wouldn’t look

F o r severa l y ea rs  befo re 
h is  d ea th  in  th e  su m m e r o f 
1968 OLIVER K ITE (1937
39) w ro te  a  re g u la r  weekly 
co lum n , “  A F ish e rm a n ’s 
D ia ry ,”  fo r The Shooting 
Times. T he  e d ito r  o f  th e  
m agaz ine , P h ilip  B row n, 
h as chosen th e  b es t o f  
M ajo r K ite’s a rtic le s  to  
fo rm  an  an tho logy . T his 
one describes  a  v is it to  
L ancash ire .

In the 
land 
of the 
Red Rose

at my fly, for twenty minutes. 
Then one did. It proved to be a 
roach, a nice fish of near lib. 
I put him back. I couldn’t go 
all that way, nearly three hundred 
and fifty miles, and be instru
mental in slaying an unsuspecting 
roach !

The next two casts brought me 
a small silver leaping sea-trout, 
a sprod, as they call it only in 
Lancashire, and a modest brown. 
Then the rapidly rising river put 
flotsam on the fly every cast, 
and we went home to bed.

Next day brought some of the 
heaviest rain I have ever experi
enced. I turned my back and 
crouched and let it slam down, 
the hail clawing my face and 
clotting my hair. The river was 
quiet. The afternoon turned 
bright and sunny. I ended up 
with seven fish: four reasonable 
brown trout and three sea-trout, 
all taken on a small and roughly 
dressed nymph Righyni had 
offered me. W hen a man who 
knows his river backwards says 
fish here and use that, you are a 
very pompous chap if you don’t 
heed him !

I caught my two best mort, as 
they call sea-trout in the Red 
Rose County, in blazing sunshine 
in mid-afternoon. Righyni pro
nounced them 21b 12oz and 
31b respectively. I got them 
both in thin water just below 
the neck of two different pools, 
and each plucked very gently at 
the sparsely dressed nymph at 
the very beginning of the swing 
drift. It was a most interesting 
amalgam of two very different 
styles, one traditional, the other 
contemporary.

Righyni’s nymph, as likely a 
pattern as I have ever seen for 
fishing in the north-country 
m anner, was dressed at a guess: 
hook, 3; silk, golden-olive; hackle, 
yellowish; whisks, yellowish;

O liv er K ite

body, olive wool; rib, silver. 
Everything slim and sparse, and 
mighty realistic. Needless to say, 
I ragged Righyni about his 
horrible flies, which he took in 
good part, but used nothing else 
by day throughout my stay.

Oglesby joined us that evening, 
catching a 141b salmon almost 
immediately. We went out after 
dinner to fish a stained river in 
bright moonlight. Soon I had 
my best sea-trout, on a yellowish 
tube fly which my host recom
mended. I had thereafter a nice 
basket of brown trout, all taken 
close in on the same lure. The 
moon was bright and high, and 
directly downstream, but I was 
fishing downstream, too, the 
north country way, as the curlew 
lamented unseen overhead.

After very heavy rain on the 
previous day, we were hoping on 
the Saturday for a falling river, 
with a decrease in acidity to make 
for reasonable salmon-taking con
ditions. There had, however, 
been a good deal of rain during 
the night as well, and when we 
came down to a rather late and 
leisurely breakfast, it was still 
falling steadily, and the great 
fells all around were dissolved 
in dark cloud.

It was no surprise, therefore, 
to find a big river awaiting us. 
Fortunately, it was not unduly 
discoloured, although running 
rather like medium-dry sherry. 
Conditions were far from what 
we had hoped for, but they were 
not impossible and, given a fine 
day, they might well improve 
before evening.

In the event, it proved to be 
quite a nice day, with long 
sunny periods in the afternoon. 
The river reached its peak about 
midday, and thereafter began to 
drop off in a most promising way. 
This is how the fishing went.

A certain amount of debris 
coming downstream did not 
help us, floating weed and the 
like catching up on our hooks. 
Righyni went off downstream to 
fish for sea-trout, as they would 
be less likely to be affected by 
the evident acidity of the water.

Salmon were showing, here

and there, fish that looked as if 
they’d been in the river for some 
time. In  the circumstances it was 
a bit too soon to expect much 
from the fly, and Oglesby put up 
a spinning rod, to fish the 
Groynes Pool. He offered to 
lend me his spare spinning 
outfit, and urged me to have a go.

Having had some very good 
sea-trout to 31b on the nymph 
the previous day, I thought I 
might as well try, and I accepted 
Oglesby’s kind invitation to fish 
down in front of him. We fished 
slowly and carefully, encouraged 
by the occasional sight nf a 
salmon stirring. The fresh 
seemed to have livened them up, 
and some fish were clearly 
running. W ith different fish 
coming into the pools, we felt we 
were in with a reasonable chance.

Soon after noon, a salmon 
rolled at my lure. Next cast, a 
distant one, the fish took, very 
quietly—one of those takes when 
you think you’ve touched a bit 
of watercress on one of the stones, 
but before you can start to try 
to free your hook, you realise you 
have a fish on.

The salmon seemed well 
hooked. I t played deep. I got 
out of the river and up on to 
the high bank, and worked the 
fish across so that it was lying 
just upstream, fighting both me 
and the main push of the current. 
After seven minutes, and one 
longish run, it began to tire.

Oglesby was ready with the 
gaff. We shouldn’t have long to 
wait, but then the fish let go, 
quite quietly, and was gone. 
The disappointment on my 
friend’s face made me feel for 
him, and I laughed off my own 
natural regret at losing my fish. 
Neither of us had done anything 
to reproach ourselves for: it was 
just one of those things !

After a picnic lunch, I went off 
to try the tail of the Groynes. 
Fishing with the same sparse 
nymph that had served me so 
well the previous day, I had a 
violent take almost immediately, 
and an acrobatic sea-trout of just 
over a pound came leaping and 
protesting to a couple of rods’ 
distance away, where it fought it 
out to the point of exhaustion. 
For som? reason I didn’t get 
another one there.

I then decided to walk a long 
way down to one of the lower 
pools, which had rewarded me 
well the previous afternoon. On 
the way I disturbed sundry 
oystercatchers and various wag
tails. Sand martins twittered 
overhead. Oddly enough, Ogles
by accidentally killed one of 
these earlier in the day, the little 
bird being struck by the spinning 
lure and killed instantly about 
forty yards away at the end of 
a cast.

The sun blazed down, for once, 
and all I got for my long and 
tiring walk and very careful 
fishing was one small herling. 
The river was a good deal higher 
than it had been the day before,

Turn to page 12
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S ir  H a ro ld  D e rb y sh ire , the  
new  p re s id e n t o f  th e  O ld 
B lack b u rn ian s’A ssociation .

No swimming 
gala

Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar 
School held no swimming gala 
last year because of inadequate 
training facilities in Blackburn. 
The gala should have taken place 
on December 4.

M r Douglas Coulson, head
master, wrote to the chief execu
tive officer-town clerk, M r Brian 
Scholes, expressing deep concern 
at the worsening facilities.

ON THE 
MOVE?

Se n d  u s  
your  
new  
a d d re ss

Write to 
Mr F. Bury,
Queen Elizabeth's 

Grammar School, 
Blackburn, BB2 6DF.

36 Old Blacks at 
Oxbridge dinner

Thirty-six Old Blackburnians 
i  attended the joint annual dinner 

of the Oxford and Cambridge 
branches of the association in the 
hall of M erton College, Oxford, 
on Friday, February 27, 1970.

T he loyal toast was proposed 
by the Oxford chairman, M r 
John Cottam, who also said grace.

A toast to  “ The School ” was 
proposed by the Oxford treasurer, 
M r David Gartside, and the 
headmaster, M r Douglas Coul
son, replied. The Oxford secre
tary, M r Stuart Ferguson, who 
organised the dinner, also spoke.

The menu w as: consomme 
julienne; fillet of sole waleska; 
toumedos chasseur; peaches in 
brandy; and coffee.

Those present were:

B. G . A ldred  (1961-69), R . P. B olton  
(1960-69), J. R . B rock lehurst (1962-69), 
J. F. Bucklcy (1960-67), F . B ury (second 
m aster), A. B yrom  (1962-69), A, R. 
C hurch ill (1960-66), D . C ollison (1958-

The London branch of the 
Old Blackburnians’ Association 
held a buffet supper party at the 
Leicester Lounge, Glasshouse 
Street, London, W .I., on Octo
ber 17. Fifty-six people attended.

Among the guests were some 
of last summer’s School-leavers 
and wives of members, together 
with members of the London 
branch of Blackburn High School 
Old G irls’ Association.

M r Paul Price, secretary of the 
London Old Blacks, reports: 
“ It was a most informal meeting 
and one of the most enjoyable we 
have had, I think, for some years. 
There were no speeches, just 
quiet drinking and some pleasant 
food.”

The committee of the London 
branch is anxious to extend and 
improve the scope and nature of 
branch activities, and would 
welcome suggestions.

P  Sixty people attended the 
ninth annual Old Blackbumians’ 
service, which was held in Big 
School on Sunday, November 
30, 1969.

The service was conducted by 
the Rev W. David Robinson 
(1942-49), vicar o f St James’s 
Church, Blackburn. Singing

68), J. P. C o ttam  (1960-67), D . J. 
C oulson (headm aster), C . G . E d m u n d - 
son (1962-69), S . J. F erguson  (1961-68), 
D . F ie ld ing  (1962-69), J . D . G arts ide  
(1957-67), H . H argreaves (1927-37), 
R. H argreaves (1960-67), N . H aw croft 
(1960-66), N . T . H olden  (1925-29), 
I. Ibbo tson  (1957-66), N . Jepson  
(1918-25), B. H. K em ball-C ook (head
m aster, 1956-65), E. C . M arsden  
(1921-31), P . M . M artin  (1958-65),
B. D . M illigan (1962-69), D . J. N icho l
son (1955-62), J. N . P rest (1933-40), 
G . H . R edm an  (1957-64), H . SchoUick 
(1918-25), T . E. S h a rra tt (1949-56),
D. W . Shaw  (staff), N . W . Tow ers 
(1962-69), I. H . W alton  (1962-69),
C. P. W aring  (1939-43), W . W estw ell 
(1962-69), J. R. W hitehead (1961-68), 
P. W ood (1961-68).

T he Oxford and Cambridge
branches will again hold a joint 
dinner next year. It will probably 
take place in Magdalen College 
or University College, Oxford.

Eighteen members of the Old 
Blackbumians’ Association att
ended the annual dinner of the 
Yorkshire branch at Leeds U ni
versity on November 7.

M r Guy Shuttleworth presided 
and proposed the loyal toast. 
He welcomed the guests and 
presented the apologies of those 
unable to be present. The head
master, M r Douglas Coulson 
replied briefly.

T h o se  p resen t w ere : M r J . A dam s, 
M r D . B eardsw orth , M r A. B ird , M r F. 
B ury, M r K . C hadw ick, M r I. C h ip p e n 
dale, M r J. C ooper, M r D . J . C oulson, 
M r D . Cunliffe, M r C . W . H arvey, 
M r R . H u n te r, M r H . K ing , M r A. 
M oore, M r R . M ayo, M r P. Ronson, 
M r D . W . S haw , M r G . M . S hu ttle- 
w orth , M r. G . K . W hitehead .

This year’s York supper even
ing will be held on Friday, 
May 1.

was led by members of the 
School choir and the accom
panist was M r F. Dewhurst.

T he first lesson was read by 
M r W. E. T. Walsh (1924-30), 
chairman of the Old Black
bum ians’ Association, and the 
second by M r W. H. Proctor 
(1932-40).

Promoted to 
senior 

NWEB post
M r Harry Chippendale was 

appointed deputy chief commer
cial officer of the N orth Western 
Electricity Board in December. 
He had previously for five years 
been an assistant chief commer
cial officer with the board.

M r Chippendale attended 
Q ueen E lizab e th ’s G ram m ar 
School from 1940 to 1945 and 
went on to Manchester Univers
ity, where he read electrical 
engineering and took his BSc 
degree w ith first-class honours in 
1948. In the same year he joined 
the electricity supply industry as 
a graduate trainee with the N orth 
Western Electricty Board at 
Blackburn.

He later became an installation 
engineer and in 1952 was app
ointed district consumers’ engin
eer in the Rotherham and Mex- 
borough District of the Yorkshire 
Electricity Board. After some 
time in that post he moved to a 
similar appointment in the 
board’s Sheffield D istrict, and 
he then became assistant com
mercial officer for the Sheffield 
Ar-a.

He rejoined the N orth Western 
Electricity Board in 1962 as area 
commercial officer in the Lake
land Area, and he took up his 
appointment as assistant chief 
commercial officer (technical 
sales and service) three years 
later. In  that position he was 
responsible for creating the sales 
organisations selling plant and 
equipment to industry, com
merce, and farms, and central 
heating in the new housing 
market.

M r Chippendale, who is 42, 
is a chartered engineer and a 
member of the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers. He is 
married, with two children, and 
lives at 6 Winchester Drive, Sale, 
Cheshire.

Supper for 18 at Yorks 
London dinner 

members in Leeds

60 AT ANNUAL SERVICE

M r C h ip p en d a le
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THE forty-first annual general 
meeting of the Old Black

bum ians’ Association was held 
at the Old Blackbumians’ A FC ’s 
clubhouse at Lammack on Wed
nesday, November 26, 1969. 
Twenty-three members were 
present and M r W. E. T . 
Walsh, chairman, presided.

M r David Forbes, secretary, 
presented the apologies of those 
unable to attend and read the 
minutes of the previous annual 
general meeting.

In  discussion of matters arising 
from those minutes, M r Harry 
King said that it had been 
decided to withdraw the proposal 
for the association to present the 
School with a flag; instead, the 
association would provide a new

THE AGM
w ill be held  a t  8 p .m . on 
W ednesday , N ovem ber 25. 
T he p lace  o f  m ee tin g  w ill 
be  an nounced  in  the  

au tu m n .

lectern Bible for the new 
building. The idea was favour
ably received.

M r Walsh said that no action 
had yet been taken on the pro
posed realisation of the associa
tion’s fixed-interest assets. M r 
Douglas J. Coulson, headmaster, 
said that the development fund 
was progressing, but could still

AGM 41
do with a few more covenants.

There was some discussion 
about whether the association’s 
annual church service should 
continue. It was reported that 
the 1968 dinner had made a 
profit, and the school-leavers’ 
hotpot supper had been a success. 
M r King described the branch 
activities, which were much 
enjoyed.

Presenting the balance sheet 
(see below), M r  Fred Bury, 
treasurer, said that 27 life mem
bers had been recruited. Was 
this, he wondered, a record ? 
Subscriptions were very high— 
due, he thought, to M a g is t e r . 
The accounts were accepted 
unanimously.

M r P. T . Pearson, chairman 
of the social sub-committee, said 
that the May dance at Samles- 
bury Hall had been a success, 
and another would be held in 
1970.

M r Keith Newton, for the 
football club, reported on the 
teams’ progress and the club’s 
extensive social activities, and 
M r Ken Forbes reported on golf.

There was lengthy discussion 
of M a g is t e r . M r  Tom  Sharratt, 
editor, said that the magazine 
was costing a “ frightening”

amount of money. Even though 
M r John Haworth, advertising 
manager, was making great efforts 
to attract advertising, the maga
zine was still losing heavily.

M r Sharratt said he had always 
imagined that the point might be 
reached at which the association 
would say stop; had that point,

THE DINNER
w ill be held  on S a tu rd a y , 

D ecem b er 19.

he wondered, been reached ? 
There were cries of “No, no ! ” , 
and M r Walsh most courteously 
assured M r Sharratt of the 
association’s continued support. 
In that case, said M r Sharratt, 
publication would continue, and 
he thanked members for their 
encouragement.

M r Walsh said that Professor 
Gordon Manley, president, wish
ed to retire from that office. 
The meeting expressed its thanks 
to Professor Manley for his 
loyal service, it was resolved 
that Sir Harold Derbyshire 
should be invited to become 
president of the association.

M r Donald Forbes, vice
chairman, said that the chairman

customarily held office for one 
year, but it was felt that this 
period was not long enough. 
He therefore proposed that the 
office of chairman should be held 
for two years. M r Walsh was 
thereupon re-elected, and said 
he was very honoured.

There were no resignations 
from the committee. M r John 
S. Read (1954-61) was elected to 
the committee, and the existing 
members were re-elected en bloc. 
M r Ken Forbes urged that one 
of the more recent school-leavers 
should join the committee.

It was resolved that subscrip
tions to the association should 
remain unchanged.

O F F IC E R S , 1969-70
President: Sir Harold Derby

shire; vice-presidents: M r P. C. 
Northam , M r E. Towle; chair
man: M r W. E. T . W alsh; vice
chairman: M r J. D. Forbes; hon. 
secretary: M r D. I. Forbes; hon. 
treasurer: M r F. Bury; hon. 
auditors: M r W. Hare, M r K. H. 
Marsden.

Com m ittee: M r B. Brown, M r
H. Burrows, M r D. J. Coulson, 
D r P. L. S. Dixon, M r G. N. 
Forbes, M r W. K. Forbes, M r T. 
H indle, M r E. G. H unt, M r N. 
Jepson, M r F. J. Jones, M r H. 
King, M r E. C. M arsden, M r K. 
V. Newton, M r P. T . Pearson, 
M r W. H. Proctor, M r J. S. 
Read, D r T . Riley, M r J. E. 
Sagar, M r T . E. Sharratt, M r R. 
Smethurst, M r J. W arner, M r R. 
W. Wallis.

O LD B LA C K B U RN IA N S’ A SSO C IA TIO N  
ST A T E M E N T  O F  A C C O U N TS FO R  T H E  YEAR E N D E D  JULY 31, 1969 

IN C O M E  AND E X P E N D IT U R E  A C C O U N T

Bank Charges . .
General Expenses . .
Postages . .  . .
Magazines . . . .
Church Service ..
Magister . . . .
Leavers’ Supper ..
School Covenant . .
Corporation Tax . .
Balance: Profit to Accumulated Fund 21

L if e  M e m b e r s h ip  F u n d  
Balance at 1.9.68 . . .
Additions . .  . . .

Deletions . .  . .

War Memorial Fund 
Accumulated Fund : 

Profit at 1.9.68 . .  
Profit on 1968/9 . .

£ s. d. £ s. d. £  s. d. £ s. d.
. .  2 2 0 Subscriptions, 1968/69 ..  . . . .  264 3 6
. .  6 6 0 Released from Life Membership Fund . . . .  31 10 0
. .  10 0 2 Interest on Investments: 4 ° ,,Consols 50 0 0
. .  16 14 0 Tax . . 20 12 6
. .  6 12 6
. .  258 10 11 29 7 6
. .  15 0 0 Blackburn Savings Bank . .  . . 15 7 0
. .  21 0 0 —  44 14 6
. .  13 8 6 War Memorial G round Rent . . . m . .  5 0 0

Fund 21 5 2 Annual D inner . .  . . .. . .  18 18 6
Profit from social activities . . • ■ . .  6 12 9

£370 19 3 £370 19 3

BALA NCE SH E E T
£ s. d. £ s. d. £  s. d. f s. d.

Lammack G round at cost, less sales ..1207 15 6
. .  1366 1 0 I n v e s t m e n t s  : 4%  Consols
. .  141 15 0 £300 at cost . . 210 12 0

£950 at par . . 950 0 0
1507 16 0

. .  31 10 0 (M arket value £530) 1160 12 0
— 1476 6 0 C a s h  a t  B a n k

•. .. ..1207 15 6 Lloyds Bank L td. . .  . . 9 1 3
Blackburn Savings Bank . . 560 13 5

. .  254 8 1 —  569 14 8

. .  21 5 2 Cash in hand . . ..  . . . .  21 12 7
—  275 13 3

£2,959 14 9 £2,959 14 9

H o n o r a r y  A u d it o r s ’ R e p o r t

We hereby certify that we have examined the accounts of the Old Blackburnians’ Association as above set forth 
together with the books and vouchers relating thereto. In  our opinion they represent a true and correct record of the 
transactions of the Association during the year ended 31 July, 1969.

(Signed) K E N N E T H  H. M ARSDEN, F.C.A.
13 November, 1969. W ILLIA M  HARE, F.C.A.
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A SCHOOL WITH NO FEARS FOR
Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar 

School was approaching what 
might be a crossroads in its 
history, M r Douglas Coulson, 
headmaster, said at the annual 
dinner of the Old Blackburnians’ 
Association on December 20.

But he had no fears for the 
future. “ It may seem to many 
of us that it is the G overnment’s 
intention to  make all schools 
either comprehensive or appre
hensive,” he said. “ I do not 
consider that we have any need 
to be either.”

A total of 170 old boys and 
their guests attended the dinner 
in Big School. The chairman, 
M r W. E. T . Walsh, presided 
and proposed the loyal toast. 
Grace was said by M r Harry 
King.

Mr Coulson was replying to 
the toast to “ The School,” 
proposed by M r Frank M. 
W hittaker (1937-43). There was 
loud applause when M r Coulson 
said that although he could not 
be present at the dinner M r 
William Hare, chairman of the 
governors, had been fully restored 
to health after his very serious 
illness in October.

M r Coulson continued :
“ I should like to take this 

opportunity of paying a special 
tribute to M r Eastwood, senior 
history master, and housemaster 
o f Drake, who retired yesterday. 
He has been with us for 41 years 
and one term  ; so you now 
know as untrue, I ’m  afraid, the 
story that he was actually at 
School in 1567 and awarded 
Queen Elizabeth I a credit mark 
for her signature on our Charter.

“ It is an understatement 
that we shall miss him. No more 
will small boys bring to the 
study, for commendation, splen
did drawings of those Spanish 
galleons, which have sailed 
across the pages of grammar 
school history neat books for so 
many years and which must now 
outnum ber the very ships that 
put to sea in that first great

THE FUTURE

M R  C O U LSO N  
—confidence

Armada ; while the well-known, 
and much imitated, exhortations 
to Drake house footballers will, 
in future, be heard in fruitier 
and more stentorian tones.

“ Forty-one years are a long 
span, and in it, M r Eastwood 
has served the School loyally 
and with a distinction for which 
we cannot properly and ade
quately thank him in words.

“ His term  at School must 
really constitute a record, and 
perhaps, with his history of the 
School in mind, I might be 
allowed, as this is a grammar 
school, to revert to Latin and say: 

Non solum scripsit, sed fecit, 
historiam 

—he not only wrote, but made, 
history, and from us all here 
tonight, to wish him and Mrs 
Eastwood many long and happy 
years of retirem ent.” (Loud 
applause).

M r Coulson said that Queen 
Elizabeth’s continued to be one 
of the best schools in the N orth
west, and presented these facts 
in support of his claim :
1. In  the table of “ M en’s

Awards at Oxbridge for 1968-9,” 
published in the Times Educa
tional Supplement on October 3, 
Queen Elizabeth’s was very 
creditably placed among the 
leading public and direct grant 
schools in the country, with four 
open awards.

“ And I have further good 
news,” M r Coulson went on. 
“ As far as I can find out the 
School has never had more 
than four Oxbridge awards in 
one year, or at least not for a 
long time. The results of this 
year’s Oxbridge examinations 
are now coming through, 
though are not yet complete. 
Yet already we have gained 
five open scholarships at 
Oxbridge.”
2. In the award of Peel scholar
ships, made to boys and girls in 
Blackburn schools on the com
petitive basis of their perform
ance at Advanced level last June,
13 of the 21 scholarships were 
gained by boys at Queen Eliza
beth’s Grammar School.
3. At both O and A levels of 
the GCE last summer the 
School’s overall results were very 
good indeed, and well above the 
average for schools throughout 
the country as a whole.

M r Coulson said : “ There is 
much denigration, in these 
swinging times, of the pursuit of 
academic endeavour, and a great 
deal of nonsense talked—and by 
people who should know better— 
about the total abolition of 
external examinations.

“ I believe such talk to be both 
foolish and dangerous and against 
the best interests of both children 
in schools and, ultimately, of the 
country as a whole. And I say 
that we should not be ashamed to 
promote excellence wherever we 
find it. It is poor generalship, in 
my view, to spend all one’s time

THE OLD BLACKS -  70 YEARS AGO
S ir  H a ro ld  D e rb y sh ire , 

p re s id e n t o f  th e  O ld  B lack
b u rn ia n s ’ A ssociation , w as 
u n ab le  to  a tte n d  th e  d in n e r  
b u t sen t g ree tin g s a n d  good 
w ishes in  a  le t te r  w hich  the  
c h a irm a n , M r W alsh, re a d  
ou t.

S ir  H a ro ld  ad d ed  a  few 
rem in iscences o f  th e  old 
boys w hen  h e  en te re d  th e  
School in  th e  la s t y e a r  o f  th e  
n in e teen th  c e n tu ry  :

“ There was no old boys’ 
association, as far as I remem
ber, but there was the old boys v 
present boys cricket match in 
the Alexandra Meadows the 
last Wednesday in July: al

though the old boys mustered 
only a scratch side the old boys 
generally won.

“T hen at the annual prize 
day and concert on or about 
D ecember 21 each year the old 
boys were welcome and a few 
came and sat at the back of the 
hall (Big School) and sang and 
cheered.

“ Again most days September 
to M arch the present boys 
generally played football (picked 
sides or kickabout) on the top 
playground. Frequently some 
old boys came and joined in the 
game.

“ In October, 1914, after the 
German war began and there

was a need of volunteers to join 
the new army being formed, 
there was a meeting of old boys 
to discuss and decide if  they 
could do something to help.

“The meeting decided to 
engage a drill sergeant to drill 
OBs two evenings a week, so 
that we should be somewhat 
prepared when the call came. 
Some of those boys have their 
names on the Roll o f Honour 
and the Memorial in Big 
School.”

Sir Harold commented : 
“ Although the School’s Disce 
Prodesse came later, its precept 
and object were well understood 
in 1914-19.”

and effort in bringing up the rear 
and neglecting the advanced 
troops.

“ But work does not engage all 
our attention and energies. The 
School must now have the best 
fencing teams in the North-west 
of England, and in the individual 
schools championship held last 
m onth, all 12 competitors reached 
the quarter-finals; seven reached 
the semi-final; three the final, 
and, of a total entry of 176 fencers 
from schools in the North-west, 
our I. D. M cLeod became senior 
champion and winner of the gold 
medal.

“ In cricket, too, we have not 
lost a School match for the past 
two seasons. There is, indeed, 
such an embarrassment of riches 
in  other spheres to record that it 
is difficult to know what to om it. .

“  I have given you some out
line of the present achievement 
of the School, though I have had 
to leave out a great deal of im
portance that will now have to 
wait until Speech Day, such as 
the reconstitution of the govern
ing body; the work on the new 
buildings; and so on.

“ But I feel that I must say a 
word or two about the future, for 
Queen Elizabeth’s, like all the 
other 179 direct grant schools, is 
approaching what may be a 
crossroads in its long educational 
journey, and many will be wond
ering along which track the 
School will travel in the seventies 
and beyond.

“ M uch, o f course, may be 
decided in the coming year. The 
Donnison report on direct grant 
schools will be published in 
M arch, and its recommendations 
could be of critical importance, 
if  the Government decides to act 
on them.

“ But I wonder whether it is 
not fair to ask, now that there 
have been serious discussions and 
Government commissions into, 
first, the r61e of the public 
schools and now the r61e of the 
direct grant schools, why there 
should not be equally serious 
discussions and a Government 
commission into the r61e of 
comprehensive schools ?

“  But is it difficult to  escape 
the melancholy conclusion that 
this will not take place; and the 
feeling that the whole field of 
national education daily grows 
more like the unreal world of the 
Mad H atter’s tea party, where all 
the words have changed their 
meanings, where ‘discipline’ is 
represented as ‘tyranny’; where 
‘education’ means ‘social engin
eering’ ; where schools are places

Turn to page 13
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Your OWN
newspaper

In the Red Rose County
From page 8
and the sea-trout, if they were 
there, were not in taking mood. 
I wasn’t sorry to see Oglesby 
driving down to meet me and 
lift me back to the Groynes Pool.

He gave me a good stiff dram, 
and after I had rested a while, 
I decided to have another go 
with his spare spinning rod. 
I moved a fish, first chuck, and 
hooked one, probably the same 
salmon, five casts later.

U n d e r  O g le sb y ’s h e lp fu l 
prom pting, I got smartly out of 
the river, up over the high bank 
and out into the meadow, to walk 
my fish clear of and below the 
projecting groyne at that point. 
This fish gave little trouble, and 
we had her out in a few minutes, 
a hen of 8Jlb that had been in 
the river some little time. On 
the strength of this success, we 
had another dram.

T hen it was Oglesby’s turn. 
Almost at once he hooked and 
eventually beached a fish of 
10£lb, fresh-run from the sea, 
w ith the promised sea-lice much 
in evidence. T hen, first cast, I 
had another take myself. This 
too, was a fresh fish, with sea-lice 
near her tail, and her 11 Jib gave 
me a score of pounds of salmon 
to take home.

We couldn’t stay for more, as

we had to meet our friends for 
dinner. Dark clouds were build
ing up. Rain seemed to  be 
falling higher up the valley, and 
a strong wind was howling. It 
looked as if  we had had the best 
of the weather.

T h is  a s s e s s m e n t p ro v e d  
correct. We returned to the 
river after dinner, hoping not 
only for sea-trout at dusk and 
afterwards, but for a salmon or 
two before the light failed. I got 
off to a promising, if slightly 
surprising, start by hooking and 
landing a brown trout of 21b 6oz. 
It would have been a good fish 
anywhere.

Oglesby tried both fly and 
bait for salmon, but they were 
no longer in the mood. Righyni 
found the sea-trout equally unco
operative, as I did myself.

The rain higher up was having 
its effect. The river promised 
little before next day, so we 
called an early halt to the fishing 
and packed up.

I couldn’t complain: my brief 
stay had yielded a truly mixed 
bag: one roach (returned), nine 
brown trout to 21b 6oz, eight 
sea-trout, including three three- 
pounders, and two salmon to
gether weighing 201b. I ’ve so 
often been a lot farther for a 
lot less !

“A  Fisherman’s Diary” is 
published by A ndri Deutsch at 42j.

Advertise 
in Magister

Advertising Manager:
MR. JOHN HAWORTH, QUEEN ELIZABETH S GRAMMAR SCHOOL, 
BLACKBURN, BB2 6DF.
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No fears for the future
From page 11

in  which all must run but none 
may w in; and where the phrase 
‘dynamic progress’ means a great 
leap forward into a hole in the 
dark.

“  But in Queen Elizabeth’s we 
have a strong school—strong in 
its traditions, strong in its record 
of service and achievement, 
strong in the loyalties that it 
inspires in  its old boys, parents, 
and in this whole neighbourhood 
of Lancashire, and I have no 
fears for its future.”

Proposing “ The School,” M r 
W hittaker recalled that it was
27 years since he had left Queen 
Elizabeth’s.

“ I left School, a School 
smaller than today, during the 
middle of the w a r . . It was during 
this period that school dinners 
first started and we marched— 
yes, hundreds of us—in snake
like proccssion down to what was 
once the M ethodist church at the 
top of Montague S tree t. .  It is 
rather fitting that the building 
where we dined is again a filling 
station—though of a different 
nature.

“  The headmaster at that time 
was the late A rthur Holden and 
the head boy at one stage during 
my stay was the present second 
master, Fred Bury.

“ M uch has been said about 
M r Holden and memories of him 
will be revered for many years 
to come. A Blackburnian and 
past head boy of the School, he 
was a man with a deep under
standing of boys, a quiet but 
firm leader, a man of great fore
sight and intelligence, a man 
with two feet on the ground.

“ I cam: to know him well, 
not only through being one of his 
pupils, sincc knowing his boys 
was one of his many attributes, 
but through the many Saturday 
nights we spent together fire 
watching, mostly in the back 
kitchen of the School before as 
large a fire as possible, talking 
together and at times receiving 
extra mathematical tuition.

“  We were extremely fortunate 
in having M r Holden as a head
master of the School and his 
influence must still be the guiding 
hand behind many successful 
careers.”

M r W hittaker continued: “The 
School has developed and ex
panded under the influence of 
M r Benson, M r Kemball-Cook, 
and an able body of governors. 
The School is now 900 strong, 
drawing boys from an ever- 
widening catchment area, a 
School with a proud academic 
record and the envy of many—a 
direct grant school free from the 
whims of local authorities, and 
long may it continue so.

“ Since our last dinner a link 
with the past has been broken by 
the retirement of Dick M ercer;

you will have seen and approved 
the tributes to him  in M a g is t e r .

“ Before the end of this school 
year two further links will be 
severed by the retirement of M r 
Eastwood and D r Tyler. These 
two gentlemen, between them, 
have served the School for more 
than 75 years.

“ M r Eastwood and D r Tyler, 
we wish you well in your retire
ment and thank you for the help 
and guidance you have given us.” 
(Loud applause).

M r W hittaker continued :
“ I feel confident that the 

School will always offer the type 
of education discerning parents 
desire. Freedom of choice is 
inherent to the British way of 
life, and by virtue of this, and the 
high quality of teaching staff 
under the wise council of M r 
Coulson, I can see nothing but 
success.”

The toast to “ Our Guests ” 
was proposed by M r Robert 
M cCartney (1924-28) a deputy 
governor of the T  ower of London, 
and very graciously he did it.

A response was made by the 
chief guest, M r William Palfrey, 
Chief Constable of Lancashire, 
who praised the School for its 
400 years of history and tradition, 
which, he felt sure, would be an 
inspiration to pupils of the 
future.

M r Palfrey emphasised the 
need for a firm code of conduct 
in society, and the equal need 
for that code of conduct to be 
effectively maintained. By its 
influence, he said, Queen Eliza
beth’s had done much to preserve 
society’s code of conduct in the 
area which it served.

A welcome revival at the dinner 
was the custom of the chairman’s 
taking wine with those present 
according to  the decade in 
which they left School.

M r King called out the 
decades, gaining a substantial re
sponse for recent years: “ 1960-69 
. .1950-59. .1940-49” - rather 
fewer at this point and a notice
able thinning as he continued: 
“ 1930-39. .1920-29.”

There was but a handful now, 
for 1910-19. M r King looked 
about him, and cried: “ 1900-09!” 
A pause. And then there rose a 
solitary, majestic figure — Sir 
Benjamin Ormerod.

It was a moving moment, and 
the applause which followed was 
a sincere tribute to one of the 
School’s most distinguished old 
boys.

The toastmaster was M r 
Derick G. Lund.

T he menu was : grapefruit; 
minestrone soup; poached halibut 
with hollandaise sauce; braised 
steak, fried French onions, baked 
and creamed potatoes, mush
rooms, tomatoes,brussels sprouts, 
and carrots; bombe tu tti fru tti; 
cheese and biscuits; and coffee.

A L L  N.C.C. M A K E S  O F  C A R A V A N S  

S U P P L IE D

SITES - ALL ACCESSORIES - PAINTING - REPAIRS 

HIRE PURCHASE - INSURANCE, Etc. 

WINTER STORAGE

ALLAN CLARKE 
(Caravans) LTD

(A L L A N  C L A R K E  - JA C K  O A T E S)

T H E  B O A T  Y A R D  

W H IT E B IR K  . . B L A C K B U R N
B B I 3HS.

Phonesi Blackburn 54222

M.O.T. LAND ROVER and TRANSPORTER SERVICE 

Anywhere in the British Isles

C A R A V A N  H O L ID A Y S  

C H A L E T  H O L ID A Y S  with all Mains Services 

LOCH RYAN, STRANRAER, SCOTLAND

Situated on Loch side —  

Restaurant, Licensed Bar, Boating, Fishing, 
Golfing.

Write for Brochure — Box 129

LOCH RYAN  

C A R A V A N  CENTRE

WIG BAY, STRANRAER. 

Telephone: Kirkcolm 233.
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S T E A D S
A favourite supplier of toffees and 

candies to more than three 

generations of Grammar School boys

DELICIOUS COFFEE and 
LIGHT MEALS SERVED 
IN THE TEAROOM

2 P R E S T O N  N E W  R O A D ,

S U D E L L  C R O SS ,  B L A C K B U R N

FOR A L L  Y O U R -  

P H O T O G R A P H IC  R EQ U IR E M EN T S

C I N E  
& 
STILL

M A IN  A G E N T S  FOR
LEITZ ■ ROLLEI . ZEISS 
NIKON - PENTAX - ETC - ETC

8mm. & 16mm. Amateur & Professional Cine Equipment

GORSE’S PHOTOGRAPHICS LTD.
SPECIALISTS IN W E D D IN G S , POR TR AITS, 

C O M M E R C IA L A N D  IN D U S TR IA L  P H O T O G R A P H Y  
C O L O U R  OR BLACK A N D  W H IT E

19, CHURCH STREET, BLACKBURN 
Telephone: 51682

PROCTER’S
for

TELEVIS ION
C O L O U R  BLA CK  & W H ITE

REN T  O R  BU Y  

R A D IO  H I-F I G R A M S  

A LL  ELE C T R IC A L  A P P L IA N C E S

Choose from the best 

All with service that’s proved

PROCTER’S
14-16 AINSWORTH STREET, BLACKBURN 

Telephone 55336.

M AEN SO N
SUITS 
YOU

in good taste
anywhere
anytime

prices 
from £23

i other makes 
from 19 gns.

choose your 
new suit from

GRAYS
I Penny St. and 
Market Hall, 
Blackburn.
Tel. 53275



THREE 

TOP
M r C rossley M r A insw orth M r H ough ton

MEN IN BANKING  RETIRE
THREE Old Blackburnians 

who went ■»ito banking when 
they left School and all reached 
the top of their profession retired 
together on December 16.

They are M r Walter Livesey 
Crossley (1919-24), M r John 
Edwin Ainsworth (1919-22), and 
M r Colin Houghton (1920-25). 
Each of them has more than 
42 years’ experience in banking.

M r Crossley was chief general 
manager of the W estminster 
Bank, M r Ainsworth a joint 
general manager of the National 
Provincial Bank, and M r Hough
ton an assistant general manager 
of the National Provincial. Both 
banks are now part of the 
National W estminster group.

M r C R O SSL EY  was in 
Drake and played football for the 
first team during his time at 
Queen Elizabeth’s. Among his 
team-mates were Tommy Whe- 
well, who later gained a Cam
bridge blue and captained the 
England amateur side, and Harry 
Brogden, who later gained an 
Oxford blue and is now head
master of Brighton, Hove, and 
Sussex Grammar School.

After leaving School M r Cross-

ley played for the Old Black
burnians for several years and 
was the club’s secretary and 
treasurer.

He started work as a junior 
with the W estminster Bank in 
Blackburn, and while working at 
the bank by day he studied in 
the evenings for the examinations 
of the Institute of Bankers.

In  1927 he won the George 
Rae prize for proficiency in the 
“ practice and law of banking ” 
section, and a year later he came 
fourth in the world-wide final 
examinations of the Institute, 
gaining distinctions in two sec
tions.

He is now a Fellow of the 
Institute. For the past two years 
he has served on the council of 
the Institute and has lectured 
frequently on its behalf. In 
Leicester, where after the Second 
Word War he rose from chief 
clerk to manager at the West
minster Bank’s biggest provin
cial branch, he was president of 
the local centre of the Institute.

Just before promotion to Lei
cester he was chosen for a small 
team which helped to reconstruct 
the banking business in Jersey

after the war. From Leicester he 
was appointed in 1960 an assist
ant general manager at the 
London head office. He was 
promoted joint general manager 
in 1963, deputy chief general 
manager in 1966, and chief 
general manager in 1968.

One o f his principal respons
ibilities during the last five years 
has been staff matters. He was 
instrumental in sponsoring an 
accelerated promotion system 
for the more able at an early age 
and also introduced a senior 
management development plan.

M r Crossley, who is married, 
with three children, will continue 
to live at Dorking in retirement.

M r A IN SW O R TH  entered 
Queen Elizabeth’s when he was 
nine and left just after his 13th 
birthday. He then attended Mill 
Hill School, London, but return
ed to Blackburn when he joined 
the National Provincial Bank 
in  1927.

He moved to Nottingham  in 
1939 and after gaining experience 
there he was transferred to head 
office. He spent the rest of his 
career in London.

He became a bank inspector

in 1951 and chief controller of 
the idvance department in 1956. 
In 1965 he was promoted head of 
the department and later that 
year becam; assistant general 
manager of the bank. He was 
appointed joint general manager 
in 1968.

M r H O U G H T O N  was born 
at W ithnell Fold and won a 
county scholarship from W ith
nell Fold School to Queen Eliza
beth’s. He was in Grenville and 
played for the School’s second 
teams at both cricket and football.

Unlike his two colleagues, he 
has never worked in Blackburn. 
He joined the National Provincial 
in Manchester in 1925. He later 
worked for the bank in Leicester 
and Bishop’s Stortford, and in
1935 he was appointed to the 
bank’s head office staff depart
ment in London as a clerk.

He progressed to more senior 
appointments, including staff 
controller, and was exempt from 
war service, as part of his job 
entailed liaison with the M inistry 
of Labour on staffing. He lives 
at Purley, Surrey, and has 
recently spent two months in 
South Africa.

BANKERS ON THE MOVE
M r Eric West, who has made 

his career with Lloyds Bank Ltd 
since he left School thirty years 
ago, has been appointed manager 
of the bank’s King Street branch 
in Manchester.

M r West was a pupil at Queen 
Elizabeth’s from 1933 to 1939 
and joined Lloyds Bank as a 
clerk in Blackburn. He served 
in the Royal Air Force from 
1942 to 1946.

He worked at branches in 
Bolton, M anchester, and Black
pool until 1952, when he was 
appointed to the bank’s inspec
tion staff, and three years later, 
in 1955, he became assistant 
manager of the Leeds branch.

He was promoted assistant to 
the Yorkshire district manager in
1959 and in 1963 became mana
ger of the East Parade branch in 
Leeds. In  1967 he moved to  the 
North-east as manager o f the 
Sunderland branch, and he

stayed there until he took up his 
new appointment in Manchester 
last November.

M r West is a member of the 
Old Blackbumians’ Association 
and the East Lancashire Club. 
He is married, with one child, 
and lives at 10 Ridgmont Road, 
Bramhall, Cheshire.

M r David Thomas Bury 
(1947-51) was appointed manager 
of the Church branch of 
Blackburn Trustee Savings Bank 
in January. He lives in Rossen- 
dale, and had previously been 
acting as a relief manager at 
branches in that area.

On leaving Queen Elizabeth’s 
M r Bury joined S. S. Stott L td., 
of Haslingden, as a time and 
motion clerk. In 1952 he joined 
the staff of the borough treasur
er’s department at Accrington as 
a clerk and spent two years there 
before entering the Royal Air 
Force for his national service.

He served in Britain and G er
many.

When he returned to civilian 
life in 1956 he joined Blackburn 
Trustee Savings Bank as a clerk 
at Blackburn.

He is married, with two sons, 
and lives at 3 Dorset Drive, 
Helmshore.

M r Samuel Neal Fielden 
(1933-40) was appointed man
ager of the Todmorden branch 
of the National Westminster 
Bank in January. He was previ
ously accountant at the Hasling
den branch.

M r Fielden entered the D is
trict Bank as a clerk when he 
left Queen Elizabeth’s. A year 
later he joined the Royal Air 
Force and served in the Middle 
East for three years.

He returned to the D istrict 
Bank in 1946 and has worked at 
branches in Blackburn, Clayton- 
le-Moors, Clitheroe, Darwen,

Whalley and Chorley. The 
District Bank is now part of the 
National W estminster group.

M r Fielden is married, with 
two children, and lives at Scot- 
croft, Grange Avenue, Great 
Harwood. He is a member of 
Whalley Golf Club and is a 
trustee and former treasurer of 
Great Harwood Cricket Club.

M r Harold Smith (1931-36) 
was appointed manager of the 
Midland Bank, Wigan, in April 
last year. He had previously for 
six years been manager of the 
Chorley branch.

M r Smith joined the Midland 
Bank at the Thorne branch in
1936. He later served at the 
Blackburn office and as an 
inspector before being appointed 
accountant at Rochdale in 1958.

He moved to Manchester in 
1961 as deputy assistant manager 
and stayed there until he went 
to Chorley.
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Shakespeare’s college ?
By B. H. KEMBALL-COOK

SHAKESPEARE’S early life is shrouded 
in obscurity. Mystery even surrounds 

his Oxford career. It seems virtually cer
tain that he did not take his degree, or there 
would be records to testify to the fact ; 
but what unfortunate circumstances forced 
him to go down prematurely, and which 
was his college ? These questions seemed 
insoluble, but recently I came on some 
evidence which may fill in the gaps.

O f course no impartial critic will doubt 
that Shakespeare was at Oxford. King Lear, 
Hamlet, The Midsummer Night’s Dream- 
clearly these could have only been written 
by an Oxford man. But, for the benefit of 
those educated at other universities, or at 
none, it may be as well to summarize the 
evidence for his Oxford career. It is of 
course contained in Hamlet.

First, who can doubt that Hamlet him
self is Shakespeare’s only essay in auto
biography ? Hamlet’s preoccupation with 
“ words, words, words,” his lectures to the 
cast and to the audience on the art of acting 
and of the significance of drama to posterity 

the abstract and brief chronicles of the 
time ’’-these show us the dramatist himself 
for once taking the stage.

But, to go deeper, there is a mystery at 
the heart of the character which has fascin
ated and baffled the world and makes 
Hamlet unique amongst dramatic charac
ters. This is surely because in Hamlet 
Shakespeare tried once to portray a real 
person-him self-and so Hamlet is the only 
character whom he could not render 
entirely explicable to his readers and his 
audicnces.

Hamlet then is Shakespeare, and there is 
an element in his nature which must 
remain mysterious. Nevertheless, his 
behaviour in the play is not as mysterious 
as critics have thought through missing 
the clue which Shakespeare has provided, 
as is his habit, at the outset of the play.

Why is Hamlet plunged in melancholy 
when we first see him ? Why does this 
melancholy only lift when he is with his 
friends of his own age ? What is the issue 
between him and Claudius in Act I, 
Scene 2 ? The King speaks-and all is 
clear :

For your intent 
In going back to school in W ittenberg,
It is most retrograde to our desire.

T he Queen adds her entreaties, Hamlet 
grudgingly and perforce agrees ; but 
henceforward his melancholy sits on 
brood, and only lifts when his friends from 
the university reappear-notably of course 
Horatio. W ittenberg is a transparent alias 
for Oxford, “ city of wits.”

Once this point is grasped, Hamlet’s

melancholy is explained. Hamlet kills the 
King because he prevented Hamlet from 
taking his degree and becoming a don. 
What better description of Hamlet can be 
found-and what better explanation of 
Hamlet’s long-continued inaction-than 
Beerbohm’s picture of the typical Oxford 
man, who has succumbed to the spell of 
Oxford ?

“ Oxford, that lotus-land, saps the 
will-power, the power of action. But, 
in so doing, it clarifies the mind, makes 
larger the vision, gives, above all, that 
playful and caressing suavity of 
manner which comes of a conviction 
that nothing matters but ideas. . . .  ” 

(.Zuleika Dobson.)
Although Shakespeare had to  go down 

prematurely, his masterpiece breathes his 
regret for the might-have-been. In  Hamlet 
Shakespeare is looking back wistfully on 
his Oxford days and their tragic termina
tion.

Shakespeare’s-and Oxford’s-loss was the 
world’s gain. Had he stayed on to become 
a fellow of his college, he would no doubt 
have been the star of the common rooms, 
but he would never have w ritten his plays. 
The reason why he was sent down was-to 
put it crudely-that he had only one pair of 
boots, and these were taken and not 
returned by a fellow undergraduate named 
Evans while he (Shakespeare) was living in 
digs of his own.

Deprived of the opportunity to leave his 
digs and go to lectures or meet his friends- 
let alone go to tutorials-his only course 
was to steal away barefoot to London to 
hold horses’ heads and later on write 
Hamlet. (We must presume that he was 
living in digs, since had he been in college 
he might have summoned Evans from his 
window and got his boots back).

He tried to get the traumatic episode out 
of his system, not only by writing Hamlet, 
but also by composing a great, but mis
understood, sonnet which begins :

W hen in disgrace with fortune and 
men’s eyes 

I all alone beweepe my outcast state 
And trouble deaf Evans with 

my bootless cries. . . .
Shakespeare, of all Englishmen the most 

sensitive to the claims of natural piety, is 
not likely to have left posterity without a 
clue to his college. And sure enough it is

there-in  the second line quoted above. 
“ I ALL aLOne B ew eepe.. "  B A LLIO L ! 
It is straining probability to suppose that 
these letters occur so close together purely 
by coincidence. I t remains only to disen
tangle the full anagrammatic message con
tained in this line. I plump for 

“ Came, sawe Balliol. Noe use !
Tate petty.”

How Shakespearian is the wry reference 
to Caesar’s “  brag of ‘came and saw and 
overcame’ ” (Cymbeline, I I I .i.23) ! W ist
fully the man, mature and resigned, looks 
back on the youth, eager with hope and 
conscious of genius, coming up to Balliol 
from Stratford, only to be disappointed of 
his hopes of conquering the “city of w its.” 

Presumably Tate was another under
graduate to whom Shakespeare appealed 
vainly for footwear when he was let down 
by the perfidious Evans.

Some recollection of this unfortunate 
affairs seems to have persisted for a time in 
literary circles, since when John Milton 
came in Lycidas to lament the harsh lot of 
poets, his thoughts went inevitably to 
Shakespeare’s mischance. I cannot do 
better than end with his moving (though 
hitherto misprinted and misunderstood) 
tribute to the Swan of Isis :

Alas, what boots ? H it with 
uncessant care 

To tend the homely, slighted 
shepherd’s trade 

And strictly meditate the 
thankless M use. . . .

NOTE.
A friend has said to me that my argu

ments appear convincing, except that I 
have not accountcd for the ghost which 
purports to be Ham let’s dead father ; and 
he has drawn to my attention that Hamlet’s 
motive in seeking revenge on Claudius is 
more than once alleged to be his belief that 
his father was murdered by Claudius. Of 
course this was all put in for the benefit of 
the groundlings, who loved a juicy murder 
and were not likely to be moved by 
Hamlet’s frustration at the loss of an 
academic careeer.

This article, reprinted by permission from  
Oxford, is based on a speech made some years 
ago to an Oxford Society branch dinner and 
is an amended version of an article which first 
appeared in the Oxford Magazine.

Hired? Fired? Wed? Dead?

WHATEVER YOU'RE DOING . . . tell MAGISTER
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I
M r Jam es T h o m as Heyes 
(1958-64) has been  a p p o in t
ed ch ie f  a s s is ta n t a t  C h o r
ley pub lic  l ib ra r ie s  an d  
took up  h is new  p o st la s t 
m o n th . H e w as p rev iously  
an  a ss is ta n t a t  B lack b u rn  
p u b lic  l ib ra r ie s . M r Heyes 
jo ined  th e  s ta f f  a t  B lack
b u rn  w hen he le ft School 
an d  a f te r  basic  tra in in g  
a tte n d e d  a  fu ll- tim e  tw o- 
y e a r course  a t  M an ch este r 
School o f  L ib ra r ian sh ip . 
H e co m p le ted  th e  cou rse  in  
1967 an d  w as e lec ted  an  
assoc ia te  o f  the  L ib ra ry  

A ssociation  in  1968.

OLD BLACKS 
IN BRIEF

D r C. M. P. Johnson (1940-45) 
fellow and bursar of Selwyn 
College, Cambridge, has been 
appointed senior bursar of St 
John’s College, Cambridge, and 
elected to a fellowship.

M r Norman Jepson (1918-22) 
has been appointed a member of 
the newly-formed Post Office 
Users’ National Council.

M r J. R. West (1955-62) has 
been appointed assistant to the 
works manager at Clydend steel
works, Mossend.

M r John Barker (1958-65) has 
been appointed an assistant 
product manager with Beecham 
Research International.

M r A. J. Sheldon (1948-58) 
has been sponsored by Lucas’s 
to study for his PhD. He is 
working in Birmingham and 
lives at Fazeley, Staffordshire.

M r G. S. Bridge (1948-55) has 
been appointed an oboe teacher 
with Southampton local educa
tion authority.

Four elected to 
join governors

The governors of Queen Eliza
beth’s Grammar School have 
elected four new members during 
the past five months. They are 
the Earl of Derby and M r John 
S. Singleton, who were elected 
on November 12, and M r John 
R. Hindle and M r A. R. D. 
Smith, elected on February 11.

The new appointments are 
made following approval by the 
Secretary of State for Education 
and Science last September of 
alterations in the composition of 
the School’s governing body 
whereby of the 21 governors 7 are 
appointed by Blackburn town 
council and 14 co-opted by 
resolution.

Lord Derby is an Old Eton
ian; M r Singleton, M r Hindle, 
and M r Smith are all old boys 
of Queen Elizabeth’s.

By the election of Lord Derby 
the School renews a long associa
tion with his family. I t was 
Thomas, the second Earl, who 
founded the chantry school in 
Blackburn in 1509 from which 
the grammar school developed.

The Earls of Derby main
tained their interest in the School 
and records show that Ferdin- 
ande, the fifth Earl, was a 
governor in 1593-94. The 
present Earl of Derby was guest 
of honour at the School’s Quater- 
centenary celebrations in 1967.

M r Singleton (1931-33) has 
been a life member of the Old 
Blackburnians’ Association for 
many years. His family, too, has 
long been associated with the 
School, his father having been a 
governor.

M r Singleton is a senior part
ner of G. F. Singleton and Co., 
the Blackburn auctioneers and

W E D D IN G S
B arry  B olton (1958-65) and Sally A nn 

A rcher-B urton , Ibadan  reg ister office, 
N igeria, in  M ay.

Roger John  L am onby  (1958-63) and 
Joyce M argare t Benson, S t L eo n ard ’s 
C hu rch , L angho , on O ctober 18.

R obert M ichael Ibbo tson  (1953-62) and 
Susan M ary T ritto n , S t M ary  
B red in ’s C hu rch , C an te rb u ry , in  
O ctober.

G eorge H argreaves (1947-56) and Joan 
Frances M u rp h y , S t M ary  and S t 
M ichael’s C h u rch , G arstang , on 
N ovem ber 4.

G eorge D avid E ntw istle  (1953-61) and 
Pam ela A nn W ilson, G reasby  M e th 
odist C h u rch , C hesh ire , on N ov
em ber 8.

Raym ond Jeffrey Jones (1958-64) and 
Fiona M argare t A rchibald , S t Jam es 
the  Less C h u rch , R aw tenstall, on 
N ovem ber 8.

D avid  Jam es H aw orth  (1957-64) and  
Pam ela N icholson, All S ain ts’ C h u rch , 
E cdesall, Sheffield, on D ecem ber 27.

estate agents, and is chairman of 
the Manchester branch of the 
Chartered Auctioneers’ and Est
ate Agents’ Institute.

He is a Blackburn magistrate 
and a member of the National 
Company of the Associated 
British Chamber of Commerce. 
He serves on the management 
committee of Blackburn Ragged 
School and is organist and choir
master at Wilpshire Methodist 
Church.

M r Hindle (1932-36) is man
aging director of the Scapa 
Group L td ., of Blackburn, and 
general managing director of 
Scapa Dryers Ltd.

D uring the Second World War 
be served with the Royal Tank 
Regiment in Italy. He returned 
to Scapa in 1946 and became 
production director in 1955.

He has been actively con
cerned with the formation and 
operation of the group’s subsidi
aries in Canada and the United 
States. He is also a Blackburn 
magistrate.

M r Smith (1928-35) qualified 
as a dental surgeon at the Royal 
Dental Hospital at London U ni
versity. He has since then been 
in general practice.

M r John  M ichael Shaw  
(1949-57) has been  a p p o in t
ed  dep u ty  housing  m a n a g e r 
to  P re s to n  C o rp o ra tio n  and  
took up  h is new  post in  
F e b ru a ry . H e w as p rev i
ously d is tr ic t housing  offi
ce r fo r K ingston upon  H ull 
C o rp o ra tio n . M r Shaw  
began  his c a re e r  as a 
tra in e e  in  B lack b u rn  C o r
p o ra tio n  housing  d e p a r t
m e n t w hen he le ft School, 
an d  on co m p le tio n  o f  his 
f in a l housing  ex am in a tio n s 
in  1962 he w as p ro m o ted  
a d m in is tra tiv e  a ss is ta n t in  
the  d e p a r tm e n t. H e le ft 
B lack b u rn  fo r H u ll in  1968.

SEED AND 
GABBUTT ltd

Booksellers since 1907

4 and 6 P R E S T O N  N E W  R O A D  

Telephone 58226 

40 and 42 D A R W E N  ST R E E T  

Telephone 59855 

B L A C K B U R N
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On a round-the-world business 
trip last year, M r Roland 
Isherwood (1940-45) was in 
Melbourne when he bumped 
into another Old Black, M r 
Frank Edwards (1940-44). They 
had a long chat about old times.

M r Edwards emigrated to 
Australia in 1951 and is now 
happily settled there—a “dinkum 
Aussie,”  as he describes himself. 
He works as accountant for a 
finance company which is a 
subsidiary of the English, 
Scottish, and Australian Bank 
Ltd.

More recently M r Isherwood 
was attending a big dinner. 
Among several hundred people 
in a very crowded room the 
first person he met was M r 
Norman Jepson (1918-22).

M r Isherwood comments : 
“  I t’s a small world ! ”

Fleeting years
M r  A rthur Race (1919-23) 

writes to say that he enjoys read
ing M a g is t e r  and following the 
progress of Queen Elizabeth’s 
and its old boys. But it is sadly 
nostalgic, he adds, to read of the 
passing of one’s contemporaries 
at School.

“ Tim e goes so fast now
adays—or seems to, at any rate

Chance meetings make 
a very small world
—that it was surely only a year 
or two ago that Ronnie Home 
was heaving his bulk around in 
goal for the second eleven, and 
Alan Sauvain was winning the 
half-mile.

“ And how well I remember 
how D r Brearley’s Grammar 
School choir sang the heads off 
Tom D uerden’s celebrated lot 
from St John’s Church at Black
pool Festival—three times on the 
trot. I still have the certificates 
the Grammar School nightingales 
won at the festival ! ”

M r Race lives at 121 Framing
ham Road, Brooklands, Sale.

A m erican jou rn ey
M r Barry Bolton (1958-65) 

has seen many people and places 
during the last 18 months or so.

In June, 1968, he flew to 
New York and worked there for 
six weeks. Then he bought a car

T O P  C L A S S  F A B R I C S
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DESIGN AND TEXTURE.

Our Workroom is at your disposal for 

MAKING-UP CURTAINS, PELMETS, 

BED-COVERINGS, LOOSE COVERS, ETC.

RYLEY & HAMPSON LIMITED
82 KING WILLIAM STREET, 

BLACKBURN.

Telephone 53935.

and drove down through the 
D eep South to New Orleans, 
across Texas, and down to 
Mexico.

He stayed in Mexico for three 
months and enjoyed it immense
ly. He saw the famous divers on 
rhe cliffs of Acapulco, witnessed 
a bullfight, and explored the 
ruins of an ancient Aztec city.

On October 1 he flew back to 
Britain and got a job in entomol
ogical research with Cadbury’s. 
W ithin a month the firm flew 
him out to Ghana for a world 
conference of entomologists, and 
he then went on in January last 
year to Ibadan, Nigeria, for work 
on a Cadbury plantation there. 
He was expected back in Black
burn on his first home leave last 
month.

M r Bolton also got married 
during his travels: he married 
Miss Sally Ann Archer-Burton, 
of Hastings, at Ibadan register 
office in May last year. The 
couple spent their honeymoon 
in Ghana.

M elbourne dinner
Old Blackbumians in Austra

lia may like to know that the 
English Public Schools Associa
tion of Victoria is planning to 
hold a dinner this month— 
probably in Melbourne.

The association was formed
35 years ago by a small group of 
old boys of English public 
schools who were living in 
Victoria so that they could keep 
in touch with one another. 
M embership now stands at 120, 
and the association is also in 
touch with the old boys’ associa
tions of several local schools.

Further details from the joint 
hon. secretaries, M r P. J. M ount- 
stephen and Mr J. A. E. Voysey, 
c/o Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd., 
31 Queen Street, Melbourne 
3000.

B rothers in law
Two brothers who attended 

Queen Elizabeth’s are both now 
sergeants in the Lancashire 
police. Sergeant T . H. Barton 
(1954-61) works in the control 
room at headquarters, and Ser
geant R. W. Barton (1950-55) 
works in the criminal record 
office.

Another Old Blackburnian who 
holds the same rank in the Lan

cashire police is Sergeant B. A. 
Cresswell (1936-41), stationed at 
Huyton. Sergeant Cresswcll is 
chairman of the Lancashire Con
stabulary branch of the Police 
Federation, and was invited to 
attend a reception at Guildhall 
in London last October to mark 
the Federation’s fiftieth anni
versary.

M ore books ?
M r George Eastwood was 

presented with a typewriter when 
he retired last December. No 
doubt he will find good use for it 
—as is well known, he is the 
author of the School’s Quater- 
centenary history, and has also 
w ritten a history of Samlesbury 
Hall.

D r Frank Tyler, who has just 
retired, is also an established 
author, having w ritten a whole 
series of best-selling science 
textbooks. Now that both these 
distinguished teachers are gentle
men of leisure, perhaps we may 
hope for more books from each 
of them !

Living it up
Living a well-paid life of ease 

and luxury in the Royal Air 
Force, Flying Officer Mick Cat- 
low (1952-59) has taken out life 
membership of the Old Black
bum ians’ Association, which is 
an excellent way of subscribing 
to this magazine.

From Hongkong he writes : 
“ This is surely the greatest 
place on earth from the enjoy
ment point of view, but unfort
unately I will have to return to 
the cold shores of England next 
Septem ber.”

Halo, too
On looking through the Quat- 

ercentenary W ho’'  Who recently 
we were prompted to wonder 
which profession can claim most 
Old Blacks.

Banking has many, and teach
ing and medicine probably have 
equal numbers. T he Church, 
too, has quite a few.

Perhaps we might picture the 
average Old Black as healthy, 
wealthy, and wise. With a halo, 
too.
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Football club plans a calendar of
The past year has in general 

been one of progress in the 
social life of the Old Blackburn
ians’ Association Football Club.

In  many ways, as can be 
expected, the social life is closely 
connected with the sporting life. 
The Seven-a-side contest, for 
instance, which is about to be 
organised once again for August, 
brings together nearly two hun
dred people who have not met 
each other for some four or more 
months.

T he entertainment at the club 
has been varied. There have 
been the usual dances to groups 
for those so inclined and also 
dances to recorded music pro
fessionally supplied in a highly 
polished manner. Folk groups 
and jazz bands have added 
greatly to the variety, and it 
looks as though the barbecue 
in the marqueei s going to be a 
popular and regular summer 
event.

In the near future regular film 
features are planned and we 
know that every effort will be 
made to include new and exciting 
events.

The social committee has been 
ably led by M r David Forbes, 
who has attacked each project 
in his usual relaxed but efficient

C R IC K E T
After two seasons of evening 

matches the Old Blacks are 
beginning to organise a cricket 
team for the coming summer. 
The general standard of the 
cricket has improved, if  only 
slightly, but it has been a step 
in the right direction.

If  you are the member of a 
team and would like to  organise 
a game against the club or if you

lively social events
would like to join with other Old 
Blacks for a num ber o f evening 
games, please write to Alan 
Upton, c/o Old Blackburnian’s
A.F.C., Memorial Ground, Lam
mack Road, Blackburn. You are 
in no way committing yourself 
into playing each week.

FO O T B A L L
Since the last M a g is t e r , the 

club has continued to run four 
teams in the Lancashire Amateur 
League, N orthern Section. Al
though the first XI is again 
challenging for honours in Divi
sion 1, the other teams are main
taining an average position in the 
middle of their respective divi
sions.

The first XI has maintained a 
remarkable away record for 
many months only to lose points 
to poor opposition on its own 
ground. At the last report the 
team was placed third in the 
league behind Burnley Belvedere 
and Old Boltonians.

Anyone who has followed the 
team in recent years will apprec
iate that these clubs will take 
some catching. However, we can 
look forward to another success
ful conclusion to the season, 
having provided entertainment 
to our loyal band of supporters.

O LD B LA C K S’ SEVENS
Following the successes of the 

past three years, the club intends 
to hold its Seven-a-side football 
competition at the end of August 
again. At this stage no date can 
be given until league sanction

OLD BLACKBURN IA N S’ A SSOCIA TION  FO OTBALL CLUB

A PPLIC A TIO N  FOR FU LL/SO C IA L* M EM BERSH IP

Full name ........
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O ccupation...................................

Full members—years at School... Age (if under 21)..
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bum ians’ Association Football Club and if elected agree to  be 
bound by the rules o f the club at all times.

Signed................................................................................D ate.....................

P roposed....................................................................................

Seconded....................................................................................

N.B.—The proposer and seconder must be Full members of 
the club.

* Delete as appropriate.

and next season’s fixtures are 
received, but the usual arrange
ments will appertain.

Lancashire Amateur League 
clubs will be invited to compete 
for the Tommy Whewel Trophy 
and the winners will receive a 
plaque as a permanent memento 
of their success.

Look out for further details ! 
This is well worth a visit, and 
has now established itself as an 
outstanding event of the league 
calendar.

200 C LU B
We are now coming to the 

conclusion of our second 200 
club organised in association with 
Blackburn N orthern Cricket and 
Tennis Club. The big draw 
for the top prize was to take 
place at our clubhouse on 
Wednesday, March 11.

C LU B  D IN N ER
Early days yet, but the club 

dinner has provisionally been 
trranged for May 1, again in the 
dubhouse at Lammack. This

event has become an established 
part of the club calendar and is 
looked forward to by all the 
regulars.

A GM  1970
No date has yet been fixed, 

but the year ended on March 31. 
T he club trusts that the treasurer 
will “ cook the books” sufficiently 
quickly to show another financi
ally successful year very soon.

C LU B  FO R  H IR E
The Old Blackbumians’ AFC 

has in recent years spent more 
than £6,000 on its new, centrally- 
heated clubhouse. It consists of 
a large lounge with a bar and 
dance floor to accommodate 
about 120 people; a kitchen, with 
cooking facilities and serving 
hatch; a ladies’ powder room, a 
gentlemen’s toilet, a small lounge 
and cloakrooms.

These rooms are available for 
private hire for meetings, parties, 
dances, and other similar func
tions. Full details of terms can 
be obtained from the secretary 
at the clubhouse.

JOHN FORBES
for Men’s wear

Visit our man’s shop 

for all your clothing requirements

Ties

O L D  BO YS

Scarves - Cuff Links

ATH LET IC  H O U SE 

N orthgate— Lord Street, Blackburn.
Telephone 57501
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Dr Horrobin sees 
science as the 
totem of our age

T he latest book by Professor 
David Frederick Horrobin (1951
53), professor of medical physi
ology at Nairobi Medical School, 
was published in November. It 
is entitled “ Science is God.”

D r Horrobin left Queen Eliza
beth’s after only two years when 
his family moved to Surrey, and

D p H o rro b in

Golfers
wanted

The 1970 LOBAGS competi
tion will be held at Hillside, 
Southport, on May 27. Anyone 
who wishes to be considered for 
the Old Blackburnians’ team 
should notify Ken Forbes, “ Glen 
H eather” , 32 Montreal Road, 
Blackburn; te*. Blackburn 56793.

As reported in our last issue, 
the 1970 Old Blackburnians’ 
golf competition will be played 
at Blackburn Golf Club on the 
evening of June 4.

The competition is confined to 
old boys and past and present 
masters of Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School.

Players may start at the first, 
ninth, or fifteenth tecs. Com
petitors are to play off their 
lowest handicap, with a limit 
of 20. The entrance fee (includ
ing green fee) is 10s per person.

Sporting honour
M r George Kirby (1934-39), 

chairman of Blackburn Harriers, 
was presented with Blackburn 
Sports Council’s W( rden trophy 
in December as Blackburn’s 
outstanding sports personality 
of the year.

he completed his schooling at 
K ing’s College School, Wimble
don.

He went up to Balliol College, 
Oxford, in 1958 as Domus 
scholar in natural science, and he 
was Theodore Williams scholar 
in 1960. He won several univers
ity prizes and became president 
of his junior common room.

He graduated with first-class 
honours in animal physiology in 
1962—the top first in physiology 
of that year—and received his 
MA degree three years la te r .  He 
also led an Oxford University 
team to Nepal to study the blood 
groups of some of the Himalayan 
peoples.

He was elected a Fellow of 
Magdalen College in 1963 and 
gained his D .Phil. in 1965. He 
qualified BM, BCh in 1968 and 
was appointed to his present post 
in Nairobi in  the same year.

D r Horrobin is the author of 
three other books—“The Human 
Organism”, “The Communica
tion Systems of the Body” , and 
“ Medical Physiology and Bio
chemistry” .

T he theme of his latest book 
is that science now receives the 
same sort of respect that religion 
used to receive in the last century. 
Just as, a hundred years ago, 
men engaged in all sorts of 
schemes invoked God to justify 
themselves, so now in the same 
way men invoke science.

“ In fact,” D r Horrobin told 
M a g is t e r , “ science is a much 
more limited method of invest
igating the universe than most 
people imagine. It is only fully 
successful in very narrow fields, 
such as those of physics and 
chemistry.

“ It cannot be properly applied 
to such fields as education, 
sociology, history, or economics, 
and new OK phrases such as 
political or social science are 
thoroughly misleading in that 
they imply that these disciplines 
have a reliability which they 
cannot possess.”

The book discusses in some 
detail interactions between 
science and religion, science and 
education, and science and gov
ernment. It is published by the 
Medical and Technical Publish
ing Co., a company which Dr 
Horrobin himself formed with 
his brother, M r Peter J. H orro
bin, and an associate.

“Science is God” by D. F. 
Horrobin. Medical and Technical 
Publishing Co., Chiltern House, 
Oxford Road, Aylesbury, Bucks. 
Price 30i.

Senior post 
in animal 
research

D r Anthony John M udd 
(1951-57) has been appointed 
head of animal nutrition research 
and development at the Beecham 
Research Laboratories at Tad- 
worth, Surrey.

D r M udd went to Liverpool 
University and qualified as a 
veterinary surgeon in 1962. He 
spent six months in general 
practice and in 1963 joined the 
department of agricultural bio
chemistry at Newcastle upon 
Tyne University, where he 
carried out research for three 
years. He was awarded his PhD 
in 1966.

From 1966 to 1969 he was 
engaged on research at the 
Agricultural Research Council’s 
Institute for Research on Animal 
Diseases at Compton, Berkshire, 
and he moved to the Beecham 
laboratories at Tadworth in 
September last year to lead a 
team in basic research on animal 
health and nutrition. He was 
appointed to his senior post on 
January 1.

D r Mudd lives with his wife 
and baby daughter at 12 Hilltop 
Rise, Great Bookham, Surrey.

Mr Dewey 
is rector 

of Rufford
The Rev Haydn Greenwood 

Dewey is rector of Rufford, near 
Ormskirk. He is also chaplain 
to Rufford Hospital.

M r Dewey attended Queen 
Elizabeth’s from 1916 to 1923. 
He qualified as an associate of 
the London College of Divinity 
in  1935, and in the same year 
was ordained deacon and 
appointed curate of Holy Trinity 
Church, Darwen. He was 
ordained priest by the then 
Bishop of Blackburn, D r Percy 
Mark H erbert, at Blackburn 
Cathedral in 1936.

After four years in Darwen, 
M r Dewey moved to Morecambe 
in 1939 as curate of the parish 
church, and it was in Morecambe 
that he met and, in 1942, married 
Miss Rosa Morrant.

He was appointed to his first 
living in 1943 as vicar of St 
Thomas’s Church, Barrowford, 
and he stayed there for 17 years. 
He has been at Rufford since 
1960. M r and M rs Dewey are 
looking forward to retirement 

i  within the next 12 months.
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Old Blacks will 
soon have 
Fylde branch

A new branch of the Old Blackburnians’ Association will 
shortly be formed in the Blackpool area. A preliminary social 
evening is to be held at the Clifton Hotel, Talbot Road, on 
December 3.

The new branch is the result of more than six months’ 
hard work by Mr Kenneth Charnley (1927-34), who lives at

Mr Charnley has
Incident in 

Shanghai
THE DETENTION o f  two 

B ritish  cargo vessels in 
Shanghai earlier th is year 
resulted in the term ination  
o f a regular shipping ser
vice betw een B ritain  and 
China and brought an ex
pression o f  “grave concern” 
from  the B ritish  G overn
m ent.

An old boy o f  Queen E liza
beth’s G ram m ar School, 
C hief Officer John Brunskill, 
was on board one o f  the 
ships, the Anchises, and 
sailed  her to freedom  after  
the captain had been taken  
ashore and detained by the 
C hinese authorities.

Mr B runskill’s report ap
pears on page 9.

Many thanks
M a g is t e r  wishes to thank the 

Editor of the Lancashire Evening 
Telegraph for his kind permission 
to use Telegraph pictures in this 
issue.

Many people have given will
ing and generous help with this 
issue, and M a g is t e r  is grateful 
to all of them.

Bispham. 
been thinking for some time 
of forming a branch in the 
Fylde and has been trying to 
get in touch with all Old 
Blackburnians in the area.

About 30 Old Blackburnians 
are believed to live in and 
iround Blackpool, Lytham St 
Annes, and Poulton-le-Fylde. 
By telephone or personal visit 
M r Chamley has been able to 
get in touch with most of them, 
and all have expressed interest 
in the new Fylde branch.

M r Chamley has made 
arrangements for the meeting 
at the Clifton Hotel at 8.30 p.m. 
on December 3— a Thursday. 
Besides all the Old Blackbum
ians from the immediate area 
who are expected to  attend, a 
party of members from Black
burn is being organised.

All Old Blackbumians will be 
welcome. M r Chamley, who 
lives at 563 Devonshire Road, 
Bispham (tel. Blackpool 51252), 
will be happy to answer 
inquiries.

Cowburn

any

SENIOR FOR 
SCIENCE

M r Harry King (1923-30), 
senior chemistry master at Queen 
Elizabeth’s, was appointed senior 
science master at Easter in 
succession to D r Frank Tyler, 
who has retired.

M r Eric J. Kay (1937-43) h v  
been appointed senior physics 
master.

Four gain firsts 
at Oxford

Four Old Blacks have gained 
first-class honours degrees at 
Oxford. They are M r J. F. 
Buckley, M r A. R. Churchill, 
M r I. J. Ibbotson, and M r P. J. 
Mitchell.

Top post in 
the Leek 

and 
Westbourne
M r Norman Cowbum was 

appointed chief general manager 
of the Leek and W estboume 
Building Society on July 31. 
He was previously general man
ager of the society.

M r Cowbum attended Queen
F.lizabeth’s Grammar School 
from 1931 to 1936 and joined 
the Burnley Building Society at 
the Blackburn office on leaving 
School.

From July, 1940, to February,
1946, he served in the Royal 
Navy. On being demobilised he 
returned to the Burnley Building 
Society.

In November, 1954, he joined 
the Leek and Moorlands (later 
Leek and Westboume) Building 
Society as personal assistant to 
th r general manager. He became 
joint secretary in the spring of 
1964 and was prim oted general 
manager on January 1, 1966.

M r Cowbuin is a fellow of the 
Chartered Institute of Secretaries 
and of the Building Societies 
Institute.

In his spare time he plays golf. 
He is married, with two sons 
and a daughter, and lives at 
Greywoods, Birchall, Leek, 
Staffordshire.

D egree list, page 11

Liberal president
M r E. C. Marsden (1921-31) 

was re-elected president of Black- 
bum  Liberal Association in June.

New tables for Big School

Annual dinner
The annual dinner of the Old 

Blackbumians’ Association will 
be held in Big School on Dec
ember 19. The chief guest will 
be His Honour Judge P. Ingress 
Bell.

Traditional wooden refectory 
tables and benches are to  be 
provided at Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School to replace the 
light trestles and forms at present 
used for school dinners. The 
new furniture will all be made at 
the School and a committee of 
staff wives, led by Mrs Betty 
Coulson, is trying to raise £1,200 

I to pay for it.

M rs Coulson said : “ We felt 
that as Big School is now u^ed 
almost exclusively for meals 
efforts should be made to restore 
it to its proper dignity.”

T he committee is planning to 
hold a Christmas fair at School on 
Friday, November 20. It will be 
opened by Mrs W. Hare, wife of 
the chairman of governors.

M rs Coolson said : “ We hope 
to have the stalls groaning with

Christmas gifts, sweets and cakes, 
books and records, cosmetics, 
and so on. Bottles are wanted 
too. We hope that everyone who 
has afTectiun for the School will 
support us by giving something 
to sell at the fair—and by coming 
if they can.”

There will be competitions of 
various kinds and light refresh
ments will be served. The tair 
will open at 7 p.m. Admission Is.
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Obituary PERCY NORTHAM

ARTHUR CLAYDON
M r W. A. Claydon, senior 

English master at Qi_een Eliza
beth’s Grammar School from
1931 to 1936, died in April.

The Times said : M r William 
Arthur Claydon, C.B.E., who 
was Headmaster of Maidstone 
Grammar School from 1941 to
1966, died in Cheltenham on 
April 8, at the age of 64.

He was bom  in W eston-super- 
Mare and .ducated at the Clar
ence School, Weston, and Balliol. 
After a successful career at 
Oxford he was appointed Senior 
English M aster at the King’s 
School, Chester, at the age of 21, 
and subsequently to a similar 
post at Queen Elizabeth’s Gram
mar School, Blackburn. In
1936 he became headmaster of 
Borden Grammar School, Kent, 
and in 1941 was appointed to 
Maidstone.

Claydon was an educationist of 
enormous intellectual drive and 
integrity who passionately be
lieved that the grammar schools 
had a long tradition of past 
service to the nation and im port
ant contributions to make to the 
country’s future development.

Quickly realizing the oppor
tunities offered by the 1944 Act 
he directed his energies to the 
task of providing a first-class 
education for intelligent boys 
from all social backgrounds who 
were prepared to work, and in so 
doing he created a grammar 
school of great distinction: he 
gathered round him n able and 
devoted staff, expanded his sixth 
form, sent 'a rg ; ind  increasing 
numbers of boys to university, 
many to Oxford and Cambridge

with Awards, and at the same 
time encouraged all manner of 
cultural activities, particularly 
music, in the development of 
which on such a scale he was 
something of a pioneer.

W hether as a member of the 
Headmasters' Conference, coun
cillor of the Headmasters’ Associ
ation or member of the Kent 
education committee he cam
paigned unremittingly for high 
standards and fought for the 
extension of educational oppor
tunity.

He was a man of the Left, a 
rigorous intellectual who attacked 
privilege and cant with caustic 
wit and vigorous argum ent; as an 
advocate of the grammar schools 
he was deeply respected in 
educational circles. His merits 
and service were recognised in 
the New Year’s Honours List 
in 1956.

He wore himself to the bone 
in the public interest, always 
struggling against ill-health and 
his own natural diffidence. His 
attention to detail was meticul
ous; he disciplined himself and 
expected equally high standards 
from others; his logic was 
devastating, his moral authority 
invincible.

Few people really knew him, 
other than his wife Ruth, whom 
he married in 1936; in all things 
he was a stylist and the purity of 
his style, whether in prose or at 
parties, tended to conceal the 
warmth and depth of his feelings 
and the essential gentleness of 
his nature.—Reproduced from  
T he Times <>y permission.

ALLAN CLAYTON
M r Allan Clayton, who taught 

at Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar 
School from 1929 to 1932 and 
was later the first headmaster of 
East Barnet Grammar School, 
Hertfordshire, died at the High
lands Hospital, Winchmore Hill, 
on January 26, 1970. He was 68.

M r Clayton was bom  at Poyn- 
ton, Cheshire, it. ' educated at 
King Edward VI Grammar 
School, Macclesfield, and M an
chester University. He held an 
MA degree of the universities of 
M anchester and Sheffield a BSc 
degree with first-class honours 
in economics of London Univer
sity, and the degree of Licencie- 
is-L ettres of Lille, as well as 
other diplomas in Spanish and 
Italian.

He was headmaster of East 
Barnet Grammar School for 23 
yrar;, frcm 1937 to  1960. H<?was

M r P. C. Northam, who ’aught 
at Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar 
School lor 26 years, died peace
fully on June 30, 1970, aged 94.

M r Harry King writes : Percy 
Cuthbert Northam — affection
ately known as “ Percy ”—joined 
the staff of Queen Elizabeth’s in 
1909 and retired in 1935.

As form master of 3A, in the 
room at the top of the stone 
staircase adjacent to the staff 
common room, he dominated the 
Lower School and laid a solid 
foundation to a scholastic career 
and provided an insight into the 
true meaning of education.

His approach is perhaps best 
summed up in the words “  M an
ners maketh man.” He incul
cated high standards of work, 
conduct, and personal appearance 
in all who came into contact 
with him.

One recalls in that term  room 
the washbasin, soap, and towel, 
made full use of by Percy; the 
drawer which concealed that 
well-known, and not infrequently 
used, piece of teak; the character
istic purple ink and the unusual 
method of holding his fountain

f>en—a pen which intrigued at 
east one member of that form 

because the nib appeared and

disappeared by a deft turn of the 
barrel; the bow tie, coloured 
waistcoat, the flower in the 
buttonhole; the memorising of 
literary passages, including the 
one which lingers yet in the 
mind of many of us: Rudyard 
Kipling’s “ I f ” ; his firm but 
kind discipline; and his well- 
thum bed and carefully docu
mented North and Hillard Latin 
prose book.

When they left Blackburn 
M r and M rs Northam went to 
live at Sidford, near Sidmouth, 
Devon, where he always wel
comed the many Old Black
bumians who called on him over 
the years, and his memory of 
faces, names, and events re
mained unimpaired.

Eventually they found the 
garden too much to manage 
and moved into a private hotel 
in Sidmouth. Very soon after
wards, in December, 1968, Mrs 
Northam died, at the age of 87. 
They had been married for 
59 years.

In a recent letter a niece of 
M r Northam said that he had 
a wonderful life and was active 
until the last few weeks, but 
after the death of his wife life 
was never ’he same for him. 
We salute his memory.

ROWELL BLENKINS0P

a first-class educationist, main
taining a high academic standard 
in school, yet never at the risk of 
sacrificing the wider aims of 
education. The moulding of 
pupils’ characters and person
alities was as important to him as 
impressive examination results 
at the end of term.

It was through his initiative 
that the East Barnet Old Gram
marians’ Association was laun
ched more chan 20 years ago. 
He fully supported the associa
tion’s activities and gave it great 
encouragement.

M r Clayton, who lived at 
8 Leys Gardens, Cockfosters, 
leaves a widow, Mrs Frances 
Clayton, and a son and two 
daughters.

Adapted by permission from the 
East Barnet Old Grammarians’ 
Newsletter.

M r J. R. Blenkinsop, who 
taught at Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School from 1936 to 
1942 and was headmaster of 
Rutlish School, M erton, Surrey, 
for more than 27 years, died in 
St Helier Hospital, Carshalton, 
on March 9, 1970. He was 63.

John Rowell Blenkinsop was 
bom  at Gateshead, County D ur
ham, on January 7. 1907. He was 
educated at the Royal Grammar 
School, Newcastle upon Tyne, 
where he becam? head boy, and 
St John’s Coliege, Cambridge. 
He gained his BA degree in 1929 
and his MA in 1938.

He married and returned to 
the Royal Grammar School at 
Newcastle as junior English 
master. Four years later he 
came to Queen Elizabeth’s; he 
was appointed to the staff the 
day after ni elder child was 
bom , and the happiest time of 
his married life was spent in 
Blackburn.

He was appointed headmaster 
of Rutlish School in 1942. The 
school was in a very bad state, 
grossly overcrowded with shabby, 
inadequate buildings. It had 
already been bombed and was to 
receive a much more severe 
direct hit in 1944.

The rest of M r Blenkinsop’s 
working life was spent on re
adjusting; they were years of 
sheer frustration and endless 
administrative problems which

wore him out mentally and 
physically. The school was taken 
over by the Greater London 
Council, local councillors grad
ually replaced the old board of 
governors, and finally, this year, 
the school became fully com
prehensive.

He was always keenly in
terested in the United Nations 
Association and was iistrict 
chairman for a while. He was 
also for some time chairman of 
the South London Workers’ 
Educational Association, and 
since the war he had served on 
committees of the new redbrick 
universities—work which he had 
hoped to continue after his re
tirement.

M r Blenkinsop leaves a widow, 
Mrs Maureen Blenkinsop, who 
now lives in the Isle of Wight ; 
a son, Paddy, who is a lecturer 
at Toronto University ; and a 
married daughter, Catherine, 
who lives in West Germany. 
He is also survived by a brother, 
M r Arthur Blenkinsop, who is 
MP for South Shields.

M r L. D. Collier tvrites :
Rowell Blenkinsop was ap

pointed in 1936 by M r Arthur 
Holden, to succeed as senior 
English master M r Arthur Clay
don, who had been appointed to 
a headmastership in Kent during 
that year.

Turn to page 6
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HAROLD SLATER Sixth-former drowns
M r Harold Slater, formerly 

manager of Barclays Bank, Has- 
lingden, died suddenly on June 5, 
1970, aged 60. He had been 
visiting his m other’s grave at 
Mellor, and collapsed on his wiy 
home.

M r Slater was bom  in Black
burn on December «, 1910, 
and attended Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School from 1921 to
1926. In later years he often 
spoke of Queen Elizabeth’s and 
his time there; he was proud of 
the School and its place in 
education.

He joined the Lancashire and 
Yorkshire Bank at Blackburn in 
August, 1926, and later served at 
branches in Great Harwood, 
London, Old Trafford in M an
chester, Bury, Ramsbottom, and 
Accrington. He moved to Has- 
lingden in September, 1965, as 
manager of Martins Bank (later 
Barclays), and he retired in 
February this year after 43 years’ 
service.

He was a most accomplished 
and dedicated Church musician 
and yet possessed a deep under
standing of all kinds of music. 
He gave almost lifelong service 
to the Church, starring as a boy 
chorister at Ripon Cathedral, 
where he attended the choir 
school. He became assistant 
organist at St Silas’ Church, 
Blackburn, under M r F. W. 
Andrews, while still at Queen 
Elizabeth's, and gained his licen- 
ciate of T rinity  College, London.

He later served as organist at 
Christ Church, Blackburn, St 
Philip’s Church, Blackburn, and 
St Augustine’s Church, Huncoat, 
before becoming organist and 
choirmaster at Haslingden Parish 
Church, where he remained for
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26 years, a popular and respected 
member of the ccmmunity, up to 
the time of his death.

He was Accrington deanery 
representative for the Royal 
School of Church Music and was 
appointed treasurer of the Black
burn Diocesan Church Choir 
Association only shortly before 
his death.

He was treasurer of the Has
lingden committee of the British 
Empire Cancer Campaign until 
his retirement from banking, and 
he was a member of the music 
committee of Accrington Arts 
Club. He was also a member of 
Accrington Clef Club.

M r Slater was unmarried and 
lived at Red Screes, Whinney 
Hill Road, Aliham. He leaves a 
brother, M r Cecil Ward Slater, 
of Harrogate, who is also an Old 
Blackburnian (1920-24) and two 
sisters, Miss Evelyn Slater and 
Mrs Doris Abbot, both of whom 
live at Morecambe.

A funeral service at Haslinden 
Parish Church on June 10 was 
followed by cremation at Act 
rington.

EDGAR DUCKWORTH
M r Charles Edgar Duckworth, 

formerly a second officer with 
the M idland Bank, died at his 
home in Great Harwood on 
January 7, 1970, aged 72.

M r Duckworth was born in 
Blackburn on September 28, 
1897, and attended Queen Eliza
beth's Grammar School from 
1911 to 1914.

He joined the M idland Bank 
as a clerk at the Blackburn 
branch on January 1. 1915, nd 
worked there until November, 
1916, when he joined the Army 
for service in the First World 
War. He served in France as 
an infantryman with the East 
Lancashire Regiment and was 
wounded twice.

He returned to the Midland 
Bank in Blackburn in April, 1919, 
and continued to work there 
until September, 1931, when he 
was transferred to  the Haslingden 
branch as second officer. There 
he remained until his retirement

trying to save 
master and pupil

on September 30, 1957.
M r Duckworth was a member 

of the congregation at Christ 
Church, Accrington, for 29 years 
and before moving to Great 
Harwood he held many offices at 
the church, including those of 
churchwarden, treasurer, and a 
manager of St M ary’s School.

In  his younger days he was a 
keen cricketer and footballer. 
For many years he played for 
St Silas’, Blackburn, and was 
at one time team captain. He 
also played for Queen Elizabeth’s.

In his later year- he became a 
keen gardener. D uring the 
Second World War he served 
with the Home Guard.

M r Duckworth lived at 61 
Sawley Drive, Great Harwood, 
and leaves a widow, Mrs Florence 
Duckworth, and two sons. A 
funeral service at Christ Church, 
Accrington, on January 12 was 
followed by cremation at Pleas
ington.

A seniorfpupil of Queen Eliza
beth’s Grammar School, Frank 
George Deacon Elliott, aged 17, 
died tragically in the Lake 
District on June 24 while trying 
to rescue a master and another 
pupil from the swollen river 
Brathay, near Ambleside.

He was the only son of M r and 
M rs F. S. D. Elliott, of Penwor- 
tham. He was a pleasant, likeable 
boy with a wide range of interests 
and a keen sense of service to the 
community, and had just com
pleted his Advanced-level GCE 
examinations. He was hoping to 
go to university. To his parents 
we extend our deepest sympathy 
in their bereavement.

In  acting as he did, with total 
disregard for his own safety, 
George Elliott displayed the 
utmost gallantry and unselfish
ness. His bravery will long be 
remembered.

As he waded into the water 
George was swept off his feet 
and carried over Skelwith Force, 
a high, rocky waterfall. His 
body was recovered from a pool 
150 yards downstream on the 
following day. The master, Mi 
Fred R»hy, was also swept over 
the waterfall, but survived. The 
other pupil, Stephen Atherton, 
struggled to the bank.

Three masters and 12 senior 
boys from Queen Elizabeth’s 
were spending a week camping 
in the Langdale valley after the 
A-level examinations.

On June 24 M r Raby, senior 
physical education master, and a 
party of five boys embarked in 
three canoes on Elterwater. They 
paddled across the lake and 
entered the river Brathay, which 
on that day as it happened had 
been swollen by heavy rain.

As the party rounded a bend 
in the river M r Raby, who was

accompanied by Stephen Ather
ton in the leading canoe, saw 
water bubbling over shallows 
ahead. He immediately ordered 
the other two canoes to turn 
back and made efforts to direct 
his own canoe to the bank, but 
without success.

He realised that there was a 
weir ahead and gave the order to 
abandon the canoe, thinking that 
he and Stephen would be able 
to touch the nver bed, but the 
water was too deep.

At risk to his own life M r Raby 
held on to Stephen and helped to 
support him in the water. Help
less in the powerful current, they 
were both swept over the weir, 
about 10 yards above the water
fall, but managed to struggle 
back to it and hold on.

The other boys in the party 
had reached safety and run 
along the bank to the weir. 
George Elliott, a strong swim
mer, stripped to his trunks and 
plunged into the water in an 
effort to reach M r Raby and 
Stephen. M r Raby shouted to 
him to go back, but he came on. 
Seconds later, he was swept away.

The other boys threw a rope 
to M r Raby and Stephen, but 
M r Raby was carried over the 
waterfall and lost consciousness. 
When he came to his senses he 
was in the water further down
stream.

At an inquest at Kendal on 
July 1 a verdict o f misadventure 
was recorded.

The sixth-form course at 
Queen Elizabeth’s has been 
running every summer since 
1956 and is an accepted feature of 
School life. The camping exped
itions which form part of the 
course are well organised and are 
very popular with the boys who 
take part.

We also regret to rccord the deaths o f :

John Johnson, laboratory steward 
since 1955, on Octobcr 1, aged 63.

Frederick Pickup Holden (1924-32) 
on October 3, aged 57.
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D r James Harkness M argeri- 

son, consultant in clinical neuro
physiology to St Bartholomew’s 
Hospital, London, and Runwell 
Hospital, Essex, died suddenly 
in Blackpool on August 4, 1970, 
aged 48. He was a pupil at Queen 
Elizabeth's Grammar School 
from 1933 to 1940.

The Lancet said: After leaving 
school he studied law at the 
University of Manchester for 
18 months before volunteering 
for the RAF in 1940. He served 
as a pilot, first in the RAF and 
later in the Fleet Air Arm, and 
after demobilisation he studied 
medicine at St Andrews Univers
ity, graduating MB in 1952.

After a house appointment at 
Dundee Royal Infirmary, he 
spent three years working in the 
department of psychiatry at 
Dundee. He spent 1956-59 as a 
Peel T rust research fellow at 
Runwcll Hospital, doing both 
clinical and electroencephalo- 
graphic work, and during this 
time became especially interested 
in the problems of patients with 
epilepsy.

He then went to the Institute 
of Psychiatry at the Maudsley 
Hospital, London, as a lecturer 
in die department of clinical 
neurophysiology, and in Decem
ber, 1962, he was appointed con
sultant in clinical neurophysi
ology at the W hittington Hospital, 
where he built up an active 
department. He was appointed 
to St Bartholomew’s in October,
1964.

He is survived by his wife, a 
son, and a daughter.

JAMES MARGERISON

M r Philip Carr, a partner <n a 
Bradford firm of solicitors, died 
at the Duke of York Nursing 
Home, Bradford, on May 16,
1970. He was 57.

He was essentially a specialist 
in company law, and he was 
at his best when dealing with 
some difficult company problem. 
Nothing was too much trouble 
when he was trying to solve a 
problem, and he was completely 
tireless in his work.

He won respect by his integrity 
and his professional brilliance, 
and he was well liked for his 
kindness, his consideration for 
others, and his sense of humour.

John Philip Marshall Carr was 
bom  in London; his father was 
at that time a tutor at St John’s 
training college, and the family 
moved nonh  when his father was 
appointed director of education 
for Blackburn. Philip was one 
of the last boys to go through the 
High School preparatory depart
ment at Crosshill and he attended 
Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar 
School from 1921 to 1930.

He read law at Manchester 
University and gained an honours 
degree in 1933. He was then 
articled to  Sir John Taylor, of 
John Taylor and Co., solicitors, 
of Blackburn, qualified in 1936,

J.W .A .T., to whom we are 
grateful for this biography, 
w rites:

“ D uring his time at Barts, 
with the generous support of the 
governors of the hospital, Dr 
Margerison developed and organ
ised a large and superbly equip
ped department, which was offici
ally opened in 1969. He made a 
considerable impact at the hos
pital in other ways also, where 
his plain speaking and individual 
approach to problems were a 
notable feature at committees 
which he attended.

“ He wrote a considerable 
number of papers, some on 
electroencephalographic studies, 
especially on frequency analysis 
of electroencephalographic re
cordings, and others on various 
aspects of epilepsy, a subject in 
which he was intensely interested. 
T he most im ponant of these was 
probably his paper with Dr 
Corsellis on epilepsy and the 
temporal lobes, published in 1966.

“  He gave valuable service to 
the British Epilepsy Association 
on its medical advisory and re
search committees. He was also 
interested in the subject of sports 
medicine, especially in relation
ship to swimming, and it was 
while he was attending the 
Amateur Swimming Associa
tion’s meeting at Blackpool that 
his sudden death occurred.

PHILIP CARR
and eventually became a junior 
partner in the firm.

D uring the Second World War 
he became a major in the Royal 
Artillery and saw active service 
in Egypt and N orth Africa. In 
1944 he contracted poliomyelitis 
and in consequence ceased active 
service and became a stafT 
officer. He subsequently over
came all the handicaps of his 
illness.

Demobilised in 1946, he re
turned to John Taylor and Co. 
He joined Ralph C. Yablon, 
Temple-M ilnes, and Carr, solici
tors, of Bradford, in 1954 as a 
partner on the company law and 
conveyancing side.

In his spare time he was an 
active member of Harmony 
Lodge of Freemasons in Brad
ford, and he was worshipful 
master in 1967-68. He devoted

“ It is a very considerable loss 
to Barts, to  clinical neurophys
iology, and to research on 
epilepsy that D r Margerison 
should have died so shortly after 
the development of his depart
m ent, as he had so many ideas 
on the work which he had 
planned to carry out in it.”

G.P. adds :
“ James Margerison was sec

onded from the department of

f>sychiatry in Dundee in 1954 to 
earn electroencephalography in 

London. His somewhat forceful, 
but friendly, personality, and his 
outstanding ability to learn 
quickly, soon made him a co
worker and a friend, rather than 
a pupil.

“ He was popular with the 
staff in all the hospitals in which 
he worked and won the respect 
o f colleagues, not only for his 
capacity for hard work in his 
speciality, but also on account 
of his outstanding abilities as a 
committee man. He knew all the 
rules of the game and his speech 
was precise, even if sometimes 
prolix.

“  He was able to stir the pride 
o f senior colleagues in various 
fields, particularly at committee 
level, without leaving scars. 
When he was chairman at meet
ings his manner was that of a 
schoolmaster, but always with a 
touch of kindness.

a great deal of his time to the 
work of the lodge, and was held 
in high regard by his fellow- 
masons.

He was also a member of the 
Bradford 41 Club. He was 
social secretary in 1969-70 and 
was electcd vice-chairman shortly 
before his death.

He liked dogs, especially Aire
dales, and was a great fell walker, 
especially in the Lake District. 
He was keen on photography, 
fond of music, and widely read.

M r Carr, who lived at 4 
Leylands Grove, Heaton, Brad
ford, leaves a widow, Mrs 
Marjorie Carr, and a daughter, 
Janet, who is in her final year 
at Manchester University.

A funeral service at St Barn
abas’ Church, Heaton, on May 
21 was followed by cremation.

WILLIAM BOOTH
M r William Booth, who 

attended Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School from 1922 to 
1928, died in Blackburn Infirm
ary on February 27, 1970, after 
an illness of several months. 
He was 57.

M r Booth had a radio and

television business in New Bank 
Road and had been a member of 
Blackburn Chamber of Trade 
for 14 years.

He leaves a widow, Mrs May 
Booth, and a married daughter. 
A funeral service at St Silas' 
Church on March 4 was followed 
by cremation at Plcasington.

“ He was persuasive, but 
usually for a f r i  causr and for 
good reasons. Even his oppon
ents, though perhaps at first 
irritated, would recognise the 
value of the ideas he was pro
pounding.

“ His outspoken criticism of 
the study of epilepsy in the 
U nited Kingdom was resented 
by some neurologists and psychi
atrists, but he soon made them 
realise that newer methods of 
approach to patients with seizures 
should be established—at least 
in some referral centres.

“  He excelled as an organiser, 
as shown by the department of 
clinical neurophysiology at Barts 
(officially open in 1969), which 
is by far the largest and best 
equipped of its kind in the 
British Isles. He helped to raise 
money for the British Epilepsy 
Association and their Research 
Fund. Even the Pill interested 
him ; and he described a parti
cular modification in the analysed 
electroencephalography, prob
ably planning to mobilise further 
interest in clinical neurophysi
ology.

“ An ex-lawyer, ex-RAF bom
ber pilot, and ex-boxer, he was 
interested in sport and was 
particularly delighted with his 
daughter’s prowess at swimming.

“ In spite o f his untiring 
activity in so many fields and on 
so many committees, Jimmy was 
deeply devoted to his wife and 
his two children. He will be 
sadly missed, not only by his 
family and his hospitals, but also 
by all his friends, many of whom 
cannot really believe he is dead.”

P.W.D. has sent the following 
tribute :

“  Jim, it has been said, was an 
unusual and forceful personality. 
This was undoubtedly true, 
and in committee he could 
be not only forceful but aggres
sive in a way which, although 
sometimes arousing resentment, 
always provoked thought and 
usually agreement.

“  I knew him well during his 
time at Barts, and I came to 
value him, not only for his 
knowledge of his own speciality, 
but as a sound colleague and 
friend to whom one could turn 
for help in times of trouble, 
knowing that his view would be 
given with care after a weighing 
of the evidence, and that the 
opinion which one received 
would be of the greatest value.

“ Paradoxically enough, be
neath the somewhat abrupt 
exterior, which he most carefully 
cultivated, there remained one of 
the most kind and gentle men I 
have ever known. His concern 
for the deprived, whether by race, 
religion, or disease, was keen, 
and he will leave a gap which 
for most of us can never be filled. 
He was, by any standards, a 
grtat man, whose passing we 
salute.”

Reproduced from the Lancet by 
kind permission o f the Editor.
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M r John Allsup, technical 
sales director of Scapa Dryers 
L td ., died at O ur Lady of Com
passion Nursing Home, Black- 
bum , on March 30, 1970, after a 
short illness. He was 57.

M r Allsup, who attended 
Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar 
School from 1924 to 1929, spent 
all his working life with Scapa 
Dryers Ltd. He was a man held 
in high regard both in his pro
fessional career and in his social 
life.

His death camc only a few 
days after he had returned from 
Finland, where he had been 
addressing a technical symposium 
of the leading technicians and 
engineers from the Finnish paper 
industry; before that he had 
been working on a major contract 
for felts for the Soviet paper 
industry. These activities typify 
his professional career: always 
informed, always eager to be 
involved in technical progress in 
the paper industry, and always 
hard at work either in Blackburn 
or, very frequently, with clients 
overseas.

For Jack Allsup his work was 
of primary importance in his life, 
and during his career with Scapa 
he had built up such great 
knowledge and experience of the

JOHN ALLSUP

technolog)’ and application of 
technical felts for the paper and 
board industries that he was 
recognised throughout the world 
as an authority in this field.

His knowledge and advice 
were respected by both paper 
machinery manufacturers and 
engineers. His opinions were 
often called for when considering 
the design of new paper mach
ines and the development of new 
ideas involving the use of felts in 
paper and board manufacture.

He travelled widely for Scapa 
and visited most of the places in 
the world where paper is made. 
He knew the industry particularly 
well in the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe, Scandinavia,

Italy, and N orth A m ericans well 
as in the United Kingdom.

He travelled in Australia, 
Africa, and South Amcrica; 
wherever he went his visits 
stimulated technical talk and 
argument. He was an outstand
ing salesman, and orders for his 
company followed his travels 
wherever he went.

M r Allsup joined Scapa Dryers 
Ltd. in 1931, when he was 18. 
In those days the company was 
small—it had been established 
only four years earlier—and he 
joined the office staff of four as 
the office junior.

D uring the next eight years he 
learned all aspects of commercial 
work for the growing home trade 
and export business, and by 1939 
he was responsible for all com
mercial and shipping office pro
cedures and documentation.

In 1945 he was sent to  Kent for 
several months’ training at the 
largest p iper mill in Europe, and 
he was subsequently appointed a 
technical sales representative for 
Scapa. In 1955 he was appointed 
commercial manager, with both 
commercial and sales respons
ibilities, and in 1956 he became a

director of the company. He was 
appointed technical sales director 
shortly afterwards.

In his younger days he was a 
keen footballer with the Scapa 
team, winning an Infirmary Cup 
medal in 1938. He was club 
secretary in the following year. 
After giving up football as a 
player he took up golf as a 
member of Pleasington golf club, 
but he always remained a keen 
football supporter through his 
membership of Blackburn Rovers. 
He also had musical talent, and 
although latterly he played very 
infrequently his abilities as a 
pianist were considerable. __

As a Freemason M r Allsup 
was a member of The Crusaders 
Lodge No. 5938, which he 
joined in February, 1949. He 
was appointed organist in Nov
ember of the same year and held 
that office until September, 1958.

M r Allsup, who lived at 
Newlyn, 305 Preston Old Road, 
FenisclifTe, Blackburn, leaves a 
widow, Mrs M ary Allsup, and a 
son, M r Geoffrey Allsup, who 
followed his father into the 
service of Scapa Dryers Ltd. and 
is now manager of the wet felt 
design office.

A funeral service at Pleasing
ton Priory on April 3 was 
followed by burial at Pleasington.

D r J. Aspin, consultant chest 
physician to the Wolverhampton 
Group of Hospitals until ill- 
health forced his retirement in 
September 1969, died on 7 
March at the age of 55.

John Aspin was bom  in 
Blackburn on 14 November 1914. 
He was educated at Blackburn 
Grammar School and obtained 
a State Scholarship to Caius 
College, Cambridge. He com
pleted his medical studies at the 
Middlesex Hospital, graduating 
M.B., B.Chir. in 1939.

As a student he was an enthus
iastic rock climber, and shortly 
after graduating sustained a fall 
while climbing on Scafell. While 
recuperating from his injuries he 
took a post in a tuberculosis 
sanatorium in Cheshire. This 
was terminated when the sana
torium was demolished by a 
land-mine, and he joined the 
Tuberculosis Service in Lanca
shire.

After this he served in the 
R.A.M.C. during the second 
world war mainly in N orth  India, 
where he was responsible for 
setting up a mass radiographic 
survey among the Gurkhas. 
This led to his acquiring the 
M .D. and the D .M .R .D . after 
his demobilization.

He spent a period at the Leeds 
Chest Clinic, and then went to 
Wolverhampton as consultant 
chest physician, where he re
mained until he regretfully had 
to  retire last year owing to 
ill-health.

He wrote prolifically and con
tributed to  many journals, in-
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eluding the Transactions of the 
Cavt Research Group of Great 
Britain, in which he had an 
article on benign pulmonary 
histoplasmosis. He was a joint 
winner of a British Tuberculosis 
Award for his work on an 
epidemic of tuberculosis in a 
Staffordshire school.

Jack, as he was generally 
known, though keen on the 
research side of his work, had 
many other interests. Before 
coming to  Wolverhampton, he 
had been a member of the 
northern Pennine Pot-Holing 
Club, which played a prominent 
part in new exploration in Lanca
shire, and he retained a keen 
interest in these activities.

He was a co-founder of the 
“ Only Downhill Group ”  which 
met each year at the Old D un
geon Ghyll to celebrate the 
Vernal Equinox; and those of us 
who were privileged to accom
pany Jack there will always 
remember them as very happy 
occasions. Jack would delight in 
a strenuous day on the hills and 
in presiding over the subsequent 
dinner in the evening where a 
group from all over Britain 
would be gathered under his 
chairmanship. On these occasion 
he would delight in taking some 
of us by car along routes clearly 
marked as unfit for motor

ASPIN

vehicles, but which never seemed 
to pose any difficulties for him.

Jack was a gentle and sensitive 
man who had a great appreciation 
of nature around him and he had 
a wide knowledge of ornithology 
and botany. He was an expert 
photographer and it was always 
a pleasure to see the slides he 
took back from his camping 
visits to many of the less fre
quented parts o f the continent.

He will be greatly missed by 
all who knew him. He is 
survived by his wife and three 
daughters. G.o.c.

The above obituary is repro
duced from the British Medical 
Journal, 28 March, 1970, vol. 
1 :824, by kind permission o f the 
author and of the Editor, British 
Medical Journal.

D r Aspin attended Queen 
E liz a b e th ’s G ram m ar School 
from 1926 to  1933. Among his 
qualifications he was also an 
M RCS and an LRCP, and he 
gained his Diploma in Medical 
Radio-Diagnosis in 1946. He was 
also a Fellow of the Royal Society 
of Medicine and a member o f the 
British Tuberculosis Association.

Dr Frank Ridehalgh (1919-26), 
senior chest physician to the 
United Oxford Hospitals, who 
knew Dr Aspin in Leeds, writes: 
He joined me in Leeds about
1947, first as director of my mass

radiography unit and later as 
my clinical deputy.

He had a remarkable flair for 
the graphic presentation of data. 
His Gurkha X ray survey was 
brilliant, and he produced from 
it a remarkable epidemiological 
map of tuberculosis in Nepal, 
although all the work was done 
in India because Nepal was a 
closed country.

The epidemic of tuberculosis 
in a Staffordshire school was a 
near-disaster which he not only 
handled with great skill as the 
responsible doctor but wrote up 
in a way which made it a model 
o f epidemiological writing. His 
wife’s statistical skill undoubtedly 
helped.

Caving was his great hobby. 
This odd disease called benign 
pulmonary histoplasmosis is 
caused by an infection carried to 
cavers by exposure to bat drop
pings, and he did an epidem
iological survey of sensitisation 
to  the organism in cavers all over 
the U nited Kingdom.

I went underground with him 
twice, in the newly discovered 
Lancaster Pot near Kirkby Lons
dale. I declined a third invitation 
when I realised that caving itself 
was a disease of addiction and 
opted for the mountain tops. 
The remarkable thing was to  see 
this rather shy and diffident chap 
suddenly become a quite out
standing leader the minute he 
got below ground.

He did the School great credit, 
he was a man of parts, and I am 
very sad at the manner o f his 
passing.
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ALBERT MONK HAROLD COOK
M r Albert Andcrton Monk, 

who was a chemist in Blackburn 
for more than 34 years, died 
suddenly at his hom t at Brindle 
on May 2, 1970, aged 62.

M r Monk was born in Black- 
bum  on June 4, 1907. He went 
to St Silas' primary school 
and attended Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School from 1918 to 
1922. He served his apprentice
ship with M r Aspinall, chemist, 
of Preston New Road, studying 
at Blackburn Technical College, 
and in 1929 he went to M an
chester University, where he 
qualified M PS in 1931.

For three years he worked in 
Wigan as manager of Fisher and 
Fisher, chemists, of Standish- 
gate. During this time h t studied 
optics and qualified in June, 
1934, gaining the diploma of the 
Worshipful Company of Spect
acle Makers.

In  August, 1934, he returned 
to Blackburn as partner in a 
pharmacy at 98 Audley Range. 
He later became proprietor of the 
business, and he retired because 
of ill health in February, 1969.

He was interested in astron
omy and classical music, and he 
was a keen tennis player; for 
17 years he was treasurer of 
Queen’s tennis club. During the 
Second World War he served on

the voluntary staff of the first aid 
post in Audley Range.

M r Monk lived at 3 Smithy 
Close, Brindle. He leaves a 
widow,M rs Winefride A. M onk; 
a son, M r John Michael Monk, 
who is a dental surgeon in Black
burn ; and a daughter, Mrs 
Winefride M. Kay, who is head 
of the remedial department at St 
Augustine's School, Chorley. He 
is also survived by h i. brother, 
M r Richard Andcrton Monk, 
who is also an Old Blackburnian 
(1919-23).

ROWELL BLENKINSOP
From page 2

In  the six years of Blenkinsop’s 
work at Queen Elizabeth’s Gram
mar School he showed the wide 
range of his powers, both as an 
inspiring schoolmaster and leader 
of his department, and as a man 
of the highest principles, great 
quiet determination, and deep 
kindliness, which made him very 
much liked by those with and for 
whom he was working.

His colleagues found him most 
pleasant and helpful to deal w ith; 
he was always ready to see the 
other man’s point of view, ind he 
was invariably ready to have 
thoughtful and fruitful discus
sions in the staff-room about 
teaching methods and matters 
o f organisation.

There must be many boys who 
remember gratefully the eye- 
opening English literature classes 
which Blenkinsop took with the 
Sixth. Others will recall the 
various school plays in which he 
shared production in those diffi
cult years round the beginning 
of the war, when the school's 
theatre was the gymnasium—the 
chief trium ph was the first of the 
Dramatic Society’s productions 
o f a complete Shakespearean 
play: “ Twelfth N ight” in 1940.

His flair for the best in  liter
ature led him naturally to active 
participation in the affairs of the 
Blackburn Literary Society,

which in those days, before there 
was much television, provided 
each winter an interesting pro
gramme of lectures on literary 
subjects as well as rehearsed play- 
readings, in which Rowell Blen
kinsop was often to be heard.

He took a part, also, in the 
Blackburn Cathedral dramatic 
society’s production of T . S. 
Eliot’s play, “ The Rock,” pro
duced by M r Holden early in
1937, a production which over 
a period of several weeks toured 
the diocese from Lancaster and 
St Anne’s to Burnley.

At the outbreak of war in 1939 
he identified himself with spare
time Civil Defence, and after 
taking first aid examinations he 
was soon appointed to be com
mandant of the voluntary per
sonnel at the Blakey Moor first 
aid post, and until he left Black
burn in 1942 he spent several 
evenings every week there, re
hearsing the voluntary assistants, 
a necessary job which was always 
tricky and often exhausting.

Those who worked with him 
during those relatively short (but 
extremely trying) years which 
he spent at Queen Elizabeth's 
will most certainly remember 
him as a dedicated “doer” of 
things, and not as a mere spec
tator. His departure in 1942 
produced a sense of loss to  the 
School and the town which was 
felt for long ifterwards.

M r Harold Cook, formerly 
deputy headmaster of Cornwall 
College, Montego Bay, Jamaica, 
died at his sister’s home in 
Blackburn on May 25, 1970. 
He was 59.

M r Cook attended Queen 
Elizabeth’s Grammar School 
rom 1921 to 1929 ; he had 

previously been a pupil at Christ 
Church boys' school, and won a 
scholarship to Queen Elizabeth's 
at the age of 10. He took a keen 
interest in Queen Elizabeth’s all 
his life, and liked to keep in 
touch with all news of the 
School and its old boys.

He read French and Spanish 
at M erton College, Oxford, and 
distinguished himself by grad
uating BA with first-class hon
ours in 1933. He received his 
MA degree in 1936.

On leaving Oxford in 1933 he 
joined the staff of Cathays High 
School for Boys, Cardiff, and he 
played a great part in the creation 
of a fine tradition of culture and 
scholarship for which the school 
became renowned.

He was a keen, conscientious, 
and efficient teacher and an 
enthusiastic musician, being a 
loyal member o f the school orch
estra. He also spared no effort in 
training a large house choir for 
competition in the annual school 
e.steddfod. Many generations of 
boys benefited from his varied 
gifts.

He was a practising Christian, 
a communicant member of the 
Church in Wales, and for some 
years he servi J as a sidesman at 
All Saints’ Church, Rhiwbina, 
Cardiff.

His long record of service to 
Cathays High School for Boys 
was interrupted tw ice: during

the Second World War he served 
as a captain with the Royal Army 
Ordnance Corps in India, and in 
the academic year 1955-56 he 
spent twelve months as an 
exchange teacher in the United 
States.

H i taught Spanish at Stadium 
High School, Tacoma, in the 
State of Washington, and was a 
popular member of staff. He was 
in demand as a speaker on the 
ways and customs of Wales, and 
at the end of his stay it was 
placed on record that he had 
“brought credit not only to his 
home country but to Stadium 
High and the Tacoma Public 
Schools.”

He finally left Cathays High 
School for Boys in 1960, when 
he went to Jamaica to join the 
staff of Cornwall College as head 
of the modem languages depart
m ent, and he was promoted 
deputy headmaster in 1965. He 
did much hard work for the 
parent-teacher association.

He was an active member of 
the community in Montego Bay: 
he served as a member of the 
church committee, and for most 
o f the ten years he spent in 
Jamaica he was a teacher at the 
Sunday school. He also became 
a member o f Montego Bay 
Rotary Q u b  and did a great deal 
of work on the committee. His 
wife was also an active church 
worker and contributed greatly 
to the spiritual and cultural life 
of Montego Bay.

M r Cook leaves a widow, 
Mrs Elizabeth Cook, and a 
daughter, Helen. He is also 
survived by his sister, Miss Elsie 
Cook. A funeral service at 
Christ Church, Blackburn, on 
May 28 was followed by burial 
at J Pleasington.

ALBERT SHARPLES
M r Albert Wilkinson Sharpies, 

managing director of Hodgson 
and Sharpies L td ., transport and 
removal services, of Blackburn, 
died in hospital at Blackburn on 
March 6, 1970, aged 43.

M r Sharpies attended Queen 
Elizabeth’s Grammar School 
from 1939 to 1944, and had been 
on the staff of Hodgson and 
Sharpies, the family firm, for 
over 20 years.

He was brought up in the 
Church of England and remained 
an active churchman all his life. 
He served St James's, Blackburn, 
in many ways, and his contribu
tions to the life and work of the 
church will long be remembered 
with pleasure and thanks. He was 
a good friend to many.

He was a sidesman at St 
James’s and h jd  only recently 
retired after 12 years as Sunday 
school superintendent; his kind

ness towards children was always 
evident in this particular sphere 
of his work.

He acted with the church 
drama group, and he was a 
member of Blackburn Arts Club 
and Blackburn Golf Club as 
well. He was interested in 
painting as a hobby. He was 
also chairman of the St Luke’s 
branch of the British Empire 
Cancer Campaign.

M r Sharpies, who lived at
36 M ontreal Road, Lammack, 
leaves a widow, M rs Margaret 
Sharpies, and two children: 
M artyn, aged 9, who is a pupil 
in Homcliffe, and Joanne, 6. 
He is also survived by his 
parents, M r and Mrs James 
Sharpies, and a brother, M r Eric 
Sharpies.

A funeral service at St James's 
Church on March 11 was 
followed by burial at Pleasington.



Fourteen Old Blacks 
are serving with 
the Royal Air Force
£  At least 14 old boys of Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School 
are now serving in the Royal Air Force.

Wing Commander Stanley Pomfret (1942-49) and 
Squadron Leader Bryan Lamb (1943-51) are both on the 
staff of the Ministry of Defence in London. Squadron 
Leader Peter Fallon (1948-53)
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is concerncd with education 
in the RAF.

Squadron Leader Stephen 
Holding (1945-53) is a staff 
instructor at the RAF Central 
Flying School at Little Rissing- 
ton, Gloucestershire.

Flight Lieutenant John Dixon 
(1957-64), who was promoted 
during the summer, flies Victor 
bombers with No. 543 Squadron 
at RAF W yton, Huntingdon
shire, and spends much of his 
time on short periods of detach
ment overseas. He has been to 
Cyprus and Malta this year, 
and at the moment is spending 
a few more weeks in Cyprus.

Flight Lieutenant David Smith 
(1949-56) is also based at W yton; 
he is a pilot with the RAF’s No. 
58 Squadron of photo-reconnais
sance Canberras. His job in
volves a lot of travel overseas, 
carrying out aerial photography 
for mapping purposes.

He did a three-year tour in 
Malta from 1965 to 1968 and 
spent three months last summer 
in Singapore and Malaysia, 
taking part in a major military 
exercise.

Flight Lieutenant Smith’s 
brothe’ , M r William H. Smith

Fit. Lt. Sm ith

(1947-:>4„ spent eight years in 
the RAF. He joined on the ame 
day as Squadron Leader Holding 
in 1958; with them was another 
Old Black—M r Mike Rozee 
(1950-55), wh(' when last heard 
of wa tlying tor G ulf Aviation 
in the Persian Guit.

M r Smith and M r Geoff Say 
(1958-62), anotb-r ex-RAF Old 
Black, are now pilots with BEA, 
flying Vanguard aircraft. Like 
M r Smith, M r Say was in the 
RAF for eight years; they both 
spent some time in Singapore.

Flying Officer Michael Catlow 
(1952-59) has been in Hongkong 
for some time, flying helicopters 
with No. 28 Squadron. He was 
due back in Britain in September.

Flying Officer Edwin Brian 
Grimshaw (1942-47) and Pilot 
Officer Andrew John Wilson 
(1963-69) were both commis
sioned at the Officer Cadet 
Training U nit at RAF Henlow 
last January, and they were 
followed during the summer by 
Pilot Officer David Bruce Walsh 
(1957-64), who passed out as a 
navigator on July 17. He previ
ously worked for Llovds Bank.

There are three Old Blacks 
serving in the RAF whose 
present ranks and whereabouts 
we do not know : M r D. C. 
Robinson (1952-59), last heard 
of in Norfolk ; M r R. F. H arri
son (1950-58), in Cyprus ; and 
M r J. Fielding (1939-46), in 
Malta.

Finally, Flying Officer Donald 
Soames-Waring (1942-49) is 
making a name for himself—on 
the ground. He is one of the 
RAF’s leading rally drivers.

During his time in the RAF 
he has spent almost all his time 
on flying duties, having been a 
flying instructor, a member of 
both solo and formation acrobatic 
teams, and a night fighter pilot. 
He also had a tour of duty with 
the T hor missile, and is now 
stationed at Finningley, near 
Doncaster.

Since 1956 he has taken part 
in car rallies both as driver and 
navigator.

He has spent a lot o f time 
organising station clubs, and 
earlier this year he was concerned 
with organisation for the RAF 
entry in the World Cup rally.

P ilot Officer Walsh

FOR A LL  Y O U R -  
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C O M M ER CIA L A N D  IN D U S TR IA L  P H O T O G R A P H Y  
C O L O U R  OR BLACK A N D  W H IT E

42-44, CHURCH STREET, BLACKBURN 
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Mr Longton

Headmaster 
of school 

near Bolton
M r Gordon Longton has been 

appointed headmaster of Little 
Lever junior and infants’ school, 
near Bolton. He was previously 
deputy headmaster of St John’s 
junior and infants’ school, 
Brinscall.

M r Longton attended Queen 
Elizabeth's Grammar School 
from 1942 to 1950 and then 
served in Germany for two years 
with the King’s Own Royal 
Regiment. He studied at the 
City o f Leeds Training College 
tor two years ind gained his 
teaching certificate in 1954.

His first teaching post was at 
Park Road junior school, Black
burn. In 1957 he was appointed 
deputy headmaster of Mill Hill 
county primary school, and in 
1967 he became deputy head
master of Shadsworth junior , 
school. He moved to Brinscall 
in 1968 and took up his headship 
at Little Lever in July.

M r Longton is a Sunday school 
teacher and assistant youth leader 
at Mill Hill Congregational 
Church, Blackburn. He was 
president of the Blackburn 
branch of the National Union of | 
Teachers in 1965. He is married, 
with two children, and lives at 
100 Queen’s Road, Blackburn.

Canterbury 
canon 

moves to 
Chorley

T he Rev John Musgrave 
Shorrock was appointed vicar 
of St George’s Church, Chorley, 
in August. Before taking up his 
new living he was sacrist and a 
minor canon of Canterbury 
Cathedral.

M r Shorrock was a pupil at 
Queen Elizabeth's Grammar 
School from 1939 to 1946. He 
was in Raleigh, and was a 
chorister at Blackburn Cathedral.

He read an honours degree in 
philosophy at T rinity  College, 
Dublin, and received his BA 
degree in 1954. He gained his 
MA degree in 1955. M r Shorrock 
trained for the ministry at 
Bishop’s College, Cheshunt, and 
was made deacon in 1956 and 
ordained priest in 1957 at 
Blackburn Cathedral.

From 1956 to 1959 he was 
curate of St Nicholas, Fleetwood, 
and from 1959 to 1961 senior 
curate of Lancaster Priory. In 
1961 he became priest-in-charge 
of St Wilfrid’s Church, Mereside, 
Blackpool, and, after the building 
of a parish church, he became the 
first vicar of the new parish in 
1965, and remained there until 
he moved to  Canterbury in 
July, 1967.

In Blackpool, M r Shorrock 
i was a governor of St George's 

Secondary School and director 
of Blackpool Telephone Samar
itans. He also served as chair
man of Community Youth Ser
vice and he was a commissioned 
chaplain to the Army Cadet 
Force.

During his three-and-a-half 
years in Canterbury he also 
served on the staff of the Cath
edral Choir School and was active 
in education work. He was res
ponsible for the chaplains and 
guides who look after the many 
thousands of visitors to the 
cathedral.

He is married and has two 
children, Patrick, aged 10, and 
Sarah Jane, 8.

Scholarship trip to Australia
John Kirk, aged 17, a senior 

pupil at Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School, was one of 
five sixth-formers from Britain 
to be awarded the Royal Institu
tion of Australia science scholar
ships for 1970 in March. He was 
nominated by M r Eric J. Kay 
(1937-43), senior physics master.

The five scholarship holders,

chosen from among 200 candi
dates by the Association for 
Science Education, flew to Syd
ney in August to attend a two- 
week course at Sydney Univer
sity on “ Pioneering in Outer 
Space.”

John is now reading physics 
at Magdalen College, Oxford, 
where he is a Mackinnon scholar 
in physics.
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THE Occan Steamship Com
pany, of Liverpool, operated 

a regular liner service from the 
United Kingdom and Europe to 
China from 1865 to March, 1970. 
However, in the last 20 years or 
so the service was maintained 
more with an eye on the future 
rather than on existing trade.

Ships had been delayed, with 
consequent disruption of sched
ules and breaks in services to 
other parts of Asia. Some hard
ship was experienced by ship’s 
crews. T he detention of the 
Anchises and the GUnfalloch, 
together with the arrest of 
Captain J. C. Ray of the Anchises 
and Senior Second Officer P. 
Duff of the GUnfalloch, brought 
to a close the service between the 
two countries.

There have been occasions 
where the conduct o f ships’ 
crewr provoked reaction on the 
part of the authorities, but, as 
chief officer of the Anchises, I am 
well able to report that in this 
case every sensible precaution 
was taken to ensure a swift, 
trouble-free turn-round in 
Shanghai. The captain im
pressed on all officers and crew 
the need for full co-operation 
with the Chinese authorities.

T he Anchises first anchored off 
the entrance to the Yangtze River 
on February 23. T he pilot board
ed on February 26 and the vessel 
proceeded to the anchorage at 
Woosung to complete document
ation and entry particulars. These 
formalities were quickly accom
plished and we were instructed 
to be ready to  proceed up the 
Whangpoo River to Shanghai 
at 9 a.m. on February 27.

On arrival at the berth  in 
Shanghai, the security fu rd 
who had been on board since 
Woosung, questioned the posi
tions marked on the chart which 
referred to the ship’s passage up
river from Woosung to Shanghai.

It is common knowledge that 
when a vessel is navigating in 
coastal or restricted waters and 
rivers, the position is plotted 
every few minutes to ascertain 
that no danger threatens. The 
position so obtained is marked 
on the chan and the time o f the 
observation marked alongside.

On board the Anchises this 
plotting was done quite openly, 
in front o f the gu»rd and pilot. 
No caution or comment was

Tw o British cargo ships, the Anchises and the Glenfalloch, were detained in 
Shanghai early this year and two officers— the captain of the Anchises and a 
senior officer of the Glenfalloch— were arrested by the Chinese authorities. 
An old boy of Queen Elizabeth’s G ram m ar School, Chief Officer John Brunskill, 
was on board the Anchises and took com m and of the vessel when the captain 
was arrested. In this article, specially written for Magister. M r  Brunskill 
describes what happened.

Incident in Shanghai
forthcoming from cither of them.

The first indication we had of 
something amiss was when the 
Anchises was secured alongside 
and the security guard questioned 
the captain about the positions 
marked on the chart. This guard 
did not speak English, but by 
using the pilot is interpreter he 
appeared satisfied with our ex
planations and went ashore. 
Later that day four officials 
boarded the vessel, asked lots of 
questions, then departed, having 
confiscated some charts and log
books.

The next day, February 28. 
saw us answering more questions 
and showing charts of our entry 
into other ports, to demonstrate 
that our actions in navigating 
the Whangpoo were normal 
practice. All our efforts to  con
vince the authorities were of no 
avail, and the captain was taken 
aihore on the morning of
March 1.

There is no British consul in 
Shanghai, and the British charge 
d ’affaires is in Peking, many
hundreds of miles away. The 
only way to communicate with 
the outside world was through
the China Ocean Shipping

By ,

Agency, and as this was a 
Chinese Government organisa
tion, my requests to send a 
message were ignored.

Although no restrictions were 
placed on the ship, a period of 
watching and waiting now began. 
This “ game” persisted until 
March 5, when a large number 
of soldiers boarded the Anchises 
and all the ship’s company was 
assembled to hear a declaration 
b£_Jthe_com m anding_officer,

C hief Officer Brunskill 
attended Queen E lizabeth’s 
G ram m ar School from  
1946 to 1952 and gained his 
m aster m ariner’s certifi
cate in 1963. He sails with  
Ocean Fleets Ltd., o f  Liver
pool, between B ritain  and 

________the Far East.________
Chinese Peoples’ Security Ser
vice, Shanghai Municipal Branch.

This official told us that 
Captain Ray was a British spy 
ind that he had been detected 
by the constant vigilance of the 
Chinese Peoples’ Security Ser
vice. Chairman Mao’s Thoughts 
were then read to us in a manner 
very reminiscent of “ The lesson 
is taken f r o m . . . . ” and many

OHN BRUNSKILL

photogi aphs were taken, no 
doubt showing us listening atten
tively to the means of correcting 
our misdeeds, if any. After this 
harangue all the officers of the 
Anchises were subjected to a 
very thorough search of their 
cabins and personal belongings.

The search Being over, the 
Chinese officials and the soldiers 
departed and left us to gather 
our senses and accept the fact 
that the captain would not be 
returning to the ship. We now 
began to wonder when we would 
be allowed to leave China.

Our worst fears were un
founded and we sailed from 
Shanghai the next day, March 6, 
for Singapore. On our way past 
the anchorage at Woosung we 
saw the Glenfalloch, but, as we 
were still in Chinese territorial 
waters, we were unable to inform 
them of our experiences.

Happily Captain Ray and 
Second Officer Duff were re
leased on March 29.

Looking back on events. it all 
seems slightly unreal, but at the 
time we were all very concerned 
about our wellbeing, and we 
were all glad to return to a 
normal existence.

MV Anchises, 7,700 tons, was built in 1947 and has a speed o f  15} knots. She 
carries a crew o f  15 officers and 35 ratings.
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Ties - Scarves - Cuff Links
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Northgate— Lord Street, Blackburn.
Telephone 57501

SEED AND 

GABBUTT ltd

Booksellers since 1907

4 and 6 P R E S T O N  N E W  R O A D  

Telephone 58226 

40 and 42 D A R W E N  ST R E E T  

Telephone 59855 

B L A C K B U R N

MR ALKER RETIRES 
FROM NWEB

M r Robert Alker retired at the 
end of April after 22 years as 
accountant for the West Lanca- 
-hire area of the N orth Western 
Electricity Board at Preston.

M r Alker attended Queen 
Elizabeth’s Grammar School 
from 1921 to 1926 and has kept 
up his interest in the School 
through the Old Blackbumians’ 
Association.

On leaving School he went into 
local government. He joined the 
borough treasurer’s department 
at Blackburn and became a 
senior accountancy assistant.

In  1944 he wa. appointed chief 
accountant with Accrington Cor
poration, and in 1946 he became 
deputy borough treasurer of 
Ashton-under-Lyne. He joined 
the North Western Electricity 

. Board as West Lancashire area 
accountant at Preston in 1948.

He is a member of the Institute 
of Chartered Accountants, and 
the Institute of Municipal 
Treasurers and Accountants.

Throughout his life M r Alker’s 
interests have centred largely on 
music. In his youth he was a 
member of the famous choir of 
St John’s Church, under the late 
M r Thomas L. Duerden, which 
had an oustanding record in 
competitions, and today he plays 
the trumpet with Preston Sym
phony Orchestra. He also plays 

1 in an orchestra associated with 
Preston Cecilian Choir, of which 
his wife is a member, and as a 
guest instrumentalist with other 
orchestras in and around Preston.

Mr Alker

M r Alker's other interests 
include photography, fell-walk
ing, and travel. He is a former 
member of the Blackburn Amat
eur Photographic Society, of 
which he is also a past president.

He and his wife have given 
many talks, illustrated with their 
own colour slides, on their 
travels in  Britain and overseas. 
These have been principally 
walking and cycling tours and 
include rambling in the Lake 
D istrict and the Austrian Alps.

D uring the summer they 
moved to a bungalow which they 
have had built at Garstang, and 
they have spent the last few 
weeks settling into their new 
home. T heir address is Silver 
Birches, Yewlands Drive, G ar
stang.

Director elected to head 
textile association

M r Colin Oates was elected 
I president of Blackburn Textile 

Management Association in May. 
He is a director of the family 
firm of Harry Oates and Sons 
(Reeds) L td., of Blackburn.

M r Oates attended Queen 
Elizabeth's Grammar School 
from 1942 to 1949 and joined the 
company when he left School. 
After three years’ experience 
there he was called up for 
national service and spent two 
years (from 1952 to 1954) with 
the 1st Battalion the Loyal Regi
m ent, mainly in Trieste.

He returned to his company 
and was made a director in 1958. 
T he firm subsequently expanded 
with the formation of Harry 
Oates and Sons (Doublers) L td., 
the acquisition of John Howarth 
(Preston) L td ., the takeover of 
Harry Oates and Sons (Healds)

L td ., and the transfer in 1967 of 
the Bolton Heald Co. from 
International Viyella to Harry 
Oates and Sons (Reeds) Ltd.

M r Oates’s main spare-time 
interest is golf. He has been a 
member of Darwen G olf Club 
since 1948, with a spell of seven 
years at Pleasington. He was 
secretary of the Darwen club 
from 1955 to 1960 and was 
captain in 1961.

He is married, with two 
children, and lives at Benachie, 
Hawkshaw Avenue, Darwen.

His two brothers were also at 
Queen E lizabeth 's: D r Ian Oates 
(1948-55) is a consultant radiolo
gist in Edmonton, Alberta, and 
M r Eddie Oates (1949-54) has a 
tropical fish shop at Chorley and 
is a director of the family’s 
subsidiary company at Preston. 
He is also a noted golfer.



Degrees
The following old boys of 

Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar 
School have gained academic or 
professional qualifications:
K . A in tw orth  (1959-66) graduated  BSc 

D IS  ho n i. induairia l chem istry, 
Loughborough  U n iv e n ity ; joined 
research  departm en t of the  B urnish  
Oil T ra d in g  Co. L td ., B rom borough.

D . N. A ip in  (1949-55) gained P hD  
ancient philosophy (classics), N o ttin g 
ham  U niversity  (1969); form erly  
lecturer and tu to r  in classics, D ep a rt
m ent of E ducation, N ottingham  
U n iv e n ity ; now lec tu rer in  classics, 
D ep artm en t of E ducation , M an 
chester U niversity .

R. P. B olton (1961-68) obta ined  f in t -  
clasa hons. in second-year studies in  
medical scienccs, D ow ning College, 
C am bridge; elected to  a college 
scholarship and aw arded a college 
prize.

G . G . Boyes (1960-65) passed P a rt I I  
final exam ination  of In s titu te  o f  
C harte red  A ccoun tan ti.

A. F. B radbu rne  (1954-62) gam ed P hD  
m icrobiology, R eading U niversity ; 
aw arded post-docto ral fellow ship for 
research  m  m olecular virology, John 
C urtin  School of M edical R esearch, 
A ustralian N ational U niversity , C a n 
berra.

D . P. B ruce (1960-67) g raduated  BA 
hons. econom ics and sociology, East 
A nglia U niversity .

J , F. Buckley (1960*67) graduated  BA 
first-class hons. n a tu ra l sciences 
(physics), M agdalen College, O xfo rd ; 
appo in ted  an executive engineer at 
Post Office research  station , London.

G . R. C harnley  (1955-64) graduated  
BSc hons. env ironm ental hea lth , 
A ston U niversity.

A. R. C hurch ill (1960-67) graduated  BA 
first-class hons. n a tu ra l sciences 
(physics), C h ris t C h u rch , O xford ; 
joined U K  A tom ic E nergy A uthority , 
C alder H all, C um berland .

S. C o lbe rt (1957-67) graduated  BSc 
hons. electrical engineering , Leeds 
U n iv ers ity ; joined A E I-G E C , A y- 
cliffe, C ounty  D urham .

Mr George Sm ith  (1953-60) 
has passed Part II fin a l 
exam ination  o f the Institute  
o f C hartered A ccountants.

J. C ooper (1962-69) gained exem ption  
from  in term ed ia te  exam ination o f  
In s titu te  of C harte red  A ccountants 
by passing, w ith  m erit, p reservice 
exam ination , Leeds Polytechnic.

J. R. C o tton  (1959-66) graduated  BA 
hons. geography, F itzw illiam  College, 
C am bridge; appo in ted  an organisa
tion and m ethods officer w ith  English 
C alico L td ., M anchester.

J. A. D aw son (1955-66) g raduated  BSc 
hons. m echanical engineering, Leeds 
U niversity .

W. T . D aw son (1961-67) graduated  
BSc hons. chem istry , M anchester 
U niversity .

P. E aitham  (1962-67) graduated  BSc 
life sciences, L iverpool U niversity .

D . N. Fordyce (1955^66) graduated  M A  
hons. h istory , E d inbu rgh  U niversity .

A. Foulgcr (1959-67) graduated  BA 
hons. English, D urham  U niversity .

N O V E M B E R

and things . . .

Mr John Brian Livesey 
(1952-61) has gained his 
PhD  in fuel science at 
Leeds U niversity. He grad
uated with first-c lass hon
ours at Leeds in 1966, and 
won the Fozw ell m em orial 
award from  the Institute o f  
Fuel Science and T echnol
ogy in 1969 as the student 
o f the H ouldsworth School 
o f  A pplied Science with the 
best results in his final 
exam ination. He is now  
staying at Leeds for further  

research.

R. H argreaves (1960-67) graduated  BA 
hons. geography, Fitzw illiam  College, 
C am bridge; joined H aw ker Siddeley 
A viation L td .

R. M . J. H eap (1958-65) graduated  BSc 
hons. botany, M anchester U n iversity ; 
appo in ted  liaison officer w ith East 
M ailing  Research In stitu te .

D . j. H ew itt (1959-67) g rsdusted  
B P harm  hons. pharm acy, B radford 
U niversity ; joined W ellcom e F o u n d a 
tion L td ., D a rtfo rd , K ent.

D . H igginson (1959-66) graduated  
B V M S, G lasgow  U niversity .

A. M . H olm es (1966-67) graduated  BSc 
hons. biological chem istry , M a n 
chester U n iversity ; now doing th ree  
years' research  in biochem istry , 
U niversity  College, London.

I. J Ibho tson  (1957-66) graduated  BA 
first-class hons. engineering science* 
Balliol College, O x fo rd ; joined British 
Petro leum , London.

S. R. Lom ax (1958-65) graduated  BM , 
BCh, M anchester U n iversity ; now 
at M anchester Royal Infirm ary.

A. D. L und  (1960-66) aw arded John 
H enry  Agnew prize in paediatrics, 
M anchester U niversity.

R. J. B. M arsden  (1919-28) elected 
m em ber of In s titu te  of Inform ation  
Scientists.

D . T . M ilner (1960-67) aw arded 
Certificate of E ducation, St M artin ’s 
College, L ancaster; appoin ted  assist
ant m aster, St Silas C h u rch  of 
England prim ary  school, B lackburn.

P. J. M itchell (1960-67) graduated  BA 
first-class hons. m athem atics, St 
E dm und  H all, O xford; now  doing 
research in  m athem atics at O xford 
for D Phil.

I. D . M ortim er (1960-67) graduated  
BSc hons. chem istry , L e iceste r U n i
versity ; now  study ing  at Leicester 
for D ipE d .

J. S. M urray  (1960-67) graduated  BA 
hons. econom ics and geography, 
Sheffield U niversity ; joined B ritish 
Steel C orporation.

D. N orth  (1956-61) graduated  BSc 
tex tile science and technology, B rad
ford U n iversity ; joined C arring ton  
and D ew hurst L td .

R. S. O rm erod  (1957-67) g raduated  
BSc hons. chem ical engineering, 
M anchester U niversity  In s titu te  of 
Science and T echno logy ; joined 
M ullard , Blackburn.

K. G . O xtoby (1953-58) passed final 
insurance exam inations to  becom e 
fellow o f C hartered  In su rance  In s ti
tu te ; w ith  N orw ich  U n io n , N o rth 
am pton.

I. Powell (1960-67) elected by exam ina
tion associate of In s titu te  of B ankers; 
placed th ird  out of 1,100 cand idates; 
w ith  Barclays Bank, C h u rch  S tree t, 
Blackburn.

D. Rothw ell (1960-67) graduated  BA 
hons. m athem atics, D urham  U n iver
sity ; joined Pilkington B ro thers, 
St Helens.

D . Slater (1960-67) graduated  BSc hons. 
civil engineering, Leeds U n ivers ity ; 
joined C. S. A llott and S on , con
sulting engineers, Sale, C heshire.
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Mr Andrew P. Child (1956
64] has been awarded the 
National D iplom a o f  H orti
culture. He is a student 
apprentice at the Royal 

Botanic Gardens, Kew.
A. Sow erbutts (1960-66) graduated  BSc 

special hons. chem istry , Sheffield 
U niversity .

P. W . S um ner (1957-67) sw arded 
C ertificate of E ducation , P ou lton - 
le -Fylde College of E ducation  ; 
appoin ted  assistan t m aster, Roc Lee 
junior school, B lackburn.

S. F. W alker (1953-56) gsined  P h D  psy
chology, L ondon U niversity  (1969).

K. W ainm an (1960-67) graduated  BA 
(Econ.) hons. geography, Sheffield 
U niversity .

D . J. W harton  (1960-67) g raduated  BA 
hons. physics, S t C a th e r in e ’s C ollege, 
O xford ; joined IC1 as developm ent 
engineer.

P. J. W ilson (1960-66) g raduated  BA 
hons. L a tin , D u rh am  U n iv e n ity ; 
joined In te rnationa l C o m p u te n  L td ., 
Reading.

M . J . W oods (1960-66) graduated  
BSc hons. engineering  m athem atics. 
S ou tham pton  U niversity  ; joined 
C W S, M anchester.

D. W ynne (1960-67) g raduated  BSc 
hons. pure and applied m athem atica, 
H ull U n iv en ity .

WHEN YOU SEND your name in for this 

feature, please give your full name and 

years at School and precise details of 

your qualification.
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Between castle and elected

county hall

Mr Graham  Bond (1959
65) was appointed assistant 
conductor o f  the London 
Festival B allet orchestra  
in April.

At Queen E lizabeth’s Mr 
Bond was secretary o f  the 
m usic society and conduc
ted  the School orchestra. 
He was organist o f  St Jude’s 
Church and was a m em ber  
o f the Blackburn Sinfonia  
and the Lancashire County 
Youth O rchestra.

In 1965 he was awarded  
an exhibition to the Royal 
C ollege o f  M usic and 
studied conducting there 
for three years, winning  
several prizes. He was then  
invited to take postgrad
uate course in conducting  
at the London Opera 
Centre, and the centre 
released h im  from  the 
course to loin the Festival 
B allet orchestra last spring.

Addresses 
wanted, 
please

The Old Blackburnians named 
below have left the addresses 
shown, and their copies of 
M a g is t e k  have been returned by 
the Post Office. Anyone who 
knows their present whereabouts 
is asked to inform the editor.
] .  B r i l l !  (1924-34), 76 H ighfield Road, 

C helm sford , E a rn .
A. W . Cunliffe (1932-37), 12 L eybu rn  

D rive, H igh H eaton , N ew castle upon 
T yne , N E 7 7AP.

D . F ro it (1960-66), 15 Rosew ood
A venue, B lackburn.

E. M . G abbo tt (1938-43), 25 W hinney 
Lane, B lackburn.

K . H arling  (1946-51), 84 B ent Lanea, 
D avyhulm e, U rm ito n , M anchester.

G . H a y h u n t (1950-57), F la t 4, Beech- 
wood, 55 Park Road, L oughborough , 
Leicestershire.

K . W. Lord  (1954-60), K illiney, O ldfield 
A venue, D arw en.

E. G . Stanley (1948-53), Five M ile 
Cottage, 52a N o rth  H ill, H ighgate, 
London , N.6.

D . E. S tarks (1943-52), 48 E llebrook 
D rive, L athom , B urt cough.

J . N . T ay lo r (1948-55), 6 St Q uen tin  
Rise, U p p er Broadw ay, Sheffield.

H . G . W alsh (1939-46), 10 A rdblair 
Road, Blairgow rie, P erthsh ire .

W . W hittaker (1919-24), 56 P reston  O ld 
R oad, C herry  T ree , B lackburn.

M r Keith M . Knott (1943-50) 
has been appointed headmaster of 
The Duke’s Grammar School at 
Almuick, Northumberland. From 
Queen Elizabeth’s M r Knott 
went to Exeter College, Oxford, 
and then spent a year in Paris, 
where he met his wife. They were 
married in 1956, after he had been

My new job is to preside over 
one of the smallest remaining 
grammar schools in N orthum ber
land—and England—until such 
time as the Northum berland 
County Council decides to turn 
it into the senior branch of a 
three-stage comprehensive sys
tem. T hat may be in 1978, 1981, 
or even later. Until then, it will 
remain a boys’ grammar school 
for about 320, and growing each 
year.

It was founded in 1810 by the 
then Duke of Northum berland 
(hence the “ Duke’s School” ) tor 
a handful of local tradespeople’s 
children. Interestingly, it was in 
the forefront of educational pro
gress then, as it was one of the 
first schools in England to adopt 
the Bell monitorial system of 
teaching.

Throughout the nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries it 
remained very small, though the 
old boys from here who died in 
the First and Second World Wars 
were tragically numerous. Since 

I 1939 it has been controlled by the 
Northumberland County Coun
cil, although four of the ten 
ichool governors are still appoint
ed by the Duke of Northum ber- 

, land, who also awards the 
j  “ Duke’s golden pin” each year 
1 to the oustanding athlete in the 

school.
So you see that the school 

stands between the Castle and 
the County Hall. It is a relation
ship which could lead to discord, 
but doesn’t seem to.

In Alnwick and the surround
ing area its reputation is high—it 
has to b e : in fact it alone provides 
O- and A-level teaching for boys 
between Berwick and Morpeth, 
a distance of nearly 50 miles, and 
consequently draws on a huge 
reservoir of talent ranging from 
the sons of Northum brian sheep 

I farmers in Wooler just east of the 
Cheviots to  m iners’ sons in 

I Amble and Shilbottle to the south 
I of Alnwick.

In fact our house system is 
| based simply on geography :
| N orth (of Alnwick) House ; 

South (of Alnwick) House ; and 
Town (of Alnwick) House. It is 
fascinating to see the different 
reactions of boys from these 
three areas to the same situation: 
even moderate criticism often 
reduces the North boy to  tears, 

1 while the South boy is quite

teaching for two years at Wallasey 
Grammar School.

In  1958 M r Knott joined the 
staff o f Trinity School, Croydon, 
arid in 1963 he moved to Harrow, 
where he was senior history master 
at the John Lyon School. He 
stayed there until he moved to 
Alnwick. M r Knoll writes :

unmoved by anything words or 
threats can offer !

N orth Northum berland is, of 
course, an outstandingly beauti
ful area, large pans of which are 
either in the national park or 
designated as areas of outstanding 
natural beauty. The sea and 
miles of lovely sands lie just five 
miles of empty roads away to the 
east. I ’ve never seen finer walk
ing country anywhere.

The only snag is the weather. 
There is always a fresh wind 
blowing, usually from off the 
North Sea, and this keeps tem 
peratures down, even in the 
height of summer. But don’t be 
put off. You won’t find better 
country or friendlier people 
anywhere.

And if any Old Blackburnian 
is in Alnwick and wants a bed, 
I can always help, at least after 
the middle of July. We have a 
small boarding house for 22 boys 
attached to the school, so there 
should always be a spare mattress 
or two. If we can t help, then 
there is always Alan Wilkinson 
(1944-52), who is the physics 
master at Whitley Bay Grammar 
School just 30 miles down the 
road !

TO THE 
GENERAL 

SYNOD
M r Peter Cecil Chadwick was 

one of seven representatives 
elected by Blackburn Diocese in 
September to the House of Laity 
of the General Synod o f the 
Church of England. He is the 
only representative from the 
Archdeaconry of Blackburn.

M r Chadwick (1943-51) is 
head of the religious education 
department at Skelmersdale and 
Upholland County Secondary 
School. He is a member of the

f>arochial church council and a 
ay reader at St Francis’ Church, 

Feniscliffe, Blackburn.
In August, M r Chadwick was 

one of three Old Blackbumians 
elected to the Blackburn Dioce
san Synod. He became a House 
o f Luity representative for D ar
wen Deanery.

For Blackbum Deanery the 
R tv William David Robinson 
(1942-49) was elected a House of 
Clergy representative, and M r 
Harry King (1923-30) a House 
of Laity representative.

M r King and M r Robinson 
also hold office in Blackbum 
Deanery Synod—M r King as 
joint chairman and M r Robinson 
as assistant secretary. M r Chad
wick is press officer for Darwen 

[ Deanery Synod.

GOLD FOR 50 PINTS
M r Arthur Briggs Cope, who 

attended Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School from 1929 to
1933, was presented with the gold 
award of the National Blood 
Transfusion Service in June for 
having given 50 pints of blood.

M r Cope, who lives at 31 
Willis Road, Feniscliffe, Black
bum , is a deputy overseer in the 
composing room of the Lanca
shire Everting Telegraph in Black
bum . He has been a blood 
donor for 30 years.

In 1940, when he was serving 
as a Royal Artillery sergeant with 
the British Expeditionary Force 
in France, he was in hospital and 
a call went out for volunteers to 
give blood: that was when he 
gave his first pint. He volunteered 
again in 1942 when he was 
serving in Egypt.

After the war he gave blood at 
Blackbum Infirmary until the 
National Blood Transfusion Ser
vice took over, and he has con

tinued to give blood regularly 
—every six months until 1967, 
and every three months since 
then.

M r Cope is a deacon and sec
retary at Cherry Tree Congrega
tional Church. He is married 
and has two sons and two 
daughters.

Mr Cope
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M r John Catlow Aspden  
(1920-27) is ch ic f education  
officer o f  Eastbourne. Before  
com ing to Queen E lizabeth’s 
he attended A ccrington Road 
School and the Parish  H igher 
Grade School, and he went on 
from  Queen E lizabeth’s to 
Q ueens’ C ollege, C am bridge, 
where he graduated BA with 
first-class honours in the

m odern and m edieval langu
ages tripos in 1930. He re
ceived his MA degree in 1934.

From  1930 to 1934 he was 
on the staff o f  the M ethodist 
C ollege, Belfast, and he spent 
a year teaching at the Holt 
High School, Liverpool.

He was appointed to his 
first adm in istrative post in 
1935 as a senior assistant to 
the director o f  education in

N ewcastle upon Tyne. He 
becam e director o f  education  
at M argate in 1939, and he 
m oved to Eastbourne in 1944.

In 1936 Mr Aspden m arried  
M iss Ivy G reenwood, o f  
Blackburn, and they have 
five children—three boys and 
two girls. The boys are all 
graduates o f  C am bridge, one 
in engineering, one in m odern  
languages, and one in law.

The elder daughter has grad
uated in m odern languages at 
Southam pton and hopes to 
teach; the younger is in her 
second year at Southam pton  
reading law.

In th is article, w ritten spec
ially  for M a g is t e r , M r Aspden  
describes his career in educa
tion and reflects on the 
changes he has seen.

The challenge of education
I can look back with very 

great interest on a professional 
lifetime of educational respons
ibility in some form or another.

I enjoyed five years of teach
ing, four of them in Belfast at a 
time still very near to the Treaty 
which established the partition 
of Ireland. T hen, as now, there 
were sensitive and sore points 
leading from time to time to 
outbreaks of violence, and after 
40 years one begins to wonder 
whether any lessons have been 
learned.

After a short appointment in 
Liverpool, the opportunity arose 
of a post in the office of the 
director o f education for New
castle upon Tyne, well known 
as offering an excellent training 
for young m en who were inter
ested in responsible posts on the 
educational side of local govern
ment administration. In that 
office hard work was expected and 
always unstintingly done under 
the wing of M r Thomas Walling, 
a Lancashire man, who was an 
inspiration to many.

In 1939, at the age of 30, I was 
appointed to the post of director 
of education for Margate, the 
twelfth director of education 
from the Walling office, and I 
took up duty there with high 
hopes of being able to achieve 
much.

T he war soon destroyed those 
particular hopes, and June, 1940, 
heralded a complete closure of all 
forms of public education not 
only in Margate but coastal

towns in South-east England as 
a whole. Practically the whole 
school population was evacuated 
to Staffordshire.

After one year of standstill, 
the real work of rebuilding on 
the South-east coast a shattered 
educational system commenced, 
and out of the ruins began to 
appear foundations and a frame
work of a future educational 
structure which had to survive 
many shocks and threats.

Though educational develop
ment such as had previously been 
experienced and was again to be 
experienced was impossible in 
those years, there was a severe 
test for administrative capacity 
and considerable satisfaction 
from a challenging task of recon
struction on a limited scale.

Reconstruction was the main 
feature o f very early years at 
Eastbourne, another war-afflicted 
town where I took up duty in
1944. W ith the end of the war, 
opportunities for achievement 
were much greater, and positive 
national policies and enhanced 
standing of the education service 
ensured increased provision for 
all stages o f education.

Eastbourne shared in the surge 
forward with new schools, further 
education development, provi
sion for the training of teachers, 
and a partnership in the founda
tion with other Sussex authorities 
of the University of Sussex. 
Educational opportunity for the 
individual student has been

Sixty have hot-pot
By HARRY KING

The annual supper evening 
given by the Old Blackbumians' 
Association for those boys who 
left School during the previous 
year was held on Thursday, 
September 17, in the Old Black
bum ians’ Association Football 
Club s pavilion at Lammack.

Over 60 people attended, in
cluding about 40 leavers, together 
with the headmaster, several 
governors and members of stafT, 
and officials o f the association. 
The proceedings were quite in
formal and after a brief word of 
welcome by the secretary, M r

David Forbes, officials of the 
association representing its vari
ous activities moved among the 
company giving the boys details 
of the wide range of interests 
catered for by the association.

An excellent supper was pro
vided comprising hot-pot (with 
all the trimmings), apple pie and 
cream, followed by coffee.

It was a most enjoyable and 
successful evening and the associ
ation is grateful to  the OBAFC 
for making the excellent facilities 
of their pavilion available for this 
occasion.

extended in ways undreamed of 
25 years ago.

Though there have obviously 
been some disappointments, there 
is no doubt that it has been a 
privilege to have taken a part in 
promoting educational advance
ment which has steadily gained 
momentum and gives every 
indication of continuing to do so.

One is apt to reflect a little as 
one approaches retirement. The 
pace of change has steadily 
increased and, although there 
have been distortions and some 
developments have produced un
expected results, the changes 
have been for the good.

Many issues remain un
resolved. Local government 
generally ano the education 
service in particular will assume 
vastly different forms as the

years pass. I believe that what
ever form of government is in 
power the larger authority will 
emerge and our democratic way 
o f life must be less parochial 
both in outlook and in organisa
tion.

Secondary education, it seems, 
will be reorganised on compre
hensive lines and the political 
colour of the Government o f the 
day will influence not the out
come but only the pace of change. 
Secondary education and further 
education are likely to  become 
more and more inextricably 
bound together.

Opportunity to the individual 
to uevelop his full potential will 
extend in the future as it has 
done in the past. The future will 
be no less thrilling than the 
post-1945 years have been.

W . M. SNAPE

Insurance Broker 
Estate Duty Problems 

Investment Consultancy

Business and Private 
Mortgages arranged

All Classes of Insurance

4 Strawberry Bank,
(off Preston New  Road), 
Blackburn BB2 6AA

Telephone t 
Blackburn 55493
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Mr Hare unveils the plaque, w atched by Mr C oulson and D r Claxton.

A BUILDING TO BE PROUD OF
THE new building at Queen 

Elizabeth’s Grammar School 
was opened on Friday, April 10, 
by M r William Hare, chairman 
of governors, who unveiled a 
commrmorativc plaqut in the 
entrance hall.

Thanking all concerned with 
the project, M r Hare said that, 
in the tradition of the School, 
the new building had been built 
to last. He went c.i :

“  Value it with all your jealous 
pride, for it will survive in spite 
of the enemies of direct-grant 
status who for reasons of con
formity would seek to erode the 
standard of education provided 
here for all who have the ability 
to take advantage of it.

“  O f course we shall still have 
Big School. Big School will 
always have the first place in our 
affections. It is really the heart 
o f School, and I am hoping that 
some time in the neur future we 
may convert this building into a 
permanent dining hall and furn
ish it in the style worthy o f its 
tradition.”

M r Hare declared : “ This
School will survive as you know 
it ,  and I am sure that I can say 
that the governors are determ 
ined that this will be the case.” 

M r Norman Jepson, vice
chairman of governors, who 
presided at the opening ceremony, 
said that for as far back as 
memory could reach the centre 
o f the School’s life and activities 
had been Big School.

“ From now onwards there 
will be two centres competing

for that distinction, Big School 
and this new assembly hall. 
I have no doubt that in time 
they will find their proper r61es, 
and settle down harmoniously to 
complement and support each 
other.

“ But there is surely an analogy 
in this that could to advantage be 
carried into other fields of 
thought and activity.

“ Education, whose sole con
cern should be the educating and 
training of youth, is today over
laid so heavily with political over- 
ton< that at times one must ask 
oneself whether the m atter being 
discussed concerns education at 
all or politics almost entirely.

“  Yet with the greatest spirit 
o f toleration and with a more 
realistic concern with education, 
how easy it would be to provide 
in this country a system of choice 
of education that would be the 
envy of the world.”

M r Jepson said that Queen 
Elizabeth’s Grammar School had 
had its moments of trium ph and 
of despair, its moments of glory 
and its vicissitudes, and that the 
last ten years had been the most 
difficult through which the 
School had gone.

This had placed a great strain 
on the governors, and especially 
on the chairman—during the 
first years of the decade, the late 
M r Henry W hittaker, and latterly 
M r Hare.

“ It is in large measure a 
tribute to his courage and to his 
ready acceptance of the burdens 
and duties of his office that this

building, for which so many 
headmasters have striven, should 
have been erected.”

The new building was dedi
cated by the Bishop of Blackbum, 
D r C. R. Claxton.

M r Douglas Coulson, head
master, said that the new building 
was a positive expression of the 
School's faith and confidence in 
the future, and thanked M r Hare 
for all his work as chairman of 
governors.

T he main approach to the new 
building is to the west of Big 
School. There is i wide flagged 
area in front of the building, and 
the entrance is reached by cross
ing a small bridge over an artifi
cial pool. Such a feature has been 
made necessary by the dramatic 
falling-away of the land on this 
side of the School.

The gymnasium can be reached 
by a flight of steps to  the north of 
the block. Once over the bridge, 
the hall is reached by climbing 
10 steps in the simple and neat 
foyer. A screen which divides the 
foyer from the main hall is. no) 
able for its glass designs, created 
by M r G arth S. Edwards.

Stairs to  the side of the en
trance lead down to the mezzan
ine floor and the gymnasium, and 
up to the music room and the 
balcony of the assembly hall.

T he hall is 60ft square and 
17ft high. The sides are mainly 
o f glass from floor to ceiling, and 
the whole irea is light and wry. 
T he proscenium stage is sur
rounded by wood panelling, as is 
the back of the hall.

The stage has a depth of 25ft 
and scenery can be stored under 
it.

The furniture on the stage— 
table, chair, and lectern—was 
made at the School by M r Barry 
Brown. The Bible on the lectern, 
a gift from the Old Blackbum
ians’ Association, was inscribed 
by M r Eric Whittle.

Stairs lead down from the 
stage to the mezzanine floor. 
Here the school has its own 
green room, which will be used, 
especially during productions of 
play* and musical events, as 
dressing room.

On the balcony of the assembly 
hall is a control room. W ith an 
uninterrupted view of the stage, 
boys will be able to control 
lighting on a console in the small 
room.

Behind the balcony and over 
the entrance is th t music room. 
This will not be used for public 
performances, but for teaching.

The school’s new gymnasium 
is full of the latest equipment for 
all types o f sporting activity. 
It is 40ft by 80ft and, like the 
hall above, has large windows 
for the best possible natural light.

In addition to the usual ropes 
and frames, the gym has a 
climbing wall to try the most 
intrepid adventurer. There are 
badminton and basketball courts 
and the indoor cricket nets will 
ensure winter practice.

The architects were Waller 
S tirrup and Son. T he builders 
were Wm. Livesey and Sons 
Ltd.
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GOVERNORS WOULD HAVE CHOSEN
INDEPENDENCEQueen Elizabeth’s Grammar 

School would have become 
fully independent if the pro
posals of the Public Schools 
Commission, under Professor
D. V. Donnison, had been im-

Sememed. T his was made clear 
’ Mr William Hare, chairman 

of governors, in his address at 
Speech Day on May 14.

The Donnison report, pub
lished on March 24, recommend
ed that Britain's 177 direct-grant 
schools should become compre
hensive and abolish fees. The 
Labour Government fell in the 
general election on June 18, and 
Donnison has not been men
tioned since.

Speaking to pupils, parents, 
and friends of the School in the 
new assembly hall, M r Hare 
said :

“  I think some explanation is 
due to the parents and the public 
about the present status of Queen 
Elizabeth’s Grammar School and 
its negotiations with the local 
education authority.

“  We had a letter from the 
LEA, stating that an agreement 
was reached in May, 1969, for us 
to co-operate in the educating of 
boys in the County Borough of 
Blackbum.

“ We had been trying to get 
this agreement for many years; 
we had probably been negotiat
ing for something like three or 
four years before agreement was 
finally reached, and during this 
time I and various headmasters 
of the School visited the D epart
ment o f Education and Science 
to discuss the various negotia
tions, and it was emphatically 
stated by the Departm ent that if 
we could come to an agreeable 
solution of the problem in Black
bum  rhe Departm ent would not 
stand in the way of the settle
ment.

“  Indeed, they went out of 
their way to  point out that they 
would be more tl id  happy to 
rubber-stamp any scheme which 
was acceptable both to the gover
nors of the grammar school and 
the local education authority 
relating to the part that Queen 
Elizabeth’s could play in the 
education of the boys in this 
town.

“  I t was then with great joy 
that I was able to  send up to the 
Department details of a scheme 
which had the blessing both of 
the School governors and of the 
local education authority for their 
approval. I had assumed that 
this approval would be more or 
less automatic and that we should 
hear in a very short time that the 
scheme had been accepted.

“  It is now nearly June, 1970, 
and the Departm ent has not yet 
given us a decision as to  whether 
they will allow our scheme to 
proceed.

“ I would like to ask why this

delay. The delay is not made on 
educational grounds ; the delay 
is made on purely political 
grounds, for since our scheme 
went in to the M inistry the 
Government has set up a com
mission called the Donnison 
Commission which has reported 
on the direct-grant schools.

“ Now this commission started 
off with entirely false terms of 
reference in that it was asked 
not, ‘Should the direct-grant 
schools be incorporated into the 
comprehensive system ?’, hut 
‘How can the direct-grant schools 
be incorporated in the compre
hensive system?’

“ It does not need me to tell 
you that it would have been for 
the benefit of the nation had the 
commission reported on whether 
it was preferable for the direct- 
grant schools to be incorporated 
in the first place instead of 
going into the details of how the 
incorporation should proceed.

“ I am not at all ashamed to 
say to you that under the present 
Government there is no future 
for direct-grant schools as we 
know them.

“ This Government is not 
prepared to continue to contri
bute to the fees of the boys in 
this School whose parents are 
unable to  pay the full amount. 
T he result of this is that it will 
eventually cost the Government 
more to educate these boys under 
their new system, but they 
would rather pay more to try to 
get an equality status than to 
have the best education available 
to them.

“  Now this country more than 
ever needs a super-class of intelli
gent boys who will be pushed 
forward quickly to enable them 
to absorb their skills in society.

“ It is absolutely impossible 
to run this country with the 
complications which now arise 
with anything but the best brain 
power, and we believe in a type 
of School like this that we provide 
this opportunity, and we do not 
see why we should not be 
allowed to continue to provide 
this opportunity for the most 
brilliant boys in the area irres
pective of what sort of a home 
they come from, irrespective of 
their parents' income, but the 
Government will not allow this 
because they say that we are 
creating an privileged class.

“ What they do not say is 
that sooner or later when you 
get along the path of life you 
still create a privileged class by 
making the boy into a civil 
servant, or by promoting him

faster than somebody else, or by 
making him a Member of Parlia
m ent, or for many reasons this 
selection and segregation does 
take place as soon as the pupil 
obtains employment in society.

“  The Manchester Grammar 
School has the same dilemma, 
and the governors of the M an
chester Grammar School have 
decided that the school will go 
independent.

“  This is what your governors 
will decide—we shall opt for 
independent status.

“ The inevitable result of this 
will be that eventually the fees 
will have to go higher, and we 
shall try to some extent to 
cushion this effect for some 
pupils by appealing to the 
members of the public for funds 
which will enable us to give 
more governors’ scholarships 
than we can at present.

“  This is a long-term policy 
and it will obviously be quite a 
number of years before we can 
hope to obtain the number of 
scholarships which would enable 
the num ber of boys to be educa
ted without cost at this School 
that at present are granted this 
opportunity.

“  We shall have to start 
again from scratch and we shall 
have to start again in a period 
when costs are escalating.

“  Fees at ny school will 
increase because with this present 
rate of wage increases it is going 
to be impossible to hold costs 
steady for more than one year in 
whatever walk of life we are 
operating and for this I blame 
the Government o f the day, 
whichever Government is in 
power, and any Government 
vhich  will not take steps to 
counteract this galloping infla
tion eventually is going to  bring 
the country down into the 
depths of economic insolvency.”

In his report the headmaster, 
M r Douglas J. Coulson, said :

“  D uring the past year educa
tion has dominated, almost daily, 
the television screen and the 
national press. We have seen 
protest marches and strike action 
by teachers in different parts of 
the country; we have witnessed 
massive militancy among stud
ents at colleges and universities ; 
and we have recently had the 
publication of the Donnison 
report recommending the aboli
tion of direct-grant status alto
gether.

“  And yet, when some future 
w riter sets about the task of 
bringing up to  date the story of 
Queen Elizabeth’s, the past year

may well appear as one of the 
most im portant, in terms of 
progress and achievement, that 
the School has experienced for a 
long tim e, set though it is 
against so sombre a background 
of national unrest and uncer
tainty in education.

“  There is, first of all, the 
completion of this spLndid 
building. Everyone, I think, 
has been impressed by what the 
governors, the architect, and the 
builders have created. It is a 
magnificent addition to a range 
o f school buildings which must 
now rank among the finest in 
the country.

“  But it is more than this. 
It is not only a tribute to the 
generosity of those who sub
scribed so promptly to the appeal 
but also a tangible expression of 
confidence in the School’!, pre
sent and future service to parents 
and boys in this part of East 
Lancashire.

“ This is the first tim e, for 
a great many years, that we have 
had our Prizegwing at the 
School, and I hope that you 
will agree that here, in this new 
centre of the School’s life and 
activities, is the proper and 
fitting place for this ceremony 
to  be held in the coming years.

“ Next is the School’s acad
emic record—and it is a record 
w ith which we can feel not 
merely satisfied but proud. For 
the first time since at least the 
early 1930s five boys have 
gained major open scholarships 
at Oxford, and in addition a 
further six were awarded places 
at Oxford colleges, so that some 
eleven boys will be going from 
the School to  that university in 
October.

“ O f these boys, J. G. Kirk 
hj-, achieved the rare distinction 
of being selected by the Austral
ian Institution of Science for the 
award of one of five science 
scholarships which will take him 
to Australia in August, and two 
others, M. R. Croasdale and C. 
J. M iller, have done so well in 
the national preliminary tests as 
to  be considered for places in 
the team to represent Britain in 
the highly competitive inter
national mathematical olympiad 
to be held in Eastern Europe 
this summer.

“ It is also a pleasure to  record 
that, o f the 21 scholarships 
awarded this year by the Peel 
Foundation, based on the com
petitive performance at A-level 
last June of boys and girls in all 
Blackburn’s schools, 13 were 
gained by boys at Queen Eliza
beth’s.

“ And in our GCE courses at 
both Ordinary and Advaneed 
level, the year’s results reflected 
good standards of performance:

Turn over
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at A-level, the percentage of 
passes in the subjects taken was 
77 per cent, and at O-level the 
pass rate was 67 per cent.

“ What was a particularly 
pleasing feature of the O-level 
results was the increase in the 
number of boys in our slower 
streams who achieved good certi
ficates. Over the whole field of 
academic work this past year 
has been, in my view, one of 
very positive merit.

“ In  our out-of-school life, 
too, there is abundant evidence 
of successful and energetic activ
ity. For the second year, the 
first cricket XI won all its school 
matches, while our fencing teams 
have had an outstanding year, 
winning the North-west schools 
championship and having four 
boys in the quart r-finals of the 
National Schools Championships.

“ Boys climb in the Lake 
District ; play rugby and golf ; 
tennis and basketball. The 
Music Society enjoys strong 
support and a high reputation,

| while School drama, always a 
popular activity, should now go 
on to even greater heights with 
the excellent stage, lighting, and 
greenroom facilities that are to 
be found in this building.

“ In  all spheres of endeavour, 
ladies and gentlemen, whether 
rhev be academic or otherwise, 
[he scope is wide and the achieve
ments high. And this is because 
of the excellent respon.j by good 
boys to the challenge of excellent 
leadership by my colleagues on 
the staff, to whom I most gladly 

1 express my sincere thanks and 
appreciation as well as yours.

“  Since we last met. M r 
M ercer, M r Eastwood, and Dr 
Tyler have retired. Together, 
their service to the School 
totalled some 114 years, and 
their contribution to the life and 
work of the School has been of 
inestimable value. (Applause).

“ A further unobtrusive but 
most important change has also 
occurred since last June. The 
constitution of the governing 
body has been amended, so that 
now 14 of the 21 governors are 
what is known as foundation 
governors, and seven are nomin
ated by the Blackbum town 
council. This has meant, among 
other things, that the foundation 
governors have been able to 
elect to their num ber Lord 
Derby, M r J. Hindle, M r J. F. 
Singleton, and M r A. R. D. 
Smith.

“ We at the School all owe 
1 the very greatest debt of gratitude 
1 to the governors. T o have in 
i these uncertain and critical times 

men of such experience and 
wisdom to guide the affairs o f the 
School is something for which 
we cannot be too thankful—and 

I particularly, if  I may say so, to

have a man of such distinction 
and judgment as M r Hare as our 
chairman. I take great pleasure 
in publicly acknowledging to 
them the gratitude and thanks 
of us all.” (Applause).

M r Coulson went on: ‘ The 
academic achievements of the 
direct-grant schools are impres
sive : 60 per cent of their pupils 
stay at school until they are 18 ; 
62 per cent of the boys get two 
or mor^ A-levels ; 75 per cent 
go on to full-time further educa
tion ; 38 per cent go to university. 
They do better in all these 
respects than maintained gram
mar schools or independent 
schools.’

“ High praise indeed. And 
where does it come from ? From 
the report of the Donnison 
Commission, who then condemn 
the direct-grant schools primarily 
on the grounds that they do not 
conform to the current, fashion
able policy of comprehensive 
education.

“  For the ditcct-grant schools 
still hold to the unpopular 
beliefs that the selection of 
pupils is important and valuable; 
that fee-paying means a greater 
parental involvement and interest 
in a child’s education, and that 
parents should have the right to 
choose the type >f school they 
wish to send their children to.

“ Comprehensive schools, we 
are repeatedly told, are now the 
magical panacea to all educa
tional problems, and the direct- 
grant schools are blighting the 
growth of such schools because 
they attract the most intelligent 
pupils.

"  But these intelligent pupils 
represent a mere 3 per cent of all 
secondary school children. Put 
them into the comprehensive 
schools, and their <lite, leavening 
effect would be minimal, if not 
entirely dissipated. Indeed, far 
from raising the standards by 
their example, the most likely 
net result would be that such 
children’s standards would fall.

“  What one suspects is Pro
fessor Donnison’s real grudge 
against the direct-grant schools 
is that they are middle-class, 
since 60 per cent of the children 
in them have fathers in executive 
or professional occupations. 
What a crime I

“ The effect of this, says the 
report, must be considerable on 
such children’s achievements and 
progress. Naturally ! And what 
is wrong with this ?

“  If  parents are concerned 
about the full development of 
their children’s talents; if they 
feel that this can best be realised 
in such schools as Queen Eliza
beth’s; and if they are prepared 
to pay the fees—yes, and often 
to make sacrifices to pay the 
fees—why should they not do so ?

“  But the Government and 
Professor Donnison think other-
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been independence
wise, and recommend the with
drawal of the direct grant—an 
act which would save the country 
about 1 per cent of the current 
expenditure on education.

“ T he report, o f course, is only 
a set of recommendations and is 
not yet law. Indeed, its fate 
will almost certainly depend on 
the results of the next general 
election, and, for the moment, 
we can only wait on events.

“  But in conclusion I would 
like to reaffirm what the chair
man of governors has already 
publicly stated : that this School 
will not become a comprehensive 
school, but will continue, indep
endently if necessary, to hold to 
its traditional aims of the pur
suit of excellence, the freedom 
of choice for parents, and the 
right to  manage its own afTairs 
in the best interests of the boys 
who come here."

Prizes were presented by M r 
Charles W. Harvey (1919-25), 
formerly an H M  inspector of 
schools, who said that it was 
rather more than forty years on 
since he last attended a Black
bum  Grammar School Speech 
Day.

“  There have been many 
changes in these forty-odd years. 
T he changes in education are 
immense, and many of them 
reflect the need for schools to be 
both communities in themselves 
and a part of the community they 
serve ; a recognition th: t the 
community itself has an educa
tive r61e.

“ We hear a lot today about 
participation. Several recent re
ports stress the importance of 
Deoplc having a voice in decisions 
which affect their lives and their 
environm ent. . . .  where to build 
a new motorway ; how to re
develop the town centre, for 
example.

“ The reports advise on how to 
get people to participate in plan
ning. One of them devotes a 
chapter to the contribution of 
education to public participation.

“ The chapter 4ta)i mainly 
with ways of informing the 
public about plans and planning 
m atters, an important and neces
sary stage in the p rocess.. .  .but 
we need also to study and to 
interpret information ; to weigh 
the evidence and draw conclu
sions ; to express the views we 
have formulated.

“ These three elements of 
decision-making and participa
tion are as important as a good 
information service. They should 
be present whenever a choice is 
made, whether in relation to a 
career, a course of further educa
tion, where to go for the next 
holiday, or which motor car to 
buy. The ability to make a 
choice in this way is a test of 
ma'urity.

“ A good school assists the

processes within its community 
and in its outside associations; 
within the formal programme and 
in its general school life; and 
one way in which it docs this is 
to ofTer variety so that choices 
are possible.

“ W hen I left Blackbum 
Grammar School there cannot 
have been more than half a 
dozen School societies outside 
sport. I recall live—Elizabethan 
Debating Society, Chess Club, 
Orchestral Society, Scouts, an^l 
the Sketching Club.

“ In  today’s School calendar 
we find that four of these have 
survived, but there are 39 others 
catering for interests as diverse 
as astronomy and youth-hostel
ling, the study of commercial 
vehicles and stamp-collecting, 
community service, handicraft, 
and model aeroplanes.

“ What an impressive list this 
is of voluntary societies, ofTering 
variety and opportunity for 
choice within the School com
munity. But of course they do 
more than this.

“ The voluntary clubs and 
societies offset thi work aspects 
of school life; they exercise 
talents and interests outside the 
curriculum and lead into adult 
community interests and activi
ties...

“ I benefited immeasurably 
from my association with the 
School societies. They provide 
most of my memories of Black
bum  Grammar School.

“ I am sure that the larger 
number of societies and wider 
range mean a lot to today’s 
pupils. But, more important, ; 
they must contribute immensely 
to the wider community which 
the School serves; to the develop
ment and welfare of that com
munity.”

M r Harvey was thanked by 
M r Joseph N. Prest, a governor 
of the School. M r Prest said :
“  This new building typifies the ! 
character and strength of our 
School as it is today and it gives ' 
us reason to look forward to the j 
future with confidence.

“ A great deal is said o f the 
rich traditions of schools such as 
this and, while this is important I 
and is a comforting strength, it is 
rather more important that wc 
ensure that our standards are 
maintained and improved as 
time goes on.

“ I feel that our standards 
are being maintained in very 
real terms—our cultural, recrea
tional, and moral standards.

“ We have, at the -ame time, 1 
to ensure that our School is 
economically viable and that the 
education wc offer is in all ways 
acccptable to the parents, to the 
pupils, and to the community as 
a whole. I believe we are doing 
this at Queen Elizabeth’s and I 
have every confidence that we 
shall continue to do so.”

A L L  N.C.C. M A K E S  O F  C A R A V A N S  

S U P P L IE D

SITES - ALL ACCESSORIES - PAINTING - REPAIRS 
HIRE PURCHASE ■ INSURANCE. Etc. 

WINTER STORAGE

ALLAN CLARKE 
(Caravans) LTD

(A L L A N  C L A R K E  • JA C K  O A T E S)

T H E  B O A T  Y A R D  

W H IT E B IR K  . . B L A C K B U R N  
B B I 3HS.

Phonest Blackburn S4222

M.O.T. LAND ROVER and TRANSPORTER SERVICE 
Anywhere In the British Isles

C A R A V A N  H O L ID A Y S  

C H A L E T  H O L ID A Y S  with all Mains Services 

LOCH RYAN, STRANRAER, SCOTLAND

Situated on Loch side —  

Restaurant, Licensed Bar, Boating, Fishing, 
Golfing.

Write for Brochure — Box 129

LOCH RYAN  

C A R A V A N  CENTRE

WIG BAY, STRANRAER. 

Telephone: Kirkcolm 233.



18 M A G I S T E R  N O V E M B E R  1 9 7 0

D. B. Hollen & Co.
Auctioneers, Valuers, Land and Estate Agents

47 Preston New Road 
Blackburn BB2 6AE 
Tel. 53211 (2 lines)

District Agents for Dewsbury and 

West Riding Building Societies

T O P  C L A S S  F A B R I C S

IT IS OUR CONSTANT ENDEAVOUR 

TO OFFER FABRICS OF QUALITY IN 

DESIGN AND  TEXTURE. 

Our Workroom is at your disposal for 

M AKING-UP CURTAINS. PELMETS. 

BED-COVERINGS, LOOSE COVERS, ETC.

RYLEY & HAMPSON LIMITED
82 KING W ILL IA M  STREET, 

BLACKBURN.

Telephone 53935.

42 years’ 
service 
at the 

town hall
M r William Cliffe, who started 

work with Blackbum Corpora
tion as a junior clerk 42 years ago, 
retired on July 29 as senior 
administrative officer. The town 
council has placed on record its 
appreciation of his services.

M r Cliffe attended Queen 
Elizab tth’s Grammar School 
from 1922 to 1928 and joined the 
town clerk’s department when he 
left School. As junior clerk, com
mittee clerk, chief clerk, and 
senior administrative officer he 
has served under five town 

; clerks.
' During the Second World War 
j  he served in the Rnyal Army 

Ordnance Corps.
In  his spare time M r Cliffc is 

an organist and choirmaster. He 
was appointed organist at Altom 
Street Methodist Church in 
1928, when he was 17. Later he 
qualified as an associate o f the 
Royal College of Organists and a 
licentiate of the Royal Academy 
of Music.

He has held appointments at 
several churches in Blackbum 
and Darwen, and he has also 
been for several yean organist 
of Blackbum Music Society. 
Since August he has been organ
ist and choirmaster of St Silas’

! Church, Blackbum, a post which 
\ he held previously for some 
i  years.

W ith more spare time now, 
he has accepted the post of 
treasurer o f Blackbum Music 
Society, and he has also been 
appointed general secretary of 
Christian Aid in Blackbum.

He is married and lives at 83 
Pleckgate Road, Blackbum.

Blackburn 
will take 
places in 

sixth form
Proposals for Blackbum educa

tion authority to acccpt sixth- 
form places at Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School for boys from 
local authority schools were 
approved in September by the 
Secretary for Education and 
Science.

The places were offered to the 
local education authority by the 
governors of Queen Elizabeth’s in 
January, 1968, and were accepted 
by Blackbum education com
mittee in May, 1969. Early 
approval was cxpected from the 
Department of Education and 
Science, but none was forth
coming until after the general 
election on June 18.

The agreement between the 
governors of Queen Elizabeth’s 
and Blackbum education auth
ority, reached on September 10,
1969, provides that :
1. Up to 30 sixth-form places a 

year will be offered at Queen 
Elizabeth’s to  boys from the 
three 11-16 comprehensive 
schools in Blackbum which 
have no sixth-form provisions 
of their own.

2. Boys will be admitted from 
these three schools at their 
parents’ request and if  they 
are recommended for the 
course by their headmaster 
and the headmaster of Queen 
Elizabeth’s.

3. Criteria for admission to the 
sixth form at Queen Eliza
beth’s will be the same as 
must be satisfied for admission 
to a sixth-form course at 
Billinge or W itton Park.

4. Boys from the 11-16 schools 
wishing to  stay on beyond the 
age of 16 will be able to opt 
for either Queen Elizabeth’s 
or the county 11-18 schools.

5. The agreement will run for a 
trial period of four years, 
after which it can be reviewed. 
Either party will be free to

withdraw from the scheme at any 
time in the light of changes in 
local or national educational 
policy.

Councillor Haworth 
is re-elected

Councillor George Bramley 
Haworth (1928-37) was re-elected 
to Blackbum town council in 
May as a Conservative represent
ative for St Silas’ ward. He 
polled 1,967 votes and had a 
majority of 1,521 over his 
Labour opponent.
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Mr Lund
M r Derick G. Lund, domestic 

bursar and School marshal at 
Queen Elizabeth’s, has been 
admitted a Serving Brother of 
the Order o f St John of Jeru
salem. He is secretary of the 
St John Ambulance Association’s 
Blackbum centre.

M r Lund has been in the 
uniformed branch of the St John 
Ambulance Brigade for 10 years 
and has served in the Hospital 
Service Reserve for a similar 
period.

He transferred to the teaching 
section of the St John Ambulance 
Association, now merged with 
the Brigade, and became honor
ary centre secretary in January, 
1967, responsible for organising 
classes in Blackbum and district. 
Since then he has organised 150 
classes, leading to the award of 
2,500 first aid certificates at every 
level, including home nursing.

M r Lund’s outstanding work 
in teaching first aid to staff and 
boys at Queen Elizabeth’s was 
described in M a g i s t e r  N o . 12 
(November, 1969).

MANAGER
M r Jack Kevan Sumner was 

promoted national sales manager 
(industrial finishes) of the Walpa- 
mur Co. Ltd. in September and 
took up his new post last month 
working from the company’s 
head office in Darwen. He was 
previously Walpamur area sales 
manager in Bristol.

M r Sumner attended Queen 
Elizabeth’s Grammar School 
from 1952 to 1957. For several 
years he worked in the head 
office before joining the sales 
force as an industrial finishes 
representative.

He was made responsible for 
the company’s sales activities in 1 
the South of England and South 
Wales in 1969.

He is married, with two young 
daughters, and is now living at 
Wood crest Park, Knowsley Road, 
W ilpshire, Blackbum.

Works manager
M r Roger bm ithursi (1955-62) 

has been promoted works man
ager of Rhoden Mill (Gaskell and 
Co. Ltd.), Oswaldtwistle.

ROY MARLOR and choose 
quality clothes with a diff
erence. \  difference th a t 
the particular man takes 
to his heart.

All the top names end up 
a t ROY MARLOR-DAKS, 
SUMRIK - need we go on ! 
You should make ROY 
MARLOR your shop - 
there’s no finer place >n 
the whole of the North.

ROY 
MARLOR PURE NEW  

FOR HAN ABOUT TOWN AND COUNTRY

B LA C K B U R N  - 53 King W illitm  St. Tal. 59372 B U R N L E Y  - I H o w . Walk. T .l. 2307] 

S K IP TO N  -  Middla Row, T .l. 3977

Ian Stancliffe heads 
WPM colour 
advisory service

M r Ian Stancliffe was pro
moted head of the colour advisory 
service of the WPM paint division 
in August. He is now responsible 
for ev^ry aspect of colour design 
put out by the WPM paint divi
sion from Darwen and its five 
other regional design centres.

M r Stancliffe attended Queen

M r  L und

Elizabeth’s Grammar School 
from 1942 to 1947. He then 
took a full- .me course in interior 
design at Blackbum School of 
Art from 1947 to 1951, followed 
by a 12-month art teachers’ 
course at Leicester College of 
An.

He joined the Walpamur 
design unit in 1953 and has 
worked as a colour consultant 
with the colour advisory service 
ind also as adirector-cameraman 
of the company’s film unit.

Some of his notable schemes 
of decoration have been for the 
Royal Palace in Baghdad, the 
Pitville Pump Room at Chelten
ham, Dundalk rnd Nottingham 
Cathedrals, Leyland M otors, and 
many exteriors of the public 
houses owned by Duttons Brew
ery Ltd.

His hobbies are cine photo
graphy, motoring, sailing—he is 
a founder member and secretary 
of Coniston Sailing Club— and 
puppetry. He is well known for 
his Midget M arionettes, a puppet 
show which has appeared on BBC 
television and given over 500 
performances for charity with a j 
cast of more than 90 puppets, 
all made by himself.

M r  S ta n c lif fc

Vice-principal 
in Peru

M r J. M cHugh (1919-23), 
vice-principal of York Technical 
College and head of the depart
ment of commerce, went to Peru 
in August.

He was a member of a five-man 
team invited by the Peruvian 
Government to help in planning 
reforms in the country’s tech
nical education.

Dr Mallick 
honorary 

consultant
D r Netar Prakash Mallick, a 

lecturer in medicine at M an
chester University, was appoint
ed an honorary consultant physi
cian at Manchester Royal Infirm
an ' in April. He specialises in 
kidney diseases and is physician 
to the dialysis and transplanta
tion unit in Manchester.

D r Mallick attended Queen 
Elizabeth’s Grammar School 
from 1947 to  1953 and was a

Prominent member of the Eliza- 
ethan Debating Society. He 

went on to Manchester Univer
sity, where he graduated BSc in 
1956 and qualified MB, ChB in 
1959. He was president of the 
union *n 1958.

He became a member of the 
Royal College of Physicians in
1965. He is a member of the 
International Society of Neph
rology and the Renal Association 
and ha' w ritten papers on neph
rology for the Lancet.

D r Mallick is married, with 
three young daughters, and lives 
at 31 Woodcote Avenue, Bram- 
hall. Cheshire.

Honour for NATIONAL SALES Men going places call a t
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TO P T E LEPH O N E  M AN
M r James Edmund Officer, 

who has devoted his entire career 
to the Post Office telephone 
service, was appointed manager 
of the Manchester N orth Tele
phone area in March.

M r Officer attended Queen 
Elizabeth’s Grammar School 
from 1931 to 1936 and joined the 
telephone service in Blackbum 
when he left School.

After the Second World War, 
in which he served as an instruc
tor in the Royal Signals at Cat- 
terick, h t rejoined the telephone 
service in Blackbum, and in 
1948 he b t r m e  assistant execu
tive engineer in the training 
branch at the Post Office re
search station at Dollis Hill, 
London.

He was promoted executive 
engineer in 1951 and spent the 
next 11 years on test and inspec-

Mr Officer
tion work, moving to Birming
ham in 1953. In 1962 he trans
ferred to the Birmingham tele
phone manager's office and in 
1963 he was appointed an area 
engineer in the Cardiff telephone 
area, with responsibility for 
equipment planning and installa
tion.

Five years later, in 1968, he

became regional engineer in the 
headquarters of the telephone 
service in Wales and the border 
counties responsible for long
term  planning and the pro
gramming of telecommunication 
buildings and equipment.

M r Officer is a member of the 
Institution of Electrical Engin
eers and has served on the com
mittee of the electronics and 
control section of the Western 
Centre of the Institution. He is 
also a chartered engineer.

He is married, with two sons, 
and lives at 58 High Elm Road, 
Hale Bams, Cheshire.

His younger brother, M r 
George William Officer (1933-39) 
is administration manager at the 
Blackbum factory of Ransome 
Hoffmann Pollard L td., manu
facturers of ball and roller 
bearings.

Treasurer 
of urban 
council

M r John Edwara Shackleton, 
who attended Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School from 1924 to
1934, was appointed treasurer of 
Kirkby Urban District Council 
in April. He was previously 
deputy treasurer.

M r Shackleton entered local 
government as a clerk in Black
bum  borough trea-urer’s depart
ment when he left School. After 
service in the Royal Air Force 
from 1939 to 1946 he returned to 
Blackbum and subsequently 
worked in the treasurers' depart
ments at Stourbridge, Smeth
wick, Bootle, and Southport 
before being appointed deputy 
treasurer at Kirkby when the 
urban district was formed in 
1959.

He is a fellow of the Institute 
of Municipal Treasurers and 
Accountants and of the Rating 
and Valuation Association. He 
also holds the Diploma in Public | 
Administration of London Uni
versity.

M r Shackleton, who while in 
Blackbum played tennis both 
for the East Lancashire Club and | 
at Crosshill, has recently turned | 
his attention to  golf and is 
currently a member of the 
Hillside Golf Club at Southport. 
He is also a keen philatelist, 
having been the secretary of the 
NALGO Stamp Exchange Club 
for many years.

He lives at 81 Hesketh Road, 
Southport, with his wife, Lydia 
(n/e Tomlinson), who is an old 
girl of Blackbum High School.

London appeals for 
action to extend 
membership list

The annual dinner of the 
London branch of the Old 
Blackbumians’ Association was 
held in the Council Room of the 
Royal Society of Medicine in 
Wimpole Street, London, W .I., 
on Friday, March 20, 1970. 
More than 40 members and their 
ladies were present.

M r Ray Vipond, branch chair
man, presided and proposed the 
loyal toast. M r Vipond also 
proposed a toast to “  The 
School,” to which the head
master, M r Douglas Coulson, 
replied.

Several members also spoke, 
including, in response to repeated 
requests, M r Harry King.

The annual general meeting of 
the branch followed the dinner.

In his report for 1969 the 
branch secretary, M r Paul Price, 
said that in terms of membership 
it had been a year of some 
stagnation, three members having 
left the district and three new 
members having joined. Among 
these were two life members.

In October a pleasant evening 
at the Leicester Lounge, with 
a buffet supper and drinks, had 
been attended by about 55 
peoplo.

M r Price said that the branch 
committee had been working 
hard to find interesting places to 
hold AGM s, but one of the main 
difficulties was cost. “  We always 
endeavour to keep our costs to a 
minimum and simultaneously

find somewhere of interest,”  he 
said.

M r Price urged members to 
put forward any ideas they 
might have. These would 
always be readily discussed.

He went o n : “  We have a 
mailing list o f some 295 people, 
from which we receive an 
average response of just over 
10 per cent.

“ I must ask you most sin
cerely, if you know of an Old 
Blackburnian near you, to contact 
him for us. Only by personal 
contact can sufficient enthus
iasm be engendered to make the 
association work.

“  Each year it is the same 
nucleus of people who attend 
the functions and who do most 
of the work. If you have any 
ideas on this subject we would be 
delighted to hear them .”

Three members, M r D. H. R. 
Brearley, M r K. K nott, ind 
M r T . K. Southworth, retired 
from the committee. Officers 
elected were:

Chairman, M r R. Vipond; 
secretary, M r P. N. Price; 
treasurer, M r H. Wilkinson; 
auditor, M r F. Coggins; liaison 
officer, M r H. King; committee, 
M r R. Croasdale, M r J. E. 
Foster, M r J. Haworth, M r R. 
Isherwood, M r W. H. Sharratt, 
and M r K. Wightman.

M r Price lives at 19 Court- 
lands Drive, W atford, Hertford
shire.

Two move 
up on 

Rovers’ 
board

M r Arthur Langdale Fryars 
(1920-25), vice-chairman of 
Blackbum Rovers, was elected 
chairman on J wk- 5 in succession 
to M r C. R. Davies, who is a 
governor of Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School. M r William 
Henry Bancroft (1943-50) was 
elected vice-chairman.

M r Fryars has been a director 
of Blackbum Rovers for nine 
years—he was co-opted to the 
board in September, 1961—and 
had been vice-chairman for two 
years.

He is a director of Blackbum 
Assurance Co. Ltd. and lives at 
Rock M ount, 255 Revidge Road, 
Blackbum. His other main 
sporting interest is golf: he is a 
playing member of Blackbum 
Golf O u b  and was captain in 
1958.

M r Davies, who has been a 
director of Blackbum Rovers 
since January, 1953, had been 
chairman since 1968 and relin
quished the position through

Cressure of business. Besides 
eing Registrar of Blackbum 

County Court he has many 
cricketing interests, including the 
honorary treasurership of the 
Lancashire County Cricket Club.

M r Bancroft is one of the 
youngest members of the board, 
to which he was co-opted in 
April, 1966.

At Queen Elizabeth’s he was a 
keen footballer. He was football 
captain of Drake and played for 
the School’s first XI throughout 
his last three years at School.

M r Bancroft is a director o f a 
group of businesses closely con
nected with the textile trade. 
He is married, with two daugh
ters, and lives at Sheraton, 
Billinge End Road, Blackbum.

Cambridge man 
is curate

M r Jeffrey Astley (1958-65) 
was ordained deacon by the 
Bishop of Lichfield, D r A. S. 
Reeve, at Lichfield Cathedral 
on May 24 and is now curate of 
St Luke’s Church, Cannock.

M r Astley read first botany 
and zoology, and later theology, 
at Downing College, Cambridge, 
and took first-class honours 
in 1968.

96 at dance
Ninety-six people attended the 

Old Blackbumians’ dance at 
Samlesbury Hall on May 22.
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M A G IS T E R  is distributed to all members of the Old Blackburnians' Association and to a random selection of old boys 

of Queen Elizabeth's Grammar School who are not members. If you are not a member and have received this issue> 

please do not feel under any obligation, although we should be very pleased if it prompted you to join the association 

and make sure of receiving future issues. (If you were once a m em ber and consider rejoining, there is no 

question of you owing subscriptions for the intervening years, you sim ply start again this year.) If you 

are a member and also receive an extra copy under our random selection scheme— it happens occasionally— please 

accept our apologies. A  special plea to members and non-members alike : one of our greatest difficulties is maintaining 

a correct list of addresses, so if yours has changed or is about to change or, incidentally, if you know of someone 

else who might be interested in joining the association, please send details to the Secretary or the Treasurer.

O LD  BLA C K B U R N IA N S’ A SSO C IAT IO N  

S U B S C R IP T IO N  R A T E S  :

LIFE MEMBERSHIP ..................... £5 5s. Od.

JU N IO R  M E M B E R S ....................  5s. per annum (for the first three
years after leaving School).

FULL MEMBERS ....................  7s. 6d. per annum or
£1 for three years.

It would be greatly appreciated if members would help to simplify the collection of subscriptions either by making 
payment by banker's order— for which a form is provided— or by adopting the three-year subscription.

Cheques or postal orders should be crossed, made payable to "  Old Blackburnians’ Association,” and sent to the 
Treasurer, Mr. F. Bury, 67 Queen's Road, Blackburn.

SEND THIS FORM TO  YO U R BANK

Date: 19
To : ............................................................... Bank Ltd.,

............................................................... branch.

Please pay now, on receipt of this order, the sum of £ s. d. and on August 1st annually
hereafter, until countermanded in writing by me, to Lloyds Bank Ltd., Blackburn branch, the sum of seven shillings and 
sixpence, being the amount of my annual subscription to the Old Blackburnians' Association.

Name

Address

Signature.
2d. stamp

SEND THIS FORM TO  THE TREASURER

I have today instructed............................................................... Bank Ltd..................................... branch ,

to pay my annual subscription of 7s. 6d. to Lloyds Bank Ltd., Blackburn branch.

Name ........................................................................................................................................................

Address .....................................................................................................................................................

Period at School to,



22 M A G I S T E R  N O V E M B E R  19 7 0

I
I| d)rt£tma£ Jfatr §

I
I
%
1
1
1
1
1
I
%

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20 

7 p.m. AT SCHOOL

Opener: Mr* W. Hare Adm iasion: l i

PRO CEED S TO P R O V ID E  N E W  D IN IN G  
F U R N IT U R E  IN  B IG  SCH O O L

The fair will have stalls with Christmas gifts and 
decorations, groceries, cakes and sweets, cosmetics, 
and new and second-hand books and records. N on
perishable gifts will be received at School between 
November 11 and 18. Perishable gifts should be 

taken to School on November 19 or 20.

C A S H  D O N A T IO N S  A L S O  W ELCO M E

1
i
I
i
I

ON THE 
MOVE?

Send us 
your 
new  
address

Write to 
Mr F. Bury,
Queen Elizabeth's 
Grammar School, 
Blackburn, BB2 6DF.

Advertise
in

MAGISTER

Advertising Manager: 
Mr John Haworth, 
Queen Elizabeth's 
Grammar School, 

Blackburn BB2 6DF

24 play OLD BLACKS
for O B s’ IN BRIEF

golf 
trophies

I
I
X
1

Twenty-four Old Blackbum
ians took part in  the annual 
Old Blackbumians' golf competi
tion, '  inch was held at Black
bum  Golf Club ->n June 4.

T he Judge Walmysley Cup for 
the best nett score was won by 
M r Roger Smethurst (1955-62) 
with 85-14-71. The runner-up 
on a card play-off was M r F. H. 
Duckworth (1933-39), captain of 
Blackbum G olf Club with 
85-12-73.

The winner of the Sir Gilbert 
Gerrard Cup for the best gross 
score was M r George Tooms, 
with 80.

M r Smethurst and M r Tooms 
are both members of Wilpshire 
Golf Club.

Yorkshire
supper

evening
More than 30 Old Blackbum

ians and their wives attended the 
annual supper evening of the 
Yorkshire branch of the Old 
Blackbumians* Association at the 
Ainsty Hotel, York, on May 1.

M r Guy Shuttleworth pre
sided, said grace, proposed the 
loyal toast, and welcomed the 
guests. M r Douglas Coulson 
responded.

iS o a e  p resent w ere: M r and  M r* D . 
J. C o u ito n ; M r and M ra H . K in g ; M r 
and M n  D . W . S haw ; M r and  M r* P. 
R onaon; M r and M r* R. A. M ayo; M r 
and M n  J. D . T . R id ing ; M r and M r*
D . M . C unliffe; M r and M r* C. R iley ; 
M r and M ra K. C hadw ick ; M r and Mr*
E. W ent; M r and  M r* J. A dam *; M r and 
M r* A. M oore; M r and  M r* C. W . 
H arvey ; M r and M r* A. M cC arro ll; and 
M r and M r* G . M. Shu ttlew orth .

T he branch will hold its 
annual supper evening next year 
on May 7.

M r Darryl David (1957-67),
I who has been studying at the 

London Drama Centre for the 
past three years, completed his 
course in July and started work 
almost ot once.

He began rehearsals at the 
! Gateway T heatre, Chester, in 

August, playing the juvenile lead 
in “ The Busybody.” He also 
had two small character parts in 
“ Under Milk Wood.”

Blackbum town council gave 
I £2,000 to the Queen Elizabeth’s 

Grammar School Quatercenten- 
> ary appeal fund in August. The 

fund, with a target of £120,000, 
now stands at £116,500.

The Rev William Hope (1920
. 27) was appointed an examining 
! chaplain to the Bishop o f Black- 
j bum  in April. M r Hope is vicar 

of Euxton, near Chorley.

D r D. V. Maudsley (1950-59) 
has been appointed to a research 
post in the department of physics 
applied to medicine at the 
Middlesex Hospital, London.

Mrs Mary Portno, who teaches 
French at Queen Elizabeth’s, 

i was appointed a magistrate for 
Accrington in July.

M r John S. Singleton (1931
33) was elected chairman of the 
Manchester branch of the Chart
ered Auctioneers and Estate 
Agents’ Institute on May 4.

Sir Benjamin Ormerod (1903
07) was one of three members of 
the Privy Council appointed to 
hear in April a schoolmaster’s 
appeal against the rejection by 
London University of his thesis 
for a doctrate of philosophy. 
The appeal was dismissed.

WEDDINGS

Partner in firm 
of stockbrokers

M r David Baxter (1951-57) 
was appointed a partner in 
Heslop and Hindle, stockbrokers, 
of Willow Street, Accrington, 

1 last month.
He has been with the firm for 

three yeans, and previously work
ed in the cost accountancy de
partment of the Carborundum 

, Co. L td ., of Clayton-le-Moors.

K eith  Bow*kiU (1959-64) and  B arbara 
A nne Roie, w halley  Pariah C h u rch , 
in M arch.

A lan U p to n  (1959-65) and  Carole E liza
beth  G leave, H ollin  Bank M in io n , 
B lackburn , in  April.

A nthony  John  R ob in ion  (1956-64) and 
Patricia Eileen W alm aley, S t S ila i1 
C h u rch , B lackburn , in April.

John  Brunakill (1947-52) and S tella 
O 'C o n n o r, S t M ary 'a  C h u rch , Bacup, 
in April.

P eter W ilaon Aakew (1955-67) and 
Eileen W ood C unn ingham , S t P au l’a 
C h u rch , B lackpool, in  May.

John  Russell H arw ood (1958-65) and 
M arlene D avie*, S t A ndrew ’a C h u rch ,

I
CJeveleya, in  June.

Iain  Berry (1959-66) and C arol H atch , 
C hu rch  ol the Saviour, B lackburn , in  
June.

D avid John  H alatead (1957-65) and 
A nn Irene  Sym cox, S t M a ry 'i 
C h u rch , M ellor, in Ju ly .

I
T hom aa K eith  S ou thw orth  (1948-54) 

and Sherley N o rth  Lewi*, a t F arn - 
borough , K en t, in July.

Jamea Roger Holme* (1958-65) and 
Pam ela E lizabeth  R edm ayne, S t 
A ndrew 'a C hu rch , P en rith , in  July.

Jeffrey Aatley (1958-65) ,’nd H elen 
L om ai, C en tral M ethod iat C hu rch . 
M elton  M ow bray, in Auguat.
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M r Jack Lee, an Old Black

burnian who has a wealth of 
experience in international labour 
relations, was appointed during 
the summer to a senior position 
with a leading firm of manage
ment consultants.

On July 5 he became overseas 
adviser for industrial and human 
re1 i t  ions to Inbucon L td ., one of 
the largest British-based m an
agement consultancy and ser
vices groups. His new appoint
ment followed his retirement 
from Shell International, where 
he had been in charge of inter
national labour affairs for nearly 
21 years.

M r Lee was bom  in Blackbum 
in 1914, and his father still lives at 
123 Accrington Road. He attend-

Jack Lee joins Inbucon
ed Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar 
School from 1925 to 1933 and 
won a scholarship to St Edmund 
Hall, Oxford, where he read 
Spanish and French and took his 
BA honours degree in 1936. He 
received his MA degree in 1941.

After a year as labour manager 
with an engineering firm at 
Deptford, he spent five years 
with Rootes as personnel man
ager. He was then invited by the 
Government to become labour 
adviser to the Indian jute mills 
association in Calcutta. Six 
years later he joined Shell.

Lifetime’s service 
to Scouting

M r Harold Burrows, who 
became a Scout when he was a 
boy at Queen Elizabeth’s, retired 
in June after more than 50 years’ 
service to the Scouting move
ment.

M r Burrows (1913-22) joined 
the School Scout troop in 1918, 
becoming leader of Lion patrol 
and winning his K ing’: Scout 
badge. He joined the Cathedral 
troop (now the Woodlands 
group) as assistant scoutmaster 
in 1922, and he became group 
scoutmaster in 1924.

From 1937 to 1960 he was
assistant county commissioner 
for training, and in 1960 he 
became deputy county com
missioner for North-east Lanca
shire. He has been acting county 
commissioner since 1967.

M r Burrows received the 
Certificate of M erit in 1935 and 
the Medal of M erit in 1938. 
He was awarded the Silver 
Acorn in 1951 and the Silver 
W olf— the highest award in 
Scouting — in 1957.

For many years he worked for 
the establishment of a permanent 
Scout camp site at Bowlcy, Great 
Harwood, and the site was 
opened in 1968. The project 
has cost £34,000.

Mr Burrows

M r Burrows, a chartered 
accountant, lives in West Park 
Road, Blackbum. He was secre
tary of the Old Blackbumians’ 
Association from 1935 to 1967, 
and he is also a past president 
of Blackbum Rotary Club.

A service to start school year
By HARRY KING

A service at the opening of the 
new school year was held in 
Blackbum Cathedral on T hurs
day, September 3, 1970.

Following the reopening of 
the north and south transepts it 
was possible, for the first time for 
several years, to accommodate 
the whole School (except H om - 
cliffe), which marched in pro
cession from the School to the 
Cathedral.

Governors, old boys, and 
parents helped to fill the Cath

edral to capacity and im ki the 
service a memorable and inspir
ing occasion.

The service was conducted by 
the Provost, the Very Rei 
Norman Robinson, a governor of 
the School, and the address was 
given by the Rev W. David 
Robinson, vicar o f St James’s, 
Blackbum, himself an old boy 
o f Queen Elizabeth’s.

It is intended that this service 
will replace the one traditionally 
held on the morning of Speech 
Day.

M r Lee’s knowledge and ex
perience of international indus
trial and human relations are 
probably unparallelled. He has 
worked in more than 60 countries 
and for the past 17 years he has 
been a regular attender at the 
International Labour Organisa
tion’s annual conference in G en
eva. He has been a member of 
the Government’s Overseas Lab
our Consultative Committee 
since it was formed.

His humanity, common sense, 
and N orthern directness have 
made him a long-standing friend 
and unofficial adviser to many 
Cabinet Ministers both in Bri
tain and overseas, and he is well 
known in the field o f labour 
relations throughout the world 
—specially in Europe, Africa, 
South-east Asia, and the Carib
bean.

D uring the last four years— 
the last two as president of the 
Institute of Personnel Manage
ment—he has addressed em
ployers’ associations in more than 
a dozen countries. He is a 
member of the Council of the 
Industrial Society, and he also 
serves on the executive com
mittee of the Overseas Em 
ployers’ Federation.

M r Lee has been a keen 
sportsman all his life: his games 
are football and tennis, and he is 
also a swimmer. At School he 
played football and cricket and 
was captain of association foot
ball before he went to Oxford, 
where he gained his football blue, 
playing for the university 
throughout his time there.

He is a member o f the 
Corinthian Casuals, and he play
ed for England against Germany 
at Wembley in 1937. For three 
years he was on the books of 
Blackbum Rovers as an amateur. 
He recalls: “  My last match for 
the Rovers was the famous—or 
infamous—FA Cup tie when 
Aecrington Stanley beat the Blue 
and Whites I It was a match 
I ’ll never forget.”

M r Lee’s wife, Kay, is from 
Blackbum, and her two brothers 
were also at Queen Elizabeth’s : 
M r James Bames from 1926 to
1932 and M r Richard Grimshaw 
Barnes from 1937 to 1942. Both 
arc directors o f the family firm 
of Bames Brothers L td ., calico 
bleachers, of W hitebirk, Black
bum .

M r and Mrs Lee live at 
Meadway, Danes Close, Oxshott, 
Surrey.
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J OLD BLACKS AROUND THE WORLD
After three years of adventur

ous wandering, M r lan McQuirk 
(1955-63) is still far from satisfy
ing his thirst for travel.

After leaving Queen Eliza
beth’s M r McQuirk worked as a 
draughtsman for several years. 
Then he decided to see a bit of 
the world, and since then he has:

Wanderer determined 
to see the world

Spent two winter seasons work
ing on Scottish ski slopes ; 

Driven across France in a Land- 
Rover and worked there as a 
professional photographer ; 

Travelled through other parts 
o f Europe ;

Sailed a yacht in the Irish Sea; 
and

Helped to rebuild a ramshackle 
cottage in Pembrokeshire. 
And that’s not all. T he last 

we heard, he was planning tc 
spend the winter ski season 
working in Norway.

M r McQuirk first developed 
a taste for travel in the winter of 
1967 after a two-week climbing 
holiday in Scotland. “ I returned 
to Blackburn and couldn’t settle,” 
he told the Lancashire Evening 
Telegraph in June.

W ithin a week he and a friend 
had bought a Land-Rover and 
left England. “ We travelled all 
over France and ended up at 
Chamonix, where I worked for a 
while as a photographer.”

Later, with another friend, 
M r McQuirk set sail in a yacht 
from Milford Haven. It took 
them two days to sail to Holy
head, and then Force 7 gales and 
15ft waves hit them.

“ I don’t think I have ever 
been so frightened,” said M r 
McQuirk. “ I really believed 
the end had come.

“ W hen things had calmed 
down we set off for Preston, but 
the wind changed and we ended 
up in the Isle o f Man. The T T  
races were on, so we stayed 
for them, then sailed back to 
Lytham .”

M r McQuirk has no immediate 
plans for a permanent job, but he 
nopes eventually to make a 
career in business management.

Insurance plan
Old Blackbumians with young 

children may be interested to

hear of a scheme of insurance 
designed to meet the costs of 
private education.

T he plan provides for capital 
roughly equal to the total fees 
payable to be invested in assur
ance policies in such a way as to 
secure maximum tax and invest
ment advantages. T he invest
ment is made o v l t  a longer 
period than that for which fees 
are required, maximum benefits 
being gained when the scheme is 
effected as early as possible in 
the child’s life. This ilso has the 
attraction of spreading the cost 
over a much longer period.

Fees are paid direct to the 
parent on request annually from 
the start of the fee-paying period. 
T he plan is not tied to any 
particular school, and it does not 
guarantee a place at any school.

U nder the plan the cost of 
school fees would be roughly 
halved. And even if the parent 
eventually decides not to educate 
his child privately he still has an 
excellent policy in hand.

T he editor of M a g is t e r  would 
be glad to hear from any Old 
Blackbumians interested in such 
a scheme.

Useful tongue
There is a strong case for that 

method of teaching languages 
which requires the teacher to 
speak throughout each lesson in 
nothing but the language con
cerned. Certain common phrases 
thus become familiar to the 
pupils—“Close the door” , “Open 
the window” , “ Pay attention” , 
and, perhaps more so than most, 
“ Shut up ’, “ Be quiet!” , and 
“ Silence!”

Like most lessons, it bears 
fruit in later life. One Old Black 
was staying not so long ago at a 
London hotel which had the 
misfortune to be invaded by a 
chattering tourist party of teen
age French schoolgirls.

It was after midnight when he 
was awakened by shrill tongues 
and clacking heels in the corridor. 
His French was not good, but he 
leaped from bed, flung open the 
door, and with an accent tuned to 
fine perfection by years of atten
tive tuition at Queen Elizabeth’s, 
bellowed: "Taisez-vous s’il vous 
p la it! On ne peul pas dormir!”

T he effect was dramatic. 
Silence. Instant, immediate 
silence.

T hen, frightened and subdued, 
a hurried scuffling away into

bedrooms and quiet closing of 
doors.

It is a mistake to see the 
benefits o f classroom French 
solely in terms of examination 
credits; in this case it secured for 
one man a good night s sleep— a 
pleasure not to b '  valued lightly!

London club
Facilities at the Public Schools 

Club in London are available to 
all members o f the Old Black
bum ians’ Association. The club 
is situated at 100 Piccadilly, W .I., 
and in addition to luncheon and 
dining facilities, overnight ac
commodation is available for 
members at very reasonable 
prices.

T he clubrooms comprise a bar, 
smoking room, dining room, 
television and writing rooms, 
together with a ladies’ annexe 
with a separate entrance in 
Whitehorse Street. There is an 
active club golfing society, and 
under reciprocal arrangements 
members may use the squash 
courts o f the Naval and Military 
Club at 94 Piccadilly.

Full details, a club brochure, 
and forms of application for 
membership are available from 
the club.

T he attention of school leavers 
is particularly drawn to the 
special junior membership, under 
which on reaching the age of 18 
and within six months of leaving 
school, for a single payment of 
£7  7s benefits o f full member
ship are covered for seven years.

M elbourne dinner
The dinner which the English 

PuMic Schools Association of 
Victoria was planning to hold 
last April had to  be postponed 
and was eventually held on 
June 2. More than 120 members 
and guests attended, represent
ing 51 schools.

‘ N ew sle tter' no m ore
Publication of the annual 

Old Blackbumians’ Newsletter 
has been discontinued. The 
Newsletter first appeared 14 
years ago.

Your OWN
newspaper

'  L a n ca sh ire  . -  1

Evening Telegraph]
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r m Two take charge of 
Liverpool branches 
of Midland Bank

Mr Boyes

Assistant 
with Ribble 
in Kendal

M r Eric Boyes, who attended 
Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar 
School from 1954 to 1961, was 
appointed assistant northern area 
superintendent of Ribble Motor 
Services Ltd. in May. He was 
previously assistant to the traffic 
manager of the Aldershot and 
District Traction Co. Ltd.

From Queen Elizabeth’s M r 
Boyes went to  the University 
College of Wales at Aberystwyth, 
where he read history and grad
uated BA in 1965.

He then spent two years as a 
trainee with Southdown M otor 
Services L td., based in Brighton, 
and he joined the Aldershot 
company in 1967.

In his new post with Ribble, 
he is based in Kendal and helps 
to  supervise Ribble depots in 
Carlisle, Penrith, Ambleside, 
Ulverston, Grange-over-Sands, 
Lancaster, Ingleton, and More
cambe, as well as in Kendal 
itself.

M r Boyes is married and has 
a baby son. He is a graduate 
member of the Institute of 
Transport, and is keenly inter
ested in old motor vehicles and 
travel.

Two old boys of Queen Eliza
beth’s Grammar School were 
promoted managers with the 
Midland Bank in Liverpool dur
ing the summer. In April M r 
Rex Catterall Trickett (1939-43) 
was appointed manager of the 
Broad Green branch, and in 
June M r Harry William Haworth 
(1935-40) became manager of the 
Princes Road branch.

M r Haworth joined the M id
land Bank at Chorley in 1941 
and later transferred to the King 
Street branch, Manchester. In
1960 he was appointed second 
officer at Shaw, and he later 
worked in a similar capacity at 
the Allerton Road branch, Liver- 

1 pool. He was appointed account
ant at Rhyl in 1966, and he has 
returned to Liverpool in his first 
managerial position.

M r Haworth, who is married 
and has a son and a daughter, 
lives at 12 Delph Lane, Aughton, 
near Ormskirk. He plays golf 
and enjoys crown green bowling, 
and his family are members of 
the local Congregational church.

M r Trickctt joined the M id
land Bank at Clitheroe in 1944 
and served in the Royal Navy 
from 1946 to 1948. He worked 
at the bank’s Blackbum and 
Bootle branches before being 
transferred in 1959 to the head 
office in London.

In 1961 he was appointed 
[ assistant accountant at the Ches

ter branch and in 1964 account- 
I ant at the Crewe branch, where 
' he remained for three years.

Mr Haworth

Before taking up his post at 
Broad Green he was deputy 
assistant manager of the Dale 
Street branch, Liverpool.

He is married- with threo sons, 
and lives at 25 Larkhill Lane, 
Freshfield, Formby. He is 
honorary treasurer of the paro
chial church council at St Peter’s 
Church, Formby, and is a mem
ber of several clubs, including 
the Artists’ Club, Liverpool, 
Freshfield Bowling Club, Form- 
by Round Table Past Members’ 
Club, and the Caravan Club.

His younger brother, M r 
Derek George Trickett (1943-48) 
an executive officer in the Civil 
Service, lives in Blackbum and 
plays cricket for Cherry Tree.

Accountant serves on 
institute’s council

Mr and Mrs Sharpies 
have twin boys

Mrs Thelma Sharpies, wife of 
M r Ken Sharpies (1944-51) gave 
birth on March 5 to twin boys, 
James (51b 7oz) and Edward 
(31b 14oz).

M r and Mrs Sharpies, who 
live at 36 Southlands Drive, 
Orpington, K ent, already have 
a daughter, Amanda, aged 5. 
M r Sharpies works for the Bank 
of England.

M r William X Roland Slater, 
accountant of Blackbum Trustee 
Savings Bank, was elected in 
March to serve as North-western 
area representative on the Coun
cil of the Savings Banks Institute 

M r Slater attended Queen 
Elizabeth’s from 1936 to 1940 

, and joined the staff of Blackbum 
1 Trustee Savings Bank as a clerk 

when he left School. He was 
manager of the Higher Eanam 
branch in Blackbum from 1953

* to 1956 and of the Clitheroe 
J  branch from 1956 to 1960. He 

bccame the bank’s accountant 
in 1 vo9.

T he Savings Banks Institute is 
the educational and examining

body for the staffs of trustee sav
ings banks throughout Britain. 
M r Slater has been a member 
since it was founded in 1948 and 
was chairman of the N orth Lan
cashire branch, covering Black
bum , Preston, Wigan, and Chor
ley savings banks, from 1965 to
1967.

M r Slater, who is married and 
has two children, lives at 5 East 
Park Avem'~, Blackbum, He is 
a Bachelor o f Commerce (Lon
don), an associate of the Chart
ered Institute of Secretaries, an 
associate of the Institute of 
Bankers, and an associate of the 
Savings Banks Institute. His son, 
Peter, now attends Queen 
Elizabeth’s.

Dr Fawcett 
appointed 
professor 

at Toronto
D r Eric Fawcett became pro

fessor of physics at Toronto 
University in April. He was 
previously engaged on research 
at the Bell Telephone Labora
tories at M urray Hill, New 
Jersey.

D r Fawcett attended Queen 
Elizabeth’s Grammar School 
from 1939 to 1946 and was 
iwarded the Lewis Bounty by 
the governors in 1947.

One of the most vivid mem
ories of his schooldays is the 
stimulating and vigorous teach
ing of D r Frank Tyler: “ I should 
like to emphasise my debt to 
him ,” he says. “  He inspired and 
encouraged my interest in 
physics.”

D r Fawcett won a State 
scholarship bu ' did not take it up, 
since he had already gained a 
major open scholarship to Clare 
College, Cambridge. After two 
years’ national service in the 
Royal Navy he went up to  Cam
bridge, and during his time at 
the university he rowed for his 
college.

He graduated in 1951 with a 
first-class PA honours degree in 
the natural science tripos, major
ing in physics. He received his 
MA degree in 1952 and was 
awarded his PhD degree in 1954, 
after three years’ research at the 
Royal Society M ond Laboratory 
at Cambridge.

He spent two years in Ottawa 
as a post-doctrate fellow with the 
National Research Council of 
Canada, and on his return to 
Britain he pursued research in 
metal physics for five years at the 
Royal Radar Establishment, 
Malvern.

He joined the staff of the Bell 
Telephone Laboratories in 1961, 
and for eight months in 1967 he 
was a visiting professor at the 
Ecole Normale Supirieure in the 
University of Paris.

He is married, with a son and 
two daughters, and likes chess, 
tennis, and playing the piano.

His older brother, M r Harold 
Roy Fawcett (1933-39), a senior 
officer in H M  Customs and 
Excise, died in December, 1966, 
aged 44.

Stretford constable
M r Keith Bowskill (1959-64) 

has joined the police as a con
stable at Stretford. He was 
previously a cashier w ith the 

1 National W estminster Bank, 
Blackbum.
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Keen training keeps Old Blacks in
T h e  O ld  B l a c k b u r n i a n s ’ 

Association Football Club has 
once again had a successful year 
on the field, by adding the firit 
eleven n-rae to the record books 
by retaining 'he  championship 
of the Lancashire Amateur Lea- 
gut N orth Section for thu 
second year in succession.

The Old Blacks are fast getting 
a reputation in the LAL for 
producing cliff hanger finishes in 
the league and the individual 
games.

T he championship was in fact 
won by defeating Burnley Belve
dere at Burnley 1—0 in the very 
last match of the season on the 
evening of May 5. While this 
may seem to be leaving matters 
a little late, the situation was 
even more tense than usual as 
Belvedere had an equal number 
of points to the Old Blacks and 
whichever side triumphed in 
the match triumphed in the 
league.

T he game was keen and hard 
fought, with the Old Blacks 
containing the opposition in the 
first half when kicking up a 
slight slope. There was no score 
at half time but despite some 
legs which were tiring our team 
stuck to its task without faltering 
or panicking because of the lack 
of goals.

Fifteen minutes from time 
Shepherd (S), lurking quietly on 
the wing, collected the ball and 
burst through the Belvedere 
defence and hit a fine shot past 
the goalkeeper. The opposition 
began to wilt at this stage and

champion form
By KEITH SHARPLES

the Old Blacks retained the lead 
until full time.

A great deal of the credit for 
this success can be attributed to 
Brian Hardcastle, the first eleven 
skipper. His approach to the 
game is full of enthusiasm and 
hard work which inspires his 
team and the other three teams 
in the club. Throughout the late 
summer and all the football 
season, Brian organises training 
sessions which prove invaluable 
to the club’s success.

We start the season fitter, and 
the record of 13 goals scored in 
the first four matches last season

entered for the FA Amateur 
Cup and the Lancashire Amateur 
Cup. Unfortunately the team 
did not pass the qualifying 
round in the former or the first 
round in the latter, although the 
club has a good cup record. 
The Lancashire Amateur Cup 
was won in seasons 1946-47 and 
1949-50, and recent seasons 
have seen good runs in this 
competition.

The FA Amateur Cup is a 
different proposition, as there are 
one qualifying round and six 
preliminary rounds to negotiate 
before coming to the first round

OLD BLACKBURNIANS’ AFC, 1969-70
P W D A Pts

First team . .  
Second team 
T hird team 
Fourth team

24 . .  15 . .  5 . .  4 . .  52 . .  31 . .  35
24 . .  12 . .  2 . .  10 . .  70 . .  59 . .  26
22 . .  10 . .  2 . .  10 . .  41 . .  56 . .  22
24 . .  6 . .  3 . .  15 . .  46 . .  65 . .  15

seems to indicate that the Old 
Blacks arc going at full steam 
for th>. beginning of the season. 
Also after lay-offs for bad weather 
these sessions keep the players 
ticking over and up to peak 
fitness.

Each season the first eleven is

proper, and the first round is the 
1 ght of our ambition.

The second, third, and fourth 
teams arc as much a part of the 
club as the first eleven, althrugh 
they may not attract any outside 
publicity. The fourth ttam  has 
for many years boasted the finest

The cham pions : the Old Blacks' team  that retained the cham pionship  in
May. Left to right, back row : D uerdcn, Upton, Horrocks, Hudson, Snape, 
Partington ; front row : Shepherd, H ardcastlc, T attersall, M cN am ee, Howarth.

team spirit and sportsmanship 
in the club- liberally sprinkled 
with seme robust play no doubt.

It is the effort put in by the 
scconds, thirds, and fourths which 
breeds our success. Each player 
really wants to play in the team 
above and the chances arise 
through injury or lack of form 
from time to time.

The second eleven plays in 
Lancashire Amateur League 
Division 1 (Reserves), in wtuch 
it has a fine record, but last 
season was one of its poorer 
efforts when it came sixth in the 
league, a place which some clubs 
would be more than pleased to 
hold. The players are very 
confident that 1970-71 will be 
the turning point and the 
pendulum will be on the up
swing again.

T he third eleven, in Division 
3A, showed themselves to  he a 
useful rruddle-of-the-table side, 
despite having to supply players 
to the senior sides as replace
ments for the injured.

Another victim of the injury 
and the backword is the fourth 
eleven, who on Monday evenings 
after the selection committee 
look so strong but on Saturday 
afternoon bear little resemblance 
to the hopes of the selectors. 
T his side in Division 3B play a 
good standard of football with 
great determination and are well 
respected by all opposing teams.

Colin Duerdcn, first team goal
keeper, played in every matuh 
last season and he was the only

glayer in the club to do so. 
rian Hardcastlc and Roger 

Howarth, of the first eleven, 
made 22 appearances; Roger 
Horrocks and T erry Barton 21.

T he top goalscorer in the club 
was E. Wilkinson, with 19 goals 
from 20 appearances, which is 
quite remarkable, particularly as 
he spent the last weeks of the 
season with a broken wrist which 
he suffered whilt kicking in 
before a match. He went on to 
play and scored a hat-trick—and 
th ;n  he went to hospital !

His nearest rival, Peter Riley, 
scored 14 goals after 23 games. 
Roger Howarth scored 12 for the 
first eleven and numerous other 
highly competent forwards scored 
10s and 9s. T he goals, of course, 
may very well have been scored 
while players were playing for 
any of the four teams.

In addition to the league and 
cup competitions mentioned, the 
Old Blackbumians have since 
1967 organised a pre-reason 
seven-a-side competition played 
between clubs who arc members 
o f the LAL N orth Section.

The club has been very gener
ously helped in promoting this 
event by the generosity of M r W. 
Crumblehulme, of Bolton, who
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Films and dances, too
has donated a fine trophy which 
is presented to the winners. The 
trophy is known as the Tommy 
Whewell Trophy after the fam
ous Old Blackburnian footballer 
who before the war rose to the 
heights when he captained the 
England Amateur XI. Tommy 
Whewell was extremely popular 
both on and off the field and it 
was a great loss when he lost his 
life during the war. The trophy, 
therefore, is a very suitable 
memorial.

The competition takes up the 
Saturday afternoon and evening 
prior to the league programme 
commencing and is played on a 
World Cup basis in that the 
winners of four small leagues go 
forward into a knock-out com
petition. The rules of play are 
identical to eleven-a-side, but 
the off-side rule is omitted. The 
result is crisp, exciting football. 
No team dares to give goals away 
and yet, as the winners will 
eventually have played 200 m in
utes’ football, players must con
serve as much energy as possible.

T he winners since 1967 have 
been clubs near the top of 
Division 1, which indicates that 
the more skilful sides will event
ually come out on top rather than 
the bash-and-brawn men. Old 
Boltonians won in 1967 and the 
Old Blacks in 1968. Southport 
Amateurs won in 1969, and on 
August 29 Old Boltonians won 
the trophy once again.

T he Old Blacks have provided 
Lancashire Amateur League 
clubs with the opportunity of a 
pre-season get-together, and they 
have provided all those who are 
interested enough to come along 
with a superb football feast and 
an event started and finished in 
one day.

A GM , 1970
The annual general meeting 

of the club was held at Lammack 
on May 20, and was one of the 
most poorly attended in the 
club’s history.

The chairman, M r K. V. 
Newton, opened the meeting and 
h iard  the apologies from those 
unable to attend. The previous 
year’s minutes were read and 
approved.

T he chairman then presented 
his annual report, which em
braced all the activities of the 
club. He said that he was partic
ularly pleased with the first 
eleven having done so well. 
He went on to point out that the 
club at present was primarily a 
football club and that this must 
not be forgotten, but at the same 
time any other sporting activities 
would be welcomed and sup
ported.

But if the sporting side of the 
d u b  thrived, he said, he could

not at present be too enthusi
astic about the overall adminis
tration. Owing to the many 
changes in various departments 
of the club the well-oiled mach
inery of the past had been parti
ally replaced by new and was 
gradually being run in, but he 
carried on to express his hopes 
for a bright future.

T he club accounts were adop
ted and the finance committee, 
headed by the treasurer, M r 
Iain Newton, answered a variety 
of questions from the floor.

Despite the poor attendance 
there were plenty of nominations 
for committee places and the 
voters were made to put in some 
serious thought before reaching 
any decisions.

The annual item of subscrip
tions came in for a good deal of 
questioning, but the outgoing 
and re-elected committee was 
able to persuade those present 
that an increase to £1 15s with 
a concession for early payment 
was justified.

Any other business produced 
some lively discussion covering 
subjects ranging from the regul
arity of committee members’ 
attendances to fruit machine 
income and hiring out the club- 
room.

SOCIAL
Football clubs cost money to 

run—much more money than 
the subscriptions bring in, and 
consequently many methods of 
raising funds are tried.

The dances which have been a 
regular feature at the club for 
some years provide excellent 
entertainment for members and 
their guests. The appeal o f these 
dances is varied from time to 
time to please all tastes.

The massive barbecue, now a

favourite annual event, was 
organised again this summer in 
a large marquee at Lammack. 
The music for dancing was 
supplied by a jazz b ind  and a 
group. Amateur chefs kept up a 
non-stop supply of suitably 
barbecued food for the several 
hundred people in attendance 
and we believe vast am runts of 
liquid refreshments were con
sumed to keep the dancers cool.

In direct contrast to the 
barbecue, our new social secre
tary, M r Bob Hornsby, organised 
a very fine dance in August on a 
formal basis and with a restric
tion on the numbers attending. 
The music was more sedate and 
the food more delicate and not 
only was an enjoyable evening 
had by all but there have been 
many requests for more.

During the winter there will 
be a variety of dances and also a 
short series of films will be shown 
and several more plans are on 
the drawing board waiting to be 
announced.

In addition to the organised 
events which appear regularly 
the club is open at present on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
evenings, and also from 1.30 p.m. 
on Saturday.

C LU B R O O M
On nights when the club is not 

open the room is available for 
hire to private parties.

The facilities available are the 
room, a bar, and use of the 
steward. There is a large kitchen 
from which a full-scale dinner or 
a buffet can be served. There is 
also a large, floodlit car park.

Details of hire rates and dates 
available may be obtained from 
the secretary.

THE MEN 
WHO RUN 
THE CLUB

T he names of committee mem
bers very often mean little to 
those seeing them and to remedy 
this a little we are giving Delow 
the names of all the football 
club committee members and 
their functions.

W. K. Forbes (president). The 
founder of LAL Northern 
Section takes a keen and 
active interest in all club 
affairs.

K. V. Newton (chairman). A 
former first XI goalkeeper who 
keeps the committee in work
ing order.

M. T. J. Bolton (vice-chairman 
£  and team secretary). One of 

the characters of the club, 
responsible for seeing that 
four full teams turn  out each 
week.

D. J. Forbes (secretary). Re
sponsible for general adminis
tration and football fixtures.

T . Cave (treasurer). Guardian 
of the cash; a former secretary. 

N. K. Sharpies (press secretary). 
Author o f a monthly club 
news-sheet of doubtful literary 
merit and weekly press reports; 
a former treasurer and sec
retary.

P. Browne. Chairman of the bar 
committee.

R. H ornby . Chairman of the 
social committee.

G. J. H ebden . Chairman of the 
ground committee.

J. D. Newton. Chairman of the 
development com m ittee; a 
former treasurer.

R. Sm ith . Chairman of the 
membership committee.

E. W ilkinson. Chairman of the 
football committee; respons
ible for selection and training.

D. Cox. Chairman of the house 
committee; responsible for 
keeping the clubhouse in 
good repair and working order.

B. H ard castlc  (club captain). 
First XI football captain; 
responsible for training and 
football policy on the field.

P. T. Pearson. Working member 
of ground and house com
mittees.

G. Shepherd. A newcomer 
threading his way through the 
m ize; currently with the social 
committee.

P . Sloan. A cornerstone of the 
bar committee.

S. T a r t .  An enthusiastic worker 
with the social committee.

O LD BLACKBURNIANS’ A SSO CIA TIO N  FO OTBALL CLUB 

A PPLICA TIO N  FOR FU LL/SO CIA L* M EM BERSHIP

Full name ................ .........................................................  ... ....................
(M r, M rs, Miss)

Private address _________________________________________ __

O ccupation___________________________________________ _______

Full members—years at School......  Age (if under 21)______

I desire to become a Full/Social member of the Old Black
bum ians’ Association Football Club and if  elected agree to be 
bound by the rules of the club at all times.

Signed .......... - ................................... .......................... D a te ............. .......

Proposed __________________________________________

Seconds*'

N.B.—The proposer and seconder must be Full members of 
the club.

* Delete as appropriate.
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Mr Blackburn leaves Parliament
Mr  Fred Blackburn retired 

from Parliament at the Dissolu
tion in  May after 19 years as MP 
for the Stalybridge and Hyde 
division of Cheshire.

M r Blackburn, who is 68, was 
born at Mellor and attended 
Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar 
School from 1914 to 1920.

He completed his education at 
St John’s College, Battersea, and 
Manchester University, where he 
gained the degree of B.Com.

He chose teaching as his career 
and served in  a number of schools 
before joining the staff of the 
N orth M anchester Grammar 
School in 1928 as languages

and careers master.
For 10 years he was a member 

of Middleton town council, and 
for four years of that time he was 
chairman of the education com
mittee. At the same period he 
was chairman of the Labour 
Party and the Fabian Society at 
M iddleton, and he published

f,

D r D avies

Dr Davies retires 
after 33 years’ 
research with ICI

D r Robert Ronald Davies, an 
associate research manager of 
Imperial Chemical Industries 
Dyestuffs Division, retired on 
March 13 after a total of more 
than 33 years’ service with the 
company.

D r Davies attended Queen 
Elizabeth’s Grammar School 
from 1927 to 1932 and was among 
the first pupils at the School of 
D r Frank Tyler. “  He greatly 
inspired me when he first came 
into the School,” says D r Davies.

D r Davies originally intended 
to study medicine, but the cotton 
crisis of the late 1920s altered his 
domestic circumstances and in 
October, 1932, he joined IC I 
Dyestuffs Division research de
partment as a laboratory assistant.

In July, 1936, after almost four 
years with IC I, he joined L. B. 
Holliday and Co. L td ., aniline 
dye manufacturers, of Hudders
field. He remained with that 
firm until June, 1939, when he 
became a chemist and manager 
with Arthol L td ., perfume ess
ence manufacturers, of Chester, 
where he spent just over a year.

D r Davies rejoined IC I Dye- 
stuffs Division in August, 1940, 
as a technical officer in the re
search depanm ent at Hudders
field, and he spent the next 11 
years there on research projects.

He worked on acid and basic 
dyes, diverse novel intermediates, 
and azoics, and in his spare time 
he continued research with D r H.
H. Hodgson at Huddersfield 
Technical College. This work 
had already, in 1939, gained him 
an MSc, and in 1944 he was 
awarded his PhD. Both qualific

ations, like the BSc he had gained 
in 1937, were London University 
external degrees.

In  1951 D r Davies was trans
ferred to the research department 
at Blackley, M anchester, as group 
leader in charge of research on 
azo dyes for cotton. Five years 
later he was promoted section 
leader of the azo colours specul
ative section.

D uring his time in the research 
department at Blackley, D r 
Davies undertook work aimed at 
improving the Dyestuffs Divi
sion’s technical status in the cell- 
ulosic dyes field, and he was in
volved in  the development of the 
division’s revolutionary “Pro- 
cion” dyes, the world’s first fibre- 
reactive dyes for cotton, which 
were introduced in 1956. Further 
advances in “ Procion” dyes have 
since been made by his team, 
and they have also made major 
advances in dyes for synthetic 
fibres.

In  1962 D r Davies became 
research manager in charge of 
research on dyestuffs, pigments, 
and colour photography. In 
November, 1966, he also assumed 
responsibility for the division 
experimental plant.

D r Davies is now devoting 
part of his time to technical 
writing. Shortly before his 
retirement he took a course in 
typing, and he chose as his 
farewell gift from his colleagues 
a pocket tape recorder and 
transcriber.

Although D r Davies is now 
mainly interested in writing, he 
has many other interests—music . 
chess, swimming (“ in warm 
water” ), colour photography, and

archaeology, w ith  his interest in 
archaeology comes something 
not generally associated with a 
scientist—a deep interest in 
history, particularly that of 
Greece and Crete.

D r Davies and his wife, who 
live at 26 Alkrington Hall Road 
South, Middleton, Manchester, 
have two children—a son who 
is a surgeon, and a married 
daughter.

books on local government re
form and a biography of George 
Tomlinson. He was appointed a 
Lancashire county magistrate 
in 1940.

M r Blackburn first stood for 
Parliament in 1950 as Labour 
candidate in a three-cornered 
contest at Macclesfield but lost 
to Air Commodore A. V. (now 
Sir Arthur) Harvey (C), who 
retained the seat with a majority 
of 6,562.

In 1951 M r Blackburn stood 
again, this time in the Staly
bridge and Hyde division, and 
held the seat for Labour with 
the slender majority of 298 in a 
straight fight against Colonel 
(now Sir) Douglas Glover (C).

M r Blackbum has been re
elected at every general election 
since then. His majority fell to 
155 in 1955, but rose to 1,423 in 
1959 and 3,425 in 1964. He was 
re-elected for the last time in 
1966 with a majority of 5,821.

During his time in Parliament 
M r Blackburn has taken a 
particular interest in matters 
concerned with procedure. For 
some time he was a member of 
the Speaker’s panel of chairman.

M r Blackbum is married, and 
has two sons. He lives at 114 
Knutsford Road, Wilmslow, 
Cheshire.

The next M a g is t e r  w ill appear in 
the spring. A ll contributions should  
reach the editor by M arch 1, 1971.

THOMAS BRIGGS
(B L A C K B U R N )  LTD.

P R I N T E R S
B O O K B I N D E R S

S T A T I O  N E R S

C A T A L O G U E S  M A G A Z IN E S  B R O C H U R ES  POSTERS 

A C C O U N T  B O O K S  LO O S E-LE A F S H EETS  S T A T IO N E R Y

DUKE STREET • N0RTHGATE • BLACKBURN

TEL. 55651

M a g i c t b r  is ed ited  and  published  by  T hom as E dw ard  S harra tt, 4 9  K en tm ere  D rive, C herry  T ree , B lackburn* and  p rin ted  by  T hom as Briggs (B lackburn) L td ., 
D uke S tree t, B lackburn , for the  O ld B lackburn ians’ A ssociation. C opyrigh t O ld B lackbum ians’ A ssociation, 1970.
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We are the Champions r
Not only - 
But also

W e sta r t o ff  th e  n ew -lo o k  
fro n t p a g e  on  a w in n in g  
note:

NOT ONLY did the Old 
Blacks’ first eleven carry off 
the Lancashire A m ateur Lea
gue F irst D ivision title—for 
the third year in succession  
BUT ALSO clinched the 
aggregate trophy w ith the 
second eleven’s m agnificent 
effort, only m issing the First 
D ivision  R eserve title by one 
point, finishing third.

The club itse lf  com pleted a 
successful year both on and off 
the field w ith credits to the 
players and officials and full 
reports o f  the Old Blacks’ 
year can be found on page 11.

Pictured right are som e o f  
the lads keeping their eyes on 
the trophies they fought so 
hard to get; back row (left to 
right): B H ardcastle, w ith the 
C ham pionship Trophy, K 
Hudson, K V Newton (chair
m an), E W ilkinson, w ith the 
Aggregate Trophy. Front: C 
D uerden and P Sum ner.

P icture by courtesy o f  the 
Blackburn T im es.
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FOR A LL  Y O U R -  

P H O T O G R A P H IC  R EQ U IR E M EN T S

C I N E
&
STILL

M A IN  A G E N T S  FOR
LEITZ - ROLLEt - ZEISS 
NIKON - PENT AX - ETC - ETC

8mm. & 16mm. Amateur & Professional Cine Equipment

GORSE’S PHOTOGRAPHICS LTD.
SPECIALISTS IN  W ED D IN G S , POR TRAITS, 

C O M M ER C IA L A N D  IN D U S TR IA L  P H O TO G R A P H Y  
C O L O U R  OR  BLACK A N D  W H IT E

42-44, CHURCH STREET, BLACKBURN 
Telephone: 51682 and 62595

Hand it to Haydocks
FOR FIRST-CLASS LA U N D E R IN G  A N D  

D R Y -C LEA N IN G

V A N  A N D  S H O P  S E R V IC E  

Telephone Blackburn 48087 3 lines

S H O P S —

38 Preston N ew  Road 

46 New  Bank Road 

82 Copy N o o k  

46 W halley Banks

A N D  D R IV E - IN ’ A T  P L E C K G A T E  

R O A D , R A M S G R E A V E

TOM SHARRATT RETIRES

a s  m a g i s t e r  e d i t o r

Mr. Sharratt

Enthusiasm-

Dedication
M r  Tom Sharratt (1949-56), 

has had to relinquish the Editor
ship of M a g is t e r  because of 
pressure of work. He h is been 
appointed to a senior post as a 
sub-editor on the Guardian.

M r Sharratt has done sterling 
work with M a g is t e r  from its 
inception and says he has made 
many friends during the past 
seven years.

If you still possess a copy of 
M a g is t e r  number six issued in 
January 1966, you may there see 
a tribute to Tom Sharratt when 
promotoin first forced him to 
relinquish the Editorship of 
M a g is t e r .

“ We cannot praise too highly 
his enthusiasm, dedication to 
high standards and determination 
to make M a g is t e r  inject new 
life and growth into the Associ
ation.”

Now after returning to edit 
issues numbers 10 to 14, which 
showed even more markedly than 
before the qualities mentioned 
above, further promotion calls 
him away again. Everyone who 
has read and enjoyed M a g is t e r  
is indebted to Tom , to an extent 
which they can hardly realise 
unless fully aware of the many, 
many hours which he has spent 
collecting, revising and present
ing his news.

He did it because believes in 
M a g is t e r , believes in the Associ
ation which it helps to hold 
together.

From the rest of us, once 
again to Tom , our sincere thanks.

F.B. H.K. W.H.P.

Mr. D uckworth

We welcome a new Edi
tor to our 15th edition of 
“Magister” in Mr John 
F rederick  D uckw orth  
(1959-65), of Copy Nook. 
Blackburn.

M r Duckworth has been a 
reporter with the Lancashire 
Evening Telegraph for the past 
four years after originally enter
ing the world of advertising on 
leaving the Arts Sixth.

He took a Higher National 
Diploma course in business 
studies at Blackburn College of 
Technology and Design before 
joining the Telegraph’s pro
motions department.

He transferred to the editorial 
department after six months and 
is now based at the Accrington 
branch office.

He has had some humourous 
poems published and he says as 
with most journalists, he is in the 
middle of writing a book.

The first secretary of the Sixth 
Form Club, he is now treasurer of 
the National Union of Journalists 
East Lancashire Branch.

A keen artist, he has had paint
ings in regional exhibitions and 
appeared in front of the footlights 
in Blackburn Arts Clubs’ pro
duction last month.

An active interest in sport has 
had to take second place to re
porting it but he says he is some
times heard to “ wheeze” around 
East Lancs Club’s squash courts.

M r Duckworth has introduced 
the new style magazine and hopes 
that Old Blacks will enjoy the 
more open layout.

He would like to express a 
“ sincere thanks to M r Harry 
King, M r Fred Bury, M r John 
Hargreaves and M r Tom Shar
ratt for their generous help in 
contributing articles, pictures and 
advice towards editing the naga- 
zine” .
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Branching outOXFORD

DINNER

AT

LINCOLN

COLLEGE
Thirty-eight Old Black

burnians attended the thirty- 
sixth annual dinner of the Oxford 
branch of the Old Blackburnians’ 
Association in the hall of Lincoln 
College, Oxford, on Friday, 
February 26, 1971.

Members were welcomed by 
M r Stuart Ferguson, who presi- 
did, and a toast to “The School” 
was proposed by M r Alan Byrom. 
The headmaster, M r Douglas 
Coulson, responded, and men
tioned how appropriate it was that 
Old Blackburnians should be 
dining in Lincoln hall, beneath a 
portrait of Viscount Morley, one 
of the School’s most distinguished 
old boys. The portrait, apparently 
identical to that in Big School, 
was painted for Lincoln College 
by the Hon John Collier in 1913.

The dinner was organised by 
M r Byrom and M r Brian Aldred. 
The menu w as: soupe a l’oignon; 
coquille St Jacques; biftek grille 
aux tamates et champignons, 
pommes duchesses, choux de 
Bruxelles; croquembusche aux 
fruits; cafe.

Those present were:

B G  A ldred  (1961-69); J R  Krockle- 
h u rs t (1962-69); ] F  Buckley (1960-67); 
F  B ury  (sccond m aster); A Byrom  
(1962-69); D  C ollison (1958-68); P J 
Cookson (1963-70); J P C ottam  (1960
67); D  J C oulson (headm aster); A F  
D olby (1962-69); C  G  E dm undson 
(1962-69); S J F erguson (1961-68); 
D  F ield ing  (1962-69); J D  G artside 
(1958-68); W  H are  (1921-28); N  H aw - 
croft (1960-67); A H aw orth  (1962-69); 
T  H olden  (1929-36); R P H orton  
(1963-70); R  H u n te r (b u rsa r); H  K ing 
(senior science m aster); D M artin  (1958 
-6 8 ) ; C  ] M iller (1963-70); B D  M il
ligan (1962-69); P M oizer (1963-70); 
J M  N aisby (1963-70); G  H  R edm an 
(1957-64); F  R idchalgh (1919-26); T  E 
S harra tt (1949-56); D  W  Shaw  (s tm o r 
biology m aster); H  L  Schollick (1918
25); N  W  T ow ers (1962-69 :; M  J 
W alker (1963-70); I H  W alton  (1962
69); C  P W aring  (1939-43); W  W est- 
well (1962-69); A  R  W halley (1963-70); 
J R W hitehead  (1961-67).

Appointed Head
M r Robert Bryan Walne (1941 

-44) has been appointed head
master of Brantwood School, 
Bolton. He was formerly a 
senior lecturer at Didsbury Col
lege of Education.

The newly formed Fylde 
branch of the Old Blackburnians’ 
Association got off the ground at 
a meeting at the Clifton Hotel, 
Blackpool in December when 25 
names were put down to form the 
nucleus.

A committee was chosen of 
M r Kenneth Charnley (1927-34), 
M r Bob Battersby (1933-39), M r 
Arthur Smith (1938-44;, M r Peter 
East (1934-42) and M r Barry 
Ward (1952-58).

T he new branch is the result 
of more than six months work by 
M r Chamley who is anxious to 
obtain information about any old 
boys in the Fylde area.

If they are interested in joining 
the branch, his address and 
telephone number is : 563 Devon
shire Road, Bispham. Tel Black
pool 51252, and he will be happy 
to answer any inquiries.

A  Serving
M r Derick G Lund, domestic 

bursar of Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School, received the 
insignia of a serving brother of 
the Order, at an investiture at the 
Grand Priory church of the Order 
in Clerkenwell, London, on 
April 7 this year M r Lund is 
honorary secretary of the Black
burn branch of the St John 
Ambulance.

A branch of the Old Black- 
burnian’s Association has been 
started in the Cheshire-South 
Manchester area and it has been 
decided to hold a dinner on 
Tuesday, October 5 at a venue to 
be decided.

M r E West, who is organising 
the branch, called a meeting at 
Cotton’s hotel, Knutsford on 
May 17 but only 11 old boys 
turned up.

They w ere: Messrs D C
Bradley, L Irvin, H S Marsden, 
H Mayhall, D r H Morris, J E 
Officer, J C Pearson, R H Pearson. 
H Ramsbottom and J L Wooding.

M r West says that, according 
to messages he has received, he 
can expect at least another 20 
members making 30 members in 
all. M r West is manager of Lloyds 
Bank L td, Manchester branch 
and says he will welcome in
quiries at his home, 10 Ridgmont 
Road, Bramhall, Cheshire.

Brother

Order of

St. John

The Old Blackburnian’s As
sociation annual golf competition 
is proving more popular every 
year as the highest entry so far 
of 37 showed with the game at 
Blackburn Golf Club on T hurs
day, June 3.

The competition in sunny but 
windy conditions provided some 
excellent golf in the circumstances 
with the added excitement of a 
close finish.

M r David Hollen of Wilp- 
shire won the Judge Walmsley 
Cup for the best net score of 70 
playing off an eight handicap. 
Home player, M r William Lewis 
returned one stroke behind with 
a round of 86-15-71 as runner up 
after a card play off with another 
Wilpshire man M r Gordon 
Hodgson (85-14-71).

M r Colin Oates won the Sir 
Gilbert Gerrard Cup for the best 
gross score of 80 returning with 
80-4-76. M r Oates from Darwen 
beat M r Mel Lee and M r F 
Whittaker from Blackburn and 
M r T  A M artin from Wilpshire 
who all returned one stroke 
behind with 81.

M r Stan Thompson pulled off 
the best shot of the day on his 
home ground against the wind 
with an “ ace” at the short ninth. 
Organisers never found out M r 
Thompson’s final score as his 
card with the hole-in-one was not 
returned.

Holder of the Judge Walmsley 
Cup, M r Roger Smethurst, yet 
another Wilpshire player, tied 
with two others for fifth place 
with a creditable 88-15-73.

It was a difficult day with the 
wind playing havoc when good, 
solid, consistent golf produced 
worthy results borne out with 
close grouping in the final score 
sheet.

Team Effort
The Old Black’s team in the 

Lancashire Old Boy’s Association 
Golfing society competition were 
fifth in a match at Hillside 
Southport returning with 305 
behind Preston’s 292.

M r Eric Holden from Wilp
shire kept up his end for the 
Old Blacks with a magnificent 
best net score of 74-8-66.

The team was M r Arnold 
Sharpies, M r Mel Lee, M r 
Harry Shorrock, M r David 
Hollen and M r Eric Holden.

Mr Lund is seen receiving the insignia from  Lord Caccia, 
The Lord Prior. Mr Lund has served in the St John A m bulance 
for 10 years and has held 200 first aid classes for m ore than 
3,000 adults and children. See story o f  School first aiders on 
page 14.

A lso “Honour for Mr. Lund” in the Last Issue c f  
M A G IS T E R
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Obituary

SIR ERNEST MARSDEN
Sir Ernest Marsden died at his 

home in New Zealand on Decem
ber 15, 1970, aged 81. He was one 
of the most outstanding of the 
many distinguished men who 
have passed through Queen 
Elizabeth’s Grammar School and 
one of the most brilliant scientists 
of the twentieth century. The 
Times recalled that he had been 
described as linking the heroic age 
of atomic physics with the modern 
scientific development of New 
Zealand, and the New Zealand 
Herald that he was, in the words 
of Sir Charles Darwin, “ the only 
living scientist who was present at 
and contributed to the birth of 
nuclear physics” .

It was in 1909, when he was 
barely 20 and not yet graduated, 
that Marsden worked with Geiger 
and Rutherford in Manchester on 
the series of experiments con
cerned with the large-anglc 
scattering of alpha particles; they 
had already studied how the 
particles were scattered as they 
passed through metal foil, and 
Geiger suggested to Rutherford 
that Marsden had shown such 
promise that he should be allowed 
to carry out his own research. 
Rutherford agreed at once, and 
this research disclosed that some 
alpha particles were deflected to 
such an extent that they did not 
pass through the foil but emerged 
from the side they entered, which 
required tremendous energy. 
Rutherford’s deduction from this 
led to his theory of the nuclear 
structure of the atom.

Ernest Marsden was born on 
February 19, 1889, at Rishton. 
He attended the Wesleyan School 
there and was a pupil at Queen 
Elizabeth’s from 1901 to 1906. 
Even as a schoolboy in Rishton 
his work was outstanding and, 
later he had a cellar at a house in 
William Holt Street, Blackburn, 
where he carried out experi
ments.

He matriculated at Manchester 
University in October, 1906, and 
read for an honours degree in 
physics. For some time he studied 
atmosphere physics, but changed 
to atomic physics when Ruther
ford came to Manchester in 1908. 
He took his BSc degree with 
first-class honours in 1909, and 
in the same year was appointed 
Hatfield Scholar in the university. 
In 1910 he became a lecturer in 
physics at London University, 
and he returned to Manchester in 
the following year as John Harling 
Fellow. In September, 1912, he 
was appointed research assistant 
in succession to Geiger for the 
next two years, and was awarded 
the DSc of Manchester.

Sir Ernest

In 1914 Marsden was ap
pointed lecturer in physics at 
Sheffield University, but did not 
take up the post because he had 
been appointed professor of 
physics at Victoria University 
College, Wellington, New Zea
land. He was 25, and thus travel
led to the country which he was 
to make his own and to which he 
was to give such distinguished 
service as scientist, teacher, ed
ucationist, and administrator.

He was commissioned as a 
lieutenant in the New Zealand 
Territorial Force in the summer 
of 1915 and joined the New 
Zealand Expeditionary Force six 
months later. He embarked for 
Europe in June, 1916, and served 
in France and Flanders through
out the rest of the war. He was 
wounded in action, twice men
tioned in despatches, and awarded 
the Military Cross. He returned 
to New Zealand in May, 1919, and 
resumed his position at Victoria 
University College.

From ’ 922 to 1926 he was as
sistant director of education for 
New Zealand. During this period 
he served on several Government 
bodies and was secretary of a 
Royal Commission on university 
education in New Zealand.

In 1926 he was appointed the 
first secretary of the Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Re
search. It was a post which he 
held for 21 years and which he 
made most fruitful, forming by 
his energetic work a link between 
academic science and its practical 
applications in industry, particu
larly these primary industries— 
dairy farming, wool, meat, and 
cereals—so important to New 
Zealand’s economy. He was ap
pointed CBE in 1935.

In September, 1961, an inter
national conference was held at 
Manchester University to mark 
the fiftieth anniversary of Ruther
ford’s w ork: the president of the 
conference was Sir Ernest Mars
den, who delivered a memorable 
address on Rutherford at Man
chester and was re-united with 
several of his colleagues from 
those far-off days. He was awar
ded an honorary LLD  of M an
chester.

In the same year Sir Ernest 
received a resolution of “ ad
miration and respect” from the 
people of Rishton, whose coun
cillors placed on record “ the very 
sincere respect in which we hold 
Sir Ernest M arsden” . In 1966 he 
was appointed commander of the 
Royal Swedish Order of the 
North Star, and in February,
1969, his friends and colleagues 
from all over the world published 
a volume of reminiscences and 
tributes on the occasion of his 
eightieth birthday.

Sir Ernest married first, in 
1913, Margaret Sutcliffe, by 
whom he had a son and a daugh
ter, and second, in 1958, Joyce 
W Chote, who survives him. He 
also leaves relatives in Lancashire.

In 1939 his attention turned to 
matters of defence, and he was 
primarily concerned with the 
application of science to military 
matters throughout the Second 
World War. As scientific adviser 
to the New Zealand Fighting 
Forces, with the rank of lieuten- 
ant-colonel, he was director of 
defence scientific development 
and chairman of the defence 
science advisory committee. He 
was appointed CM G in 1946, and 
in the same year he was elected a 
Fellow of the Royal Society and 
received an honorary DSc at 
Oxford. In 1947 he was president 
of the Royal Society of New 
Zealand and was awarded the 
United States Medal of Freedom, 
with palms.

In 1947, too, his service as 
secretary of the Departm ent of 
Scientific and Industrial Research 
came to an end with his appoint
ment as the departm ent’s per
manent representative in London, 
and he took up his new post in the 
autumn of that year. Mars
den visited countries in Europe 
and the Commonwealth for talks 
and conferences. He retired from 
public service in August, 1954.

Throughout the rest of his life 
he served on Government com
mittees in New Zealand and 
travelled to many countries to 
lecture and advise. He was 
knighted in 1958.
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The Headmaster and Mr Harry King represented the 
School at the funeral of Mr John Johnson, known to many 
hundreds of boys as “Mr J” .

Below Mr King writes about Mr Johnson:

Mr. 'J'
“a smile and 
a friendly word”

It is with a sense of deep per
sonal loss that I pen this obituary 
of M r Johnson, the school’s senior 
laboratory steward who died on 
October 1 1970. He was taken ill 
in school a few days earlier and 
rushed to Queen’s Park Hospital 
where he died. He was cremated 
at Pleasington on October 7. He 
was 63.

M r “J” to the boys and 
“ Johnny” to his colleagues on the 
staff, M r Johnson was appointed 
laboratory steward in 1955. A 
Londoner, he came North as a 
young man and learned his craft 
at Stonyhurst and the Harris 
College before coming to QEGS 
to succeed the late M r Bleazard. 
He rapidly endeared himself both 
to the staff and boys and his mani
pulative skill as a practical chemist 
and his wide knowledge of chem
istry were admired and respected 
by all. He knew countless “ tricks 
of the trade” and it was with great 
delight and evident enthusiasm 
that he shared his knowledge and 
skill with the boys. Many mem
bers of the sixth form down the 
years have cause to thank M r 
Johnson for the individual help 
and advice he readily offered 
them.

During his service at QEGS 
M r Johnson saw the erection of 
the Holden Laboratories and the 
new Biology Laboratories in 
Ormerod House, the consequent 
expansion of laboratory provision 
from four very inadequate Lab
oratories to eight fully equipped 
modern laboratories with ancil
lary workshop and preparation 
rooms, and the expansion of the 
laboratory staff from one to 
three.

M r Johnson treasured his 
small personal library and was 
particularly proud of some of his 
19th century chemistry books 
which he often showed to the boys 
who treated them with suitable 
awe and reverence. Erstwhile 
sixth formers will also recall how 
when the writer was called out of 
the laboratory, M r “ J” would 
gleefully take over at the masters’ 
bench answering questions, dis
pensing advice and checking 
results, obviously feeling that now 
he was really in charge of the lab.

He was in his element on open 
days when his usual brown smock 
was replaced with a freshly laun
dered white laboratory coat re
served specially for the occasion, 
to match his equally spick and 
span laboratories. He always took 
great pride in his department and 
no-one who used the laboratories 
would fail to notice the clean, re
filled reagents bottles and shining 
bench tops which greeted them at 
the beginning of each term. He 
excelled himself on open days and 
many old boys and parents will 
recall him proudly strutting from 
one lab. to another greeting all 
and sundry with a benevolent 
smile and friendly word.

Those of us on the staff recall 
other aspects of his sterling char
acter—his Cockney humour, his 
devotion to his Church (he was a 
chorister at St Albans RC Church 
for many years), the pride he took 
in his bachelor home in Daisy 
Street, the graphic accounts of his 
travels abroad during his holi
days, illustrated by countless 
colour transparencies and picture 
postcards. How he enjoyed his 
trip to Italy and the Vatican.

His love of the School was 
deep, and his sister and other 
members of the family have told 
me how on his visits to them in 
London he frequently spoke of 
the school and enthusiastically 
recounted the events of the year. 
Many old boys re-visiting the 
school made a point of seeing M r 
Johnson and sharing with him 
something of their new experien
ces since leaving school. Alas, no 
more will this be possible.

We mourn the passing not only 
of a loyal and devoted laboratory 
steward but a wonderful character 
and a respected friend. We extend 
to his sister and the family our 
sincere sympathy.

Laboratory stewards and mem
bers of the science staff also at
tended the funeral with the 
Headmaster.

FREDERICK HOLDEN
M r F P Holden, deputy prin

cipal of the Sixth Form College, 
Preston, died suddenly on Octo
ber 3, 1970, aged 57.

He taught at Preston Grammar 
School for more than 30 years, 
holding senior responsibility for 
much of that time and making a 
notable contribution to the 
school’s development. An able 
and popular teacher, he is remem
bered with gratitude and affection 
by many generations of pupils.

Frederick Pickup Holden was 
born in Blackburn on May 13, 
1913, the son of M r and Mrs 
Federick Holden, of Lammack. 
He attended St Thomas’s prim 
ary school, where he was a keen 
Scout, and was a pupil at Queen 
Elizabeth’s Grammar School 
from 1924 to 1932. He then went 
as a scholar at Emmanuel College, 
Cambridge; he read mathematics 
and gained his BA degree in 1935. 
He received his MA in 1954.

After teaching briefly at schools 
in Harrow and Keswick and also, 
in 1936, returning to Queen 
Elizabeth’s as a teacher for six 
months, he joined the staff of 
Preston Grammar School in 1937 
as second mathematics master 
and librarian.

During the Second World War 
he served as a flight lieutenant in 
the Royal Air Force meteorologi

cal service and spent some time 
in France. Afterwards he returned 
to Preston Grammar School; in 
1954 he was appointed second 
master and soon afterwards he 
pioneered the school’s careers 
advisory service.

In 1961-62]he was acting head
master. He resumed that position 
in 1966 and held it until 1969, 
when Preston Grammar School 
and the Park School were merged 
to form the Sixth Form College 
and he decame deputy principal.

He was a keen linguist, speak
ing French and German, and he 
was an expert on Saxon monu
ments and other ancient build
ings. Having a special interest in 
vocational guidance, he served on 
Preston youth employment com
mittee.

M r Holden’s wife, Elizabeth, 
died in 1960. He leaves a 
daughter, Mrs Deirdre Catterall, 
of Kingston upon Hull, and a 
sister, Mrs Elsie Marsden, of 
Pleasington.

A funeral service at St M ary’s 
Church, Penwortham, on Octo
ber 8 was followed by cremation 
at Pleasington. In a tribute at the 
service M r J W arburton, senior 
master of the Sixth Form College, 
praised M r Holden’s sterling 
character, modest efficiency and 
skill, and strong sense of duty.

HAROLD NEVILLE
M r Harold Neville, trade mark 

manager of Urquhart-Dykes and 
Lord, patent agents, of Aldwych, 
London, died at King’s College 
Hospital, London, on January 5,
1971, aged 56. He had been ad
mitted to hospital just before 
Christmas.

He is greatly missed by his 
family and friends as one who was 
always a devoted husband and 
father, congenial friend, and 
practical adviser.

Harold Neville was born at 
Southport but was brought up in 
Blackburn. He attended Queen 
Elizabeth’s Grammar School 
from 1922 to 1926— he was in 
Raleigh—and afterwards at
tended Denstone College, Staf
fordshire.

A member of the Institute of 
Trade Mark Agents, he passed 
the first examination in 1935, 
shortly after the Institute had 
been formed, and he later joined 
William H Shepherd and Son in 
partnership.

Shortly before the outbreak of 
the Second World War he joined

the Territorial Army. For most of 
the war he served in the infantry 
with the East Lancashire Regi
m ent, although for 18 months he 
was seconded to a support group 
officer cadet training unit as an 
instructor. He saw active service 
in Belgium and Holland, and was 
demobilised in the rank of 
captain.

In 1961 M r Neville and his 
family moved south to Keston, 
in Kent, and he joined Urquhart- 
Dykes and Lord as manager of 
the trade mark department.

In his school, college, and war
time years he was actively interes
ted in most forms of sport, but in 
more recent years he confined 
himself to golf.

In September, 1937, M r 
Neville married Amy Sharpies, 
of Blackburn, and they had twin 
daughters, both of whom became 
trained nurses. One, Joyce, is 
now a doctor’s wife in Welwyn 
Garden City; the other, Mary, 
is a sister at King’s College Hos
pital.

M r Neville lived at Haycroft, 
Heathfield Road, Keston.
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FRED MASON
M r Fred Mason, headmaster 

of Audley County Primary 
School, Blackbum collapsed and 
died at his school in February. 
He was aged 50.

M r Mason had been head
master at the school since 1959 
having moved from Lammack 
Junior School where he had been 
deputy head for three years.

A married man with two 
daughters he lived in Woodlands 
Avenue, Cherry Tree and had 
trained as a teacher after serving 
with the Royal Signals from 
1940-46.

He staned as assistant teacher 
at Griffin C. of E. Junior School 
before moving to Lammack.

M r Mason had taken part as a 
sprinter and high jumper in East 
Lancashire contests before 
retiring into administration. He 
was chairman of Blackbum 
Harriers and was a life member 
for many years. He was a member 
of the town’s sub-committee for 
Witton Park Track; of Blackburn 
School’s Athletic Association 
Sports committee and of Black
bum  Agricultural Show com
mittee.

M r Mason who was at School 
from 1932-37 had also served on 
No 6 District committee of the 
Northern Counties Athletics 
Association and on the North 
East Lancashire Track League 
committee.

Mr. Mason

JOHN FORBES
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M r Alan Smith, a retired tex
tile manufacturer, died on March 
21, 1970, aged 69.

He was bom  on November 11, 
1900. His family lived at Mellor, 
and he attended the village school 
there before winning a scholar
ship to Queen Elizabeth’s Gram
mar School, where he was a pupil 
from 1913 to 1918. He was foot
ball captain in his last year at 
School.

He spent some time as a medi
cal student at Manchester U ni
versity, then entered the textile 
industry with Woodrows of 
Crosshill. After a few months, he 
received his conscription papers 
for military service and was due 
to report on his eighteenth birth
day; but on that very day came 
the Armistice, and his papers were 
cancelled.

He joined the family firm of 
J W Smith and Sons L td., of 
Longridge, and remained with 
the company until it ceased trad
ing under the reorganisation of

ALAN 
SMITH

the cotton industry in 1959, when 
he retired. During the Second 
World War he commanded Long
ridge fire service and led the team 
in Manchester during the Blitz.

He was a member of the Royal 
Lytham St Annes Golf Club and 
a past captain of Preston Golf 
Club. He enjoyed a game of 
bridge.

M r Smith, who lived at 15 
Dorset Road, Lytham St Annes, 
left a widow, four children, and 
11 grandchildren. He is also 
survived by two sisters and a 
brother, M r John Smith, who 
is also an Old Blackburnian (1910 
-16).

ERIC COLLISON
M r Eric Collison, president of 

Blackburn and District Master 
Printers’ Association, died in 
Queen’s Park Hospital, Black
bum , on September 22, 1970. 
He was 47.

M r Collison, who attended 
Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar 
School from 1932 to 1939, was 
managing director of the family 
firm of Stewart and Co. (Black
bum ) L td., printers, of Chadwick 
Street.

He had been actively associated 
with Blackbum and District 
Master Printers’ Association for 
about five years and had been 
president since 1968. He was also 
a most active member of the 
Lancashire and Cheshire Master 
Printers’ Alliance: he had served 
on the executive since 1968 and 
became in addition a member of 
the labour committee last year.

East Lancashire Cricket Club 
and a keen supporter of Black
bum  Rovers.

He joined Blackburn Civic 
Society shortly after its formation 
in 1966 and was elected to the 
committee in March, 1968.

M r Collison lived at Higher 
Ravenswing, Revidge Road, 
Blackburn. He leaves a widow, 
a son, and a daughter. Cremation 
took place at Pleasington on 
September 25.

Bequest to 
School

College

He was also prominent on the 
art advisory committee at Black
burn College of Technology and 
Design and chaired a printing 
sub-committee early last year. He 
presided at committee meetings 
when the chairman was unavail
able. He was a good friend to the 
printing section of the college, 
always active in promoting the 
interests of the section and in 
publicising printing as a career.

M r Collison joined Stewart and 
Co. (Blackburn) Ltd. as a direc
tor after the Second World War, 
during which he had served in the 
Royal Air Force. He became 
managing director on the death of 
his father three years ago.

He was a member of both 
Blackbum and Pleasington golf 
clubs. He served on the council of 
Blackbum Golf Club for many 
years and was captain in 1961. 
He was also a member of the

Mrs Eliza Greenwood, wife of 
M r William Greenwood, archi
tect and former Governor of 
Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar 
School left her Billinge End Road 
home to the School in her will as 
a residence for one of the masters.

M rs Greenwood left £38,090 
gross (£37,784 net, duty, £6,719). 
Among many bequests, she left 
£500 to the National Union of 
Teachers’ Benevolent and O r
phan Fund.

She expressed a wish that her 
house “ be maintained substan
tially unaltered and especially 
that the exquisite woodwork 
shall be left to show its natural 
beauty.”

M r Greenwood was one of the 
first Dodgson scholars at School 
from 1889-92 and a Governor 
from 1948-52.

As an architect, he was res
ponsible for the pavilion at 
Lammack and the Hartley House 
extensions.
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We also regret to 
record the death of

Harry Baylie (1918-21 on 
April 3, 1971, aged 66

Robert M cCarty (1921-26) on 
January 17, 1971 aged 61.

Gordon Richard Ward (1945
52) on M arch 3, 1971^ aged 35.

BOOK TIME
M r John Harvey Bolton (1948 

-56) has written a book, “ Flex
ible Working H ours” , based on a 
German system. He is a manage
ment consultant in London.

BBC NEWS
M r Tom Naisby (1921-28) 

opened BBC Radio Blackburn 
on January 26. Another Old 
Blackburnian^ M r Stuart Whaley 
(1959-65), is an assistant on the 
station’s staff.

TEACHER

William Sanderson Davis (1957 
-65) has been appointed an as
sistant teacher with Sheffield 
Education Department.

FOLK FILM
M r Russell Harty (1946-54) 

returned to Blackburn in April 
to film an American folk group, 
George Hamilton IV, at the 
Easter fair. The film will be shown 
in the independent television 
programme, “Aquarius” , of 
which M r Harty is associate 
producer.

YORKSHIRE 

DINNER
Nineteen members of the Old 

Blackburnians’ Association at
tended the annual dinner of the 
Yorkshire branch at Leeds U ni
versity union on October 23.

The guests were welcomed by 
the branch chairman, M r Guy 
Shuttleworth, who also proposed 
the loyal toast. M r D J Coulson, 
headmaster, said grace. M r Shut
tleworth proposed the toast to 
“The School”, and M r Coulson 
replied.

Those present w ere:
M r A E  B ird  (1961-68); M r F  Bury 

(second m aster); M r K  C hadw ick (1945 
-5 0 ; M r M  J D ux b u ry  (1961-70); M r 
R  H u n te r  (b u rsar); M r H  K ing  (staff); 
M r R H  M ayo (1939-45); M r A D 
Phillips (staff 1969-70); M r W  H 
P rocto r (staff); M r W  M  N  P roctor 
(1961-70); M r J Reeves (1965-70); M r 
C  Riley (1937—41); M r T  E  S harra tt 
(1949-56); M r D  W  Shaw  (staff); M r 
G  M  S hu ttlew orth  (1938-45); M r E 
W est (1933-39); and  M r G  K  W hite
head (1960-69).

Captain
at

Ministry
of

Defence
Commander Colin McKeand 

Little, AFC, RN, has been 
selected for promotion to captain 
and will take up a post with the 
Royal Navy director-general of 
aircraft at the Ministry of Defence 
early in July. He is at present 
stationed at the Royal Naval Air 
Station at Yeovilton, Somerset.

Commander Little attended 
Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar 
School from 1933 to 1940 and 
went on to Manchester Univer
sity, where he read engineering 
and graduated BSc in December, 
1943.

He joined the Royal Naval 
Volunteer Reserve as a midship
man in March, 1944, and was 
commissioned in the engineering 
branch in the following Septem
ber. He transferred to a per
manent commission in the Royal 
Navy early in 1946, and during 
the next eight years he special
ised in aeronautical engineering, 
eventually qualifying as an Em
pire test pilot at Farnborough in 
1952. He was promoted lieu
tenant commander in 1954 while 
serving in the Naval Test Squad
ron at Boscombe Down, and was 
awarded the Air Force Cross in 
1957 for work associated with 
naval aircraft development.

Hermes
Shortly afterwards he was 

posted to the Royal Naval Air 
Station at Lee-on-Solent, Hamp
shire, where he had served pre
viously, and he remained there 
until the beginning of 1960, when 
he was transferred for the first 
time to Yeovilton as the engineer 
officer of a Sea Vixen squadron, 
which embarked in the aircraft 
carrier, HM S Hermes, 28,700 
tons, and his promotion to com
mander came in June, 1961.

He returned to London in 
October, 1962, on the staff of the 
Ministry of Aviation, and sub
sequently served in the Far East 
in the aircraft carrier, HM S Ark 
Royal, 50,786 tons, from Sep
tember, 1965, to November, 1966, 
when he was ordered to the 
United States for duty with the 
Phantom aircraft development 
programme on the British D e
fence Staff in Washington. He 
returned to Britain in September,
1969, to take up his present 
position at Yeovilton.

His spare-time activities are 
largely absorbed by a lifelong 
ambition—learning to play golf. I
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AGM Talks 

Reasons

The forty-second annual gen
eral meeting of the Old Black
burnians’ Association was held 
at the Old Blackburnians’ AFC’s 
clubhouse at Lammack on Wed
nesday, November 25, 1970.
Ninteen members were present, 
and M r. W. E. T . Walsh, chair
man, presided.

M r. David Forbes, secretary, 
presented the apologies of those 
unable to attend and read the 
minutes of the previous annual 
meeting.

Reports were made on the 
various events organised by the 
association during the year. 
Mr. Forbes said that the 1969 
dinner had made a profit of 
£15 18s. 3d.

Presenting the accounts (see 
below), M r Fred Bury, treasurer, 
said that after eight years of 
profit, the association had made 
a loss; it came to £37 Is l i d .  He 
reserved further comment until 
later in the meeting. The ac
counts were accepted unani
mously.

M r P. T . Pearson, chairman 
of the social sub-committee, re
ported that the dance at Samles- 
bury Hall on May 22 had made 
a loss. There was very little en
thusiasm for the event, he said, 
and it had been very difficult to 
sell tickets. “ Socially it was a 
success, but it’s difficult to get 
people there.”
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M r Keith Newton, for the 
football club, said that most of 
what he had to report had already 
appeared in M a g i s t e r ; he added 
a few comments to bring mem
bers up to date. All Old Black
bumians, he said, were welcome 
to attend the football club’s 
games and social activities.

M r Walsh commented on the 
circular issued frequently by the 
football club and complimented 
its editor: the circular was much 
appreciated both for its infor
mation and its humour, he said.

Golf

M r Forbes reported on the golf 
competition and said that he had 
taken over organisation from M r 
Ken Forbes, who had been the 
organiser since 1931, M r Walsh 
extended the association’s sincere 
thanks to M r Ken Forbes for all 
his work in organising the golf 
competition for almost 40 years.

M r David Forbes reported 
that a successful and enjoyable 
supper evening for school-leavers 
had been held at the clubhouse.

M r Tom  -Sharratt, said that 
two issues had appeared during 
the year and had been well 
rece iv ed , but he found it 
d i s a p p o i n t i n g  t h a t  t h e  
magazine was apparently unable 
to win new subscribers. M r 
Walsh and M r Donald Forbes 
thanked M r Sharratt for his 
efforts.

M r Donald Forbes, vice-chair
man, succeeded M r Walsh as 
chairman, and M r Bury was 
elected vice-chairman in addition 
to his post as treasurer. All other 
officers were re-elected.

The existing committee mem
bers were re-elected en bloc, and 
M r Walsh and M r Raymond B. 
Smith (1948-54) were co-opted.

A major discussion then took 
place on subscriptions. M r Bury 
said that in 1924 the annual sub
scription was 5s; in 1970, since 
most people paid £1 for three 
years, it stood at 6s. 8d., although 
it was officially 7s. 6d.

The annual cost of M a g is t e r  
was approaching £300, and was 
constantly rising. Postal charges 
had also risen and were expected 
to rise even more early in the new 
year. He said: “On present sub
scriptions, we cannot send out 
M a g is t e r ’s of the quality now 
produced. It just can’t be done.”

THE AGM

w ill be held at the Old 
Blackburnians’ AFC’s 
clubhouse at Lam m ack  
at 8 p.m . on Tuesday, 
N ovem ber 23, 1971.
w ill be held in Big  
School on Saturday, 

D ecem ber 18, 1971.

I t  w as  s u g g e s te d  th a t  M a g is t e r  
m ig h t  a p p e a r  o n ly  o n c e  a  y e a r . 
M r  S h a r r a t t  th o u g h t  th is  w o u ld  
n o t  b e  p o s s ib le  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  
v o lu m e  o f  n e w s . I t  w as  a lre a d y  
d iff ic u lt to  e n c o m p a s s  a ll  n e w s  
o f  O ld  B lack s  w i th in  tw o  is s u e s ;  
to  p ro d u c e  o n e  is su e  c o n ta in in g  
a ll n e w s  m ig h t  b e  b e y o n d  th e  
c a p a b i l i t ie s  o f  o n e  m a n .

M r Norman Jepson and M r 
Norman Forbes called for higher 
subscriptions, and M r Jepson 
said that a vigorous membership 
drive was required. Regrettably, 
this idea was not pursued.

It was decided to increase the 
annual subscription to £1. Jun
ior membership and the three- 
year subscription were abolished. 
The question of life membership 
was referred to the committee.

There was discussion of the 
small football pitch used by the 
Old Blackburnians’ AFC, which 
required repairs. The matter was 
referred to the committee with 
full power to act.

on Costs

for Rise
M r Donald Forbes thanked 

M r Walsh for his work during 
his term of office. M r Walsh said 
he had enjoyed his two years as 
chairman very much and thanked 
members for their support.

OFFICERS, 1970-71
President: Sir Harold Derby

shire; vice-president: M r E. 
Towle; chairman: M r J. D. 
Forbes; vice-chairman and treas
urer: M r F. Bury; secretary: M r 
D. I. Forbes; auditors: M r W. 
Hare, M r K. H. Marsden.

Committee: M r B. Brown, 
M r H. Burrows, M r D. Coulson, 
D r P. L. S. Dixon, M r G. N. 
Forbes, M r T . Hindle, M r E. G. 
H unt, M r N. Jepson, M r F. J. 
Jones, M r H. King, M r E. C. 
Marsden, M r K. V. Newton, M r 
P. T . Pearson, M r W. H. Proctor, 
M r J. S. Read, D r T . Riley, M r 
J. E. Sagar, M r T . E. Sharratt, 
M r R. Smethurst, M r R. Smith, 
M r W. E. T . Walsh, M r J. 
Warner, M r R. W. Wallis.

★  ★  ★  

THE SANDS 
OF TIME

In  the first issue of “ The 
Blackburnian” , Dember 1919, 
there was a short article by J B 
Walmsley, the Honorary Secret
ary, reviewing the fortunes of 
Blackburn Grammar School Old 
Boy’s Association from its found
ing on August 2, 1905, through 
the difficult years 1914-18 to the 
date of his writing. The final 
paragraph read:

“ Old Boys wishing to become 
members of the Association may 
send in their name and subscrip
tion to the Hon. Treasurer, M r 
J Morton, Lloyd’s Bank. Sub
scription, yearly 5s; Life M em
bership, £3  3s.”

H alf a century later, in Magis
ter No 14, Old Boys of the same 
school were being asked to join 
their Association for £1 for 3 
years, 6s 8d per year, apparently 
an increase of 40%—until you 
consider what 5s in 1919 would 
be worth today.

Inflation
In the years following the 

Second W orld War, a period in 
which the buying power of the 
£  was halved, the Association still 
resisted inflation, keeping its sub
scription steady (actually lower
ing the rate from 7s 6d to those 
who accepted the 3-yearly £1

T O P  C L A S S  F A B R I C S

IT IS OUR CONSTANT ENDEAVOUR 

TO OFFER FABRICS OF QUALITY IN 

DESIGN AND TEXTURE.

Our Workroom is at your disposal for 

MAKING-UP CURTAINS, PELMETS. 
BED-COVERINGS, LOOSE COVERS, ETC.

RYLEY & HAMPSON LIMITED
82 KING W ILLIAM STREET, 

BLACKBURN.

Telephone 53935.
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STATEM ENT OF ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED JULY 31st, 1970
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT

Bank Charges . 
General Expenses 
Postages . .  . .
Magazines . .  . .
Church Service . .
M agister . .  . .
Leavers’ Supper . .  
School Covenant . .  
Corporation Tax . .  
Social Activities . .

£ s. d. £  s- d. £ s. d.
2 2 0 Subscriptions 1969/70 . .  . .

25 7 6 Released from Life Membership Fund
7 0 0 Interest on Investments: 4%  Consols 50 0 0

15 4 0 . .  . .  . .  . .  Tax 20 12 6
7 13 6

286 19 2 29 7 6
18 8 0 Blackburn Savings Bank . .  .. 24 4 0
21 0 0_ _ _ War Memorial Ground Rent ..

6 15 0 Annual D inner ..  . .  ..

£  390 9 2

Balance: Loss to Accumulated Fund

£  s. d. 
241 2 6

36 15 0

53 11 
5 0 

16 18 
37

6 
0 
3 

1 11

£  390 9 2

BALANCE SHEET

L i f e  M e m b e r s h ip  F u n d  
Balance at 1.9.69. .
Additions . .  . .  .

Deletions

£  s. d. 
1,476 6 0 

62 9 7

1,539 5 7 
36 15 0

£  s. d.
Lammack Ground at cost less sales 
I n v e s t m e n t s  : 4%  Consols . .

£300 at cost . .
£950 at par . .
Market value £549 •

£  s. d. £  s. d. 
1,207 15 6

210 12 
950 0

1,502 10 7 1,160 12 0
W a r  M e m o r ia l  F u n d  . . . .  1,207 15 6 C a s h  a t  B a n k s

C r e d i to r s  . .  . .  . . . .  2 18 5 L lo y d s  B a n k  L t d .  . . . 1 5 11
A c c u m u l a t e d  F u n d  : . . B la c k b u r n  S a v in g s  B a n k . . . 569 10 5
P r o f i t  a t  1.9.69. . .  . . 275 13 3 ------------------- 570 16 4
L o s s  o n  1969/70 . .  . . . .  37 1 11 C a sh  i n  H a n d  . .  . . .

------------------- 238 11 4 Debtor (Magazine Advert) . .  12 12 0

£2,951 15 10 £2,951 15 10

H o n o r a r y  A u d it o r s ’ R e p o r t

We hereby certify that we have examined the Accounts of the Old Blackbumians’ Association as above set forth, together 
w ith the books, and vouchers relating thereto. In our opinion they represent a true and correct record of the transactions of 
the Association during the year ended 31st July, 1970.

(Signed) W ILLIA M  HARE, f . c . a .

18 November, 1970 K EN N ETH  H. M ARSDEN, f .c .a .

offer) and doubling its member
ship at the same time. It did so by 
leaning heavily on a few willing 
workers and on the School itself, 
but eventually escalating costs of 
printing and distribution won and 
theA G M ofl970accepted that an 
increase of subscription was 
necessary.

Each Old Boy at that meeting 
had to ask himself the question 
“Why am I a member of the 
Association, what do I expect 
from it ?” and each Old Boy who 
reads this copy of Magister will 
have to do likewise.

U n a n im ity
At the AGM  

there was remarkable unanimity, 
it is to be hoped that the other
1,200 members will respond in 
similar fashion, namely to regard 
that :-

The A ssociation is m ean
ingful in that it enables those 
who have a lasting appreci
ation o f their years at school 
to continue to support the 
school in som e sm all way and 
also in that it enables them  to 
m aintain links w ith and to 
follow  the fortunes o f those 
collegues who shared the wind 
and rain o f  L am m ack, the 
awe o f G CE and the everyday 
life  o f  the classroom .

Majority
For those who live in and 

around Blackbum the Old Blacks 
Football Club provides splendid 
facilities for meeting former col
leagues, but the school spreads 
talent, proudly so, to every corner 
of the land and for the majority 
Magister is the link. The new 
subscription of £1 per annum 
was a massive vote of confidence

in Magister, a subscription large 
enough to maintain the present 
quality in a twice-yearly issue.

Perhaps we could have made 
ends meet on 75 or 85 new pence 
but who can say what will be the 
cost of paper next year or the 
postal rate in 1974 and in any 
case, would not a m oderate  
profit increase our ability  to 
support the school.

Profit
W ith effect from the committee 

meeting on January 12, Life 
Membership became £15. In
vested at present rates with the 
interest subject to Corporation 
Tax, this is in keeping with the 
annual subscription. It may seem 
a lot but a young man joining at 
the age of 25 may expect to enjoy 
many years of profit.

The new subscription, £1 per 
annum, applies to all payments 
due on or after August 1, 1971 
(3-year subscriptions already 
taken out up to 1972 or 1973 are 
not affected). In  particular, I 
apppeal to a ll who pay by 
Bankers Order on August 1 
each year to com plete and 
despatch the form s which  
appear later in this issue. 
Naturally, it is to be hoped that 
you will each consider the increase 
to be reasonable and acceptable 
but if you think otherwise please 
do not just drop out, at least 
write and give your point of view, 
it is valuable.

Fred Bury

Hon. Treasurer
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PLEASE
Change your banker’s order before the 

end of July.
Please 
Do it NOW

OLD BLACKBURNIANS’ ASSOCIATION  

S U B S C R IP T IO N  R A T E S  :

LIFE MEMBERSHIP ....................  £15

O R D IN A R Y  MEMBERSH IP ...........  £l per anumn.

It would be greatly appreciated if members would help to simplify the collection of subscriptions by making 
payment by banker’s order, for which a form is provided.

Cheques or postal orders should be crossed, made payable to “ Old Blackburnians’ Association,” and sent to the 
Treasurer, Mr. F. Bury, 67 Queen’s Road, Blackburn.

SEND THIS FORM TO YOUR BANK

Date : 19
To ................................................................. Bank Ltd.,

...............................................................branch.

Please pay now, on receipt of this order, the sum of £ and on August 1st annually
hereafter, until countermanded in writing by me, to Lloyds Bank Ltd., Blackburn branch, the sum of £1 being the 
amount of my annual subscription to the Old Blackburnians’ Association.

Name ...........................................................................

Address ...........................................................................
i

Signature........ I.............................................

SEND THIS FORM TO THE TREASURER

I have today instructed............................................................Bank Ltd........................................branch

to pay my annual subscription of £1 to Lloyds Bank Ltd., Blackburn branch.

Name .......................................................................................................................................................

Address ....................................................................................................................................................

Period at School.............. to
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THREE TIME WINNERS
For the third year in succession 

the first X I have won the Lan
cashire Amateur League North 
Section division one champion
ship—again beating their old 
rivals, Burnley Belvedere by the 
odd point.

The decisive match was in 
fact their second last when they 
played Belvedere at Lammack. 
A large crowd watched the match 
which was drawn 1-1.

This put the first XI in a 
fairly comfortable position. A 
draw in their final match against 
Preston GSOB would have been 
sufficient to clinch the title since 
they had a better goal average 
than Belvedere. However, as ex
pected they won the last match to 
make sure of the championship.

Not quite as “ cliff hanging” as 
last season when the champion
ship was decided on the last 
match of the season against 
Belvedere, but even so— ex
citing enough!

Enthusiasm
Much of the credit for the first 

XI success must again lie with the 
club captain, Brian Hardcastle, 
who puts everything into the 
game and consequently injects 
enthusiasm into the rest of the 
team.

Brian also organises the weekly 
training sessions in the School 
gymnasium, and really puts the 
players through their paces. As a 
result we are quite often a lot 
fitter than our opposition.

Let us not, however take 
credit away from the rest of the 
team who have all contributed 
to the success. T he most regular 
players for the first XI this year 
have been: C Duerden, D
Partington, T  McNamee, R 
Haworth, C Gregson, S T art, R 
Horrocks, K  Hudson, A Upton, 
B Hardcastle, A Pemberton, J 
Lawson, P Sumner.

OLD BLACKBURNIANS A.F.C.

F o o tb a ll: F in a l p o sitions fo r season  1970/71

P W D L for agst Points Position

D i v I Is tX I 24 18 5 1 73 24 41 1st

Div I

(Reserve) 2nd XI 24 17 3 4 90 32 37 3rd

Div 3a 3rd XI 24 9 3 12 63 58 21 \ middle
Div 3b 4th XI 26 10 2 14 65 75 2 2 / of table

Brian Hardcastle represented 
the Lancashire Amateur League 
full XI and the N orth Section 
X I and has been chosen as reserve 
for the Lancashire FA XI. 
Hudson and Gregson have also 
represented the N orth Section 
XI.

The first division champion
ship was not the club’s only 
success for the second X I also 
did well and were unlucky to miss 
winning the Division One 
Reserve championship by only 
one point.

T heir valiant attempt was not 
in vain as the club was awarded 
the Aggregate trophy for the best 
combined performance by first 
and second elevens.

Improved
The second X I have really im

proved over last season’s middle- 
of-the-table position and their 
goal average is much better than 
many other teams in their league.

Former first team skipper 
Eddie Walton regained his fit
ness after a couple of years off 
the football field to lead the 
seconds and their success must 
be partly credited to him with 
leading scorer Colin Marlor 
sharing the honours with 30 
goals.

T he most regular players w ere: 
Jenkinson, Mallock, Masters, 
Stevenson, Walton, Hindle, Heb- 
den, Marlor, Shepherd, Riley, 
Haydock, Jones and Tattersall.

Success eluded both teams by 
small margins in the League 
challenge cups with the seconds 
reaching their final while the 
firsts were put out in the semi
final.
Following

The seconds, supported by a 
large faithful following, met 
South section side, Old Glossop- 
ians at Manchester YMCA’s 
ground on a wet and windy night 
and lost by the only goal although 
the Old Blacks seemed to have 
most of the game.

The firsts lost by the only goal 
to their old rivals, Old Boltonians 
in the semi-final after reaching 
the stage with comparative ease.

T he firsts had a short run in 
the FA amateur cup but had to 
go a long way to do it. The first 
venue was Cleaton Moor in 
Cumberland where the result 
was a 4-4 draw, but when the 
“ Blacks” got the Cumberland 
lads on their own ground they 
managed to win by the odd goal 
in five.

On to the second round where 
the “ globe trotting” “ Blacks” 
travelled to Scotland just over the 
border to meet Annan Athletic. 
T he strain of travelling on Sat
urday took its toll and the Old 
Blacks were defeated 2-1. The 
result did not dampen the 
Blackbum lads’ spirit and a choir 
of varying talent supplied robust 
entertainment during the return 
trip.

A strong Anchor Cables side 
stopped the Old Black’s run 
in the Lancashire amateur cup 
by 2-1 in the first round proper 
after the lads had put paid to Old 
Standians 3-1 in the preliminary 
round.

The third and fourth elevens 
did not live up to the senior 
teams’ records, both finishing 
just under half way in their 
respective divisions, however they 
rarely had the same teams two 
weeks on the run because of illness 
and other unavoidable occurances.

Never-the-less both teams are 
important to the club, consisting 
of many fine and sociable in
dividuals who always support 
club activities if they do not 
transcend the footballing heights.

Highlight of the season was the 
annual game against a Blackburn 
Combination XI on Boxing Day 
when the visitors to Lammack 
proved just too strong this year 
winning 3-2. The potatoe pie 
lunch went down very well 
however after the match followed 
by the usual bevy.
O ld  B lacks Sevens

Old Boltonians won the 
Tommy Whewell trophy for the 
second time in an annual event 
which has become firmly fixed 
in the league calendar, for a start 
of the season afternoon at Lam
mack.

This year’s competition has 
been arranged for Saturday, 
August 28.

O LD  BLACKBURNIANS A.F.C. 
M EM B ER SH IP A PPLIC A TIO N  FO RM

FU LL  NAM E ......................................................................................................................................................................................... (M r> M rs> Mlss)

ADDRESS ...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

O CCU PATIO N  ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................

YEARS A T Q.E.G .S (If applicable) ...........................................................................

AGE if under 21 ........................................
I desire to become a ........................................* member of the Old Blackbumians A.F.C. and, if elected, agree to be bound by the rules of the
Club at all times. I enclose 50p, my first year’s subscription to March 31st next.

S ig n e d .......................................................................................  D ate .................................

Proposed b y ...............................................................................

Seconded by ..........................................................................
NB The proposer and seconder must be full members.
* Insert which ever is applicable:

Membership: Full Old boys of Q.E.G.S. and past and present members of staff (any age).
Social Any other male aged 18 or over.
Lady Any lady 18 or over.
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PROCTER’S
for

TELEV IS IO N
COLOUR BLACK & WHITE

REN T  O R  BU Y  

R A D IO  H I-F I G R A M S  

A LL  E LE C T R IC A L  A P P L IA N C E S

Choose from the best 

All with service that’s proved

PROCTER’S
14-16 AINSWORTH STREET, BLACKBURN 

Telephone 55336.

A good year
"W E  M U S T  S T A N D  FIRM 

FOR EXCELLENCE”

—  h e a d m a s t e r

Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar 
School must maintain high stan
dards and must stand firm against 
the forces of disruption, M r 
Douglas Coulson, headmaster, 
said in his speech at the annual 
dinner of the Old Blackburnians’ 
Association on December 19.

Speaking to more than 160 
Old Blackburnians and their 
guests in Big School, he said:

“ Much of the hope for the 
future of education and, indeed, 
of the country as a whole must 
lie in the general preservation of 
the standards that schools such 
as ours have stood for over four 
hundred years.

Good Life
“And these standards are truth 

and tradition, wisdom and free
dom, sympathy and imagination, 
compassion and discipline. These 
are all parts of what you and I 
know to be the good life that we 
ourselves have been privileged to 
know, and that we desire equally 
for our children and for the boys 
and girls in our schools.
“But rapid and violent changes 
are taking place in contemporary, 
society. I am for the generation 
like yourselves, that sat down to 
its books and tried to understand 
them : university education was, 
for me as I ’m sure it was for 
many of you, a privilege.

“ Now, in many of our uni
versities, books and study and 
all the disciplines of hard work 
seem to be rather old hat to an 
increasing number of under
graduates.

M r Coulson went on: “When 
I was young, all the important 
people were middle-aged. Now 
that I am middle-aged, all the 
important people are young—or 
pretending to be.

“ Youth is everything, we are 
told; experience counts for little; 
tradition, perhaps, for even less; 
and many of the trusted values of 
our generation—hard work, self
discipline, honesty, and basic 
morality—count with many for 
almost nothing at all.”

“ ‘Doing your own thing', in 
your own way, and often regard
less of the possible damage to self 
and society is all that matters, 
whether ‘your own thing’ is sex, 
drugs, obscenity, violence, or 
whatever.’

“ I am, of course ,among those 
who value the freedom of the

individual highly, whether the 
individual be young or old. L iber
ation from humbug, for instance, 
seems to me to be an admirable 
thing.

“But I must say that many of 
the objectives, many of the so- 
called ‘freedoms’ of the more 
militant young, much of the per
missiveness of present-day life, 
seem to be pretty trivial, now that 
they have been achieved, when 
they are compared with the 
standards that I mentioned 
earlier.

“ I see it as the School’s task 
for the future to stand firm for 
the idea of ‘the pursuit of excell
ence’.in the widest interpretation 
of that phrase, and in the face of 
the increasing forces of disrup
tion and disentegration that are 
visibly at work in society, so that 
the School, though changing to 
meet changing circumstances, 
may continue to offer, as it does 
today and as it has offered in the 
past, the best education possible 
to its boys.”

Earlier, reviewing the past 
school year, M r Coulson said: 
“ In work, perhaps the high 
point was the sending up to 
Oxford of 11 Old Blackbum
ians this October, five of them 
with major open awards—a 
record num ber not achieved 
since at least the early thirties, 
if then.

Scholarships

“We have again had the major 
share of the Peel Foundation 
scholarships this year, and as this 
is an old boys’ dinner, you would 
like to know, I am sure, that 
Messrs. Aspin, Bradburne, 
Livesey, and W hittle were all 
awarded their PhDs in the sum
m er; that five of our boys gained 
firsts at Oxford and Cambridge; 
that Peter Mitchell was awarded 
his blue at Oxford for cross
country a fortnight ago; and that 
we have now have four boys who 
are senior dons at Cambridge— 
D r Grundy at T rinity  Hall, D r 
Johnson at St John’s, D r Miller 
at T rinity, and D r Wilde at 
Downing.

Som: 48 boys went to uni
versity and polytechnics at the 
end of the summer term, said M r 
Coulson, and 11 others to colleges

M AENSON
SUITS 
YOU

in good taste 
anywhere
anytime

prices 
from £23

other makes 
from £19

choose your 
new suit from

GRAYS
I Penny St. and 
Market Hall, 
Blackburn.
Tel. 53275
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for the school Headmaster 

asks for
“local agents”

As you know, members of the 
Governing Body, the Headmaster 
and some members of the staff 
make a special point of attending 
the dinners and functions of the 
Old Blackburnians in various 
parts of the country throughout 
the year. We, in Blackburn, not 
only enjoy this fellowship with 
Old Blackburnians, but think it 
important to keep such fellow
ship alive and flourishing by 
being present at such occasions 
whenever possible. Two facts 
have emerged recently which 
have prompted this letter to you. 
In  the first place, the pressure of 
events and affairs here in Black
bum  make all our diaries in
creasingly fuller for further 
ahead than in the past, and 
secondly, one or two under
graduate secretaries have made 
their arrangements for their 
dinners at such short notice that, 
in some cases, we have regret
fully been unable to accept their 
invitation to be present.

Event

Som e o f  those who attended the dinner were; Front, (from  left to right): Mr N oel Stokes, 
Mr W illiam  Hare, A lderm an Albert Lord (M ayor o f  Blackburn), Mr J D Forbes, Judge P  
Ingress B ell and the H eadm aster Mr D ouglas Coulson. Back: Mr T om  Sharratt, Mr D avid  
Forbes, M r Fred Bury, Mr Geoffrey M ayall, Mr D enis Brearly, Mr Ken Fish and Mr Harry  
King.

Tops in Sports Field
of education and other further 
education establishments. The 
total number of boys at Queen 
Elizabeth’s, including Horncliffe, 
was now 910, of whom 204 were 
in the sixth form.

“ And when our young men go 
on to university,” he continued, 
“ you would be perhaps surprised 
at the variety of subjects which 
they now study.

“ In addition to the traditional 
academic subjects, we now have 
Old Blackburnians reading for 
degrees in management sciences, 
archaeology, food technology, 
business studies, industrial chem
istry, and cybernetics. So far we 
have no pure sociologists—if that 
is not a contradiction in terms.”

“ In games, too, we have fared 
well. We had an outstanding 
cricket season. Our School teams 
played a total of 37 matches and 
lost only two.

“ In fencing the School first 
team remained undefeated and 
one of its members was placed 
third in the English Public 
Schools Tournament and re
presented Lancashire in the 
national championships.

“ In gymnastics the School 
team won the North-west schools 
championships, and two of our 
boys represented the North-west 
in the national championships.

“ And of course we have now 
our splendid new assembly and 
games hall, officially opened by 
M r Hare on April 10. This is a 
really magnificent addition to the 
School’s facilities.

M r Coulson was replying to- 
ihe toast to “The School” , pro
posed by M r Tom  Sharratt. The 
loyal toast was proposed by the 
chairman, M r Donald Forbes, 
who presided, and the toast to

“ Our Guests” by M r Denis 
Brearley. The chief guest, Judge 
Ingress Bell, responded.

Grace was said by the Rev Rex 
Maudsley, and the toastmaster 
was Derick Lund.

Following the custom of recent 
years the chairman took wine 
wilh those present according to 
the decade in which they left 
School. M r Harry King called 
out the decades, and the years 
rolled back as far as 1911-20, to 
which three responded: Lord 
Woolley (1915-17, his brother 
M r W .E. Woolley (1912-15), and 
M r R. E. Ainsworth (1908-11): 
the oldest old boy present.

The menu was: hors d ’oeuvre 
cream of asparagus soup; fillet of 
sole with shrimp sauce; roast 
turkey, sausage, French beans 
carrots, baked and creamed pot
atoes, bread sauce; sherry trifle 
cheese and biscuits and coffee

The Committee of the Old 
Blackbumians’ Association won
der whether anyone would con
sider acting as our “ local agent” 
for whatever annual Old Black
burnian occasion is organised in 
their locality. We all feel that, 
if you could accept this invit
ation, we could thus ensure

(a) that dinners etc., are ar
ranged and notified to us su f
ficiently far in advance for us 
to be able to fit them  into our 
tim e-tab le  at this end and

(b) that the arrangem ents 
for the dinner etc., would at 
least have the guiding hand 
o f som eone w ith m ore ex
perience in such m atters than 
the norm al under-graduate  
has had tim e to acquire.

We would not, of course, 
expect you to make all the detailed 
arrangements for such dinners 
etc., but we would hope that you 
might be willing to call the initial 
meeting of local Old Black
burnians and keep a friendly and 
fatherly eye on such things as 
sending out invitations, the place, 
date and time and the choice of 
speakers. We all feel very strongly 
that if such arrangements could 
be introduced throughout the 
local branches, it would improve 
the administration and, indeed, 
the fellowship of this important 
side of the Old Blackbumians’ 
Association activities.

signed Douglas Coulson 
Headmaster
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Thirty eight m em bers o f  staff received first aid certificates follow ing one o f  Mr Lund’s annual courses. Mr Lund has now  
been training the staff in in itia l first aid for five years.

The H eadm aster presented first aid certificates to m em bers o f  the staff in the School’s new assem bly hall on M ay 25.

The School bursar, Mr Derek Lund, secretary o f  Blackburn St John am bulance, had trained the staff in a short course and 
they were exam ined by M rs P Lund, assistant secretary.

Mr D J Coulson presented in itia l first aid certificates to M essrs; A Brown, M Carrington, S Cooke, J Grogan, M Holgate, 
J Howarth, K Hudson, M Ingham , A Jackson, J Read, D Rhodes, W Stansfield, J Walsh and Mrs P Shaw.

M essrs; P C arm ont, B H ardcastle, C Howarth, D Holt, P  Iddon, E Kay, J Mead, E M etcalf, J Monk, S Monk, F Raby and 
T W atson received in itia l first aid re-exam ination  certificates.

OLD BOYS’ NEWS IN BRIEF . . .
M r William H Bancroft (1943— 

50) became chairman of Black
burn Rovers in January in suc
cession to M r Arthur L Fryars 
(1920-25). M r Bancroft, a direc
tor of Bancroft Shuttles and 
Bobbins L td., has been a member 
of the Rovers’ board since April 
1966.

M r David D unn (1958-65) is 
harpist with the London Festival 
Ballet orchestra. As reported in 
the last Issue of “Magister” , M r 
Graham Bond (1959-65) is the 
orchestra’s assistant conductor.

M r Gorden Henry (1947-53) 
was appointed voluntary services 
officer to the Blackburn group of 
hospitals in the autumn. He was 
previously senior welfare officer 
of the Institute for the Deaf, 
Blackbum.

T he Rev W H C Kingston 
(1946-52) has been appointed 
vicar of St Aidan’s Church, 
Bamber Bridge. He was pre
viously chaplain of a secondary 
school at Bonda, near Umtali, 
Rhodesia, and taught physics 
and mathematics there.

M r David Barker (1955-60) is 
working on a two-year contract as 
an accountant in Tehran.

M r Colin Marlor (1948-55) 
was elected chairman of Black
burn Greys Round Table on 
April 5. The vice-chairman is 
M r Eric Greenwood (1950-57).

M r Frank Berry (1921-26), of 
Nottingham, has retired from 
Boots Pure Drug Co. Ltd. and is 
spending his retirement on re
search into his family history.

M r John C Aspden (1920-27) 
is retiring at the end of April 
after 27 years as chief education 
officer of Eastbourne.

M r Tom  Crehan, formerly 
senior English master at Queen 
Elizabeth’s Grammar School, 
was elected chairman of Bradford 
Community Relations Council 
in March. He is headmaster of 
Huddersfield New College.

M r Crehan taught at Queen 
Elizabeth’s from 1952 to 1959, 
when he was appointed head
master of Belle Vue Boys’ 
Grammar School, Bradford. He 
moved to Huddersfield New 
College in 1968.

D r Keith Miller (1943-48) 
took part in an expedition to the 
Alps of east Greenland during the 
summer and gave an illustratedSir Benjamin orm erod (1903

07) is chairman of the trustees of talk on his adventures in Black- 
the Sir John Barbirolli Memorial bum  on January 8. D r Miller is a 
Foundation, whose creation was fellow of Trinity College, Cam- 
announced on April 5. bridge.
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A MOVE TO COLOUR

M r George Seddon (1920-29), features editor of the Observer, was 
appointed feature* editor of the Observer Colour Magazine in Feb
ruary. He is the originator of the newspaper’s “ Briefing” , “ Hers” , 
and “Ego” features.

From 1933 to 1959 M r Seddon worked, on and off, for the 
Guardian, and during this period he also spent 10 years as a farmer. 
He joined the Observer in 1959 and has twice been features editor.

Ladies Evening at York

The annual Ladies evening was 
held at the Ainsty Hotel, York 
on Friday, May 7, 1971 when 
more than 30 old boys and their 
ladies from Harrogate, Hull, 
Leeds, Middlesborough and 
Manchester attended.

The Blackburn contingent 
comprised the Headmaster, M r 
D J Coulson and M rs Coulson; 
M r and Mrs H King; M r and 
Mrs R H unter and M r F Bury.

M r G  M  Shuttleworth pro
posed the loyal toast and the 
Headmaster briefly expressed the 
thanks of the company to M r 
Shuttleworth and his York col
leagues for a most enjoyable 
evening. He was supported by 
M r E West who added his tribute 
to the sterling work M r Shuttle- 
worth put into the Yorkshire 
Branch.

Fair for 
new tables

The Christmas fair held at 
Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar 
School on November 20 was 
attended by more than a thousand 
people and raised £714 towards 
the cost of new dining furniture 
for Big School.

“The turn-out was beyond our 
wildest dreams,” said M rs Betty 
Coulson, “as was the response to 
our appeal for stock for the stalls.”

M r' Coulson, who heads the 
nrpanising committee, added: 
“ I know many old boys «ent us 
gifts, and I should like to thank 
them all for their generosity and 
help.”

Rector Retires
T he Rev Haydn Greenwood 

Dewey (1916-23), rector of 
Rufford, is retiring this month. 
M r and Mrs Dewey are going 
to live at Settle.

Barrister
M r Reginald Robert Rhoda 

(1950-60) has been called to the 
Bar.

Albert M.A.
M r Albert Eastham (1946-51) 

has gained an MA degree in local 
government at the University of 
Kent at Canterbury.

M r Eastham, a former English 
master at Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School collected re
search material for his thesis 
on “ The Irish City and County 
M anager” while attached to the 
Dublin and Cork City councils 
last year

M r Eastham, who started 
work in the Borough Treasurer’s 
department at Blackburn, is now 
lecturing in public finance and 
public administration at Oxford 
Polytechnic.

Ph.D. in Materials
M r Ian Whittle (1953-60) has 

gained a PhD degree in materials 
science at Bath University.

Demyship
M r C G Edmundson, A.R.C.O. 

(1962-69) has been elected to a 
Demyship in Music at Magdalen 
College, Oxford. He was awarded 
a Rotary International Scholar
ship for advanced music study in 
the Netherlands last summer.

TEA BREAK . . .
M r E Ira Brown (1930-36) returned to Britain in October after 30 

years in India to take up a new appointment as secretary of the 
London Jute Association with the London Chamber of Commerce.

M r Brown, son of the late Rev W Ira Brown, vicar of Rishton, 
went to India in 1940 after leaving Queen Elizabeth’s. He spent three 
years in the Indian Army, reaching the rank of captain, and four years 
in the Indian Civil Service. He then joined the Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry and worked as secretary of the Indian Tea 
Association. He has lived in Calcutta for the past 23 years.
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A Tale of the 
Seven Seas and 
Sands of Time

More Old Boys’ than ever before will be reading this 
Magazine—Your magazine, “Magister”—this year as the 
bonds of friendship spread far away from the classroom and 
sportsfield.

Former pupils of Queen Eliz
abeth’s Grammar, spanning 70 
years of the School’s evolution 
from the beginning of the cen
tury, are spread all over the 
World.

They represent almost every 
profession and trade on Earth and 
are linked together through the 
400 year old School in West 
Park Road. ' Magister” has been 
helping to keep former scholars 
in touch with each other for 
seven years.

This is your Magazine, your 
idea. It has grown with your 
help and we hope it will continue 
to keep you informed of events 
at the school, future reunions and 
news of your former friends.

W ith every age there is change 
and as “Magister” enters its 
eighth year you will notice it too 
has altered its appearance.

Larger type, a bolder look but 
still keeping abreast and up to 
date with news of former pupils. 
We have kept back this issue to 
include the Headmaster’s address.

Talking of addresses we should 
have a complete list of members 
in the Old Blackburnians’ As
sociation in a future issue of the 
Magazine. As you will understand 
the compilation of such a massive 
tome takes some preparing and as 
members are constantly moving 
all over the place, we are taking 
great pains to make sure that the 
information, when published, is 
right up to date.

You can help us make sure that 
we have your correct address by 
writing to let us know of your new

SP E E C H  DAY GUEST

M r Henry L Schollick of 
Oxford returned to the School to 
present speech day prizes on 
May 13.

M r Schollick, who was at the 
School from 1918 to 1925, left 
as head boy to read politics, 
philosophy and economics as a 
Neale exhibitioner at Oriel Col
lege, Oxford.

He gained his BA in 1928 and 
his MA in 1932.

M r Schollick, a director of 
Blackwell’s, Oxford publishers 
and a director of several other 
publishing and book selling 
companies as well as chairman of 
Book Tokens L td for 25 years, 
was awarded the OBE in June
1969 for his services to export.

residence if you have moved in 
the past year.

Don’t forget also that we are 
interested in any changes, pro
motion, a new job, responsibility, 
posting or status. Have you mar
ried since the last “ Magister” , 
retired or won the pools ? Any
thing you have to tell us of interest 
should see it in “Magister” . Our 
treasurer would find the latter 
news of particular interest.

The metamorphosis of Magis
ter from a newspaper style to 
magazine is an experiment in 
easier reading with what we 
think is a new bright look and we 
welcome your views on the new 
style edition.

Not all changes are voluntary, 
however, in these days of higher 
economic squeezes and unfor
tunately the wind of change has 
blown up our costs.

We have been attempting to 
stem the tide in Canute style for 
some time now but with the seas 
of rising costs lapping around our 
ears, we are asking you to throw 
out a life buoy in the form of in
creased membership charges.

Our treasurer, M r Fred Bury 
has worked with mathematical 
dexterity to keep our heads above 
the water but money has the 
peculiarity of sand in an hour 
glass and short of printing it 
ourselves. . . .

Balance sheet and treasurer’s 
tale of the Sands of Time are on 
page 9, with an important notice 
for payment by Banker’s Order.

BUT FOR WHOM . . .
m a g is t e r  wishes to thank the Editor of the Lancashire Evening 

Telegraph for his kind permission to use Telegraph pictures in this 
issue. _

Many people have given willing and generous help with this issue 
and m a g is t e r  is grateful to them all.

THOMAS BRIGGS
(B L A C K B U R N ) LTD.

P R I N T E R S
B O O K B I N D E R S

S T A T I O N E R S

C A T A L O G U E S  M A G A Z I N E S  B R O C H U R E S  P O S T E R S  

A C C O U N T  B O O K S  L O O S E - L E A F  S H E E T S  S T A T IO N E R Y

DUKE STREET • NORTHGATE • BLACKBURN 

TEL. 55651
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“Siege" is unusually well 
written packed with poli- 
cal insights lightened by 
much good humour and a 
genial display of eccentric 
acting by Alistair Sim. 
"S iege " should have some
thing of a run.

Herbert Kretzmer 
{Daily Express) 

"Siege", written by 
former Q EG S head boy 
David Ambrose and per
formed by doyen actors 
Alistair Sim and Stanley 
Holloway with Michael 
Bryant, did have "som e
thing of a run" lasting 12 
days. David Ambrose told 
John Duckworth the 
reasons for the failure, his 
varied and interesting life 
since leaving School and 
plans for the future. See 
page 9.

W E D D IN G S  —  Page 21

O B IT U A R IE S  —  Page 2

D E G R E E S  —  Page 17

T O M  S H A R R A T T  w rites  
about h is scho larsh ip  to  
Austra lia  on page 23.

C3
Mr. Am brose

O LD  B L A C K S
An up to the minute account 

of this years football and last 
years annual meeting by the 
secretary Mr. D. I. Forbes is on 
page 16.

Dates for your Diary
of the Old Blacks Golf Match 
and Branch dinner on page 10.

Lord Rhodes

Lord Rhodes, g u e st  
speaker at the O ld  
B lack b u rn ian 's  annual 
dinner held at the  
Sch o o l on Decem ber 18, 
h as been m ade a K n igh t  
o f the Garter.

Lord R h o d es certain ly  
gave  so m e  bite to  the  
dinner w ith  h is  se a so n 
ing  o f s to r ie s  and h u m 
o ro u s  an ecdo te s and he 
w ill a lw a y s  be rem em 
bered a s  the f ir s t  
speaker ever to  be a sked  
fo r  an encore.

A n  accoun t o f the  
h ead m aste r 's  speech  at 
the dinner and w h a t  
Lord R h o d es sa id  to  
m erit a lm o st  a fou r  
m inute ovation  can be 
foun d  on page  18. ___

C R O S S W O R D
M r. Fred Bury has com 

piled a c ro ssw o rd  specially  
for form er Q E G S  pupils. It  
can be found on page 7.

A.G.M .
A report of the 43rd annual 

meeting of the Old Blackburnians 
Association with balance sheet 
appears on page 26.

Sir Benjamin Ormerod 
sat for a portrait commis
sioned by the Old Black
burnians Association and 
a brief history of the artist 
Mrs. Juliet Pannett is 
included on page 4
together with a description 
of the sitting and what 
happened when she arrived 
early.
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PROCTER’S
for

TELEV IS IO N
C O L O U R  BLA CK  & W H ITE

REN T  O R  BU Y  

R A D IO  H I-F I G R A M S  

A LL  E LE C T R IC A L  A P P L IA N C E S

Choose from the best 

All with service that’s proved

PROCTER’S
14-16 AINSWORTH STREET, BLACKBURN 

Telephone 55336.

T O P  C L A S S  F A B R I C S

IT IS OUR CONSTANT ENDEAVOUR 

TO OFFER FABRICS OF QUALITY IN 

DESIGN AND TEXTURE.

OurjWorkroom is at your disposal for 

MAKING-UP CURTAINS, PELMETS, 

BED-COVERINGS, LOOSE COVERS, ETC.

RYLEY & HAMPSON LIMITED
82 KING W ILL IAM  STREET, 

BLACKBURN.

Telephone 53935.

H. F. COWARD
M r Hubert Frank Coward (1894-99), former director of the Safety 

in Mine Research Establishment, Sheffield, died at Sidmouth on 
August 6 last year. He was 87.

M r Coward did much to reduce the danger of gas explosions in 
mines during his long career at the Research Establishment. He was 
connected with the Establishment from its formation in the 1920s 
until long after his formal retirement as director.

M r Coward left Queen Elizabeth’s just before his 17th birthday 
taking up an open scholarship to Hulme Hall, Manchester University. 
He took every chemistry prize offered by the University during his 
three years and graduated at the top of his year with first class honours.

He became a tutor at the University and researched into the 
combustion of gases. He later took up an appointment at Owens 
College of Technology before joining the Departm ent of Scientific 
and Industrial Research.

DR. G. THOMPSON
D r George Thompson (1923

25) medical superintendent at 
Langho Colony for more than 20 
years died in November aged 59.

He was appointed in 1948 and 
before that, was at Tower 
Hospital, Leicester and Broad
moor hospital for two and a half 
years.

D r Thompson was secretary of 
the Blackburn branch of the 
British Medical Association for 
many years and last year was 
appointed president of the North 
Lancashire and Westmorland 
branch.

He was also president of the 
Blackbum and District Medical 
and Dental Society.

D r Thompson took a mid
wifery course at Queen Char
lotte’s College, London after 
leaving Manchester University.

REV. J. E. EASTWOOD
Canon John Edgar Eastwood 

(1901-05), died at Great Missen- 
den in Buckinghamshire. Canon 
Eastwood was a former RAF 
chaplain and son of the late M r 
Robert Eastwood, deputy Clerk 
to Blackburn Borough Magis
trates.

ALSO . . .
Cyril Roberts (D ecem ber

21, 1971) o f  W oodside Road, 
Blackburn.

Jam es Edward Forrest 
(January 17, 1972) o f  The 
C him es, H ighgate Park, Ful- 
wood, Preston. Aged 50.

Philip  Barlow Sherwood  
(1907-12) o f  C artm el Road, 
St. A nnes-on-Sea, (January
2, 1972).

W illiam  Barker (February
27, 1972) o f Cranbourne
T errace, Blackburn. Aged 50.

E. R. Duckworth
M r Eric Roy Duckworth 

(1908-13), proprietor of a family 
gardening and engineering busi
ness in Mincing Lane, Blackburn 
and a well known East Lanca- 
Braemar, Pleasington in Feb
ruary this year.

M r Duckworth, who was 74 
had been a member of Pleasing
ton Golf Club for more than 50 
years and in his playing days, had 
a handicap of three.

He served in the Army in the 
First World War and became a 
sergeant in the RASC, serving 
in East Africa. On his return, he 
joined his father in the family 
business and became principal 
on his father’s death in 1941.

He was one of the first to join 
the Home Guard during the 
Second World War and became 
Captain to command No 1 
Mobile Reserve Company in the 
Blackburn Battalion.

He married Kathleen Wolsten- 
holme, daughter of M r H. V. 
Wolstenholme, the designer of 
Blackburn’s Public Halls and 
Sessions Building.

He left his widow and son 
Brian, a barrister and chairman 
of Blackburn Rural District 
Council.

M r Duckworth had been 
interested in politics and was 
chairman of Park Ward Con
servative Assocaition in the 
1950s.

As a golfer, in his later years, 
he organised Pleasington Club’s 
open competitions and fostered 
junior golf.

G. R. W ilson
M r George Reginald Wilson 

(1915-22), managing director of 
T he Spring Rod Co L td, Cherry 
Tree, Blackburn, died in hospital 
on August 2 last year. He was 68.

M r Wilson, who lived at 
Gorse Road, Blackburn, left a 
widow and two sons.
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Sauce for 
the Goose...

Mr. Fred Bury, chairman elect and Treasurer of the 
Old Blackburnians Association is having difficulty, not 
only in keeping calm when the Magister accounts come in, 
but finding the usual "forced labour" in sending out 
copies.

His source of supply, punishment school, is drying up. 
Your editor takes some vicarious pride in the past of having 
"he lped" in this chore, and cannot understand the 
difficulty.

It seems as though the boys have more wit than their 
predecessors in not being caught although the number of 
misdemeanours is decreasing.

Mr. Bury, second master at School, is grateful for the 
fall in offenders except when the magazine is ready —  
perhaps a tightening up in little known regulations about 
M ay and November may help !

Subscriptions
This is the first edition of Magister since the subscription 

rates were increased and quite honestly, I don't know  
whether we can afford this issue.

I do not know  whether those w ho ignored the last 
request for subscriptions or to change their banker's order 
did so deliberately or, as has been happening for years, 
simply forgot.

I am assuming the latter, for indeed, I have been much 
heartened in three ways.
■  F irst, on ly  four m em bers have w ritten  a sk in g  
to  be stru ck  from  the m em bersh ip  list.
■  Se con d ly  about fifty  per cent o f b an kers orders  
have been changed  fro m  the o ld  7s. 6d. to  £1, and  
I am  to ld  tha t th is  is  not bad fo r  a f ir s t  request.
■  Th ird ly  I am  m ore than a little im pressed, and  
m oved to  pub lish  m y sincere  thanks, because  o f 
the life m em bers o f  long stan d in g  and som e  not 
so  long, w h o  have sen t cheques to  bridge the gap  
betw een the o ld  rate o f  either £2, £3  or £5  and the  
new  rate o f £15.

Their generosity  w ill g o  a lon g w ay  to w a rd s  
prov id ing  a rea listic  annual incom e.

Finally please remember to change your banker's order 
this time if you did forget before. A lso  a reminder to those 
w ho are in arrears with their subscriptions —  please make 
them out NOW. Better still, save time and worry every year 
by making out the bankers' order form.

Fred Bury (Treasurer).

Source for 
the Magazine...

So m e  item s have been held over until the  
N ovem ber issu e  because  o f p ressure  o f  space  in 
th is  M ag iste r. W e  thank  you fo r  w r it in g  and a ssu re  
you that a s  m uch a s  p o ss ib le  w ill be printed from  
all the letters sent.

In  the m eantim e, the editor w ill be very grate fu l 
fo r  n e w s o f any old boys, anyw here, w ith  date s at 
Schoo l.

The Editor of Magister w ishes to thank everyone w ho 
has helped in the production of this issue and especially 
the Editor of the Lancashire Evening Telegraph and the 
Editor of the Blackburn Times for their kind permission 
to use their pictures in the magazine.

THOMAS BRIGGS
(B L A C K B U R N ) LTD.

P R I N T E R S
B O O K B I N D E R S  

S T A T I O N  E R S

C A T A L O G U E S  M A G A Z I N E S  B R O C H U R E S  P O S T E R S  

A C C O U N T  B O O K S  L O O S E - L E A F  S H E E T S  S T A T I O N E R Y

DUKE STREET • NORTHGATE • BLACKBURN 

TEL. 55651
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Portrait of Sir Ben Ormerod commissioned
The Com m ittee o f the Old Blackburn ians A ssoc iation  

decided last year to com m ission  a painting o f one o f our 
m ost fam ous and respected old boys. S ir  Benjamin Ormerod. 
M r. Garth Edw ards (1935-40) a lecturer in art at Blackburn  
College o f Technology and Design  w ho  lives at Lam m ack  
Road, w as  originally approached to paint an oil portrait. He 
readily agreed to freely devote tim e and labour to such an 
undertaking w hich he described a s  "a n  honour".

Unfortunately S ir  Ben could not travel to Blackburn and 
although M r. Edw ards volunteered to spend h is holidays

dow n in London, S ir  Ben w ould  have had to s it fo r a lengthy  
period.

How ever S ir Ben w rote to the A ssoc iation  a sk in g  if they 
w ould  be prepared to accept a draw ing o f him w hich  w ould  
take much less time and w ould  be carried out at h is home in 
London.

The A ssoc iation  accepted S ir  Ben 's  proposal and the now  
completed draw ing w ill be presented to the Judge  at 
Decem ber's dinner in B ig  School.

The fo llow in g  is an account o f the s it t in g s  w ith a h istory  
of the artist M rs. Ju liet Pannett.

THE ARTIST WHO LOVES 

TO DRAW  JUDGES

by John Duckworth

Mrs. Juliet Pannett was a 
special artist to the Illustrated 
London News for seven years 
until it was taken over by 
Lord Thomson and drawings 
were discontinued.

During her time with that 
magazine, she produced a 
copious folio of drawings 
mainly of musicians and 
politicians in a way which 
opened up the characters of 
such famous virtuosi as Sir 
John Barbirolli, Vaughan 
Williams, of whom two port
raits by Mrs. Pannett are in 
the National Portrait Gallery, 
Dmitri Shostakovich and 
Yehudi Menuhin. The Times 
wrote; “Mrs. Pannett’s draw
ings are helping to humanize 
serious music and to future 
ages they may well prove a 
record beyond price.”

The Brighton Evening 
Argus confirmed, “Juliet 
Pannett, the Hove born artist 
who now lives in Angmering, 
has probably painted or 
drawn more of this country’s 
top people than any other 
artist.”

Premiers

Her title to that claim 
begins with an impressive list 
of Prime Ministers; Harold 
Wilson, Sir Alec Douglas 
Home, Lord Attlee, Sir 
Winston Churchill, Israel’s 
Ben Gurion and Golda Meir. 
Sir Robert Menzies and the 
present Prime Minister, Mr. 
Edward Heath.

Her list seems endless from 
the World of ballet to Royalty 
from actors to anthropologists 
and from leaders of the 
Armed Forces to leaders in 
the Arts.

She has a gravitation 
towards men and women with 
character, from four studies 
of Lady Baden Powell to 
Lord Denning.

“ I love to draw Judges, 
who seem to me to have so 
much expression in their eyes 
and was thrilled to have the 
chance of painting Sir Ben.”

One of her many one 
woman shows was “Lawyers 
of Our Time” when among 
the 41 exhibits were drawings 
of Liberal leader Jeremy 
Thorpe, The Lord Chanc
ellor Quintin Hogg, Lord 
Wilberforce, and Lord 
Denning.

Mrs. Pannett lives in 
Angmering Village, Sussex 
not far from where she was 
was born as Juliet Somers in 
Hove. She has two children 
and paints and draws in a 
garage converted into a studio 
at her home, Pound House.

She is a Freeman of the 
Worshipful Company of 
Painter Stainers, and of the 
City of London and has a firm 
and fine reputation for her 
dynamic portraits.

A section from a catalogue 
of an exhibition which inclu
ded portraits of Field- 
Marshal Claude Auchinleck, 
Igor Stravinsky, Earl Mount- 
batten of Burma and Harry 
Secombe, says Mrs. Pannett 
was fascinated by the “face

of music” from her early days 
at Brighton College of Art.

“ She has painted a large 
number of famous composers, 
conductors and soloists and 
from musicians to ballerinas 
was a compulsive step. Then 
came statesmen and the 
politicians, the dignity of the 
Law, high ranking service 
personnel, leaders of industry 
and commerce. The faces of 
the World by a woman fully 
meriting the tribute of the 
“Times” .

Lectures

“ She has six works in the 
National Portrait Gallery and 
others in numerous private 
and public collections. She 
has held one woman exhibi
tions at the Royal Festival 
Hall, London; in New York 
and elsewhere in the United 
States and at Coventry Cathe
dral Festival in 1962.

“Her works have been 
shown at the Royal Academy, 
Royal Society of Portrait 
Painters and the Institute of 
Painters in Watercolours’ 
shows in London and the 
provinces.

“Mrs. Pannett lectures 
frequently, not only on 
portrait painting but on travel 
from the artists’ angle titled 
Round the World with a 
sketch book.”

And she must be qualified 
to give such a lecture as she 
was official artist on the 
Australian Airline Quantas 
inaugural jet flights from 
London to Sydney.

Mrs. Pannett described the 
second sitting for Sir Ben’s 
portrait; “ It was fixed for 
10 a.m. on the 10th February 
and I had stayed in London 
overnight to be sure to be 
punctual. I took a taxi from 
my hotel and as there was 
much less traffic than I had 
expected, I arrived at 
Lincoln’s Inn half an hour 
early.

Bare Feet

“ It was a cold sunny 
morning but as I did not want 
to arrive too early I sat on the 
War Memorial for 15 minutes 
then thought it would be all 
right to go in.”

Mrs. Pannett was greeted 
by Sir Ben in dressing gown 
and bare feet to the exclama
tion that it could not be time. 
“He had overslept as his son 
had visited him the night 
before and at one o’clock in 
the morning they were eating 
scrambled eggs,” said Mrs. 
Pannett.

On Time

“However as the clock 
struck ten, Sir Ben came in 
for his sitting saying, with a 
twinkle, that he thought it 
was just as bad to be early as 
late, as it was such a waste of 
time and I could have done 
something useful in that half 
hour which was so true!”
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Mrs. Pannett has just completed a large oil painting of Sussex and England cricketer A. E. R. Gilligan for Sussex County 
Cricket Club and went to Edinburgh in April to paint Professor Porteous, professor of divinity at the University. A 
month’s one woman exhibition in her home town of Hove has recently ended.

The photograph, taken by Mrs Pannett’s daughter, Elizabeth, a student at her m other’s form er train ing ground, Brighton  
C ollege o f  Art, shows M rs Pannett w ith the finished portrait w ith Sir Ben on the left.

Bursar of
M r Keith Wightman (1949

54) has been appointed bursar of 
Casterton School, Kirkby Lons
dale.

Casterton School was founded 
in 1823 to provide a good edu
cation for the daughters of 
Church of England clergymen. 
Today it is a girls’ public school 
of more than 300 pupils, aged 
between 8 and 18.

After leaving Queen Eliza
beth’s M r Wightman joined his 
father’s firm, Charles Yates, 
Wightman, and Co., solicitors, 
in Blackbum. He spent several 
years there and qualified as a 
fellow of the Institute of Legal 
Executives.

Casterton
In 1965 he was appointed 

bursar of Sandon House School, 
Chelmsford, a private boarding 
school for boys with just over 100 
pupils, aged between 11 and 16. 
The headmaster, M r A Wilkin
son, is also an Old Blackburnian 
(1920-26).

Brontes
M r Wightman remained at 

Chelmsford until he moved to 
Casterton School in November 
last year. He w rites:

“Many well-known people in 
Blackburn have been educated at 
Casterton School. Among its 
earliest pupils were the Bronte 
sisters, who, incidentally, speak

School
in most derogatory terms of it 
in one of their books!

“ It is situated in a delightful 
spot— l i  miles from Kirkby 
Lonsdale and on the edge of the 
moors.

“There are between 40 and 50 
teaching staff and about the same 
number of administrative staff, 
domestics, etc.

“A bursar’s job consists mainly 
of being responsible for the finan
cial administration of a school— 
collection of fees, payment of 
accounts, salaries, wages, etc. 
Bursars are also often responsible 
for supervising maintenance staff 
who see to the upkeep of the 
buildings and grounds.

HEAD OFFICE 
POST FOR 
BANKER

M r J J Haworth (1946-50) 
has been appointed to special 
work under the general manager 
of Lloyd’s Bank at the head office 
in Lombard Street, London.

M r Haworth was assistant 
manager of the Huddersfield 
branch for three years and was 
previously on the Bank’s in
spection staff.

His new duties will include 
instructional work at the Bank’s 
staff college and will live in 
Kingswood, Surrey.
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Old Boy flees from 
Pakistan War

X m a s  Fair 
b rings  £ 9 8 0
T he School’s Christmas Fair 

opened by Lancashire County 
Cricket captain Jack Bond, 
raised £980.

The money will be used to buy 
new refectory tables in Japanese 
light oak. .

School governor M r Ronnie 
Davies who is also treasurer of 
Lancashire Cricket Club, was 
chairman.

Carlisle move 
for Manager
M r Tom  McLeod (1928-38), 

manager of Barclays Bank Ltd, 
Blackburn has been appointed 
manager of the English Street 
branch in Carlisle.

M r McLeod, who is married 
with a twin son and daughter, 
lives in Wycollar Road, Black
burn and began his career at 
Martins Bank, Darwen in 1938.

He moved round several East 
Lancashire branches of Martins 
including Manchester before 
being appointed manager of the 
West Bromwich branch in 1960.

Seven years later M r McLeod 
returned to Blackburn as 
manager and during his four 
years saw the merger into 
Barclays.

He was secretary of the Greater 
Midland Housing Society and 
honorary treasurer of the local 
savings committee and the West 
Bromwich Engineering Training 
Group while in the Midlands.

He became honorary treasurer 
of Blackburn Civic Society and 
Lancashire (East) branch of the 
RSPCA during his time in Black
burn.

HIS WIFE HAS A BABY IN ENGLAND

The Indo-Pakistan war brought humour and not a little tension out 
of the horror and chaos for Old Black Tom Southworth (1950-55), 
for although stationed at Lahore, West Pakistan, as a Foreign Office 
immigration official, he and his wife Sherley, had to leave rather 
hurriedly.

News arrived that M r Southworth, 34, had to leave with other 
Britons when trouble broke out on the Northern borders of India and 
West Pakistan.

Tension was high all over Pakistan when M r Southworth and other 
colleagues set off in his car after his wife, who was expecting their 
first child, had left earlier.

With army vehicles speeding about in all directions, M r Southworth 
had the original idea of painting a red cross on his white car to get 
through more quickly to the airport.

Unfortunately one of M r Southworth’s companions had grabbed 
the first coat he could find in the rush — an army great coat

He was quickly told to take it off and shiver if he wanted to get to 
the airport in one piece.

Safely back in England, M r Southworth visited his father and 
mother, M r and Mrs Harry Southworth at their Wilworth Crescent 
home in Blackburn.

M r Southworth senior, 63, is also a former pupil at Queen Eliza
beth’s attending from 1928 to 1924. His son Tom has been with the 
Foreign Office since leaving school at 17. He served in New York and 
Iraq before moving to Pakistan.

The RAF flew M r and Mrs Southworth out, bringing back mem
ories of M r Southworth’s National Service in Cheshire and Cyprus.

Not knowing how long the troubles would last in Pakistan, M r 
Southworth bought a house in Biggin Hill, but he is now back in 
Pakistan — though not in Lahore. The Embassies have all moved 
further from the border to Islamabad.

Mrs Southworth had a son, David James who was born in England, 
after a midwife had travelled on the plane with her and another woman 
in the same condition.

M r. McLeod

He and his wife and son will 
move to Carlisle in the Summer 
but his daughter Pauline, a 
journalist will remain in Black
burn.

T o w n  Council 
S to p  Places

Blackburn Town Council have 
ended an agreement with Queen 
Elizabeth’s allowing 30 sixth 
form places each year to boys 
from the town’s comprehensive 
schools.

OXFORD 
DINNER

The annual dinner of the 
Oxford branch of the Old Black
burnians’ Association was held in 
M erton College, Oxford on 
Friday, 4th February. This 
thoroughly successful evening 
was arranged by Messrs. P 
Moizer and R P Horton.

In the absence of the Head
master on unavoidable school 
business the response to the toast 
to the School was made by M r 
D W Shaw.

Those who attended were:
Messrs N Jepson, E C Marsden, 
H L Schollick, C P Waring, 
R Hunter, D W Shaw, A Byrom, 
B G Aldred, R P Horton, 
P Moizer, N  W Towers, 
J Fielding, C G Edmundson, 
S J Ferguson, R K Read, 
S W Atherton, J G Kirk, 
C J Miller, H Hargreaves, 
B D Milligan, D Collison, 
A Howarth, A F Dalby, F R P 
Bolton, and Drs D F Ridehalgh, 
N T  Holden.

Homeless Walk

H eadm aster Mr D ouglas J. 
Coulson, gave Mr Peter  
Ogden Sm ith , North West 
organiser fcr Shelter, £500 
on behalf o f  boys at the 
School who had raised the 
m oney for hom eless fam ilies  
in an 18 m ile sponsored walk.

Mr Sm ith  said the m oney  
would accom odate two fam i
lies.
lies. The walk organised by 
Mr M ichael Bancroft, a 
m aster at the school and 
Blackburn area Shelter 
organiser, and m ore than 150 
boys and their friends took 
part.

PR O M O TIO N  
FOR 

LIBR AR IAN S
Two former pupils of Queen 

Elizabeth's who joined Black
burn Library from School have 
received promotion.

Mr. Stephen Martin Child 
(1953-64), of Whitecroft Lane, 
Mellor, has been appointed 
chief assistant. This is a newly 
created post.

Mr. Andrew Holliday (1959
65), of Parkwood Road, Black
burn, has been promoted from 
senior assistant to reference 
librarian. Mr. Holliday, a married 
man, is an Associate of the 
Library Association.

He follows Mr. Child as 
reference librarian to which post 
Mr. Child was appointed in 1970.

Mr. Child who is also an 
Associate of the Library Associ
ation is group scoutmaster at 
St. James', Blackburn.



O N E  A C R O S S . . .
Here w e  are, th is  is  it! A fte r  the "T im e s  C r o s s 

w o r d "— One A c ro ss .  A t  the sp a rin g  o f  no expense  
(O ur T reasurer— and com pile r— M r. Fred Bury, 
can w o rk  ou t tha t one!).

"T h is  is  a new  venture. So m e  o f  the c lu e s m ay  
take  you back  to  the happ ie st d a y s !

" I  hope that som e  c lu es are o b v io u s  enough  to  
g ive  you a go o d  start, h opes indeed tha t you f in ish  
the c ro ssw o rd . I a im ed at m edium  d ifficu lty .

" I f  you w o u ld  like one more, easie r d iff icu lt  or 
im possib le , you have on ly  to  let u s  k n o w ".

ACROSS
1. The society drawn from either the rich or alcoholic (6).
5. The writer of 2 down (3).
7. It may be a problem to some but the solution to your treasurer (2)
8. Chance happening in the middle of elevenses (5).

10. W hat the photographer does to get the whole school on 
backwards. (4).

12. No lesson lasted so long—it only seemed like it (3).
13. This usually out of ten (4).
14. Sounds a rather riotous sport, no wonder some get the blues (6).
16. One member of the staff has two named after him in 

Blackburn (2).
17. Look, that is the District Inspector (2).
18. T o cost it he’s got metrication (6).
20. Would fifty of them roar into action ? (4).
22. A graduate page. (Older OBs will remember having their marks 

lowered) (3).
23 . P o le s  in  th e  o ld  d a y s  (4).
24. A great girl (5).
25. The bomb and then this, its enough to turn litmus (2).
26. A kind of profit (3).
27. Not the perfect round of bearings (3).
28. Could be back or forward, but never backward (6).

DOW N
1. You need two more for the holidays (5).
2. Class going to sleep ? then Sir should utter new dope suitably 

mixed to win (4, 6).
3. If you are marked so, no-one will see you (6).
4. Now look here (2).
5. In the old days, once you had your name down for this school, 

you were in (10).
6. Part of a sixth former rarely seen nowadays (4).
9. There are 6! 4! permuattions possible, its magic ? (6)

10. Remember your Chemistry ? this will tell you your mettle (2).
11. With such a monotonous diet, its rent a tea for him (8).
15. An American soldier on what sounds like a horse leading the 

French. W hat a laugh (6).
19. Greek letter, with postscript, returned—in flood of corres

pondence, perhaps (5).
20. The discipline of Metalwork ? (4).
21. Not our type of school (2).
25. Put it in your pipette (2).

Men going places call a t 
ROY MARLOR and choose 
quality clothes with a diff
erence. A difference th a t 
the particular man takes 
to his heart.

All the top names end up 
a t ROY MARLOR - AQUA 
SCUTUM, SUMRIE - need 
we go o n !
You should make ROY 
MARLOR your shop - 
there’s no finer place >n 
the whole of the North.

ROY
MARLOR PURE N EW  

FOR HAN ABOUT TOWN AND COUNTRY

B L A C K B U R N  - S3 King W illiam  St. Tel. 59372 B U R N L E Y  - I Howe W alk. Tel. 23073 

S K I P T O N  - M iddle Row  Tel. 3977

THE REFRIGERATION CENTRE
(Blackburn) Ltd.

(N. D. Briggs, E. H. Atherton)

SCHOOL BUILDINGS 

CHERRY TREE, BLACKBURN

Telephone And at
Blackbum 21637 Accrington 33404

Main Agents for LEC REFRIGERATION LTD. 

Authorised Dealers of  

STERNE and KELVINATOR 

Comm ercial and Dom estic Equipment
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D. B. Hollen & Co.
Auctioneers, Valuers, Land and Estate Agents

47 Preston New Road 
Blackburn BB2 6AE 
Tel. 53211 (2 lines)

District Agents for Dewsbury and 

West Riding Building Societies

T R A V E L  A G E N T S  
T O U R S  BY  A IR  A N D  CO A C H  
A G E N T S  FOR L E A D IN G

T O U R  C O M P A N IE S

J. & F. ASPDEN
( B l a c k b u r n )  Ltd
Trave l Serv ices

3 Park Road, 

Blackburn, Lancs. 

Telephone 52323

23 Railway Road, 
Darwen, Lancs. 

Telephone 71127

QEGS CHOICE FOR TRAVEL
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M r Ambrose is inspired with a wit like Tom Stoppard's M r Ambrose slips in the details of plot with skill and there are verbal
(Sunday Times), felicities along the way. (Punch).

David Ambrose has come up with a splendidly fluent and uncomfortable A  pure political science-fiction. .  . .but it easy to see what attracted 
first play. (Daily Express). Stanley Holloway back to the live theatre since “M y Fair Lady”.
A  brilliantly original idea developed in a masterly way which marks (Daily Mail).
David Ambrose with a very bright future as a playwright. Unusually well written, packed with political insights, lightened by much

{Evening News). good humour. (Daily Express).

“Siege” received its fair share of criticism on its opening night at the Cambridge Theatre 
London but a general view as shown by the reviews above, gave the play plenty of 
encouragement.

B E S I E G E D !
—  The story behind the flop that wasn't

David Ambrose (1952-61) former QEGS head boy, first Thwaites Scholar from the School went 
to study law at Oxford. He began a career in journalism with the Observer then started writing film 
and television scripts. 

A successful script writer, he tells John Duckworth why Siege was taken off after only 12 nights 
and what the future holds for the play and himself.

My own memories of 
David Ambrose at School 
were that he would make an 
admirable barrister; his tone, 
bearing and looks as he stood 
surveying the school from the 
platform during assembly, 
combined with his showman
ship spelt out such a career.

His first steps to Merton 
College, Oxford were on those 
lines—to read law—then his 
passion for writing short 
stories at school took him to 
the Observer where he was 
concerned with interviewing 
people associated with the 
arts for the diary piece 
“Briefing” — originated, 
incidentally, by George 
Seddon (1920-29) now 
features editor of the paper’s 
colour magazine (see Mag
ister vol. 15).

David Ambrose left the 
paper late in 1966 and free
lanced for Nova and other 
magazines while meeting 
people like Robert Boult, 
Neil Simons and Dame Peggy 
Ashcroft who Mrs. Pannett 
has also met and sketched 
(see page 4).

“ I didn’t want to go into 
chambers and become a barrister. 
I couldn’t face a life bounded by 
pin-striped trousers” ,

His showmanship carried him 
into the theatre as stage manager 
of the Adeline Genee theatre near 
East Grinstead in Surrey. He 
managed five productions at the 
theatre following a Royal opening 
with Margot Fonteyn in the 
W inter of ’66

D avid A m brose’s par
ents, Mr and M rs Edwin  
A m brose o f  Thorpe Green, 
Brindle and his sister, 
M rs M argery Haydock, 
her husband, M alcolm  and 
their three children trav
elled  to London for the 
opening night o f  Siege.

David has appeard in several 
plays at School, but acting nor 
the technical aspect of producing 
plays appealed to him more than 
writing and he left the theatre in 
the following Summer.

I t was about this time he met 
Dirk Bogard through a mutual 
friend Michael York and David 
told the actor about his ambitions 
as a playwright. Bogard asked 
David to write him a film script 
which the actor subsequently 
bought.

“ It was Bogard who told me to 
go out and write television plays if 
I was interested and so in the 
W inter of ’67 I set about learning 
the art of screen writing” .

“Towards the end of 
December that year I finished my 
first television script, “Public 
Face” , a political play about the 
head of a college. I used a certain 
amount of my own experience at 
Oxford for this play which was 
networked in May 1969.

“ In the intervening 18 months 
between writing the play and it 
being shown, I wrote many other 
short plays and began my globe 
trotting in the big screen World.

“ I spent three and a half 
months in Roumania re-writing 
and polishing up my script for a 
Roman Epic which hasn’t found 
its way to this country yet 
although it has been shown in the 
United States, Germany and 
Italy.

Sm all Hours
“ It was a hectic time writing 

from early morning until the 
small hours of the next day some
times, but it was exciting working 
with Laurence Harvey, Honor 
Blackman and Orson Welles.

“ T he film was called ‘Battle 
for Rome’ and ‘starred’ the whole 
of the Roumanian Army as extras 
M y work on the film completed 
about the Summer of ‘68 and in 
the Autumn I was jet-setting off 
again—this time to Rome, action 
setting for the last film.

“ I wrote a film for Dirk 
Bogard in Rome which he has 
since bought, but which has not 
yet been produced.

“ I returned to London and 
finished another television play 
in February ’69, ‘T he Innocent 
Ceremony’. This film was pre
sented in the series ‘Saturday 
Night Theatre’ and starred Sarah 
Lawson and Jospeh O’Connor 
as a retired bored old man 
looking for something to brighten 
up his life” .

Berlin

David Ambrose’s life needed 
no livening up at that stage, for 
he flew to Berlin after writing the 
television play to begin work on 
another film script before any of 
his TV  plays had been put out.

“ Public Face” was produced 
in May followed by “ The 
Innocent Ceremony” in June, 
while David was hard at work 
re-fashioning the script for 
“ Passion Flower Hotel” .

David carried on his globe 
trotting in the film world to land 
in the middle of what he 
describes as a “ sex and violence 
movie” . After work on the script, 
he decided to leave film writing 
for a while.

“ I didn’t want to get on to the 
movie treadmill keep shovelling 
out plays and as I had made a bit 
of money I returned to London 
bought a flat in Primrose Hill and 
decided to do my own thing” .

continued on the next page
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David Ambrose (cont.)

His “own thing” was to write 
a stage play—and he had just the 
thing in mind. Something he had 
been thinking of for some weeks, 
and after a few more weeks at his 
Primrose Hill typewriter, the 
former Brindle boy had his first 
stage manuscript ready.

The play was, of course, 
“ Siege” , and the content looked 
so interesting to the promoter 
and producer that only the best 
actors for the parts were 
contacted.

A short play, full of humour 
and unnerving ideas, with a cast 
of Alister Sim, Michael Bryant 
and Stanley Holloway making 
his first live stage come-back 
since “ My Fair Lady” , should 
have taken the City by storm.

Indeed, it received what might 
be termed rave reviews at its 
premier at the Theatre Royal, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne and its 
provincial success held portent 
of a long West End run.

Tragedy

But then the worst combi
nation of stage circumstances 
rose to pile tragedy on tragedy 
on the light hearted show as it 
struggled to make it.

The Cambridge Theatre was 
the worst possible choice of 
venue for a writer’s first play. 
I t  was much too large with 1300 
seats when a small 400 audience 
each night would have been ideal.

Then the play was put on in 
W inter, an accepted major hurdle 
in the growing pains of a first 
play. To make matters worse 
and perhaps the final straw were 
the power cuts.

I f  the loss of power affected 
anyone to the extent of a couple 
of hours cold and darkness or 
even the businessman’s struggle 
to catch up on two weeks lost 
work, it finally brought down the 
curtain on “ Siege” .

Revival

T he theatre had a generator 
but the power cuts prevented or 
put off possible patrons from 
going to see the show. Why pay 
to be cold and in the dark when 
you can freeze in the privacy of 
your own hame ?

So the play closed after 12 days 
and so would any other in the 
series of unfortunate circum
stances. W hat the critics failed 
to say was that “ Siege” has been 
bought by the Germans and the 
French are seriously thinking of 
following suit.

Actor Peter O’Toole and play
wright Christopher Fry saw the

play and asked to read a copy. 
David Ambrose, himself, thinks 
there is a strong chance of a 
revival, possibly in Bristol and 
two television companies have 
made inquiries to put it on.

All this interest in a play that 
only ran for 12 days—It must 
have made some impact.

In a field where success does 
not usually breed success, but 
where failure almost inevitably 
breeds obscurity, David Ambrose 
is not a man to be put off easily.

A film he wrote last year has 
interested David Niven and he 
has completed another play for 
television after having his third, 
“ The Undoing” accepted last 
year.

On the strength of his “ Siege” 
manuscript alone he was asked 
to follow it up with another play 
for the stage, but it will have to 
wait until he has completed 
comissions for three more plays 
for ITV  and one for Auntie Beeb 
(BBC).

If  success does breed success, 
David Ambrose has plenty of it 
under his belt and lots of credit 
for the future. He again got the 
urge to travel, and is currently 
chasing the sun in Paris and 
Ibiza pushing himself in con
genial surroundings to complete 
a television play for Summer.

JbiaXtf
Dates

Old Blackburnian's Annual 
Golf Competition: Thursday, 
June 1st at Blackburn Golf Club.

Yorkshire Branch O.B.A. 
Annual Dinner: Friday 20th 
October at the GUILDFORD  
HOTEL. LEEDS.

Old Blackburnian's Associa
tion Annual General Meeting: 
Tuesday November 21st at the 
Club House, Lammack.

OLD B L A C K B U R N IA N 'S  
A S S O C I A T I O N  A N N U A L  
DINNER AT BIG SCHOOL ON 
SATURDAY 16th DECEMBER. 
1972.

BOTH EDITORS 
IN  FAR EAST

Mr. Graeme Stanton has been appointed editor of the 
Bangkok World and his wife Heather has taken a post as 
women’s editor.

M r Stanton attended Queen Elizabeth’s from 1949 to 1955 and 
was previously assistant editor of the Evening Echo, Watford. Before 
that he was night editor of the Journal, Newcastle-upon-Tyne.

M r Stanton and his wife, who writes under her maiden name of 
Miller, have two sons, one born in February this year.

M r Stanton started his career 
in journalism as a junior reporter 
with the Northern Daily Tele
graph (now the Lancashire Even
ing Telegraph) in Blackburn 
when he left School. He later 
joined the sports staff and 
specialised in sports reporting 
until he was called up for national 
service in the army in 1960. He 
was posted to the Far East and 
spent two years as a sergeant 
journalist with army public rel
ations in Malaya, Singapore, and 
Hongkong, after which he re
turned to the Lancashire Evening 
Telegraph as a sub-editor.

In June, 1964, he joined the 
Daily Express in Manchester as 
a sub-editor and shortly after
wards moved to a similar position 
in the Manchester office of the 
Daily Mail, where he remained 
for a year and acted for some 
time as chief sub-editor. He be
came night editor of the Journal 
at Newcastle in August, 1965.

D ire c to rsh ip
M r John Morris, 49, managing 

director of C E Heath Hindley 
and Co L td, Bolton incorporated 
insurance brokers, has been 
appointed to the board of C E 
Heath and Co (Home) L td of 
London, which is the U .K. 
insurance broking division of 
C E Heath and Co Ltd of London.

M r Morris has been in insur
ance for 33 years since leaving 
School and was appointed manag
ing director of Heath Hindley in 
May last year. He lives in Lytham.

Headmaster
M r Geoffrey Tate, a former 

geography master and leader of 
the School scout troop, has been 
appointed headmaster of Little- 
hampton Comprehensive School.
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Former
Headmaster
Appointed

Senior
Inspector

Mr. Rothwell

Former headmaster of St 
Thomas’ C of E junior school, 
Blackburn, M r James Rothwell 
(1932-38) has been appointed 
senior inspector of schools with 
M anchester Education Authority

M r Rothwell left Blackburn 
after 12 years as headmaster at 
St Thomas’ in 1969 to become 
district inspector at Manchester. 
He was appointed senior district 
inspector in 1970.

After leaving QEGS, he 
worked in Blackburn Public 
Library and as a clerk in the 
Borough Treasurer’s department. 
He was a staff navigator and 
flying officer in the RAF during 
the war and trained as a teacher 
on his demob.

He was appointed headmaster 
of Guide C of E School in 1953 
after four years as assistant 
teacher at St James’ primary 
school.

He was secretary of Blackburn 
Church Schools’ Association and 
was its representative on the 
town’s education committee. He 
served on the Diocesan Council 
for Education, was chairman of 
Blackburn branch of the NSPCC 
and a president of Blackburn 
Head Teachers’ Association.

M r Rothwell is also an author 
and wrote a paper back about 
worship in schools called “Nine 
o’clock on a Wet Monday M orn
ing” .

He and his wife, Irene live at 
Sale, Cheshire and have a 
married daughter and a son 
Michael who also attended Queen 
Elizabeth’s from 1959 to 1966 
and went to Durham University.

CHIEF CASHIER RETIRES
M r Norman Foster, first 

cashier at the Church Street 
branch of Lloyds Bank in Black
burn, retired on December 24,
1970, after 43 years’ service with 
the bank.

M r Foster attended Queen 
Elizabeth’s Grammar School 
from 1919 to 1927. He was 
junior victor ludorum in 1924 and 
was football captain of Hawkins 
in his last year at School. He 
joined Lloyd’s Bank as a clerk at 
the Darwen branch on March 14, 
1927, when he was 16, and he 
passed his banking examinations 
in 1931 and 1938.

In 1940 he joined the Royal Air 
Force and spent much of his 
service during the Second World 
War on the North-west Frontier 
of India. He returned to Lloyds 
Bank in Darwen in 1946. In 
August, 1948, he transferred to 
the Blackbum branch, and in 1964 
he was promoted first cashier.

In retirement he intends to 
devote more time to golf at 
Blackburn Golf Club.

M r Foster and his wife live at 
427 Revidge Road, Blackburn. 
Their son, M r James Allan 
Foster, who is also an Old Black
burnian (1957-65), took his BSc

Spanish Master

M r R H T  Ellicott (1939-43), 
has been appointed Spanish 
master at St John Fisher RC 
School, Preston.

M r Ellicott served in the 
Colonial Service in Ghana for 
eight years from 1953 after 
graduating from Oriel College, 
Oxford in 1951.

Married with two children, 
M r Ellicott began teaching at 
Accrington Grammar School 
after gaining the Diploma in 
Education.

Surveyor

M r M  W Ramsbottom (1954
62), has passed the final exami
nation of the Royal Institute 
of Chartered Surveyors. M r 
Ramsbottom lives in Queens Rd, 
Blackburn.

Mr. Foster

degree in colour chemistry at 
Leeds University in 1968 and 
now works at Chadderton as a 
process technician with Viyella 
International.

M r Foster’s retirement ends a 
family total of 87 years’ service in 
banking: his father, M r H erbert 
Foster, joined the old Cunliffes 
Brooks Company on June 19, 
1888, and continued in service at 
the Church Street branch after the 
amalgamation with Lloyds Bank 
in the early years of this century. 
T he branch still possesses a ledger 
which shows that he started at a 
salary of £20 a year. He, too, rose 
to the position of first cashier, and 
he retired in 1932.

A c c o u n ta n t  
w in s  £ 1 0 0

M r. Clarke
Mr. David Clarke (1949-54) 

of Lynwood Ave., Clayton-le- 
Moors, was runner-up in a N at
ional Accountancy competition 
this year after winning it twice 
in succession in previous years.

Mr. Clarke a company Secret
ary with the Greyhound Garage 
at Altham had 99 points from a 
possible 100 and won £100 for 
second place.

The New  Sixth Form Block w ill be
built behind Hartley H ouse in the square 1.4. The next edition 

o f M a g iste r  w ill include a feature on the new block.

A N S W E R S  TO  C R O S S W O R D
A C R O S S :  1. Choral, 5. Pen, 7. BO (Banker's Order), 8. Evens, 
10. Snap, 12. Eon, 13. Dine, 14. Rowing, 16. ST. 17. Dl, 18. Tithes, 
20. Ions, 22. Map, 23. Rods, 24. Greta, 25. CL, 26. Net, 27. New, 
28. Centre.
D O W N  : 1. Cheer, 2. Open Window, 3. Absent, 4. Lo, 5. Punishment, 
6. Nape, 9. Voodoo, 10. SN, 11. Ant-eater, 15. Giggle, 19. Spate, 
20, Iron, 21. SS (Secondary School), 25. CC (Cubic Centimetre).

Manager 
moves to 
Burnley

M r Edwin Comberbach (1938
43) was appointed manager of the 
Burnley branch of Blackbum 
Trustee Savings Bank in Novem
ber. He had previously been 
manager of the branch at Bast- 
well, Blackburn, since 1962.

M r Comberbach held several 
appointments after leaving School 
and served in the Royal Engineers 
for three years.

He joined the staff of Black
burn Trustee Savings Bank in 
1951 and spent some time as the 
assistant branch inspector before 
being appointed manager at Bast- 
well, a new branch, in 1962.

He is an associate member of 
the Savings Banks Institute and 
has a son who attends Queen 
Elizabeth’s. He lives at 58 School 
Lane, Guide.

M r John Dent (1934-40), 
manager since 1961 of the G ran
ville Road branch in Blackbum, 
succeeded M r Comberbach at 
Bastwell, and M r Ronald Car- 
ruthers (1941-47) moved from 
the Bank Top branch, Blackburn, 
to take M r D ent’s place at Gran
ville Road.

Open
University
Organiser

Mr. Marsh
The Open University includes 

former QEGS pupil M r Anthony 
Roger M arsh among its staff.

M r M arsh (1948-53), will be 
concerned with the organisation 
and development of study-centre 
services in Yorkshire, based in 
Leeds.

He was formerly senior lec
turer in biology at Huddersfield 
College of Education (Technical).

M r Marsh, married with two 
sons, attended Blackburn College 
of Technology and Design, then 
left to gain an honours degree in 
botany at Leicester University.

He taught at Peterborough 
Technical College before moving 
to Huddersfield five years later.
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SEED AND 

GABBUTT ltd

Booksellers since 1907

4[and 6 P R E S T O N  N E W  R O A D  

Telephone 58226 

40 and 42 D A R W E N  S T R E E T  

Telephone 59855 

B L A C K B U R N

Puzzled ?

JOHN FORBES
for Men’s wear

Visit our man’s shop 

for all your clothing requirements

Ties

O LD  BO YS  

Scarves - Cuff Links

ATH LET IC  H O U SE 

Northgate— Lord Street, Blackburn.
Telephone 57501

Mr M aurice Povah is a keen unraveller o f  the m ost com 
plex m athem atical problem s and puzzles.

Mr Povah o f  B rantfell Road, Blackburn, head o f  the B lack
burn C ollege o f  Technology and D esign’s biology departm ent 
and a form er m em ber o f  staff at Queen E lizabeth’s G ram m ar  
School, once m atched his skill against a com puter and won!

The problem  he gave it entailed so a cum bersom e pro
gram m e he says, that he could work out the problem  faster  
him self.

Mr Povah also has a collection  o f  60 m arrionette puppets 
m ost o f  w hich he hand carved and m ade while at Queen  
E lizabeth’s. He regularly put on shows with the School’s 
m arrionette club w hich he ran and has taken art courses at 
the Tech.

He has lectured on a variety o f  subjects other than biology  
including tim ber and fibre technology and should find no 
difficulty in  filling tim e during his retirem ent which he began  
at the end o f  A pril last year.

Solved !
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Q E G S  
S IX  
A  
SIDE  
B E A T  
E T O N  
FOR  
T H E  
CUP The School 1st XI from which the six-a-side team was chosen. They are seen here outside the 

Lanrmack pavilion with sportsmaster and Old Black Brian Hardcastle.

QEGS again took part in the annual Public Schools’ six -a 
side football tournam ent which was held th is year on the 
National W estm inster pitches in  Norbury, London on 
D ecem ber 14th. Thirty two schools gathered from  all parts 
o f the country and the winning school from  each o f  eight 
groups 'Progressed' to the quarter-finals. P rior to the 
com petition  the F irst XI had been unbeaten in school 
m atches since early October and this a llied  to the skill, 
enthusiasm  and keenness shown in practices suggested  
that they m ight at least qualify for the final rounds.

However, in their group gam es, held before lunch,Q EGS  
seem ed unable to reach the high standards achieved in 
practice and although they beat W ellingborough 3-0 in the 
first gam e they were hardly convincing. In the second gam e  
against a m ediocre C arm el C ollege side they only m anaged  
a 1-0 victory. Finally', they only scraped a goalless draw  
with M alvern and their chances o f  qualifying depended on 
M alvern’s final gam e.

Over lunch plans were being discussed either for an early  
return to Blackburn, i f  we failed to qualify as seem ed  
likely, or for a drastic reshuffle o f  the team  should we 
m anage to get through. As it was M alvern only drew their 
final gam e so QEGS m oved into the quarter-final to play  
Kinbolton. Several changes were m ade for this gam e. 
Easton was m oved into m idfield , E m m ett reverted to a 
defensive role and, perhaps the m ost significant change, 
T olley was brought into the side and his calm , constructive  
play contributed enorm ously to the im provem ent which  
followed. Even so they had a difficult struggle against 
Kinbolton being a goal and a corner down just after h a lf  
tim e (each h a lf lasts only seven m inutes). In a few seconds 
the gam e was transform ed whenQEGS gained two success
ive corners on the right and from  the second their goal
keeper fum bled the ball over the line from  a W hitehead  
cross, thus puttingQ EG S ahead by a corner!

This seem ed to be the turning point in  the fortunes o f  
the side for they scored again to win 2-1 and this win 
restored their confidence for future gam es.

In the sem i-finals against strong a Repton side they gave 
an alm ost flawless display o f  sixes football, after conceding  
an early goal, to win convincingly 3-1 w ith goals from  
Lawson 2, W hithead.

In the final they beat surprise qualifiers Eton m ore easily  
than the final score o f  1-0 would suggest — Lawson again  
scoring the vital goal.

In the end QEGS were worthy w inners o f  the trophy, 
which was presented by N orm an Creek, and full credit 
m ust be given to all m em bers o f  the team  for their recovery  
after a disappointing m orning, for their keenness and 
w illingness to learn, and for their fitness, which stood them  
in good stead over a m ost gruelling day. Particular m ention  
should also be m ade o f  the leadership and exam ple o f  Gary 
Easton.
The final team  was: G. D ickinson, R. E m m ett, N. Tolley, 
G. Easton (captain), J. W hitehead, P . Lawson; w hilst 
G. W arburton and G. Shaw also played in the group gam es.

B. A. H ardcastle

Appointed 
House 
Master

M r Jeffrey Barry Vent (1936
44), has been appointed House 
Master of Sherwyn’s House at 
King Henry VIII  School, 
Coventry, where he has been 
teaching modern languages since 
1949.

I t is the first change in house 
masters of the School’s five 
Houses in more than 25 years 
except for one appointment made 
some years ago when a master 
resigned from illness.

M r Vent lived with his parents 
in Pleckgate Rd before going up 
to Oriel College, Oxford, then 
moved to Coventry with them.

M r Vent is chairman of the 
Old Coventrians’ Association and 
honorary treasurer of the Assis
tant Masters’ Association 
Warwickshire branch.

He coaches the School’s junior 
rugby and cricket teams and had 
the pleasure of seeing his rugger 
boys tot up 900 points while only 
conceeding 109 in winning 31 of 
their 34 games this season.

His three cricket teams played 
throughout the season with only 
one losing — in the last game.

M r Vent is certainly kept busy 
for even when relaxing, he helps 
with School trips, being master- 
in-charge of the annual camp in 
Guernsey and organiser of the 
yearly trip to Paris.

Leaves Army
M r Harold Stancliffe has re

tired from the Army after 20 
years and has taken up an ap
pointment with Shell Inter
national Petroleum Company on 
the personnel staff.

He is helping to advise and 
train those who will themselves 
train others which was his main 
function in the last three years 
of army life.
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Q E G S  —
A view of the 
School on top

F-8 AN UNUSUAL 
PHOTOGRAPH OF 
THE NEW BLOCK

The p icture  on the righ t s h o w s  the Sch o o l a s  it 
h as never been seen before —  fro m  above. The  
aeriel v iew  w a s  taken fro m  a plane durin g  one o f  
B la ck b u rn 's  rare clear d ay s and the orig ina l h an gs  
in the h eadm aste rs study.

B ig  S ch o o l lies betw een G3 and G 4 f the Radcliffe  
w in g  in G4 w ith  the new  hall and gym n asiu m  in 
G6 (P h o to grap h s  o f the interior are on page  25).

The  Sc ience  b lock  is  foun d  in J4  and B io lo gy  and  
A rt  bu ild ing in 17.

W e s t  Park  Road  runs a lon g  the to p 'w ith  D u k e s  
B ro w  at the bottom  o f the picture. E a st  Lan cs ' 
ground. The M e a d o w s, w ith  the scorebox  is  at the  
to p  left and Hartley H ou se  is  on the righ t betw een  
K4 and L4.

H ornc liffe  can be foun d  illum ined by the su n ligh t  
in B6 tucked  betw een the trees w ith  the Jun io r  
sch o o l quad in B5.

The h ead m aste r 's  houes is  in D5  w ith  the top  
quad ta k in g  up D2, D3, E2 and E3 flanked  by the o ld  
gym n asiu m  on the r igh t in F3.

The low er quad is  in H8, 18 w ith  car p a rk s  at 13 
and F8. The latter bearing so u n d s  m ore like a 
cam era exposure. The cam era h a s left ou t one  
im portan t build ing, how ever, the new  six th  form  
block.

The reason  is  s im p le  —  it h a s  no t yet been built. 
I f  you  do  no t a lready k n o w  w here  the new  bu ild ing  
is  to  be placed, have a gu e ss. The an sw e r is  on  
page  11 w ith  the c ro ssw o rd  so lution .

MAGISTER Page
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Old Blacks just miss 
Fourth Championship
— SUCCESSFUL SO CIAL SIDE

Roger Horrocks, acting captain fo rtheannua l "B o x in g  

D a y " gam e aga in st a B lackburn Com bination represent

ative X I to sse s  up before the match w hich  the Old B lacks  

w on  2-1 at Lam m ack on December 27.

DAVID FORBES 
WRITES:

Unfortunately the 1st XI were 
unable to retain the champion
ship of the 1st Div. of Lancs 
Amateur League. W ithout striker 
Charlie Gregson who was out all 
season with cartilage trouble, Old 
Blacks failed to regain their 
winning form of the previous 3 
seasons, although they managed 
to finish in second place.

The season started promisingly 
when the club won its own seven- 
a-side competition “ Old Black 
Sevens” , in August. This is the 
second time they have won it in 
the 5 years it has been going. It is 
a pre-season warm up competition 
for all clubs in the N orth Section 
of the Lancs. Amateur League.

Following this the 1st XI were 
quite successful in pre-season 
friendlies but were unable to 
continue this into their pro
gramme proper. As usual the 
league fixtures were delayed 
because of Cup commitments.

Cup
In  the FA Amateur Cup—drawn 
at home to Whitkirk Wanderers 
from Leeds. Despite being 3-0 
up after half-time, Old Blacks 
only managed a 3-3 draw. The 
replay at Whitkirk resulted in a 
4-0 defeat for Old Blacks by a 
stronger and more confident 
home team.

In  the Lancs. Amateur Cup, 
Old Blacks first game was v. 
Southport Trinity and with 
another home match, Old Blacks 
came out 2-0 winners. In the 
next round Old Blacks enter
tained St Andrews United from 
Liverpool but despite being in 
command for most of the game, 
they were beaten 4-3. They were 
also knocked out of the Lancs. 
Amateur League Cup 2-1 by 
Old Salfordians.

League
T heir performance in the Cup 

fixtures was carried into the 
League when they lost their first 
two League fixtures. However 
after this the Old Blacks regained 
some of their old composure and 
only dropped one point in their 
next 11 matches. However, 
having dropped a fu rther seven 
points in their next matches, they 
lost their chance of regaining the 
championship.

T he second XI also failed to 
follow up last seasons success and 
have finished about half-way in 
their Division.

T he third XI won their vital 
last two matches of the season 
to stave off possible relegation 
whilst the 4th XI have had one 
o f their most successful seasons 
finishing well up in the top half 
of their division.

On the brighter side, several 
new players have joined the Club 
ranks this season and show 
promise for the future.

Social

On the social side the Club 
has prospered during the past 
and more new members have 
joined the Club. However all 
Old Boys are most welcome as 
are their friends, whether Old 
Boys or not. The Club provides 
a convivial meeting place for all 
Old Boys and their friends 
whether footballers or not. 
Dances and other social functions 
are held regularly and have 
proved most successful this past 
year. The Club has an active 
Ladies Committee who are 
always anxious to recruit new 
members.

At the AGM  held on May 10 
the following officers and com
mittee were elected:
President: W. K. Forbes 
Chairman: E. Wilkinson 
V. Chairman: D. L. Stevenson 
Hon. Sec: D. I. Forbes

Hon. Treas.: R. Smith 
Hon. Team Sec: R. N. Hornsby 
Hon. Pul’ty Sec: N. K. Sharpies 
Hon. Auditor: J. Tattersall 
Hon. Solicitor: J. D. Forbes

The Chairman for the past 
5 years K. V. Newton, resigned 
due to pressure of other com
mitments and to make room for 
a new face. He was thanked at the 
meeting for his efforts. The new 
chairman E. Wilkinson has been 
a member of the club for many 
years and we wish him well. 
Keith Newton was presented 
with an inscribed tankard.

This year’s award of Clubman 
of the Year went to Peter Browne 
who has been chairman of the 
bar committee for the past two 
years and whose efforts and 
willingness have shown a mag
nificent increase in the takings at 
the bar. His award was 
presented at the Club’s Annual

OLD 
BLACKBURNIANS 

A.F.C.
Final Positions 

1971-72

P W D L F A pts

1st XI 24 16 4 4 70 39 36
2nd XI 24 10 3 11 53 49 23
3rd XI 26 8 5 13 54 65 21
4th XI 28 16 3 9 92 68 35

Dinner on 26 May by M r Wilf 
Crumblehome, a former vice
president of the Club, and the 
person who originated the award 
two years ago. It was awarded to 
the secretary D. I. Forbes last 
year.

LA ST  
Y EA R

Another successful barbecue 
was held on June 18 and could 
possibly become an annual event. 
T he bar was open well into the 
early hours of the morning, 
and although it poured down all 
night, there was dancing on a 
wooden floor to a jazz band and 
a pop group inside a large 
marquee.

Half chickens were served from 
a smaller shelter close to the 
club house and if a larger crowd 
could have been expected with 
more clement weather, there 
were enough to make it “ go with 
a swing” .

Change

A small change of rules in allow
ing separate membership for 
ladies was approved.

Interest in the club increased 
over the past year with a slight 
rise in membership and Peter 
Browne and the bar staff were 
thanked for their hard work 
which resulted in a large rise in 
bar profits.

The club’s finances were still 
not as strong as the committee 
would have liked and the mem
bers were asked to put in a little 
extra effort.

Many social functions were 
held at the club over the previous 
year including formal and infor
mal dances, film evenings, a 
barbecue and car treasure hunts.

Everyone is welcome to the 
events, whether a member or not 
—but, asked M r David Forbes— 
“Why not become a m em ber? 
T he cost ? A mere 50p per year. 
I t entitles you to go to the club 
whenever it is open, to join in 
everything it offers and to receive 
a monthly newsletter.”
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Secretary M r Forbes an

nounced that the club house was 
open Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday evenings and all day 
Saturday from midday, and also 
available for private hire on 
T  uesdays and Thursdays in
cluding all the facilities. Any 
interested in hiring the club 
house was asked to contact M r 
Forbes.

The club’s annual dinner was 
held at the club on Friday May 
21 when the chief guest and 
speaker was East Lancashire 
professional Neil Hawke who 
gave a talk on his cricketing 
experiences.

He presented the trophies and 
badges won during the season 
including the clubman of the 
year award to David Forbes.

The award, donated by M r 
W ilf Crumblehulme who is a 
member of the Old Blacks, was to 
be presented to the person who 
helped the club most, either on 
or off the field.

Each committee member was 
allowed three votes and club 
secretary David came out on top. 
Peter Browne came a close 
runner-up.

After the formal part of the 
evening, a comedian entertained 
and a sing-song carried the pro
ceedings well into the early hours 
leaving four who kept their vow 
to play football at dawn!

The Christmas draw was 
again successful to the extent of 
£20 to club funds and our thanks 
are extended to all the helpers 
and those who donated prizes.

The chairman of the ladies 
committee, Mrs Ibbotson and 
some of the “more established 
members” resigned in favour of 
some new faces although I must 
record our sincere thanks to them 
for their unselfish work in the 
past and hope that we shall 
continue to have their support.

M r Newton thanked everyone 
for their help in running the club 
during the year and expressed a 
wish that they would all continue 
to serve as well in the following 
year.

Accounts
T he club accounts were pre

sented and adopted and in the 
absence of the treasurer, M r T  
Cave, the club auditor, M r D  L 
Stevenson explained the accounts 
and answered questions.

Thanks were expressed to M r 
Stevenson and M r N K Sharpies 
who handled the accounts and 
completed the books after M r 
Cave was transferred through his 
work to London.

A sub-committee, appointed 
after some considerable dis
cussion about subscriptions at 
last year’s meeting, produced a 
very full and detailed report about 
membership.

Recommendations of the re
port were approved at the 
meeting.

Degrees and Things. . .
The fo l lo w in g  Old Boys have ga ined 
Pro fess iona l o r  A c a d e m ic  successes

M r P e te r  P . A IN SW O R TH
(1939-45) has been appointed 
Regional Operations Manager 
Asia/Pacific with C.P. Air at 
Tokyo International Airport.

COLIN  B A M FO R D  (1963
69) has gained a first class BA 
in law from Trinity Hall, 
Cambridge.

R OBIN  P. B O LTO N  (1961
67) gained an upper second class 
honours in medical sciences at 
Cambridge. He will continue 
studying at Oxford Medical 
School.

K EITH  CHARNLEY (1961
-67) awarded first class honours 
in zoology at Durham. He is 
continuing at Durham in research 
for his PhD.

IAN C H IPP E N D A L E  (1960
66) gained a BSc in chemical 
engineering with a second class 
honours from Leeds. He has 
taken an appointment as an 
organisation and methods officer 
in Bradford.

BARRY CLARK (1960-66) 
awarded BSc honours at St 
Andrew’s University, Edinburgh. 
He will continue his studies at 
Glasgow University for a PhD.

JO H N  W R O E D EW H U R ST
(1969-66) gained a second class 
honours BA combined in studies 
(physchology) at Leicester U ni
versity. He is being sponsored by 
Manchester Regional Hospital 
Board to study for an MSc in 
clinical physchology at Birming
ham University.

JO H N  F. D U C K W O R TH
(1959-65) present editor of 
Magister gained the National 
Certificate in Journalism.

JO H N  F. FO R B E S (1951-61) 
gained M Sc in civil engineering 
at Swansea University. He is 
researching for a PhD.

DAVID G U T T E R ID G E
M r David Gutteridge (1961

67) of Brantfell Road, Blackburn, 
has gained a diploma from the 
College of Naturopathy and 
Osteopathy, Camden, London 
after a four year course and 
will be opening a practice in 
Blackburn.

N ORM A N  H A W C R O FT
(1960-66) gained first class hon
ours in chemistry at Lincoln 
College, Oxford. He is studying 
for doctorate at Oxford.

P E T E R  L A M STER
M r Peter Lamster (1958-65) 

has passed his final Law exam
ination to qualify as a solicitor.

M r Lamster of Oldfield 
Avenue, Darwen, was articled to 
M r David Watson, a Darwen 
solicitor, in 1969 after gaining an 
LIB degree from London U ni
versity.

A Queen’s Scout, he is sec
retary of Darwen and District 
Scout Association and of Darwen 
Cricket Club and a member of 
the Mayor of Darwen’s com
mittee to restore Darwen Tower.

AND REW  D EN TO N  LUND
(1959-65) awarded MB, ChB at 
Manchester University and is 
now house physician at Crump- 
sall Hospital, Manchester.

C H R IS T O P H E R  D ER IC K  
LUN D  (1963-69) has been 
awarded a degree in medical 
science from St Andrew’s U ni
versity, Edinburgh. He is con
tinuing his studies at Dundee 
University. M r Lund is the son 
of the Queen Elizabeth’s domes
tic bursar M r Derick Lund.

D EN IS M . M A RTIN  (1958
64) awarded PhD at Oxford. 
He had been at Clarendon 
Laboratory researching in low 
temperatures and is now teaching 
at Hyde County Grammar 
School, Cheshire.

JO H N  M O R R IS  (1960-66) 
gained a BSc with upper second 
class honours in chemical engin
eering at Leeds. He is studying 
operations research at Hull U ni
versity.

M ichael R A M SB O T T O M
(1958-64) has passed the final 
examinations of the Royal Insti
tute of Chatrered Surveyors.

A n thony  Jam es R O B E R T S
(1962-68) gained a second upper 
class honours degree in phil
osophy at Sussex.

JO H N  H. R O B IN SO N  (1941
46) appointed chairman of the 
N orth Lancashire Branch of the 
Institute of Marketing.

W illiam  A lan TH O R N H IL L
(1959-65) gained second class 
honours BSc in agricultural zoo
logy at Nottingham University’s 
Loughborough School of Agri
culture.

IAN T H O M PSO N  (1962-68) 
gained first class honours in 
English at Cambridge. He is 
studying for a PhD.

JO H N  R. W H ITEH EA D
(1962-68) gained a first class 
honours in mathematics from 
Worcester College, Oxford.

G EO FFR EY  R ED M A N
M r G eoffrey H. R ed m an  

(1957-64), has been  aw ard ed  
a D o c to r o f  P h ilo sophy  
degree  a t  O xfo rd  U niversity .

D r R ed m an , only  son o f  
M r J. D . R ed m an  (1916-23), 
sh ipp ing  m a n a g e r o f  a ch em i
cal w orks, an d  M rs R ed m an  
o f  F ec itt B row , B lack b u rn , 
gained  an  open sch o la rsh ip  to  
M agdalen  College.

H e ga ined  a f irs t class B Sc 
h o n o u rs  in  physics an d  a 
d ip lo m a  in  advanced  m a th e 
m a tic s  befo re  re sea rch in g  in  
n u m e ric a l analysis a t  O xford  
U n iv ers ity ’s co m p u tin g  la b 
o ra to ry .

H e now w orks fo r a  L iv e r
pool based  firm  o f  consu lting  
ac tu a rie s  in  L ondon.
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S C H O O L  S F U T U R E  IN B A L A N C E

Several Years of Success 
if Direct Grant Continues

The future of Direct Grant must be in the balance 
if and when the present Government changes 
warned the Headmaster Mr. Douglas J. Coulson at 
the annual dinner in Big School on December 18.

"Som e  say the British never see the writing on the wall 
until their backs are up against it. I can assure you that the 
governors are well aware of most of the implications 
affecting the future of Queen Elizabeth's".

"If the direct grant system 
continues we should look 
forward to several years of good 
academic success for there has 
been no falling off in the demand 
for places. The School has been 
flourishing over the last five 
years."

"An appeal for the new sixth 
form block launched in 
November has reached £12,500 
towards its target of £15,000 
with about 370 parents contri
buting with Old Boys and friends 
of the School."

"But the prestige and well 
being of an institution relies not 
in the magnificence of the 
buildings but in the people who 
work together in them bound 
up in their success."

Seven boys went up to Oxford 
last year, 36 to other Universities, 
and 12 to Colleges of further 
education. Twelve received first 
class honours and 31 second 
class degrees.

The School's cross country 
and fencing teams had been 
unbeaten and Mr. Coulson re
minded the visitors that not all 
the good football had been 
played at Ewood Park.

"The future of direct grant 
schools is, of course, always un
certain, because education is 
always part of the political scene. 
One or two direct grant schools 
have the sympathy of Mrs. 
Thatcher as exemplified by her 
recent amendment of the grant 
itself although the future of direct

grant must be in the balance if 
and when the Government 
changes".

The Headmaster was replying 
to a toast to the School proposed 
by Mr. Guy Shuttleworth, (1937
45), chairman of the York Branch 
of the Old Blackburnians' 
Association.

His excuse for moving to 
Yorkshire was that someone had 
to educate them. There was 
quite a bit of jovial bantering 
about Yorkshiremen as the chief 
guest Lord Rhodes, former Lord 
Lt. of Lancashire, has the mis
fortune to be born in the nether 
regions East of Burnley.

T R IB U T E

But Lord Rhodes was well up 
to the light hearted jibes and was 
ready with a few of his own 
when his turn arrived.

Mr. Shuttleworth paid tribute 
to the work of one of the 
Association's most respected 
members, Mr. Harry King, the 
School's senior science master, 
as "a splendid old boy". Mr. King 
had earlier asked members to 
take wine with the chairman by 
decades at the School. He began 
with 1962-71 and ended at 
1902-11.

Mr. Shuttleworth welcomed 
Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Eastwood 
and reminded them of their 
almost as well known nicknames, 
"Spike" and "Pecker". The 
School had changed a great 
deal since he attended with the 
"Chemi-labs. an ancient monu
ment".

He had composed a short 
poem about the former masters 
and their nicknames and the 
Headmaster commented that the 
Summers always seemed sunnier 
and the masters larger than life 
looking back.

C O N F ID E N C E

Mr. Shuttleworth probably 
voiced every pupil's mind when 
he said everyone had great 
confidence in the School and the 
Old Boys would always be there 
when needed.

Mr. Clifford H. Singleton 
(1935-39), appointed Blackburn 
Borough Treasurer last year, 
proposed a toast to the guests.

BEER RUNS OUT AT Y O R K !
The York dinner broke w ith tradition in m oving from  the 

U niversity to the Guildford H otel, Leeds where 23 Old Boys 
enjoyed a five course m eal — and the beer until it ran out!

It is cla im ed  that not enough had been put on rather than 
any other reason, although the room  was very warm  for the 
tim e o f  year —October!

A contingent o f  Seven represented the School (m entioned  
first in the list below) and were w elcom ed by the chairm an  
Mr Guy Shuttleworth.

Guy had m ore speaking to do when he cam e to the “return  
m atch” for the annual dinner in B ig School on D ecem ber 18 
and proposed a toast to the School.

A m ong the guests was M r Howard N ightingale (1964-70) 
the School’s first student o f  Chinese and Linguistic Phoentics. 
He is currently taking an honours course at Leeds.

A com plete list reads:
The H eadm aster, M r D. J. Coulson, M essrs J. D. Forbes,

F. Bury, H. King, D. W. Shaw, R. Hunter, J. F. Duckworth,
G. M. Shuttlew orth, K. Chadwick, R. Reeves, H. Brocklehurst, 
D . Fairies, J. A. Bishop, H. N ightingale, C. Kirkham, J. Adam s, 
G. M oore, S. G. N aisby, D. Cunliffe, D. R iding, G. W hitehead, 
J. D ewhurst and A. J. Bird.

He welcomed head boy Andrew 
Walsh and Lord Rhodes who he 
described as "a warrior for the 
North's economic future". He 
said although he had not won 
the fight, he had set an example 
for each and everyone to follow 
based on the foundation from 
Queen Elizabeth's and similar 
schools.

Lord Rhodes hoped that some
one would send him a letter 
thanking him for coming so that 
his wife would know where he 
had been. He explained that his 
secretary had mixed up the dates 
and thought his wife would not 
speak to him again as on that 
night he should have been at a 
performance of the Messiah at 
his home Civic Hall.

He said the School was 
imposing but was disappointed 
when, on entering the front door 
he had obeyed a sign which had 
said ring and wait. After ringing 
and waiting nothing happened.

Menu
E g g  M a y o n n a is e  

C r e a m  o f  A s p a ra g u s  S o u p

M u s h ro o m  V o l-a u -v e n t

R o a s t S i r lo in  o f  E n g l is h  B ee f  
H o r s e r a d is h  S a u c e  

B a k e d  a n d  C r e a m e d  P o ta to e s  
G a r d e n  P e a s  C r e a m e d  C a r r o t s

B o m b e  T u t t i  F r u t t i

C h e e se  a n d  B is c u i ts

C o ffe e

He returned the earlier side 
swipes of his Yorkshire ancestry 
with a quick story retold here. 
"A  man in a railway carriage on 
a train from Manchester to Leeds 
told everyone in the compart
ment he knew where they came 
from by just looking at them. 
He guessed everyone's birth 
place correctly except a little 
pale man in a corner of the 
compartment. He told the man 
he came from Lancashire where
upon the small man replied that



he was born in Huddersfield but 
he had been very poorly".

Lord Rhodes then noticed the 
portrait of Lord Morley opposite 
him and said that our most 
famous Old Boy had probably 
had more significance to him 
than anyone else in the room. 
While spending two and a half 
years in Hospital during the first 
World War, he had read Lord 
Morley's recollections. After 
leaving hospital, work was 
difficult to find and because he 
couldn't find any—"I became a 
capitalist buying my first loom 
in Blackburn". Things were bad 
in the past but, he said "The 
future is coming at us so quickly 
that we can hardly cope with it 
and I have never known a time 
when we were on a sharper knife 
edge than we are on today. We 
are being called to question on a 
whole manner of things.

P R O B L E M S

People's faiths have been 
undermined over the years. The 
education system is being called 
into question. Major industries

run down and having to find 
something else to make things 
tick.
Drugs on a scale never seen 
before. Identification and land
marks swept by the board".

He told members they would 
be fortunate if, as they sat down 
to next year's dinner, they had 
not got more of the present 
problems.

An Old Boys Association such 
as Queen Elizabeths' was fortu
nate to keep the standards of 
the past.

O V A T IO N

The steadiness and stability 
of men of principle who could 
hold up the old standards should 
be instilled into their asso
ciates for the effect could 
be outstanding in stemming the 
present declines.

After sitting down. Lord 
Rhodes was given a three and a 
half minute standing ovation and 
created a record by becoming the 
first guest speaker to give an 
encore. He did so with a short 
story which also received another 
large response.
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Cheshire and South 
Manchester Branch

The School “expeditionary force” led by the headm aster  
travelled to Knutsford last October to support the newly  
form ed Cheshire and South M anchester B ranch’s first dinner 
at C otton’s Hotel.

It proved to be a great success although Mr Derek Bradley  
was apprehensive — it was at his hotel. “I had to m ake sure 
everything was first class although I was not sure it was a good 
idea for an Old Boy to hold the dinner at his own p lace”. 
Everyone had a thoroughly enjoyable tim e and even raised  
their glasses to D erek to show he had no need to worry.

There were 28 present and the chairm an o f  the latest o f the 
A ssociation’s branches, Mr Eric West proposed a toast to the 
School and thanked the visitors for attending.

He said the A ssociation had been very helpful in providing  
in form ation  to found the branch w hich had had two m eetings 
up to the dinner.

The H eadm aster, Mr Coulson replied to the toast.
The com plete guest list was:

School: M essrs J. D. Forbes (chairm an o f  the OBA), D. J. 
Coulson, H eadm aster, W. Hare (chairm an o f  the governors), 
F. Bury, H. King, R. H unter, E. J. Ray, D. W. Shaw, J. F. 
Duckworth (M agister Editor).
Branch: M essrs P . L. Jones, T. S. Hindle, R. M. Fairbarn, 
M. B annister, H. S. M arsden, D. Sharpies, E. Taylor, A. 
C arolin, H. S. Mayo, H. M orris, H. R am sbottom , R. H. Pearson  
J. C. Pearson, H. M ayhall, J. E. O fficer, D. C. Bradley, E. West, 
J. B. Kay and W. Calvert.

Guests at the annual dinner are pictured above before the m eal. They included; Lord Rhodes, The M ayor o f  Blackburn, 
A lderm an John S im pson, Mr Anson B entley, president o f  the Old Boltonians, Mr Vincent C lassick, chairm an o f  St. M ary s 
Old Boys, Mr Geoffrey M ayhall, director o f  education for Blackburn, The H eadm aster, M r D ouglas J. Coulson, Mr J. D . Forbes, 
chairm an o f the Old B lackburnians’ A ssociation, M r Guy Shuttlew orth, chairm an o f  the York branch, M r Clifford Singleton, 
Blackburn Borough Treasurer, Mr W illiam  Hare, chairm an o f  the governors, M r Harry King, senior science m aster, Mr Fred  
B ury, Treasurer o f  the A ssociation and secretary Mr D avid Forbes.



CANON IS MADE BISHOP
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Consecrated by 
the Archbishop  
of Canterbury

The Bishop of Hertford is 
QEGS former pupil The Right 
Rev Hubert Victor Whitesy 
(1928-33) who was consecrated 
by The Most Rev, His Grace, 
T he Lord Archbishop of Canter
bury, D r Michael Ramsey last 
November.

Bishop Whitsey left School 
and attended Blackburn Tech
nical College before going to 
work in a bank.

He joined the Royal Artillery 
as a private on the outbreak of 
war and rose to the rank of Lt. 
Colonel. He took an honours 
degree in politics and economics 
after the war at St Edmund Hall, 
Oxford, and was ordained 
shortly after.

Bishop Whitsey lived in Azalea 
Road, Blackburn as a boy and 
was a member of St Silas’ Church 
choir.

He was instituted vicar of 
St Paul’s Church, Farrington, 
near Preston after some time as 
curate of Chorley Parish Church 
and moved to All Saints and 
Martyrs Church Langley, 
Middleton.

He was made a Canon of 
Manchester Cathedral in 1963 
and was appointed vicar of 
Downham in 1968 (see Magister 
No 10). He held the post for three

S IX T H  F O R M E R  

FA LLS 800 FT 

IN  SC O U T  

E X P E D IT IO N

An 800 feet fall for Queen 
Elizabeth sixth form student 
Kevin John McDonald turned 
into a lucky escape after slipping 
from Striding Edge on Helvellyn 
in the Lake District in the same 
spot a man had fallen to his death 
24 hours earlier.

Kevin of Arnside Crescent, 
Feniscowles had been climbing 
with six friends, members of 
Feniscowles Venture Scouts, 
when he slipped near the mount
ain summit.

He crashed 800 feet down an 
ice gully, breaking his leg, arm 
and wrist.

years before becoming suffragan 
Bishop Hertford in the Diocese 
of St Albans.

M r Whitsey and his wife, Jean, 
a former art mistress, have 
christened their new home 
“ Hertford House” in Abbey Mill 
Lane, St Albans. It lies between 
his Bishop’s Palace and the 
Country’s oldest inhabited 
public house, “The Fighting 
Cocks” .

Kevin

S choo l 
V is ito r

D r Roger Holden (1926-37), 
younger son of the late M r 
A rthur Holden, a former head
master and old boy, called in at 
School during a fleeting visit to 
Blackburn towards the end of 
February. He was greatly im
pressed with the new hall and 
sports hall. (See page 25).

T W IC E  
C H A M P

M r David Ward (1952-58) has 
won two championships in his 
first full season of motor racing. 
Driving his own Morris Cooper 
he has won, with another driver, 
the Longton sprint championship 
and the SD34 speed champion
ship.

T he SD34 championship 
covers most of Lancashire, and as 
the name implies embraces the 
square no. SD34 on the relevant 
Ordnance Survey map.

M r Ward competed mainly in 
sprint events last year and 
achieved notable successes at all 
the major sprint circuits in 
Lancashire, including Woodvale, 
near Southport, Burtonwood, 
near Warrington, Blackpool, and 
Longridge.

He races his car with a close 
friend. Between them they pre
pared and tuned the car them
selves throughout the 1970 season, 
which contained some 12 events. 
Throughout the season M r Ward 
recorded 5 class wins, 3 second in 
class, 3 third in class, and 1 fourth 
in class.

M r Ward has worked in pub
licity since leaving School and is 
now chief group publicity execu
tive for the British Vita Co. Ltd., 
of Middleton, Manchester. He 
lives at Higham, near Burnley.

Appointed 
Headmaster

M r Eric T urner (1946-53) has 
been appointed headmaster of 
South Chadderton County Sec
ondary School, Chadderton, near 
Manchester. He was previously 
deputy headmaster of Moorside 
County Secondary School, Swin- 
ton, near Manchester.

From Queen Elizabeth’s M r 
T urner went to Leeds Univer
sity, where he read French and 
gained his BA degree in 1956.

After national service in the 
Royal Army Educational Corps, 
mainly in Aden, he returned to 
Blackburn on the staff of Witton 
Park Secondary M odem  School, 
and in 1961 he moved to St 
H ilda’s Church of England 
Secondary School as head of the 
French department.

Head o f Languages

In  1966 he was appointed head 
of the modern languages depart
ment at St W ilfrid’s Church of 
England School, Blackburn, 
where he remained until he 
became deputy headmaster of 
Moorside County Secondary 
School in 1967.

M r T urner is married, with 
two children, and lives at 26 The 
Nook, Winton, Eccles, near 
Manchester.
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Wedding  
Bells...

This issue gives us time to 
congratulate all the old boys who 
have married during the past 
year. They were:

Mr Anthony McNamee, a 
member of the Old Blacks first 
eleven, who married Miss Irene 
Siddaway at Rishton Parish 
Church. The groom, a manage
ment trainee, is the youngest 
son of Mrs. I. McNamee of 
Cornwall Road, Rishton.

Blackburn teacher Mr Michael 
Owen Hardacre (1958-64) and 
Miss Doreen Elizabeth Harris 
were married at St. Chad's 
Church, Rubery, Birmingham.

Mr Hardacre of Griffin Court, 
Ewood, a teacher at Pleckgate 
School, is the only son of Mr and 
Mrs R. W. Hardacre of Horden 
View, Feniscowles. The bride 
took up a teaching post in 
Blackburn following the 
wedding.

Mr Roger Holt (1959-65), a 
teacher of modern languages at 
an Ipswich school married a 
colleague, Miss Gillian S. Guy 
at St. Peter's Church, Ashley. 
They are living in Ipswich.

Mr Holt who gained a degree 
from Downing College, Cam
bridge, is the son of Mr and Mrs 
Holt of The Grove, Whalley.

Mr John Lawrence Oak 
(1959-65), a management 
trainee and Miss Victoria Mary 
Parkinson, a display dresser, 
were married at St. John's 
Church, Blackburn.

Mr Oak who gained a degree in 
geography from Sheffield, is the 
son of Mr L. C. Oak, Blackburn 
Transport Manager, and Mrs Oak 
of Warrenside Close, Wilpshire.

Mr David Michael Jones 
(1959-65), a Manchester 
University graduate articled to 
the Blackburn Solicitor, who 
married Miss Eileen Patricia 
Duckworth, at St. Jude’s Church, 
Blackburn.

Miss Duckworth is a teacher 
at Pleckgate School and the 
grooms parents are also teachers. 
Mr Clifford Jones is headmaster 
of Intack Primary School and 
Mrs. Jones teaches at the same 
school.

Mr Anthony John Moreton 
formerly of Ballantrae Road, 
Blackburn, married Miss Lesley 
Ann Smith of Hawthorn Road, 
Redditch, Worcestershire, at St. 
Luke’s Church, Redditch.

Barry Russell Brown (1950-56) 
and Maureen Senior, St Peter’s 
Church, Burnley, on October 17,
1970.

Mr Michael George Knight 
(1959-65), an accountant, and 
Miss Sheila Mary Ratcliffe, a 
Bolton dental surgeon, were 
married at Christ Church, 
Heaton, Bolton.

Mr Knight is the younger son 
of Mr and Mrs. H. M. Knight of 
Pringle Street, Blackburn.

Enjoying a post pran
dial discussion at Calgary 
are; front: left to right; 
Dr. F. Tyler, Mr. Hugh 
G. Macklin, Mr. Bob 
Darwent. Rear: Dr. J. R. 
Maltby, Mr. Roy A. 
Ashcroft.

Dr. Tyler at Calgary
Teacher 
Shuttles 

from  Blackburn  
to North East

M r Peter John Walsh left 
Blackburn for the third time in 
his career when he took up a post 
as Head of the History depart
ment at Pennywell School, 
Sunderland on January 1st.

M r Walsh formerly of Buncer 
Lane, attended School from 
1952-59 then left for Durham 
University.

He joined Hoover Ltd for a 
year in 1962, then returned to 
Blackburn, teaching at Shads- 
worth School. He left Blackburn 
for the second time after two years 
at Shadsworth for another trip 
North East.

His shuttles between Black
burn and the North East this 
time took him to Newcastle 
University for a year in 1967.

M r Walsh was appointed Head 
of History at Ashton School, 
Preston and left in 1968 for a 
post as Head of Geography at 
Everton School, Blackburn 
where he taught for two years.

His new address is 308, 
Waskerly Rd, Barnston, 
Washington New Town, Co. 
Durham.

MEETS SCHOOL'S OLD BOYS 
IN CANADIAN DINNER

In  his recent inter-continental travels D r Tyler has had the oppor
tunity of meeting up with several OBs of Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar 
School in many far away countries and places. One particularly happy 
such meeting took place at Calgary during a trans-Canadian journey 
he was making. Here were no fewer than five OBs who had settled 
in the area for their professional service. T he group secretary-convener 
is Roy Ashcroft who serves the Trochu district as the vetinerary 
surgeon, and through him the other OBs in the area were contacted 
with a view to holding a special OB’s reunion dinner during the 
period D r Tyler was present in Calgary. This duly eventuated on the 
night of Friday, October 1st at the Inn on Lake Bonavista on the 
outskirts of Calgary.

D r Tyler says that it was most heartening to be in the presence of 
so many OBs in such a far-distant place and to sense the genuine 
feeling of real affection for the School that they displayed. The menu 
provided was of “ royal” proportions and the evening was spent in 
truly happy style with much anecdotal recall of the School—especially 
of the old “advanced lab” below the Radcliffe room where a number 
of them had “ suffered” with him.

D r Roger Maltby, supported by Roy Ashcroft, proposed the toast of 
“ The School” , and D r Tyler made suitable reply, whilst stories of the 
early Stocks period were provided by M r Hugh Macklin whose 
brother, also an OB was the surgeon on Sir Ernest Shackleton’s polar 
expeditions early in the century.

Present at the gathering were: M r Hugh Macklin (1907-08), 
Roy Ashcroft (1945-52), Bob Darwent (1947-54), D r Roger Maltby 
(1948-53), D r F Tyler (1931-70). D r Ian Oates (1948-55), sent 
apologies for absences in view of urgent medical duties.

D r Tyler says that he was overwhelmed by the kindness and 
attention he received—especially from D r Maltby and Roy Ashcroft 
who were his generous hosts during his period in Calgary. 'Dtsce 
Prodesse’ has certainly taken a firm root there and it is a ‘stop’ he will 
eagerly look forward to making again.
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G E O R G E C A L V E R T

^  H igh class decorator ^

Decorating Contractor to 

Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School

Full range o f Exclusive Designs 

ALSO LARGE SELECTION OF 

HAND PRINTED WALLPAPERS

All work personally supervised :: E stim ates with pleasure

Sales and Showroom:

182 SHEAR BROW  

BLACKBURN

Residence: 
•W ILLOW  HO USE’ 

MELLOR LANE, MELLOR 
BLACKBURN 

Phone Mellor 2391

FOR A LL  Y O U R -  

P H O T O G R A P H IC  R EQ U IR E M EN T S

C I N E  
& 
STILL

M A IN  A G E N T S  FOR
LEITZ - ROLLEI - ZEISS 
NIKON - PENTAX - ETC - ETC

8mm. & 16mm. Amateur & Professional Cine Equipment

GORSE’S PHOTOGRAPHICS LTD.
S P E C IA L I S T S  I N  W E D D IN G S ,  P O R T R A IT S ,  

C O M M E R C IA L  A N D  I N D U S T R I A L  P H O T O G R A P H Y  

C O L O U R  O R  B L A C K  A N D  W H IT E

42-44, CHURCH STREET, BLACKBURN 

Telephone: 51682 and 62595

Could anyone who knows 
where the following Old Boys are 
now, please contact M r King or 
M r Bury at the School as their 
addresses have been lost through 
their removal:

B W  C ro ft, E sq ., 69 C roft Road, 
C arlisle, Cum bs.

A W Cunliffe, E sq ., c /o  12 L eyburn  
D rive , H igh H eaton , N ew castle-on- 
T y n e  7, N E 7  7AP.

J M  Fellow s, E sq ., 220 M ontague R d ., 
B ilton, R ugby, W arwick. (John , M ilton) 

K  P  Fellow s, Esq., 220 M ontague R d ., 
B ilton, Rugby, W arwick. (K evin)

P M Fellow s, Esq., 220 M ontague 
R oad, Bilton, Rugby, W arw ick. (Paul)

R N  Fellow s, 220 M ontague R oad, 
B ilton, R ugby, W arwick. (N eil)

K H arling , Esq., 84 B ent L ane, D avy- 
hu lm e, U rm ston , M anchester.

G  H ayhu rst, E sq ., F lat 4, Beechwood, 
55 Park R oad, L oughborough , Leics. 
(G eorge)

J D  M cL ean , E sq ., 50 W inchester 
A venue, Sheffield 10, Yorks. (John 
D avid)

P H  M aidm ent, E sq ., 34 U p p er 
G ro tto  Road, T w ickenham , M iddlesex. 
(Peter)

D  C  R obinson, E sq ., 212 Fen R oad, 
A .H .Q ., R .A .F . M arham , K ings L ynn , 
Norfolk.

J A Stafford, E sq ., H igher Barn 
C ottage, Sam lesbury. (John A lbert)

J R T aggart, Esq., ex Leicester. (John) 
R T hom pson , E sq ., 56 M archm ent 

C rescen t, E d inbu rgh , Scotland. (Robin) 
R  S C ham ley , E sq ., 81 O ld  Q uarry  

R oad, S h ireham pton , Bristol. (Robin)

Senior 
post for 
Banker

M r Ronald Wearden (1943-48) 
assistant branch manager of 
Blackburn Trustee Savings Bank, 
Lord Street West, has been 
appointed senior administrative 
officer at Sheffield Trustee 
Savings Bank’s head office.

M r Wearden began his bank
ing career at Blackburn as a clerk 
in 1955 and lived with his wife 
and two daughters in Goodshaw 
Avenue, Pleckagte, Blackburn 
before taking up his new post 
last August.

He was a member of Black
burn Round Table and on the 
general council and board of 
directors of Blackburn YMCA. 
He was treasurer of both the 
Blackburn Duke of Edinburgh 
award council and Blackburn and 
district outdoor pursuit centre 
of which he was also a trustee.

P ilot Officer D avid B ruce Walsh (1957-64), who joined the 
RAF in M arch 1970 from  a job with Lloyds Bank Ltd, has 
graduated from  RAF Finningley, Yorkshire.

Mr Walsh ,whose parents live in Colenso Road, Blackburn, 
was a m em ber o f  the 142 N avigation course and he is one o f  
the School’s 15 Old Boys in the RAF.

Mr Walsh m arried Mrs Susan E. Crust, only daughter o f  
Mr and Mrs H. H arrison o f  Brow nhill Road, Blackburn at 
St. Stephen’s Church, Little Harwood last Septem ber and the 
couple spent their honeym oon in Tunisia.
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Mr Tom  Sharratt, a sub-editor on the Guardian in M an
chester and a form er editor o f  m a g i s t e r ,  was awarded a 
Com m onw ealth Press Union travel scholarship last sum m er  
and spent two m onths touring Australia.

He flew to Sydney at the beginning o f  October and visited  
Brisbane, Canberra, Hobart, Launceston, M elbourne, 
Adelaide, and Perth before returning hom e at the end o f 
Novem ber.

Mr Sharratt attended Queen E lizabeth’s G ram m ar School 
from  1949 to 1956 and after two year’s national service w ith the 
Royal Air Force in West G erm any went up to C hrist Church, 
Oxford, where he read m odern languages. He graduated in

1961, receiving his BA degree in 1962 and his MA in 1965.
He entered journalism  in 1961 as a reporter on the Lanca

shire Evening Telegraph in Blackburn and later spent 12 
m onths as sub-editor. In 1965 he joined the D aily Telegraph  
in M anchester ,and he m oved to the Guardian in 1966 as a 
sub-editor on the foreign staff. He transferred to hom e news 
at the beginning o f  1970 and was appointed to a position o f  
senior responsibility in February last year.

Mr Sharratt was founder editor o f  m a g i s t e r  in 1963 and held  
the position until 1965; he served again as editor from  1968 
to 1971. He is m arried with a young son,, and lives at Cherry  
Tree, near Blackburn.

i v n v d i s n v  n  i

AUSTRALIA is bigger than I ever imagined 
—though I do not suppose, even now, that I 
have an accurate inpression of its size, since all 
my interstate travel was by air. Memories keep 
flashing back, brief pictures of a vast land, and I 
chuckle in wonder at the immensity of the Con
tinent, so utterly beyond the comprehension of an 
Englishman.

I spent three hard days, for instance, travelling 
up and down the Queensland coast, and inland: 
a 200-mile round trip from Brisbane up to Noosa 
Heads, then down the Gold Coast to Coolangatta 
on the borders of New South Wales, then west for 
80-odd miles up the Great Dividing Range to 
Toowoom ba—and after all that, I thought I ’d 
seen quite a bit of Queensland. It was pointed 
out to me gently in Brisbane that I ’d seen a tiny 
fraction of Queensland, just a smallpart in the 
south-eastern corner. I t’s true. Look at a map:

1 ike all Australia, Queensland measures distance 
in thousands of miles, not hundreds.

And then there was the signpost I found on 
the way to Ballatar: ADELAIDE, it said, 475 
miles. Did you ever see such distance on an English 
signpost ? On the M6, perhaps, you might learn 
that Birmingham was 100 miles down the road, 
but I doubt if you will ever see more in England.

From Perth to Sydney it’s 2,000 miles. Think 
a minute: that’s the distance from Blackburn to 
Newfoundland, almost; or from hereto Tobruk.

As 1 said, it’s beyond an Englishman's 
comprehension.

SYDNEY is crowded, busy, and very confident of its position as 
the metropolis of Australia. At the moment it’s shooting skyward, 
with massive redevelopment in the city centre and a multitude of 
skyscrapers spiking the skyline. Until the early 1950s there was a ban 
on any building more than 150 ft. high, except for towers or spires, 
but since then multistorey office blocks have been rising in constant 
competition, each trying to surpass the next. These new towers stand 
close upon the other, and the human scale of Sydney’s splendid 
nineteenth century buildings is being destroyed.

The inner suburbs of Sydney—that is, the older parts of the city 
outside the centre—are attractive for their different characters and 
their setting around the bays and inlets of the great harbour. Beyond, 
the outer suburbs spread forever under red-tiled roofs. I do not care 
for cities, and that is probably why I did not care for Sydney as a 
whole; but I liked parts of it and remember them with pleasure. 
And curious thing I remember above all: under official regualtions, 
you are not allowed to spit on Sydney Harbour Bridge.

There is an attractive pride about Queensland. No-one says 
he’s from Brisbane; there is no word in local use for a resident of 
that city. Ask them where they’re from and they’ll say they come 
come from Queensland.

They don’t say “ Queensl’nd” , as an Englishman would. They 
say “ Queens’-land” , almost two words, perfectly pronounced, and 
said with pride.

It is a pride uniform throughout the state. In  Sydney they speak

of Queensland with scorn, and chuckle at anyone foolish enough to 
waste his time on a trip to Brisbane; but in Brisbane no-one speaks 
with anything but equal pride of Rockhampton, Cairns, Townsville, 
and other towns north and farther north up the Queensland coast.

Queens’ Land. I like it.

T H E  PU BLIC B U ILD IN G S of Australia made me feel very much 
at home. State Parliaments, town halls, city libraries—all these could 
very often fit very happily into the townscapes of the wool and cotton 
citadels of Northern England. The reason is that the age of nineteenth- 
century prosperity in industrial Lancashire and Yorkshire coincided 
with the years when Australia was being opened up and its cities 
established as capitals of their states. The taste of the age is reflected 
in the great buildings that remain.

AS OXFORD is the city of bells and spires, Canberra is the city 
of flags and flapping halyards. It is the only city I know without 
ugliness, where there is beauty whichever way you turn.

Australians tend to dislike it, saying it is cold, heartless has no 
soul. I wasn’t there long enough to be able to deny this, but I do 
know that the planned elegance of Canberra means more to me than 
the unbearable sprawl of Sydney or Brisbane.

Canberra has one of the best newspapers in Australia: the Canberra 
Times. It is not large in circulation, but it is colossal in quality: the 
care, diligence, and passion for accuracy that go into the Canberra 
Times make it a model for newspapermen the world over.

T O M  S H A R R A T T
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Hand it to Haydocks

FOR FIRST-CLASS LA U N D E R IN G  A N D  

D R Y -C LEA N IN G

V A N  A N D  S H O P  S E R V IC E  

Telephone Blackburn 48087 3 lines 

S H O P S —  

38 Preston N ew  Road 

82 Copy N o ok  

46 ,W halley  Banks 

A N D  ‘D R IV E - IN ’ A T  P L E C K G A T E  

R O A D , R A M S G R E A V E

T O M  S H A R R A T T  
IN A U S T R A L IA  (Cont.)

TASM ANIA, I was told, is very English. And so it is. At one point 
during my visit I could see no gum trees.

Hobart was bleak and grey; its people wear macs and woolies and 
houses have grey slate roofs—in short, I felt very much at home, 
especially so through the warmth of the welcome I received in 
Tasmania, as elsewhere in Australia.

Port Arthur, a ruined convict settlement, made me ashmed of at 
least some of my country’s history, and a visit by car and helicopter 
to the Gordon River Power Development in the still partly unexplored 
south-west of the island showed me some of the wildest mountain 
scenery I have ever seen. My Tasmanian trip ended at Launceston.

M ELBOURNE brought a big surprise: I hadn’t been there 24 
hours before I found myself in Blackburn, half-way between Preston 
and Burnley. And this half a world away from home All three places 
are Melbourne suburbs; how they came to be so named I do not know, 
but I suspect there may be a long-established Lancashire community 
in Victoria.

Fifty miles north of Adelaide a friend took me to a hill and 
pointed out across a vast plain. “ From here on north” , he said, “ there 
is no permanent water for seventeen hundred miles. T hat is Australia, 
and I love it.”

He had been a stockman up in the Territory, until a horse rolled 
on him. He was proud of Australia for being Australian, and I admire 
him for that.

There is a rough and tough rivalry among Australian news
papers. A few years ago an English newspaper joined with one in 
Sydney to organise a race from London to Sydney. One of the most 
crucial stages was across the Nullarbor Plain, ending at a small outback 
town called, let’s say, Boorinda.

It so happened that the owner of the sponsoring Sydney newspaper 
was a man of considerable influence, and extensive communication 
facilities were therefore installed at Boorinda so that the Great M an’s 
paper could have news and pictures flashed instantly to Sydney as the 
surviving competitors in the race came gasping out of the dust and 
sun of the Nullarbor.

All of which did not please the local metropolitan newspaper; 
the busy activity up at Boorinda was a gross intrusion on its territory. 
T he editor, noting that Boorinda’s airstrip was three miles from town, 
therefore hired the town’s one and only taxi for as long as seemed 
necessary. And he booked up the one and only hotel for a similar 
period. Then came the coup de grace: he called for volunteers, and 
dispatched a drinking team to the battle front.

It is said that the news and pictures that reached Sydney were of 
poor quality, and late.

PERTH  was a disappointment. I have had relatives there for 
twenty years and have been told what a splendid place it is. T rue, 
there is sunshine and blue water and the good life. But the city is 
overwhelmed with flies, and many people who live there neither know 
nor care that there are more important things in life than a sunny day.

It is said that Perth, 1,300 miles from Adelaide, is the most isolated 
city in the world; its people’s attitudes certainly reflect that isolation— 
some I met were uninterested in the world outside Australia or even 
in the country’s eastern states.

But not everyone was like that. I was certainly made welcome in 
Perth as everywhere else, and I remember it with happiness.

The Manchester Unity of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows has, over the years, become one of Australia’s biggest in
surance companies for medical, hospital, and sickness benefits. And 
the former title of the Guardian, naming that great city of its birth, 
is as widely remembered overseas as it is in Britain.

All of which helps to explain why, after a series of hurriedly 
whispered introductions over cocktails in Brisbane, a certain Old 
Blackburnian was introduced to Gough Whitlam, leader of the 
Australian Labour Party, as “ the Queensland manager of the M an
chester Unity” .

Anyone for insurance ?

And that, in 54 days and six thousand miles, was Australia. 
I saw a lot, but it was only a tiny part of that huge continent. Some 
day, perhaps, I shall go back. I hope so. Australia is unforgettable— 
and it’s worth more than one look.

M AENSO N
SUITS 
YOU

in good taste 
anywhere
anytime

prices 
from £25

other makes 
from £19

choose your 
new suit from

GRAYS
I Penny St. and 
Market Hall, 
Blackburn.
Tel. 53275
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T H E  N E W  G Y M N A S I U M  M A K E S  
L IG H T  W O R K  OF B O D Y  B U IL D IN G
A N D  T H E  S T A G E  IS  S E T  tra in in g  in the bottom

quad h a sn 't  the sam e

FOR M O R E  Q EG S  H ISTO RY
at Schoo l. The bottom  
" q u a d "  n o w  h o u se s  the  
new  hall and g y m 
nasium . The p icture  
above s h o w s  the ligh t  
open appearance o f  the  
gym  w ith  the rope tr ick  
in the foreground.

The v iew  lo o k s  out  
to w ard  D u k e s  B ro w  and  
the gym  is  on the f ir s t  
floor. Left, the s ta g e  is  
arranged  fo r  w h a t m ay  
be a sse m b ly  fo r  the  
jun io rs or one o f  the  
m any con certs g iven  by 
the Sch o o l O rchestra  
and Choir.

The new  bu ild ing w a s  
opened by Chairm an  o f  
the G ove rn ors M r  
W illiam  Hare on A pril 
10 la st  year.
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FORTY-THIRD ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual General M eeting o f  the Old Blackburnian’s 

A ssociation was held in the Lam m ack club house on Tuesday  
N ovem ber 23 and was one o f  the shortest on record.

The m ain subject o f  the evening was Sir Ben O rm erod’s 
portrait. Much o f what was discussed can be found on page 00, 
although Sir Ben wrote to say that having been in South Africa 
during the Sum m er, he felt he could not undergo the “ordeal” 
o f six sittings, for a portrait in oils, w ithin a fortnight.

He suggested arranging for “a lady who does sketches” to 
draw him  though not in robes and the com m ittee agreed if  
that was his wish to abide by it.

It was suggested that the sketch be presented to Sir Ben at 
the annual dinner this year and perhaps afterw ards hung in

O rm erod House, the science block nam ed after Sir Ben.
Mr J. D. Forbes was elected chairm an and the Treasurer. 

Mr Fred Bury was elected vice chairm an. Mr D avid Forbes 
was re-elected secretary and M agister Editor Mr John F. 
Duckworth was voted onto the com m ittee filling the vacancy 
created by the resignation o f Mr Roy W allace. Mr W. E. T. 
W alsh, Mr Eric J. Kay and Mr R. Sm ith  were co-opted onto the 
com m ittee.

The treasurer subm itted  his report saying that since the 
rise, contributions had not com e in as quickly as he would have 
hoped. Mr Bury gives an up to the m inute sum m ary o f  the 
situation in the editorial on the back page. The balance sheet 
appears below.

OLD BLACKBURNIANS’ ASSOCIATION  

STATEM ENT OF ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED JULY 31st, 1971

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT

Bank Charges 
General Expenses 
Postages 
Magazines 
Church Service 
Magister 
Leavers Supper 
School Covenant 
Corporation Tax 
Social Activities

£  P 
2.10 

19.24 
13.86 
13.20

364.39
19.91
21.00
25.40

£480.10

£  P
Subscriptions 1970/71
Released from Life Membership Fund
Interest on Investments, 4% Consols

Tax

Blackburn Savings Bank .

War Menorial Ground Rent . .  
Annual Dinner . . ..
Social Activities . .
Balance: loss to Accumulated Fund

£  P 
276.50

50.00
20.63

29.37
32.43

£  P 

21.00

61.80
5.00

14.50
0.50

100.80

£480.10

BALANCE SHEET

L i f e  M e m b e rs h u p  F u n d  
Balance at 1.9.70 . .
Additions

Deletions

War Memorial Fund 
Creditors: Printer .

School . . 
Inland Revenue 

A c c u m u l a t e d  F u n d  
Profit at 1.9.70.
Loss on 1970/71 .

£  P 
1502.53 

88.50

1591.03 
21.00

1570.03

238.56
100.80

1207.77
182.75

6.29
27.00

137.76

£3131.60

Lammack Ground at cost less sales 
I n v e s t m e n t s :  4°0 Consols 

£300 at cost 
£950 at par 
(Market value £598)

C a s h  a t  B a n k s  
Lloyds Bank Ltd. 
Blackburn Savings Bank

P £  P 
1207.77

210.60
950.00

4.60
689.65

C a sh  i n  H a n d
Debtors (Magister Adverts)

H o n o r a r y  A u d it o r s ’ R e p o r t

1160.60

694.65

52.18
16.80

£3131.60

We hereby certify that we have examined the Accounts of the Old Blackbumians’ Association as above set forth, together 
with the books, and vouchers relating thereto. In our opinion they represent a true and correct record of the transactions of 
the Association during the year ended 31st July, 1971.

11 November, 1971

(Signed) K EN N E T H  H. M ARSDEN, f . c . a .  
W IL L IA M  HARE, f . c . a .
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP £15 ORDINARY MEMBERSHIP £ 1  per annum

It would be greatly appreciated if members would help to simplify the collection of subscriptions by making payment 
by Banker’s Order, for which a form is provided.

Cheques or Postal Orders should be crossed, made payable to “Old Blackburnians’ Association” and sent to the 
Treasurer, Mr. F. Bury, 67 Queens Road, Blackburn.

PLEASE SEND THIS FORM TO YOUR BANK

Member’s / To: ...............................................................................
Banker f

(Code No.) .........................................................

THIS ORDER CANCELS ANY PREVIOUS ORDER OR INSTRUCTIONS

On receipt of this Order and subsequently on the first day of AUGUST annually, until countermanded 
in writing by me, please pay to:

Lloyds Bank Ltd.,
Blackburn Branch,
Church St., Blackburn (30-90-87)

for credit of the Old Blackburnians’ Association, Account No. 0164258

the sum of

£ ( pounds)

being my annual subscription

Signature: .......................................................

Name in full: .......................................................
\

Account No..............................................................  J blo c k

I
Address ......................................................  \  let t er s

Date: ..................................................  ......................................................  j  plea se

IT  WOULD BE HELPFUL IF  YOU SEND TH IS FORM TO THE TREASURER

I have today instructed...................................................................................Bank Ltd.....................................................branch
to pay my annual subscription of £1 to Lloyds Bank Ltd., Blackburn Branch.

N am e...................................................................................................................................................................................

Address ...................................................................................................

Period at School...................... to



W hen Harry King coloured up !
Y o u 'll never believe th is :  Harry K in g  and M a g 

ister editor Jo h n  D u ck w o rth  w ere s itt in g  next to  
each other at an In du str ia l Life O ffice s  Luncheon  
at the O ld  W h ite  Bull, B lackburn  —  Harry w a s  
representing the Sch o o l Jo h n  w a s  reporting the  
speeches fo r  the Lancash ire  Even ing Telegraph.

A fte r the soup, Jo h n  a sked  Harry h o w  h is  old  
H ouse, Grenville, w a s  ge tt in g  a long. He w a s  
pleased  but quite  su rp rised  w hen Harry, G renville  
H o u se  m aster, to ld  him  they w ere sw e e p in g  the 
board at m o st o f the sports.

N o w  any old boy at Sch o o l du rin g  the p a st  20 
years w ill not rem em ber Grenville  fo r  sp o rtin g  
p ro w e ss, a lth ou gh  a lw a y s  h igh  on the academ ic  
side, they w ere never kn o w n  particu larly  to  sh ine  
on the p laying fie ld s desp ite  energetic su p p ort  
fro m  Harry K in g  on the sidelines.

Jo h n  m entioned that m aybe part o f the reason  
fo r  failure  in the p a st w a s  tha t he had capta ined  
the soccer, cricket and badm inton  te am s at one  
time. A nyw ay, he joked, it m ay have been re co g 
nised  a s  he w a s  never g iven  h is  H o u se  co lours.

T w o  d ay s later H arry co loured  up —  in the p o st  
w ere J o h n 's  H ou se  co lo u rs  —  e igh t years after  
he had left Schoo l. I

Better late than never, heh J o h n !
It  is  rum oured that he has fram ed them  w ith  the  

in scrip tion , " I n  M e m o ria m ".

Old B lacks G o lf Com petition  
W ilpsh ire  G o lf Club  

Thursday, 7th June, 1973.

Start any tim e (but the 
earlier the better).

Ah so !
Whoops ! I thought ! had it on 

good authority that the tables 
and benches used in Big School, 
were Japanese light oak. Wrong 
— they are English oak — and 
proud of it I Good old English 
oak. My inscrutable source is 
found out I I apologise — editor.

The Headmaster's wife, Mrs 
Coulson and her Christmas 
Fayre helpers raised a magnifi
cent £2,667 with three fairs, 
to purchase the furniture. See 
the Dinner issue.

Governor dies
We regret to announce the 

death of School Governor the 
Very Rev Norman Robinson 
who passed away in May.

MAGISTER
JU N E  1973 No. 17 Price 12p
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Obituary

O B A  PRESIDENT 
DIES AG ED 8 6

S ir  H aro ld  Derbysh ire, p resident o f the O ld  
B lackb u rn ian s A sso c ia t io n , died in Septem ber  
1972. He w a s  86.

Sir Harold was head boy at School from 1902 to 1905. He attended 
a private school in St. Annes before going to Queen Elizabeth’s, 
then left for Cambridge after winning a scholarship to Sidney Sussex 
College.

He gained a first class honours degree in natural sciences and in 
the Law Tripos before being called to the bar. He took chambers 
in Gray’s Inn in 1911.

He was awarded the Military Cross in June 1918 while serving 
with the Royal Artillery during the First World War. He had a large 
law practice in the North after the war and in 1928 took silk. Five 
years later he was appointed additional judge of the High Court of 
Justice of the Isle of Man.

The following year he became Chief Justice of Bengal and was 
knighted by King George V in October 1934.

Sir Harold retired in 1946 and established an orchard at his home 
Lindsey Lodge Farm, Hadleigh, near Ipswich.

He was the son of Mr and Mrs. James Derbyshire, of Preston Old 
Road, Cherry Tree and married Miss Dorothea Alice Taylor, youngest 
daughter of Mr John Taylor, a cotton manufacturer of Crosshill, 
Blackburn, in 1915. They had a son and daughter. Lady Derbyshire 
and her daughter still live at Lindsey Lodge Farm, where the family 
enjoyed great success with fruit growing.

Sir Harold was twice unsuccessful standing as a Liberal candidate 
for a Parliamentary seat—at Clitheroe in 1923 and Royton in 1929.

The funeral took place quietly in Suffolk.

D. B. Hollen & Co.
Auctioneers, Valuers, Land and Estate Agents

47 Preston New Road 
Blackburn BB2 6AE 
Tel. 53211 (2 lines)

District Agents for Dewsbury and 

West Riding Building Societies

Sir Harold 
Derbyshire



MAGISTER Page 3

| OBA CHAIRMAN ‘DON’ FORBES

M r  Forbes

Former 
announcer 
dies 
aged 62

M r Tom Naisby was 
senior announcer of the 
B B C  North region for 23 
years. He retired on 
December 3, 1969, after 
his warm Lancashire voice 
had been heard in more 
than 33,000 broadcasts. He 
died in hospital on Sunday 
September 10 last year 
aged 62.

He was School soccer captain 
and the first boy editor of the 
school magazine. He lived in 
Audley Range, Blackburn and 
left a wife Winty, two sons 
Stephen and John, who both 
attended Queen Elizabeth's and 
a daughter Celia.

Much of what can and should 
be said about Tom Naisby 
appeared in an article in Magister 
number 13 to mark his retirement.

He served with the RAF during 
the war as education officer with 
the Polish airmen stationed in 
Britain and after the war was 
appointed an announcer's job 
with the BBC in Manchester 
from 2,452 applicants. He moved 
from number four announcer to 
head of presentation in three 
months.

He travelled more than 
250,000 miles all over the North 
recording concerts mainly for 
programmes on Radio Four, 
formerly the Home Service.

He left School for St. John's 
College, Cambridge, then taught 
history at King's School, Ely 
before joining the RAF.

A service was held at Knuzden 
Methodist Church before cre
mation at Pleasington.

It is with regret that we 
record the death of the Associ
ation's former chairman John 
Donald Forbes of Mavis Road, 
Blackburn, who died in office 
on 17th November 1972 
following a short illness. He was 
59. He leaves a widow Elsie and 
three sons John, David and 
Peter, all old boys of QEGS.

He had been chairman of the 
Association since 1970 and was 
due to retire at the Annual 
General Meeting in November.

'Don' Forbes was born in 
Blackburn on 13th April 1913 
and attended QEGS from 1922 
to 1931. At school he was a keen 
sportsman and played football 
for the first XI. On leaving school 
he was articled to Mr Robert 
Ferguson solicitor and attended 
Manchester University gaining 
an Lib Honours degree in 1935. 
He was admitted as a solicitor in 
1937 and took over his former 
principal's business in 1949. 
He continued to practice in 
Blackburn, more recently with 
his son David, until his death. 
David will be carrying on the 
business. He was a member of 
the Blackburn Incorporated Law 
Association and was its president 
in 1967.

Secretary

He was a keen member of St 
Georges' Presbyterian Church, 
Blackburn and had been sec
retary to the Board of Manage
ment since 1957.

His varied interests also in
volved the Old Blackburnians 
Football Club of which he had 
been a member since leaving 
school and where he was chair
man from 1948-1959. He was 
also secretary of the North 
Section of the Lancashire Ama
teur League for a number of 
years.

Mr Forbes devoted a lot of his 
time to Blackburn's Y.M.C.A. and 
was chairman from 1967-1970. 
He was also chairman and one 
of the founder members of the 
Ribchester Playing Fields Trust,

Royal Navy

He was also secretary to the 
Hartley House Trustees.

During the war he served in 
the Royal Navy as a lieutenant 
and after serving in H.M.S. 
Exeter, prior to her involvement 
in the Battle of the River Plate, 
he took command of an armed 
trawler in the North Atlantic.

A funeral service was held at 
St Georges' Presbyterian Church

C H R IS
H O LD EN

Mr Chris Holden, managing 
director of the family firm of 
Chris Holden Ltd, Bank Top 
Foundry, Blackburn, until its 
closure at the end of 1970, died 
at his home, Trafford Lodge, 
Sawley, on September 5 last 
year, after a long illness.

On returning to Blackburn after 
the First World War, in which he 
served with the Duke of Corn
wall's light infantry in the Middle 
East, he was a member of the 
group who re-formed the Old 
Blackburnians' Association.

Ex-P residen t
Mr Holden was president of 

Blackburn Chamber of Com
merce from 1959 to 1961 and 
was vice president at the time of 
his death.

He was the inaugural chairman 
of Blackburn and District com
mittee of the North-West Reg
ional Board for Industry.

He served on the North West
ern Electricity Board consultative 
council for 13 years, accepting 
a ministerial appointment as 
chairman in 1955.

The funeral service was held 
in Wesley Hall, Blackburn 
followed by cremation at 
Pleasington.

prior to interrment at Ribchester 
Parish Church.

DEATH OF 
TWO GPs

D r Robert S later
Preston's oldest practising GP, 

Dr Robert Slater, died in Sharoe 
Green Hospital, Preston, in April 
this year aged 71.

Dr Slater attended School from
1912 to 1918, leaving for 
Manchester University. He 
moved to Preston more than 40 
years ago and shared the 
practice, in Garstang Road, with 
his son Alan and daughter-in- 
law Ethel.

He was past president of the 
Preston Medical Ethical Society 
and past chairman of the Preston 
division of the British Medical 
Association as well as a member 
of the local medical committee 
and Preston Executive Council.

Dr Slater, of Regent Drive, 
Fulwood, was holding surgeries 
until shortly before his death. 
He left a wife, Mary, son Alan 
and daughters Judith and Ruth.

D r Norman Harris
Dr Norman Harris (1928-36), 

died suddenly at his home, 
Bingham House, Cardigan, 
Wales, on April 13. He was 55.

Dr Harris went into general 
practice after leaving Manchester 
University. He left a wife Dorothy 
and four children. Cremation was 
at Narberth, Pembrokeshire.
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TWO EX-QEGS 
MASTERS DIE

Form er m em ber o f s ta f f  M r  T. C. P arting ton  
died la st sum m er and be low  a co lleague  fo r  m any  
years, M r  Leo Collier, rem em bers him.

T. C. Partington
His many friends in Blackburn will have been sorry to 

hear of the death last June of M r T. C. Partington, w ho 
taught French and German at Queen Elizabeth's Grammar 
School for thiity-three years until he retired in 1954. 
He had taken his M.A. __________________________
degree in Manchester U n i
versity, and had taught for 
a time at Hawarden County 
School before joining the 
staff in 1921.

All through those thirty-three 
years his steady, kindly, imper
turbable temperament was at 
work leading hundreds and 
hundreds of boys through the 
intricacies of French and Ger
man, and there very many who 
will remember with respect and 
affection his profound worth as 
a schoolmaster and scholar.

His particular interest, outside 
the classroom ,was in music, 
and for a great many years he 
organised and conducted the 
school orchestra — small in 
those days, as financial resources 
were very limited, but the music 
he chose for the players to 
perform always showed his 
impeccable taste in selection. 
He was invariably ready for the 
orchestra to co-operate with the 
Dramatic Society in the annual 
school play.

M arried
For many years a bachelor, he 

married, just after his retirement, 
Miss Dorothy Eramwell, senior 
modern languages distress at 
what was then Blackburn Girls' 
High School, and the last eight
een years of his life were very 
happy ones. He and Mrs Part
ington shared deep interest in 
music, and they were regularly 
to be heard playing their instru
ments, violins or violas, in 
performances given by several 
of the local amateur orchestras.

Mrs Partington has our very 
warm sympathy.

CHRISTOPHER 
ISHERWOOD

Mr Christopher J .  Isherwood 
(1903-1910) died in Winkley 
Hall, Hurst Green, in December 
after a short illness. He was 80.

He was former managing 
director of waste merchants 
Redmayne and Isherwood, of 
Commercial Mills, Blackburn.

He started with the firm, 
founded by his father and Mr 
Redmayne, after leaving School 
and became managing director 
in 1938.

He was chairman of the 
Thursday bench of Blackburn 
Magistrates for 26 years and had 
been chairman and was trustee 
of Blackburn Orphanage.

A past president of Blackburn 
Rotary Club and a custodian 
trustee of Blackburn Savings 
Bank, he left a wife Ethel and 
two married daughters.

Arthur Tattersall
Former manager of the Bull's 

Head .Wilpshire, Arthur Tattersall 
died, aged 49, in March. He had 
run a pharmacy in Jersey since
1970 and leaves a widow and 
two sons.

'TEDDY'
TOW LE
39 years 
at School

M r  Ernest (Jim ) Towle, a 
member o f sta ff at School 
from  1907 to 1946, died 
peacefully in h is sleep at his 
home in Stam ford, Lincoln
shire in January.

M r  Tow le  w as  92. He w as  
second m aster at school 
from  1920 until he retired.

George Eastw ood  w rites  
about him below.

Ernest Towle, popularly and affectionately known as 
"Teddy", first went to Blackburn in 1907, when the School 
had only 100 pupils and he himself, in addition to his own 
subjects of history and classics, taught mathematics.

He once told me "you are tolerate no nonsense. He did
not seek an easy popularity yet 
there are few members of the 
staff who better retain the respect 
and affection of the old boys.

In the staff room he presided 
with a benign yet dignified 
authority, he sought the solace 
of most second masters with 
golf. The lure of the links out
weighed all else. He played a 
round of golf every day without 
fail.

These then are the random 
recollections of a colleague. I 
remember him with affection and 
gratitude. As a man, he com
manded respect; as a teacher 
his pupils will have a better 
idea than I. But I am convinced 
that his influence on the School 
in moulding character and trad
ition, was far greater than he 
himself would have been prep
ared to admit.

Dr. H. J. W ade
Specialist physician Dr Henry 

J.  Wade died at his home in 
Altrincham in December. A 
service was held at Rosthorne 
Church, Altrincham before 
cremation. He qualified in 
Manchester and became a de
monstrator lecturer in Man
chester area hospitals. After 
war service with the Royal Navy, 
he set up in specialist practice in 
Manchester.

James Topping
Production manager of High- 

ams Woodnook Mill, Accrington, 
James Brian Topping died 
suddenly at his home in Station 
Road, Rishton in January. He 
was 38. He was appointed 
manager at Woodnook in Sept
ember and had previously been 
night shift manager at Higham's 
Premier Mill in Great Harwood. 
He was educated at Preston 
Grammar School before trans
ferring to QEGS.

never really accepted by Black
burn people until you have lived 
here for forty years."

In fact he was to be associated 
with the School for 39 years, 
during which time he saw the 
School grow and develop from 
a minor academy into the well 
known and important grammar 
school it is today.

His teaching career was interr
upted by active service in the 
First World War from 1915 to 
1918, where he attained the 
rank of captain.

He always looked back to 
those days with a certain nost
algia and regretted their passing, 
largely I suspect, because little 
boys did not always obey the 
word of command with the 
speed and precision of trained 
men.

Se con d  M a s te r
On his return, he was app

ointed second master, though 
his duties as such were not 
onerous and mainly consisted 
of arranging the prizes on speech 
day. It was later only that the 
scope and responsibilities of 
this post were considerably 
enlarged.

As his junior colleague in 
history and as, in those days, 
his one assistant house master 
for Drake, I knew Teddy Towle 
for 20 years. He was a man easy 
to get on with.

A Brasenose man, he never 
lost his love for his old Univeristy, 
from which he acquired a 
culture he was ready to impart 
to others. In conversation with 
him, no-one could fail to be 
impressed by the depth of his 
knowledge and the breadth of 
his reading.

K ind ly
In his "sweet reasonableness" 

he reminded me of Sir Thomas 
More. To no other man would 
I have sooner turned for ad
vice. By most boys, he will 
be remembered as a kindly man 
whose rule was easy but would

H A R R Y  

A IN S W O R T H

Harry Ainsworth (1919-1925) 
died from a sudden attack of 
asthma last July. He left School 
with an exhibition scholarship 
to Cambridge. He diverted to 
Mechanical Sciences part two 
after getting a first in part one 
mathematics.

He went to Rio de Janerio 
working for an air survey com
pany after graduating.

He returned at the height of 
the 1930’s depression and took 
posts as assistant surveyor with 
Surrey, then Essex County 
Councils.

He was appointed to a lecture
ship at Imperial College, London, 
in 1948 and remained as lec
turer in surveying for 25 years.

He spent a great deal of time 
at the college's large field 
station in Silwood Park where 
he was obviously very happy as 
he asked that his ashes be 
scattered in the grounds.

He left a widow, Winifred 
and a married daughter.
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ON THE WAY UP 
DOWN THE 
SLIPPERY SLOPE

Ian McQuirck (1958-64), could not face a nine-to-five 
job as an engineer —  so he took to the hills, or more 
correctly —  to the mountains, the mountains of Voss, 
Norway. __________________________

CHAMPION GOLFER 
NIGEL RICHARDS

C ham p ion  am ateur go lfer N ige l R ichards died  
after a fall du rin g  h is  f ir s t  karate le sson  in October.

At School from 1959 to 1964 
and after, he was known as a 
lovable clown. He could always 
find time for a joke.

In only a terribly short career — 
he was 24 when he died — he 
quickly established himself as a 
class amateur golfer. His ability 
was first seen when, at school, 
he joined Blackburn Golf Club, 
where his father was a past 
captain.

He won both the East Lanca
shire championship at Rochdale 
and the Blackburn town champ
ionship in 1966 and the follo
wing year was a member of the 
Blackburn team which won the 
East Lancashire Scratch Shield.

Capped by Lancashire as a 
colt, he subsequently gained 
full county honours.

This, plus his many successes 
in open club competitions 
resulted in his turning professi
onal. But he never quite made the 
big break into top tournament 
golf and eventually applied for 
reinstatement as an amateur.

Nigel had been doing begin
ner's exercises with a black-belt 
instructor when he fell back, 
pulling the instructor onto him. 
He died on the way to hospital 
crushed by the weight of the 
14 stone instructor.

N ige l R ichards

S C O T T IS H  PO ST

Mr Andrew Paul Child (1958
64), has been appointed horti
cultural officer for Dundee.

Mr Child trained at Lancashire 
Agricultural College, Hutton and 
West Riding College, York, 
spending three years at the 
Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew, 
where he gained the Horti
cultural Society's National 
Diploma.

He spent 12 months with the 
Parks and Recreation College, 
near Reading before taking an 
appointment with Slough Corp
oration last year.

Ian of Cromer Place, Black
burn, has always had a passion 
for the high life of mountains. 
He used to be keen on mountain
eering until his nerve left him. 
Then he turned his attention to 
skiing.

He took a job handing out 
skis at Aviemore Ski-school, 
Scotland, and taught himself to 
ski. He progressed so well that 
he was instructing part-time in 
his second year.

He left to hand out the skis in 
Norway but not long after, began 
instructing again, this time, full
time.

"I saw a lifetime of routine 
nine-to-five office hours 
stretching out in front of me and
I knew I just couldn't do it," said 
Ian, who went into engineering 
after leaving School.

Bronzed

So, as far as we know, QEGS 
has produced its first ski in
structor — the bronzed Black
burn bachelor who combines 
pleasure and business on the ski 
slopes of Voss.

For Ian receives his fair share of 
attention from the female 
tourists who are suprised at his 
"command of English” I But it is 
not all fun or as glamourous as 
many people think. It is hard 
work making a living anywhere 
— but few occupations can be 
as off beat or as far removed from 
the normal or even unusual jobs 
of his former school fellows.

Manager
Mr Eric Gabbott (1938-44), 

has been appointed manager of 
Barclay's Bank, Rochdale and 
Whitworth branches. South 
Parade, Rochdale. Mr Gabbott, 
45, is married with two daughters 
and a son.

JP retires 
after 

37 years

A magistrate for 37 years 
Mr William Edward Woolley 
(1912-15), retired from Black
burn bench at the age of 71. He 
had been chairman of the bench 
for 18 years.
A co-optative governor of the 
School, he is chairman of Cupal 
Ltd., manufacturing chemists of 
Phoenix Mill, Blackburn.

He was presented with a set 
of gold cufflinks by magistrate 
Mrs Nora Walsh to mark his 
retirement.

Doctorate
David Wynne is preparing a 

PhD on the theoretical consider
ations of condensation in Hull. 
He gained an MSc in Continuum 
Mechanics in 1971 following an 
upper second in pure and applied 
mathematics.

Sabbatical
Robin Thompson, senior 

scientific officer for the Agricul
tural Research Council at Edin
burgh University ends a 10- 
month sabbatical next month. He 
spent his time in agricultural 
research at Statistical laboratory, 
Iona State University, Ames, 
in the United States.



Once again Old B lackburn ians are D ivision  One cham pions of 
the Lancashire Am ateur League North Section. Th is is the fourth 
time in five consecutive seasons that they have w on the league 
and th is year they did it in fine style w ith an undefeated record 
as fo llow s;
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p W D L For Ag. P o in ts

24 21 3 0 83 20 45

Old Blacks bounce back
By D av id  Forbes

Old Blacks have played con
sistently well during the whole 
season which was perhaps their 
best for many years.

Again credit is due to all the 
players who have represented 
the 1st XI but in particular to 
captain Brian Hardcastle whose 
determination and effort keeps 
the rest going.

A lot of credit too to Richard 
Grogan who started playing 
regularly for Old Blacks in about 
October. He was responsible for 
49 Old Blacks goals. A remark
able achievement considering he 
only joined the playing strength 
partway through the season.

As usual Old Blacks season 
started with cup matches, and 
first with the Lancashire Amateur 
League Cup in which they had a 
very good first round win over 
Manchester Y.M.C.A. another, 
team in the habit of winning 
trophies. Old Blacks won 4-3.

as champions

P W D L F A Pts.

2nd X I 24 12 4 8 54 48 28

3rd X I 26 11 5 10 70 63 27

4th X I 28 11 5 12 75 88 27

In the Annual Boxing Day 
match. Old Blacks were again 
successful beating a Blackburn 
Combination side XI 5-2.

Se con d  X I

The second XI improved their 
position in the table on last 
season and finished in about 
fifth or sixth place. No final 
league tables are available at the 
time of writing.

Again the third and fourth XI's 
maintained their middle of the 
table positions but suffered from 
the old. old problem of not being 
able to maintain the same teams 
from week to week.
R. Grogan 49, B. Wilkinson 18, 
A. McNamee 17, B. Cunliffe 17, 
I. Cook 15, A. Upton 11, 
E. Jones 11, D. L. Stevenson 11, 
A. Tomlinson 11,1. Warburton 10 
J.  Lawson 10.

So c ia l

The Club has held its usual 
Social Activities which are 
proving very popular and it is 
hoped the planned extensions 
providing a new separate lounge 
bar and new changing and 
shower facilities make the Club 
more popular for Old Black
burnians, young and old, and 
their friends.

Se m i-fin a l
We went on to reach the semi

final of this competition but 
were well beaten by Hesketh 
Casuals. This was at the end of 
season when Old Blacks were 
involved in six games in ten days. 
Also on this occasion Old Blacks 
had no fewer than 5 regular first 
team players unavailable.

We were well beaten in the 
F.A. Amateur Cup by Ainsdale 
4-0 in the preliminary round. 
However we started off better 
in the Lancashire F.A. Amateur 
cup progressing to the second 
round beating Aintree Villa 3-0.

In the next round they met 
Collegiate Old Boys who were 
soundly beaten 5-1 by Old 
Blacks. Then Old Blacks met 
Monton Amateurs and on a cold 
and wet day were unlucky to 
lose 2-1, both goals against 
being scored in five minutes 
immediately before half time.

The w inn ing line-up: Back row  (from  the left); R. Horrocks, A. Pemberton, R. M asters, 

P. Sumner, S. Tart, D. Partington. Front row ; B. Hardcastle, A. Upton R. Grogan,
A. M cNam ee, J. Lawson.
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. . and details of the 
annual meeting . . .

O ld B lackb u rn a in s A sso c ia t io n  Football C lub  
held their annual m eeting in the Lam m ack pavilion  
on W e d n e sd ay  M a y  9 w hen  M r  W . K. Forbes, 
president. M r  B. W ilk in so n , chairm an, and 26 
other m em bers w ere present. A fte r  la st year 's  
m inu tes o f the annual m eeting had been read and  
passed, the chairm an gave  a report.

C h a irm an 's  Report 
1972/73.

In welcoming members to 
Annual General Meeting the 
Chairman regretted that there 
were no more present but 
thanked those who were for 
their interest and support. He 
reported on the various activities 
of the sub-committees as 
follows:

Football
The Chairman was pleased to 

report that once again the 1st XI 
had re-gained their rightful 
position as champions of the 
North Section of the Lancashire 
Amatuer League, this being the 
fourth time in five years that the 
1st team have held this position. 
He mentioned particularly the 
work of the Club captain, 
B. Hardcastle and also Richard 
Grogan who had joined the 
playing strength part way 
through the season and who had 
had a very successful season 
scoring 49 goals.

The Chairman regretted to 
inform the meeting that Bob 
Hornsby who had been team 
Secretary for the past 2 years 
had tendered his resignation and 
thanks were accorded to him for 
his efforts.

D. L. Stevenson was also 
thanked for the smooth and 
efficient way in which he had 
run the Team selection meeting 
every Monday night.

As regards the other teams, 
the 2nd XI had improved on 
their progress of last year but 
had only finished mid-way in 
the table. The 3rd and 4th XI's 
had both had mediocre seasons.

G round
The Chair remarked on the 

Club's great fortune in having 
on the Committee the School's 
Groundsman, Mr Vince Chester, 
who did a splendid job mostly 
in his spare time in looking after 
the Club's pitches. The Chairman 
also mentioned that advantage 
had been taken of the Govern
ments Environmental Assis
tance Grant Scheme which had 
been prepared and approved and 
work had started. The Scheme 
provided for the clearing out of 
the brick and the cutting and 
of all the rough areas and the 
planting of trees.

So c ia l
The Accounts showed a con

siderable increase in profits 
from dances and social functions 
and thanks were accorded to 
Phil Sumner and Jim Morris on 
their efforts of the sub-com
mittee.

F ina ls
The Chairman again regretted 

to announce the Treasurer Roger 
Smith had tendered his resig
nation and thanks were accorded 
to him for his efforts and particu
larly in producing monthly 
statements which gave the Com
mittee a clear picture of the up 
to date financial position.

Alan Blackshaw was thanked 
for his efforts in promoting the 
Xmas Draw which had produced 
a record profit of £40.

Bar
Again the Bar takings had 

increased to a record figure this 
year, just under £12,000 and the 
Chairman thanked all the mem
bers of the Bar sub-committee 
for the considerable amount of 
work and effort put in by them. 
He also thanked the Steward 
John Whalley for his constant 
good service to the Club.

The Chairman referred to the 
sponsored walk which had been 
held last summer and realized 
£77. He thanked those who took 
part and those who did the 
sponsoring. He indicated that 
other ideas along these lines 
were being considered by the 
Committee.

Ladies C om m ittee
Once again the Chairman 

gave praise to the efforts of the 
Ladies Committee who this year 
had made a donation to the Club 
of £175 and he expressed the 
general feeling of the Club that 
the work of the ladies was 
greatly appreciated.

The Chairman referred pre
viously to the Pavilion extension 
and informed the meeting that 
the final plans were being pre
pared and planning permission 
had been applied for. It was 
estimated the cost would be 
between £1200 and £1400.

Finally the Chairman thanked 
the other officers and the 
Committee in their help and 
work during the past year, and 
to the members for their con
tinued support.

A c c o u n ts
The Audited Accounts were 

adopted following a brief ex
planation and the Chairman 
thanked the Treasurer and 
Peter Ibbotson and the Auditor 
John Tattersall in connection 
with the work on the Accounts.

Election  o f O ffice rs  
President:
W. K. Forbes was re-elected. 
C h a irm an :
E. K. Wilkinson was re-elected. 
V ice -C ha irm an :
D. L. Stevenson was re-elected. 
Hon. Secretary:
D. I. Forbes was re-elected. 
Hon. Treasurer:
A. Blackshaw was re-elected. 
Hon. Football Secretary: 
the appointment of this office 
was referred to the committee. 
Hon. Press Secretary:
N. K. Sharpies was re-elected. 
Hon. Auditor:
J .  Tattersall was re-elected. 
Hon. So licitor:
D. I. Forbes was elected.
Com m ittee:
The following had one year to 
serve on the Committee.

P. Browne 
P. Sumner 
V. Chester 
K. B. Newton 

The following were elected for
2 years.

B. Hardcastle 
R. Hornsby
S. Tart 
R. Ormerod
S. Shepherd
I. Cook

The following were elected for 
one year:

D. Rowland 
F. Riley

S u b sc r ip t io n s
It was resolved that subscriptions 
for the third year would be as 
follows:
Full M em bers £2.00 
Full M em bers under 18 £1.00 
Socia l M em bers £2.00 
Lady M em bers £1.00 
New  M em bers £1.00

C h an ge  o f Ru le s
The following change of Rules 

were approved:
Rule 4:

A d d  new  rule (e) 
"Vice-Presidents who shall 

be any person of 18 years of 
age or over who shall have 
been invited by the Committee 
to become such a Vice
President.

Rule 6:
Line 2 — delete "team".
Line 3 — add "and between 

Treasurer and Hon. delete and 
Assistant Hon. Secretary".

Rule 12:
Line 1 Delete "April" and 

substitute "July".

T ru stee s
Following the death of one of 

the Trustees, Mr J .  D. Forbes, 
it was necessary to appoint a 
New Trustee. Mr D. I. Forbes 
was duly appointed.

Johnny  
Forbes

M any  a young lad found  
out about punishm ent 
school when he tried the old  
dodge to the prefect's short 
question, "nam e  and form  7 "

Tak ing o ff h is hat, the 
first form er m ight have 
cheekily replied; "Forbes.  
Johnny Forbes, 6 i. "

I t 's  a fact that m ost o f the 
lads had Johnny Forbes on 
the m inds when they wore  
their school caps. But never 
again.

John Forbes (Outfitter) 
Ltd., o f Northgate, B lack 
burn, c losed on December 31 
la st year after 78 years.

The com pany 's prem ises 
have been sold  to a property 
firm. "W e  were unable to  
sell the firm  as  a go ing  con 
cern, so  it had to be fin ished  
com pletely." said m anaging  
director M r  Norm an Forbes 
a Schoo l governor.

M r  Forbes is nephew of 
the founder, Blackburn  
Rovers captain and amateur 
Scottish  international, M r  
John Forbes.
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Andrew Denton Lund (1959

65), and Miss Christine Ann Hall 
were married at Henbury Parish 
Church, near Bristol last Sept
ember.

They met while working at 
Crumpsall Hospital, Manchester. 
Andrew is a general practitioner 
and a partner of Dr D. A. Brade, 
of Whithnell and his wife is a 
staff nurse.

The Rev J .  Dolman, resident 
chaplain at Crumpsall Hospital, 
officiated and the couple are 
living in Brinscall.

Radio Blackburn announcer 
Stuart Ronald Whaley (1959
65) married infant teacher Miss 
Joan Margaret Bradshaw at Four 
Lane Ends Congregational 
Church, Blackburn in September.

Mr J .  Philip Nash (1959-65) 
married Miss Pamela J .  Espley, 
of Merlin Road, Blackburn, last 
June.

Her bridesmaids came from 
Canada, Belfast and South 
Wales for the ceremony at St 
Leonard's Church, Balderstone.

Philip is a marketing assistant 
and his bride a remedial gymnast. 
They are now living in Berkshire 
and honeymooned in Elba.

Primary School teacher
Howard Nigel Brindle married 
Miss Susan Elaine Threlfall at 
St Gabriel's Church, Blackburn, 
last July.

The bride is a teacher at St 
Stephen's Church of England 
primary school, Blackburn, 
Howard teaches at St Leonard's 
Church of England primary 
school, Langho.

Miss Threlfall's twin sister 
Joan was bridesmaid.

Nigel J .  Ward married Miss 
Christine Devaney at Holy Souls 
Church, at Brownhill, in August. 
They honeymooned in Greece 
and live in Shrewsbury Road, 
Bolton.

Anthony Leay (1959-65), 
married Miss Ellen Elizabeth 
Tinsley at St Silas's Church, 
Blackburn, when Tony's school- 
friend John Archer Dawson 
(1951-65), was best man.

John, who works in the 
foreign sales division for British 
Leyland in London, had earlier 
married teacher Miss Pamela 
Boot at Four Lanes End Church.

Anthony, who works in the 
transport industry, is the only 
son of Mr and Mrs F. S. Leay, 
of Albany Road, Blackburn.

Clerical officer Eric Wallace 
(1960-65) married Miss 
Christine Edwards, a teacher, 
at Audley Range Congregational 
Church, in October.

Mr John Graham Cooper, a 
medical student at St Bartholo
mew's Hospital, London, married 
teacher Miss Janet Delacourt 
Partridge at the Meeting House, 
Sussex University last June.

John gained a degree in 
chemistry and his bride, a degree 
in developmental psychology 
from Sussex. Miss Partridge's 
parents live in Rhodesia.

Robin Bolton (1961-68) 
married Miss Rosemary J.  Taylor 
at Southstoke Evangelical 
Church, Bath last August. The 
brides grandfather Pastor E. L. 
Cross conducted the service.

Robin graduated from Cam
bridge to study medicine at 
Oxford Medical School.

Jeweller Mr David Norman
Marsden (1959-64) married.
Miss Barbara Louise Swan, a
shorthand typist at Burnley
General Hospital, in St Peter's 
Church, Salesbury, last May.

David is the son of Mr and Mrs 
N. Marsden, of Whalley Road, 
Langho, who own a family 
jewellery business with shops 
in Blackburn and Nelson.

The couple honeymooned in 
Scotland and live at Higham.

Clerical officer Jonathon 
Richard Clay married secretary 
Miss Allison Whittaker at St 
Andrew's Church, Blackburn, 
last June. Mr Clay’s uncle flew 
from California for the wedding.

When Mr Peter Riley (1959
65), married Miss Helen Clayton 
at St Bartholomew's Church, 
Great Harwood, last August, his 
best man was School friend 
David Hindle (1959-65).

Three months later, David 
called on chartered accountant 
Peter as his best man when he 
married Longridge teacher Miss 
Yvonne Lynn Blackledge, at 
St Mark's Church Buncer Lane. 
Blackburn.

David had passed part two of 
the Law Society's examinations 
to qualify as a solicitor less than 
a month before his wedding.

An electrical engineer with 
Norweb at Oldham, Trevor John 
Benson (1959-66) married Miss 
Denice Shepherd, a tax officer 
in Manchester, in All Saints' 
Church, Rochdale, in March.

Graduate trainee with the 
North Western Electricity Board, 
David Eastwood, married Miss 
Christine Nuthall, a teacher, at 
St Gabriel's Church, Blackburn, 
in August. They live at Wilpshire.

Chartered surveyor Michael 
William Ramsbottom (1954-62), 
married Miss Edwina Marilyn 
Sharpies at St Leonard's Church, 
Langho.

Mr Ramsbottom is the only 
son of Mr and Mrs J.  Rams
bottom, of Queens Road, Black
burn. His bride is the only 
daughter of Mr and Mrs E. 
Sharpies of Whalley Road, 
Langho.

Executive engineer Graham 
Keith Whitehead (1960-67) 
married Miss Helen Margaret 
Barrett, a social worker in 
London, at Immanuel Church, 
Feniscowles. Mr Whitehead 
works with the GPO tele
communication division.

FOR A LL  Y O U R -  

P H O T O G R A P H IC  R EQ U IR E M EN T S

C I N E  
&
STILL

M A IN  A G E N T S  FOR
LEITZ - ROLLEI - ZEISS 
NIKON - PENTAX - ETC - ETC

8mm. & 16mm. Amateur & Professional Cine Equipment

GORSE’S PHOTOGRAPHICS LTD.
S PE CI AL I ST S  I N  W E D D I N G S ,  P O R T R A I T S ,  

C O M M E R C I A L  A N D  I N D U S T R I A L  P H O T O G R A P H Y  
C O L O U R  O R  B L A C K  A N D  W H I T E

42-44, CHURCH STREET, BLACKBURN 

Telephone: 51682 and 62595

Old boys
plus one..
WEDDINGS OVER THE YEAR



Due to  p o p u la r  de m an d  
Fred B ury  has p u t  th is  . .

One Across . .
Y o u  are likely to  com plete  th is  c ro ssw o rd  m ore  

qu ick ly  than the last. T r ia n g le s  a lw a y s  w ere  
easie r to  deal w ith  than  sq u are s and th o se  other 
fo u r-s id e d  t h in g s !
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A C R O S S

2. Palindrom ic exhultation.
4. That w hich  is before has at in. . . . ju st blabber on !
6. "D op e, n it!", even indistinct, could still be w ounding.
8. Do you recall w hat triangles like th is are?

10. J u st  com pare the co st and fre ight w ithout the 
insurance.

11. Even those  w ho  were first c la ss  couldn 't keep flies
o ff the tu rnout..........w e used to sing.

12. Not directly flow ing.
14. D id Steve, the groundsm an, chant th is at Lam m ack  

when w e beat Nelson G.S. 15-0, w ay back?
15. W ith  a little im agination you could see th is being in a 

northerly direction.
16. It  is  irritating when a chit is  not made out properly.

D O W N

1. In the East, Charlie Chan, celebrated Chinese detective, 
holds the clue.

2. In m orning assem bly, the part o f the m onitor is only 
rarely remembered.

3. Th is St. M a ry 's  schoo l is in a g lorious place.
4. You can say th is a g a in .......don 't you like the idea?
5. An obvious learner w ith rather ordinary A-levels 

som ething fishy  here I
6. A fter-schoo l a s  an after thought.
7. W ord o f the French.
8. You cannot count on a lot o f these.
9. I hope that no Old Blackburnian w ould  say that he 

w as this.
10. The metal o f the o ld-fash ioned visual and.
13. To  think that a metre and th is could be so  terribly 

British  I

J U S T  TO  C H E C K  Y O U R  A N S W E R S

1 left d ia go n a l:
W e could get one from  Anfield w ith  a very sm all 
outlay and it w ould  make a lovely w ind-break at 
Lammack.

1 right d ia go n a l:
Could Q E G S  ever become th is ?  (4,3)

A N S W E R S  ON P A G E  19

THE REFRIGERATION CENTRE
(Blackburn) Ltd.

(N. D. Briggs, E. H. Atherton)

SCHOOL BUILDINGS 

CHERRY TREE, BLACKBURN

Authorised Dealers of 

STERNE and KELVINATOR 

Commercial and Dom estic Equipment

M AEN SO N
SUITS 
YOU

in good taste 
anywhere
anytime

prices 
from £25

other makes 
from £19

choose your 
new suit from

GRAYS
I Penny St. and 
Market Hall, 
Blackburn.
Tel. 5327S
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SEED AND 
GABBUTT ltd

Booksellers since 1907

4 and 6 P R E S T O N  N E W  R O A D  

Telephone 58226 

40 and 42 D A R W E N  ST R E E T  

Telephone 59855 

B L A C K B U R N

T O P  C L A S S  F A B R I C S

IT IS OUR CONSTANT ENDEAVOUR 

TO OFFER FABRICS OF QUALITY IN 

DESIGN AND TEXTURE.

Our Workroom is at your disposal for 

MAKING-UP CURTAINS, PELMETS 

BED-COVERINGS, LOOSE COVERS, ETC

RYLEY & HAMPSON LIMITED
82 KING W ILL IAM  STREET, 

BLACKBURN.

Telephone 53935.

OBE for 
'Services to 
Scouting'

The Old Blackburnians Associ
ation vice chairman Mr Haroio 
Burrows, was awarded the OBE 
in last year’s New Year's Honours 
List.

Mr Burrows, at School from
1913 to 1922, is a former 
secretary of the Old Blacks 
Association.

He was invested by the Queen 
Mother at Buckingham Palace as 
an officer of the Order of the 
British Empire.

He was awarded the order for 
services to scouting in North
East Lancashire. Mr Burrows, of 
West Park Road, joined the 
School scout troop in 1918, 
became a patrol leader and 
gained the Kings Scout Award. 
He later held the Silver Wolf 
award, the highest award for 
service to scouting.

He retired, after three years as 
acting County Commissioner for 
North-East Lancashire, in 1970. 
He was assistant county com
missioner, leader for training, 
from 1947 to 1960, when he 
became a deputy commissioner.

J. L. W O O D IN G
Mr J.  L. Wooding, at School 

from 1928 to 1934 , was also 
awarded an OBE in the New 
Year's Honours List.

C O U N T IN G  
T H E  C O S T  IN 
M A U R IT IU S

It's Island of the Swan for 
Roy W. Wallis (1944-48) who 
took up a teaching appointment 
there — better known as Mauri
tius — last August.

Roy moved from Brinscall 
with his wife Brenda, a primary 
school teacher, and their two 
sons, Michael ,13, and Andrew,
1 1 .

He was lecturing in accounting 
and business studies at Man
chester University when he left 
and was formerly at Manchester 
College of Commerce before 
moving eight years ago.

A councillor on Withnell UDC, 
he began his career with Black
burn Corporation and qualified 
as a municipal treasurer before 
transferring to Lancashire 
County Council's treasurers 
department.

He is responsible for teaching 
and organising training courses 
in financial administration for 
civil servants and local govern
ment financial officers on the 
island.

LAST 
MAYOR

Blackpool's last mayor before 
local government re-organisation 
is Alderman Raymond Jacobs 
(1924-29). His wife Doris is 
the new mayoress.

Mr Jacobs' father, Harry, 
owned a well known fancy 
goods and gifts business in Town 
Hall St, Blackburn for more than 
33 years.

A councillor for more than 15 
years Alderman Jacobs has been 
chairman of the publicity and 
attractions committee for 10 
years — no sinecure in Black
pool I He moved from Blackburn 
to the Fylde coast in 1933 to set 
up a gift and fancy goods busi
ness in Cleveleys.

PROFESSOR DIES
Professor Noel Bryan Slater 

(1923-24), professor of applied 
mathematics at Hull University, 
died in January. He was 60.

Engineer retires
Ronald I'Anson (1923-28) 

retired as reception engineer 
from J.  and S. Leaver Ltd, 
Eanam, Blackburn after 43 years 
with the firm.

He joined the firm from School 
as a mechanic. He was made

foreman and promoted to re
ception engineer 18 years bsfore 
retiring last August.

Mr I'Anson, 61, was presented 
with a gold watch, and will 
spend his retirement at Billinge 
End Road, Blackburn.
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TEACHER TURNED  

TOP TV CHATTER
"W atch  out, M ichael Parkinson. A  young ex-schoolm aster  

w ith the hopeful name of Russe ll Harty has his s ig h ts  on 
you. In London, Park in son 's  B B C  1 Saturday chat sh ow  is 
opposed by a sim ilar program m e made by London W eekend  
Television and starring Harty. LW T are push ing hard to get 
the talk on the national network. They say that H arty 's  
brand o f conversation ge ts tw o  m illion view ers —  half a 
million more than Parkinson.

Should  Harty get the chance to figh t h is B B C  rival right 
acro ss  the country, it w ould  make a piquant W ar o f the 
Roses. Parky is Yorksh ire  through and through, Harty a 
Lancastrian and proud o f it."

Eleven P lu s
Of course he is! He is an old boy of Queen Elizabeth's Grammar 

School — (1946-54) and proud of that too! The above piece 
appeared in the Daily Mail on November 4 last year.

Since then the 'Russell Harty Plus' show has hit the high spots, 
but we are still waiting to see him in Granadaland.

He made his mark in his own chat show Eleven Plus’ after teaching 
in schools as far removed as Blakey Moor, Blackburn and Giggleswick 
School, near Settle.

Russell, son of Mr and Mrs.
Fred Harty, fruiterers of Ribbles- 
dale Place, Blackburn, is a 
bachelor with a flat at Notting 
Hill Gate.

When he first went to London 
people made fun of his Northern 
accent and he had to learn to 
speak “ with a bagful of plums 
in my mouth". Later they told 
him just to be himself. He found 
it difficult because he still felt his 
accent carried a bit of a stigma.
But now it doesn't seem to be 
holding him back.

He left School and went up to 
Oxford where he gained a degree 
in English. He returned to Black
burn and taught at Blakey Moor 
Secondary Modern Boy's School 
for ten years.

Pandem on ium
He moved to Giggleswick 

after pandemonium broke out 
during a boring film show for the 
lads. One of the boys had 
scraped up some rat poison from 
the floor and pushed it down 
his neighbour's throat. "I knew 
I had to get out — and quick," 
said Russell in an interview by 
Valerie Green, of the Blackburn 
Times.

He then received an invitation 
from the City University of New 
York to be a guest lecturer for 
two years.

He then returned to Blackburn 
for a short holiday, intending to 
go back but his work permit did 
not arrive and he was forced to 
look for work quickly. One of 
the 'situations vacant' was arts 
producer for 'The Critics', 'The 
World of Books' and other BBC 
radio programmes. He was

R u sse ll H arty

successful and four years later 
started the arts programme 
'Aquarius' on television with 
Humphrey Burton in January 
1970.

Then the break through to his 
own show — not producing but 
appearing. He was given the 
chance after sending a memo to 
London Weekend suggesting a 
programme which switches from 
one subject to another — some 
light, some serious and defying 
explanation.

O pportun itie s
Quick — he certainly is, to 

grasp ideas, to understand his 
guests, to promote more ideas 
and most of all to sieze opportu
nities.

'It’s just that opportunities 
have a habit of suddenly swing
ing out in front of me. So all I 
have to do is just grab them." 
Keep grabbing Russell and good 
luck — maybe we in the North 
may get a chance to see you 
ont' tele.

After 41 years, 
electricity 
supervisor 

switches off
The garden mower Mr Jack 

Pemberton (1925-30) received 
from his colleagues had to be 
electric for it marked his retire
ment — from the North Western 
Electricity Board.

He retired two months ago as 
Norweb area supervisor after 
more than 41 years in the elec
tricity sales business.

Mr Pemberton, 58, had been 
supervisor, in charge of the 14 
showrooms in the Board's Pen
nine area for five years,.

He was Norweb area press 
officer for 12 years. He has retired 
to Bolton - le - Sands. Mr 
Pemberton joined Blackburn 
Corporation's electricity under
taking as a junior clerk after 
leaving School. Norweb's Man
chester headquarters staff pre
sented him with a power drill. 
Combined with the lawn mower, 
it looks though Jack is going to 
have a very busy retirement! We 
wish him well.

A COOL PhD

Mr Stephen John Smith, 28, 
has been awarded a PhD from 
Manchester University for work 
into low temperatures — the 
study of cyrogenics. Mr Smith, 
who lives at Worsley, near 
Manchester, gained his BSc 
from Bristol in physics and is 
now in charge of the physics 
department at Eccles Grammar 
School. He was Victor Ludorum 
at QEGS and excelled in football 
and cross-country running.

F IF T H  PLA Y

David Ambrose (1952-61), 
who was featured in the last 
Magister, had his fifth television 
play produced by ITV last month. 
"The Professional" starred 
Michael Bryant, one of the three 
actors in Siege — David's first 
West End play which ran for 
only 12 nights.

The television play — David's 
first mystery thriller — was well 
reviewed.

Santa flies 
in by 

bomber
Flight Lieutsncnt David Smith 

(1945-55) played "Santa" at 
Christmas when he was a 
member of the Vulcan bomber 
crew which helped to deliver 
presents to handicapped children 
at two Cheshire homes in 
Ethiopia.

Mr Smith joined the RAF in 
1960 from Manchester Uni
versity where he studied after 
leaving School. He was posted 
to Cyprus in 1971 with his wife 
and five-year-old son, after a 
spell in Malta.

L IB E R A L  
TRAD IT IO N
Arthur Wilkinson (1919-25), 

won a mock election at QEGS 
as a liberal in 1920 — Now 53 
years later Mr Wilkinson, a 
member of an old liberal family, 
has been elected chairman of 
Blackburn Liberal Association.

Mr Wilkinson, of Rhodes 
Avenue, Pleckgate, Blackburn, 
recently retired as headmaster of 
Sandon House, an independent 
boarding school near Chelmsford

He was captain of Trinidad 
inter-colonial soccer team for 
ten years while in the West 
Indies. He returned to England to 
take an appointment at Dean 
Close School, Cheltenham, and 
Wrekin College before moving 
to Sandon House.
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M r  Fred Bury, chairman. S ir Ben and president Lord W oolley chatting before the meal

A vigorous animosity and 
the value of tradition —
PORTRAIT PRESENTED 
AT ANNUAL DINNER

The annual dinner, held in B ig  S ch o o l on D e c 
em ber 16, w a s  a se ll-o u t —  in the b e st sense. 
There w ere 167 O ld  B o y s  and g u e s ts  crow ded  
in to  the m ain hall —  certain ly  a tribute  to  S ir  Ben  
O rm erod  w h o  w a s  handed h is  portra it fo r  pre 
sen tation  to  the Schoo l.

M r Fred Bury, chairman of the Old Blackburnians 
Association, presented the portrait, drawn by Hove artist
M rs Juliet Pannet, and --------------------------------------
said it would inspire boys 
to aim for such an out
standing career as Sir Ben 
had achieved.

The story of the portrait, which 
will hang in Ormerod House, 
named after Sir Ben, was told in 
detail in the last issue of 
Magister.

Sir Ben said he was very proud 
and thanked the association on 
behalf of "the many old boys 
who have earned the right for 
portraits in the School."

He took it as a symbol of the 
School's gratitude to those who 
tried to serve the School and 
their country.

Mr Bury said first-year boys at 
Queen Elizabeth's are taught the 
value of tradition and are given 
examples of old boys to spur 
them on to their own aims.

"The boys could have no 
better example than Blackburn's 
only High Court judge who was 
a first-former at School in 1903".

The Headmaster, replying to 
a toast to the School, proposed

by Cambridge lecturer Dr D. F. 
Grundy, said it seemed ironic 
that "schools such as ours 
cause a vigorous animosity — 
not because they are bad, but 
because they are good."

He compared the School to a 
man on his 100th birthday, who, 
when asked what it was like to 
be a centenarian, replied; "it's 
great, just great — especially 
when you consider the alterna
tive !"

The School set a record with 
200 mere passes at '0 ' level 
examinations than ever before, 
and 58 boys went on to 
further education.

Old boys and parents had 
contributed generously to the 
tables and forms for the refectory 
with £2,800, while £21,000 
had been raised for the sixth- 
form centre following an appeal 
for £15,000. A photo-story on 
the new centre appears on page 
00. The School was launching 
an appeal to parents for funds 
to modernize Horncliffe and 
build a science room and arts 
centre.

Mr Coulson welcomed Lanca
shire Chief Education Officer 
Mr Jack Boyce, who, he said, 
represented the School’s new 
role — offering free places to 
boys in the county after Black
burn Council had ended a tradi
tion of free places for boys in 
the town.

The Headmaster welcomed the 
association's new president Lord 
Woolley as chariman for the 
evening.

P rob lem s
Mr Colin Parmley proposed a 

toast to the guest and the chief 
guest the Venerable Canon C. H. 
Lambert replied.

Mr Lambert, Archdeacon of 
Lancaster when he retired in 
1966, said life today was a 
series of problems with "gloom, 
boom and doom" the slogan of 
misery merchants aided by the 
modern media of communica
tion.

Future generations of men and 
women were in danger from 
anarchy or dictatorship if the 
present trends continued.
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IT'S A 'LE MANS' LIFE IN 
THE SIXTH FORM . . . .

A new kind o f drive took place at Schoo l last Sum m er when 26 sixth form ers took an ‘A ' 
level course —  in car driving.

Teacher w as  Blackburn Road Safety Officer M r  Tom  W ood w ho arranged three advanced  
driving le sson s for boys w ho  had passed  their te sts  during the previous 12 m onths, a s  part 
of their sixth form  course fo llow ing  their 'A ‘ level exams.

Perhaps there w as  som eth ing more subtle  behind the idea as  unofficial sources describe  
the W e st Park Road stretch outside Schoo l a s  "B ra n d s  H atch".

P L A T E  C O N S O L A T IO N  
FOR S IX -A -S ID E R S

Annual
Dinner
continued

But the system of education 
provided by schools such as 
QEGS was the precuror of 
enlightened democracy. Values 
and virtues should be relied on 
rather than emphasise aptitudes 
and abilities. Pupils should be 
taught a way of life as well as a 
working life, he said.

"What a difference there 
would be if people were grateful 
for what they received for life 
becomes sour for those who take 
everything for granted. The 
priority of education should be 
to prepare for life rather than 
livelihood as ths fate of the 
country lies in its education."

The presentation of the portrait 
followed the speeches and Sir 
Ben had a few words to say in 
reply to Mr Bury.

Mr Bury, chairman of the 
association and second master 
at Queen Elizabeths, said, "in a 
small way we are honouring you 
as you have honoured the school 
and brought honour to other 
old boys by the way you have 
lived and served.

IN S P IR A T IO N

“ When a boy enters School it is 
the first-form master’s duty to 
tell him of the tradition he is 
inheriting. But to tell a boy of his 
forebears’ achievements up to 
now has been more like a book 
without pictures. The portrait will 
serve as an inspiration to those 
boys who look upon it, for it 
all adds to the story of a great 
tradition if the boy can look on 
the face of a man who helped a 
great deal to create it."

Sir Ben said school was a 
place to dream dreams at a time 
when you thought you were 
capable of doing the things you 
dreamed.

He said he was a very old boy 
who had seen the spirit and 
tradition of the School build 
up over the years — a distillation 
of history. "M y life started well 
— it started here. There were 
only 150 boys in 1903. I was 
very proud of going to Queen 
Elizabeths then and my pride has 
increased as time has gone on."

Members and guests faced 
the war memorial in a minute’s 
silence and tributes were paid to 
the president Sir Harold Derby
shire and the chairman Mr 
Donald Forbes who both died 
during the year.

M us ic  Post
Mr Colin Edmundson has been 

appointed to the staff of Solihull 
School, Birmingham, Mr 
Edmundson read music at 
Magdelen College, Oxford, 
where he was appointed Music 
Demy and Organ Scholar, He 
has recently been elected a 
Fellow of the Royal College of 
Organists.

Oxbridge
Five QEGS pupils gained 

places at Oxbridge this year. 
Two go to Cambridge and three 
to Oxford.

Public Schools six-a-side 
soccer trophy holders QEGS 
(see last Magister) failed to 
retain the trophy this time — but 
still came away with the conso
lation cup. winning the plate 
final.

They drew 0-0 with Christ’s 
Hospital; beat Elton 2-1, who 
they met in last year's final, and 
overcame Westminster 3-0. But 
goal average stopped them 
continuing in the competition, 
Bury Grammar School won, and 
they took part in the plate

tournament for teams which 
were second in their group.

They drew 2-2 with Charter
house, winning on corners, beat 
Bootham 1 -0 and Brentwood 
3-1 in the final.

The squad was P. Lawson,
J.  Whitehead, M. Huntley,
P. Greenhalgh, I. Jackson,
P. Cardwell, R. Emmett,
J. Waddicor, Mr. Fred Raby, 
sportsmaster, and Mr Brian 
Hardcastle, coach went with the 
party.
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S IX TH  F O R M  C E N T R E

The new  six th  form  
centre, opened at a par
en ts n igh t la st N o ve m 
ber, c o s t  £15,000. An  
appeal to  parents and  
friend s raised £21,000. 
The rest form ed  the  
b a s is  of a m o d e rn is
ation  program m e for  
H ornc liffe  and a science  
and a rts  centre.

The six th  fo rm  b lock  
w a s  bu ilt behind Hartley  
H ou se  w h ich  is  still 
used  fo r  a rts  sixth  
teaching.

The ground  floo r con-

before . . . and after

P h o to g ra p h s  by D. G. Lund and IM. G uard

ta in s  a com m o n  room  
w ith  the b o y s ' sn ooke r  
table, c h e ss  se ts  and  
other a id s  to  relaxation  
and tw o  sm a ll private  
stu d y  room s.

The f ir s t  f lo o r  c o n 
ta in s  a large stud y  room  
cum  teach in g  roorn 
w ith  a private study  
room  and a private  
room  fo r the head o f  the 
schoo l.

T h e  p h o t o g r a p h s  
sh o w  the centre m fu ll 
use and the area before  
it w a s  built.
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OLD BLACKBURNIANS’ ASSOCIATION
SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP £15 ORDINARY MEMBERSHIP £\ per annum

It would be greatly appreciated if members would help to simplify the collection of subscriptions by making payment 
by Banker’s Order, for which a form is provided.

Cheques or Postal Orders should be crossed, made payable to “Old Blackburnians’ Association” and sent to the 
Treasurer, Mr. F. Bury, 67 Queens Road, Blackburn.

PLEASE SEND THIS FORM TO YOUR BANK

Member’s ) To: ..........................................................................
Banker )

(Code No.) .....................................................

THIS ORDER CANCELS ANY PREVIOUS ORDER OR INSTRUCTIONS

On receipt of this Order and subsequently on the first day of AUGUST annually, until countermanded 
in writing by me, please pay to:

Lloyds Bank Ltd., 
Blackburn Branch, 
Church St.. Blackburn (30-90-87)

for credit of the Old Blackburnians’ Association, Account No. 0164258

the sum of

£ ( pounds)

being my annual subscription

Signature: ...................................................

Name in full: ...................................................
\

Account No..........................................................  j  b l o c k

Address ...................................................  y l e t t e r s

Date: ...............................................  ...................................................  j  p l e a s e

MAGISTER Page 16

IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IF YOU SEND THIS FORM TO THE TREASURER

I have today instructed..............................................................................Bank Ltd..................................................branch
to pay my annual subscription of £\ to Lloyds Bank Ltd., Blackburn Branch.

N am e.........................................................................................................................................................................................

Address.....................................................................................................................................................................................

Period at School to



CONFIDENCE THROUGH DISCIPLINE

Support will help 
to maintain 
the standards

Speech Day w as  held 
at Schoo l on Thursday  
M ay  10 when The B ishop  
of Lancaster, The R ight 
Rev A. L. E. H oskyn s- 
Abrahall, w as  the chief 
guest.

Be low  is the chairman 
M r Hare 's speech in full.

Once again we have 
come to Speech Day and 
Open Day and as you are 
probably aware, in some 
years there are events of 
outstanding interest which 
I can report, such as, the 
opening of new buildings 
or the launching of a new 
appeal or the result of a 
struggle with the Education 
Authorities or the outcome 
of political decisions.

This year, however, is not one 
of those years, but gently over 
the past three years we have, by 
the generosity of the present 
parents, managed to raise a sum 
of £32,000 to enable us to have 
some spare money for capital 
purposes, which has resulted 
in providing a sixth form centre 
and in enabling us to prepare the 
forward plans for the re-styling 
and extension of the Junior 
School, and so I wish to say 
thank you to all the parents who 
have so generously supported 
us in this manner.

Also special thanks to Mrs 
Coulson and her Xmas Fayre 
helpers who have raised £2,667 
with three fairs and thereby 
enabled us to pay for the new 
dining furniture in the Big 
School.
D IS C IP L IN E

And because of this generous 
support you are entitled to ask 
what is it all about, this way of 
life which is carried on at 
Queen Elizabeth's. It concerns 
discipline; it concerns proven 
ability towards giving a pupil the 
capacity to stand up in life under 
difficult circumstances in what
ever station he finds himself. It 
produces confidence because 
life is a repetition of patterns 
adapted to different conditions 
and the way we achieve this is 
by making sure, in the first place, 
that the headmaster and staff 
are well qualified to do the work 
we ask of them: in the second 
place, by setting a standard of 
achievement through all levels, 
and in the third place, by en
forcing sufficient discipline to 
achieve the results we desire.

We also aim to provide a 
certain basic standard of working 
conditions by keeping our build
ings and equipment up to date.

We also make sure that our 
pupils are aware of the traditions 
built up since this school was 
founded and we ask them to 
live up to them.

We also do not accept, without 
extensive trial, some of the more 
modern theories of education 
and we hope to continue this 
way, and I am sure that if we do 
the good will which we have 
achieved over the past will still 
be there in abundance and our 
places will still be in demand.

With the entry into the Com
mon Market international com
petition is going to be more 
severe and if you look forward 
you will find that there will be no 
room for lazy citizens, scroungers 
or reactionaries. People who will 
not conform to a recognised 
pattern will fail to get on at any 
viable level, and this is why the 
Governors and I spend so much 
time and energy to help Queen 
Elizabeth's, because we believe 
that it is only in this type of 
educational establishment that 
the principles are taught that 
will enable this country to 
remain of great influence.

P R O V O S T
Only recently we have lost 

the services of a kindly governor 
by the death of the Reverend 
Norman Robinson, the imme
diate past Provost of Blackburn 
Cathedral, who was always 
willing to respond to our 
demands on his professional 
offices.

You will have noticed recently 
in the press, letters from parents 
expressing concern that the 
type of education which they 
consider to be most valuable is 
being taken away from them for 
purely political reasons and they 
know as well as you do that the 
general standard is being eroded, 
and they also know that the 
quality of the teaching profession 
can not be maintained if the 
politicians still attempt to over 
educate the people of this 
country.

Only last week we read of a 
report by the two Schools' 
Councils working parties on 
Sixth Form examinations in 
which it is suggested that the 
present "A " level examinations, 
which are agreed to be of a 
exacting standard, should be 
replaced by something different. 
The working parties propose 
that a certificate of extended 
education should be taken by 
the Sixth Form early leavers. It 
is doubtful whether this is 
programmed as a genuine test 
of scholarship or as a doubtful 
diploma automatically conferred 
upon anyone who endures 
school for a further year and one 
cannot be certain that this still 
is not politically orientated 
thereby using education to pro
duce an equalitarian society 
in-stead of using it to bring out 
the skill and ability of the pupils 
at whatever level they are able 
to achieve satisfaction.

Speech day 
guest

Dr Hugh Mortimer Pollard, 
principal of St Mary's College, 
Lancaster, who was at School 
from 1926 to 1934, was guest 
speaker at St. Mary's College 
annual speech day last Sept
ember.

Dr Pollard gained an MA from 
Wadham College, Oxford, before 
receiving his doctrate in philo
sophy from Liverpool University.

C A R O L  S E R V IC E
A service of hymns, carols and 

Christmas readings at Blackburn 
Cathedral raised £52 for Dr 
Barnardo’s Homes from parents 
pupils and staff in December. 
The Headmaster gave the final 
reading with the Rev. Canon
C. W. D. Carroll giving the 
bidding prayer.

Mushroom ing
Queen Elizabeth's has been 

named, in some quarters, the 
"mushroom school". It alludes 
to the fast growing number of 
buildings in West Park Road, 
(see page 14 for details of the 
sixth-form block) and not 
because there is no longer 
muchroom to expand I

MAGISTER Page 17

THOMAS BRIGGS
(B L A C K B U R N ) LTD.

P R I N T E R S

B O O K B I N D E R S

S T A T I O N E R S

C A T A L O G U E S  M A G A Z I N E S  B R O C H U R E S  P O S T E R S  

A C C O U N T  B O O K S  L O O S E - L E A F  S H E E T S  S T A T IO N E R Y

DUKE STREET • NORTHGATE • BLACKBURN 

TEL. 55651



M A G I S T E R  Page 18

H E A D M A S T E R ' S  S P E E C H  DAY A D D R E S S  IN F U L L

Monopolies Commission to look at 
Comprehensive System ?

Schoo ls such a s  ours, M r  Chairman, have opponents who, on 
their return to pow er a s  the Governm ent of th is country, have 
pledged them selves to the abolition of D irect G ran t s ta tu s  and, 
wherever possible, to the destruction of the independent sector  
in education.

N ow , if there is  one th in g  o f w h ich  I have becom e in creasin g ly  convinced  
durin g  m y 21 years a s  H eadm aste r, it is  the need fo r  a s  m uch  variety o f 
choice, independence and flex ib ility  in education  a s  po ssib le . W e  need more 
variety, more independence: no t less.

And it seems both ironic and nonsensical to me that, whereas in industry and other 
areas of national life, the Monopolies Commission has been created to guard the public 
against huge, soulless, 
monolithic institutions, our 
opponents seem wilfully
determined to allow no educa
tional system other than that of 
the Comprehensive School. 
Much of the reasoning behind 
this destructive mania is based, 
of course, on the fallacy that all 
that is old and traditional is 
automatically bad and useless, 
and all that is glossy and trendy, 
brand new and "progressive" 
(whatever that may mean) is 
automatically good, regardless 
of whether it will work or not.

All traditional grammar and 
independent schools are at 
present under attack, very often 
by disruptive idealists who im
agine that "re-structuring" the 
educational system will mean the 
dawn of the golden age. Their 
hope is that, by destroying aca
demic and other disciplines, 
greater happiness and freedom 
will be achieved with less effort. 
Such levelling-down is fashion
ably felt to be democratic, but, 
in fact, it can only mean, as it has 
always meant, a lowering and 
degradation of all standards.

S U C C E S S
Naturally, one of the things 

that parents look for here is 
a sound academic training. As is 
usual, some 59 of our Sixth 
Formers left last Ju ly and went 
on to Universities, Polytechnics 
and other Colleges. But it is 
equally interesting and impor
tant, I think, to consider the 
standard of success at Ordinary 
Level of the G.C.E. And here, 
the pass rate in 1972 was a 
record. Indeed, the total number 
of passes was 200 more than 
ever achieved before, and was 
more than double the figures of 
the early sixties. But DerhaDS the

best feature of those results was 
their quality; and the profusion 
of Grades 1, 2, and 3 is a matter 
for real satisfaction and reflects 
the high standard of teaching 
across the whole range of 
subjects.

A C T IV IT IE S
And the manifold activities 

that go to make up the corporate 
life of a School as large as ours 
show the same kind of com- 
mited effort and whole-hearted 
involvement. In games, for ex
ample, our Six-a-Side team won 
the Public Schools' Plate Com
petition in December, and two 
of our boys, M. P. Dickinson and 
R. Emmett, toured East Africa 
with the Pulbic Schools' XI last 
August. Indeed ,our First XI 
footballers had their best results 
since the record season of 1956, 
losing only 6 of their 28 fixtures, 
and winning the Peter Cross 
Challenge Cup against Clitheroe 
R.G.S., and the Clifton Five-a
Side sompetition. Our Under 15 
Cricket XI won the Blackburn 
Schools League Championship 
and, in fencing, A. J .  Conway 
won the Lancashire Senior 
Novices Gold Medal and also 
the foil for the best style. The 
School play always reaches a 
fine standard, while the annual 
musical concert has become an 
occasion of professional excell
ence. This year, we are to perform 
Haydn's "Creation" on Saturday 
week, here in this hall — an event 
to which I know many of you 
are already looking forward.

And if you, who are here this 
afternoon, cast your minds back 
over the past year, and recall the 
parents evenings, the careers 
convention, the swimming gala, 
the carol service, the service in

Blackburn Cathedral last Sept
ember, the musical evening last 
term, the scout evenings, the 
Christmas Fair, the School visits 
to Italy, France and Holland; 
and if you look at the School 
calendar with its list of some 42 
Clubs and Societies, ranging 
from potholing to printing, and 
chess to community service, and 
if you remember that 150 of our 
boys, in one evening, in a spon
sored swim, raised £600 for the 
local branch of Shelter, you 
cannot but be impressed, I feel, 
by the fullness and richness of 
both the life and the opportuni
ties that boys at the School 
enjoy. Of course, the drive, the 
enthusiasm and expertise that 
mould and style this very active 
community, originate in the 
staff, and it is no mere formality,
I assure you, when I thank them, 
on your behalf and mine, for 
their constant concern for and 
dedication to the many-sided 
task which we call "education".

G O V E R N O R S
An equally important aspect 

of the School's life and success 
is the role played in the Govern
ing Body. Here, ladies and 
gentlemen, we have a group of 
men whose experience, discern
ment and love for the School 
ensure the safeguarding and 
proper development of the trad
itions of moral education and 
sound learning for which the 
School still stands in these days 
of change, and I dare say, decay. 
And I, like you, owe much to 
them for their single-minded 
devotion to Queen Elizabeth's 
Grammar School.

May I echo, on behalf of all 
of us at Queen Elizabeth's, the 
Chairman's welcome to the

The Headm aster natu
rally w elcom ed h is guest  
firs t  —  the order of 
contents has been 
sligh tly  re-arranged.

M r  C o u lso n

Bishop of Lancaster. It is a very 
real pleasure and privilege to 
have him with us today, as our 
Guest of Honour, not only 
because he is a distinguished 
churchman, but also because he 
is a senior Governor of that 
splendid school up the road — 
Lancaster Royal Grammar 
School. We are honoured by 
your presence here this after
noon, my Lord, and delighted 
to welcome you to our annual 
Speech Day.

F L O U R IS H IN G
I am not one, Mr Chairman, 

who is given to making extrava
gant claims — and, indeed, to 
making any claims that cannot 
be substantiated by facts. And 
the most important fact that I 
can offer today is that, at no time 
in the School's history, has 
Queen Elizabeth's been in so 
flourishing a state as it is at 
present. Let me say, first, a word 
about our admissions. Two years 
ago, some 240 boys_sat the 
Entrance Examination for the 
124 places in the Main School; 
last year the number had risen 
to 350, and this year's entry for 
the examination promises to be 
of the same order. And the boys 
we can admit are boys of quality 
and ability, whose parents see, 
in Direct Grant Schools such as 
ours, a level of educational 
achievement, in the widest sense 
of the term, that they prize and 
value.
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And, in conclusion, it is well 
to remember that schools like 
ours and Lancaster and Win
chester and Manchester 
Grammar School have not sud
denly been created. They can be 
destroyed by the stroke of a pen, 
but not restored; and, once dead, 
they cannot be brought back to 
their old life again.

We, at Queen Elizabeth's, 
have much to be thankful for: 
in our buildings, our traditions, 
our achievement, our amenities: 
but then, so had the many good 
Grammar Schools up and down 
the country that have been 
flattened into the ground by the 
Comprehensive steamroller. And 
if we, who are teachers. Gov
ernors, and most important of all, 
parents, wish to preserve, for 
tomorrow's children, our type 
of School with its flexibility, its 
independence, its academic and 
other excellences, then it is our 
duty to say so, loudly and 
clearly, whenever and wherever 
we can.

Lord Clitheroe w as the 
chief guest at last year's 
speech day and below is a 
short extract from the Head
master's speech.

School Life, 
a base to 
fight social 
pollution

With the single-minded unity 
of purpose that is shared by 
Governors, staff, boys and par
ents, the School community 
has a strength and solidarity of 
which it can be proud. Proud, 
but not, I hope, complacent, for 
all that solidarity and strength 
are needed in the fight against 
what I can only describe as the 
pollution of the moral, spiritual 
and cultural environment in 
which our children are growing 
up. Militancy and depravity, in 
a seemingly endless variety of 
forms, are thrust daily — and 
nightly — into our homes 
through the mass media. Words 
such as "drugs", "permissive
ness", "vandalism", "brutality” 
are the common currency of our 
contemporary language and way 
of life. Even in education and in

Three senior prize w inners, (from  the left) P. Ranage, A. C. N ew sham  and I. Trante, 
seem im pervious o f their rope-trick colleague Geoffrey Riding, a 16-year-old member o f the 
m ountaineering society, a s  he gives a display of h is hobby aga in st the w all o f the new  
assem bly hall.

the schools the rot has gained 
some hold, and increasingly 
one hears of defiance at uni
versities, violence in classrooms, 
mixed with the strident voices of 
trendy progressives, doctrinaire 
politicians ,and self-styled edu
cational theroists arrogantly 
demanding the abolition of 
examinations, of public schools, 
of discipline, and even of the 
recognised forms of learning as 
we know them. And if our 
young people are to grow up and 
carry with them into their adult 
lives and adult responsibilities 
and valid standards of decency 
and integrity, honourableness 
and uprightness (how quaint 
and old-fashioned these plain 
virtues sound in 1972), then 
they will need all the help that, 
together, we can give them now.

Crossword answers
A n sw e rs  to  the c ro ssw o rd  on page  9, 

A c ro s s :  
(2) Oho, (4) Prate, (6) Pointed. (8) Iso sce le s ,  
(10) C.F., (11) H oers, (12) A.C., (14) Easy, 
(15) IM.L.Y., (16) Itch. 

D o w n : 
(1) Chancel, (2) O rison , (3) Ottery, (4) Pooh, 
(5) Eels, (6) P.S., (7) De. (8) Ifs ,  (9) Sat. (10) C.A., 
(13) CC. 

D ia g o n a l: 
Coppice, C o -ed  Sch.
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SCHOOL SERVICE 
PROMPTS ROGER 
TO SOCIAL WORK

Memories of community service work at School helped 
Roger Hargreaves (1959-65) to make a decision which 
changed his life and altered his outlook five years after 
leaving.

&

Data 
Data

Dear Sir,
I enclose a £1 membership 

to the Old Blacks for one more 
year hoping to splash out on 
life membership in the future.

A little information for the 
grapevine and Mr. King's filing 
system: I have taken a post
graduate diploma course in 
systems analysis and design in 
the division of cybernetics and 
data processing at Twickenham 
College of Technology and 
finish next month when I dare 
say you will require another £1. 
Philip Kirkham,
51, Cornelian Street, 
Blackburn.

LEEDS REVELS
Leeds under graduate John 

Reeves tells us that about half a 
dozen old boys get together in 
the pub for a drink and a chat 
every week. Former member of 
staff from 1968-71, Peter Davies 
has joined them at Leeds.

Old boys Colin Kirkham, 
Howard Nightingale, Nick 
Proctor, Mike Fisher, Peter 
Brockelhurst and John Reeves
— the Tuesday topers — went 
along to Mr Davies's house 
warming in February. He invited 
some of the sixth formers from 
Leeds Grammar School where 
he is teaching.

Salesman Fred
Geoffrey Robinson (1959-52) 

writes from Port Elizabeth, 
South Africa, where he is a Ford 
motor company executive.

"I am only too happy to 
forward a life membership sub
scription . . . .  incidentally, the 
honorary treasurer could take a 
job as salesman with Ford any 
day I"

He came down from Cam
bridge to join Hawker Siddeley 
at Hatfield as a buyer. A year 
later he decided that the world 
of business was not his cup of 
tea — then he thought of the 
usefulness in helping with com
munity service.

"I gained my first experience 
of social work on the community 
service committee at School and 
it was the memory of that 
experience which led me to 
leave Hawker Siddeley.

Roger is now a social worker 
in Liverpool. "The job is infini
tely more satisfying — someone 
recently described social services 
as Britain's biggest growth in
dustry," he says.

M A R R IE D
But Roger’s link with com

munity service at School is not 
broken there — He married a 
former pupil of Notre Dame, 
Blackburn, who he met on the 
community service committee 
in 1966.

He writes: "I am afraid that 
as my brother Neil has left School 
my direct contact gas gone, so I 
shall welcome future copies of 
Magister even more.

"M y best wishes to the School 
and the Association, I hope that 
both will continue to thrive".

Former 
Q E G S  Head 
writes . . .

Former Q E G S  Headm aster 
Brian H. Kem ball-Cook, at 
Schoo l from  1956 to 1965, 
w rites from  Bedford M o d 
ern Schoo l where he is  head, 
tell us h is new s after hearing 
about the Schoo l from  M r  
D o u g la s  J. Coulson, our 
present Headm aster, w ho  
he met in Bristol.

" I  should a lw ays be glad  
to have copies o f the School 
m agazine and o f the old  
b o ys’ M agister.

"O u r  new s is that Jessica, 
w ho som e may have seen on 
U niversity Challenge on 
television, is now  engaged. 
Geoffrey goes to  Q ueens’ 
College, Cam bridge, in Se p t
ember and is w ork ing  at a 
big Unilever research e st
ablishm ent near here until 
then. Oliver go e s to  Bristo l 
and is w ork ing  at the Royal 
In stitute  o f International 
A ffa irs  in London.

Another building, costin g  
£1,280,000 to house Bedford  
M odern  School, w ill be 
ready next April.

Post Office 
award for 

Chris
Chris Holden (1960-67), head 

boy in his final year, writes to 
Harry King from Abingdon, 
Berkshire, thanking for him 
a speech day programme. He 
says:

"The speech day programme 
made very interesting reading. I 
was surprised to see that so many 
of the staff I remember are still 
at QEGS.

"Further more it is most enjoy
able to see so many contemp
oraries doing so well at their 
various places of study and work.

"I hope, one day, to visit the 
School again when it is open — 
until then, my best wishes to 
you and your School for your 
continued prosperity."

“ I start a one year course MSc 
in computing science at Imperial 
College, London, in Autumn. 
Between 12 and 20 awards are 
made each year by the Post 
Office for post-graduate studies 
in engineering and science.

"I hope the School, its teachers 
and pupils are as lively and 
successful as I remember them."

Computer 
Control

John Buckley (1960-67) 
writes to tell us of his career after 
School.

"I left Oxford with a physics 
degree in 1970 and took a post 
as executive engineer in the 
research department of the 
Post Office Telecommunications 
headquarters at Dollis Hill, 
London.

"M y work concerns the use of 
digital computers to control 
telephone exchanges — one 
has to look at the 1980s for 
such equipment serving the 
public.

Elected Chairman
Dear Sir,

I am writing to straighten 
my bankers order and to tell you 
that I have recently been elected 
chairman of the "Royal Instit
ution of Chartered Surveyors"— 
Lancashire, Cheshire and the 
Isle of Man branch.
John S. Singleton,
Y ork  House,
2, W hite Road,
Blackburn.

London plan a 
revival campaign

Paul N. Price, the new chairman and former secretary of the London 
branch writes to tell us about the branch's dinner and annual meeting : 
at Imperial College, London, in March.“We had the usual good laughs 
— total incompetence is always shown by the London branch I

"I was elected chairman. Dr R. Croasdale was elected secretary. 
Other officers remain as before, Harry Wilkinson as treasurer and 
Fred Coggins, auditor. "I was despondent at the meagre attendance 
and response of the London members although we had apologies 
from 11, that in total made an acceptance of only 15 per cent of the 
registered London members.

"However an endeavour is going to be made to bring this figure 
up considerably by writing a separate letter to all old boys, enclosing 
a list of all the members so they can contact any who may live 
locally. In this way we hope to have a 40 or 50 per cent turn out for 
the next AGM.



Fun in Fiji with 
sun and sharks!

Old Boys are spread over the globe —  one ex pupil and  
form er member o f sta ff w rote to M r  Bury. He passed  on an 
interesting letter from  Paul Schofie ld  (1952-60), w ho  is  
teaching m athem atics at Adi Cakobau School. Saw ani. 
near Suva in Fiji.

He te lls how  he is m easuring up to life in the sun  where  
the W inter norm is a cool 70 F and relaxation is w ater 
sk iin g  between the sharks. I

"T h e  age-o ld  decision, modern versus traditional has been 
removed from  my shou lders in Fiji. A  "m odern  prescription  
has been introduced from  1973 to run concurrently w ith  the 
traditional sy llabus until 1975 when the traditional sy llabus  
w ill be phased out at university-entrance level, (about first- 
year sixth in the United K ingdom ).

"A lth o u gh  w e have our ow n  university in Suva, Fiji is 
still fo llow ing  New  Zealand and tak ing their external 
exam inations, so  from  January th is year (the start o f our 
school year I) it is modern m aths throughout Fiji.

B A D M IN T O N
" M y  w ife  Stella and I are playing at number tw o  in the 

tow n  mixed badm inton team. It  is a relatively new sport 
to Fiji so  even average players shine out here I

"W e  have a lso  taken up squash  and w ater skiing. The 
day temperature in m id-W inter is never below  70 F so  
sw im m in g and w ater sk iin g  are just right. It ge ts  too hot 
in Summer.

“A shark go t into the Bay o f Is lan d s  w hile we were w ater 
sk iin g  but luckily it paid no attention when w e fell off. 
How ever since w e heard o f the shark our ability has im 
proved enorm ously I

"W he n  I heard the life m em bership had increased to £15 
I so ld  my sm all boat w ith  outboard m otor to be a fully paid 
up member o f the great a ssoc iation  and it is w ith  great pride 
that I enclose a cheque for the difference.

"W e  returned to England from  A frica  for three years and 
came to Fiji 12 m onths ago  where life in the trop ics is  very 
pleasant."
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Ein 
Brief 
Aus  
Deutshland
Dear Editor,

I was in Blackburn recently 
and happened to meet Mr Harry 
Ingham, a member of QEGS 
staff. This prompted me to write 
with a few details of my time 
since school, (1957-64).

In 1967 I gained a BSc in 
electrical engineering from 
Bristol and joined British Rail as 
a graduate trainee in the engin
eering departments. I was sub
sequently appointed assistant to 
the area maintenance engineer 
(Western Region, London) and 
was later appointed personal 
assistant to the chief engineer 
(Traction and Rolling Stock) at 
the British Rail Board.

In January last year I left 
British Rail and moved to 
Germany. Since September I 
have been teaching mathematics 
and physics at a relatively new 
comprehensive school in 
Bremen.

I can only say that the school 
strikes a sharp contrast with 
QEGS as I knew it. Although it 
is an invigorating experience to 
be back in educational circles 
and to be struggling yet again 
with vocabulary lists and prob
lems of foreign language.
John  T. Parson.,
28, Bremen,
Rubekam p 44,
W e st Germany.

Retires into 
teaching

Ralph J. B. Marsden (1919
28), brother of School governor
E. C. Marsden, writes to say he 
has retired from ICI Fibres, in 
Harrogate, where he was patents 
information officer, and is at 
present teaching chemistry at 
Ashville College, Harrogate.

He says he is thoroughly 
enjoying teaching but the post 
is only for the Spring and 
Summer terms. "I don't think 
I would like it as a permanant 
career," he confides.

TOWN PLANNER
Frank S. Walmsley, M.A., a 

member of the geography staff 
from 1963 until 1968, tells us 
he was elected a member of the 
Royal Town Planning Institute 
in March. Best of luck Frank.

LIFE LINE
Dear Sir,

I always look forward to 
receiving Magister and I noticed 
the appeal for subscriptions. I 
enclose a cheque for £12 to 
update my life membership.

It is seven years since I last 
passed the School so I have not 
seen the latest buildings. I have 
been living in Ireland for eight 
years but still cannot understand 
Irish history. In spite of the 
present troubles it is still a great 
place to live and I have no desire 
to return to Lancashire at the 
moment.
W alter M axw ell, 
Carrickfergus,
Antrim ,
Northern Ireland.

We hope that the article and 
pictures of the new sixth-form 
block will be of interest and that 
you won't let another seven 
years pass without having a look 
at Alma Mater.
—  Editor

HARRY KING 
IN HOSPITAL
Harry King, well re

spected senior science  
m aster and one o f the 
hardest w ork ing  old boys 
for the association, has 
had to take a forced rest 
from  h is voluntary filing  
and organising.

Harry is shortly to  
undergo tw o  operations 
and I am sure every 
reader's prayers w ill go  
to Harry, in Beardwood, 
for a complete recovery. 
W e w ish  him all the best.

Executive
Dear Sir,

I am returning to Trutex Ltd 
head office in Clitheroe after a 
spell in Brimingham and I am 
hoping to attend the functions 
organised by the Old Black
burnians Association.

I am returning to take a 
position as executive in charge 
of the schoolwear division and 
was formerly a representative in 
the Midlands.
David Graham  W interbottom
1, W in d sor Road,
Albrighton,
Near W olverham pton.

NEWS FROM 

THE 

TOWN HALL
Blackburn Borough Treasurer 

Clifford Singleton (1934-38) 
was invited to the United States 
for 16 days by the IBM United 
Kingdom Ltd, to study advanced 
computer methods.

He stayed 16 days and visited 
New Orleans, Dallas, Fort Worth 
(a good place for a treasurer), 
Washington, San Fransisco and 
Toronto among other places. 
A dozen other British local 
authority officials made up the 
party.

Mr Singleton's right hand man, 
assistant borough treasurer Jack 
Charnley (1924-29) retired last 
year. Mr Charnley, married with 
two daughters, lives in Willow 
Trees Drive, Lammack.

Where are 

they now?
It's nice to hear from older 

old boys and particularly to hear 
from the Rev. Canon J.  A. 
Harding, who was at School 
from 1904-06. He was ordained 
at Canterbury Cathedral in 1921 
and retired to Guernsey in 1965.

He asked for news of his 
contemporaries and for George 
Eastwood's history of the School.

Three old boys who attended 
School at the same time are : 

Albert Edward Briscoe (1900- 
OS) ; Allan Ormerod (1904-09); 
Lt Col J .  Whittaker and, of course 
Sir Ben Ormerod, who Canon 
Harding will have read about in 
the last Magister, which was 
sent to him with addresses of 
the above.
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OLD BOYS' NEWS IN BRIEF

Nothing succeeds 
like success ...

C. A IN S W O R T H  (1921-26) 
Appointed Chief Public Health 
Inspector for Blackburn.
B. A L D R E D  (1961-69), Grad
uated B. A., First Class Hans. 
Modern History, Jesus College, 
Oxford University.
A. J. A L S T E A D  (1961-68) 
Graduated B.Sc., General 
Science, Heriot Watt University. 
Appointed Trainee Brewer, 
Thwaites Brewery, Blackburn.
H. A S T L E Y  (1966-70) Awar
ded the Navy Department Prize 
for the best control electrical 
artificer apprentice, H.M.S. 
Collingwood, Fareham, Hamp
shire.
J. C. B A R K E R  (1962-69) 
Graduated LL.B., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Law, University College, 
London.
K. B A R L O W  (1960-67) Grad
uated B.Sc., First Class Hons. 
Applied Physics, Salford Uni
versity.
D. N. B A T E M A N , B.Sc.
Passed the Final Examination of 
the Royal College of Physicians 
and Surgeons.
B. B A T E Y  (1940-44) App
ointed Assistant Manager, Mid
land Bank, Warrington.
D. G. B E A R D S W O R T H  (1961
68) Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, 
Div. 1, Hons. Fuel Engineering, 
Leeds University.

T. R. S. B E A V IS  (1957-61) 
Appointed Assistant Housing 
Inspector, City of Worcester.

J. E. B E E V E R  (1962-69) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Biological Sciences (Zoo
logy), Wolverhampton Poly
technic.
Dr. C. J. B E L L  (1948-56) 
Appointed Manager of Scientific 
Affairs with the I.B.M. Company. 
He is also Manager of the 
Comapny's Science Centre, 
Peterlee, Co. Durham.
A. E. B IR D  (1961-68) Grad
uated B.Sc., First Class Hons. 
Chemistry, Leeds University.
B. B IR T W IS T L E ,  LL.B. 
(1950-57) Appointed Town 
Clerk and Chief Executive Officer 
at Stretford.
P. B LA N D , B.Sc., LL.B.
(1957-63) Called to the Bar of 
the Inner Temple, London.
P. S. B R A D L E Y  (1959-66) 
Passed the Final Examination of 
The Institute of Chartered 
Accountants.
P. W . B R A D L E Y  (1961-68) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 3, Hons. 
Mathematics, Durham University
H. N. B R IN D L E  (1959-68) 
Awarded Certificate of Education 
Christ Church College, Canter
bury. Appointed assistant teacher 
St. Leonard's Primary School, 
Langho.
C. J. B R O A D B E N T  (1959-67) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Chemistry, City University, 
London.
J. R. B R O C K L E H U R S T
(1962-69) Graduated B.A., 
Class 2, Hons. Physics, Uni
versity College, Oxford.
D. B R O W N  (1949-54) Co
opted Director of Blackburn 
Rovers Football Club.
J. A. B R O W N  (1960-68) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1. 
Hons. Biochemistry, Cardiff 
University. Now at New York 
State University reading for 
Ph.D.
Dr. J. K. B R O W N  (1927-37) 
Appointed a School Medical 
Officer at Chorley.
A. B Y R O M  (1962-69) Grad
uated B.A., Class 2, Hons. 
Modern History, Magdalen 
College, Oxford University.
N. L. C H A M B E R S  (1959-68) 
Passed Part 1 of the Final Exami
nation of the Chartered Institute 
of Accountants.

Dr. H. C H A R N O C K  (1932-37) 
Appointed Head of the Royal 
Institute of Oceanography.
D. C O L L I N S O N  (1958-68) 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Hons. 
Chemistry, Oriel College, Oxford 
University.
D. C O L L I N SO N  (1960-70) 
Gained First Class Honours in 
first year studies in Chemistry 
and awarded the Woodiwis 
Scholarship for the best student 
in his year, Manchester Uni
versity.
P. J. C O O K S O N  (1960-70) 
Gained First Class Honours in 
first year studies in Engineering 
Science, Balliol College, Oxford 
University.
J. C O O P E R  (1962-69) Passed 
Part 1 of the Final Examination 
of the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants.
J. G. C O O P E R  (1961-68) 
Graduated B.A., First Class 
Hons. Chemistry, Sussex Uni
versity. Now at St. Bartholo
mew's Hospital for Medical 
Studies.

J. P. C O T T A M  (1960-67) 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Hons. 
Chemistry, Magdalen College, 
Oxford University. Appointed 
Management trainee with Court- 
aulds Limited.

M A N A G E R
Mr Harold Cowpe (1947-32), 

has been appointed manager of 
the Waterfoot branch of the 
National Westminster Bank Ltd.

Mr Cowpe, 46, was formerly 
sub-manager of the Blackburn 
Exchange Street branch. He 
lives at Willow Trees Drive, 
Blackburn and is married with 
two sons and a daughter.

He joined the National West
minster at Exchange Street after 
leaving School and moved to 
Wigan before becoming an 
inspector's assistant. He returned 
to Exchange Street in 1965 as 
sub-manager.

He is a member of Blackburn 
Golf Club and treasurer of 
Blackburn Sea Cadet Corps.

Keith 
has 
a job  
with  
lots of 
power

Speeding along is former Old 
Black's committee member Keith 
Collow (1939-44), for his job is 
to run British Petroleum's racing 
activities in the United Kingdom.

Mr Collow was formerly prin
cipal youth employment officer 
in Blackburn. He was respon
sible for the power boats taking 
part in BP's national power boat 
record attempts on Lake Winder
mere at the end of last year. He 
lives with his wife and daughter 
in Caxton Road, Hoddesden, 
Hertfordshire.
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W. B. C R IT C H L E Y  (1956-67) 
Graduated B.Tech., Class 2, Div.
2, Engineering, Bradford Uni
versity. Appointed Graduate 
Engineer with John Laing &■ 
Sons Limited.
T. K. D A W S O N  (1958-68) 
Awarded Diploma in Education, 
St. John's College, York. App
ointed assistant teacher with 
Inner London Education Auth
ority.
M. F. D A V IS  (1943-49) App
ointed Lecturer in Agricultural 
Engineering, Dorset College of 
Agriculture.
J. H. D IX O N  (1960-67) Grad
uated M B., Ch.B., Liverpool 
University. Commissioned as a 
Lieutenant in the R.A.M.C.
P. A. D O W N H A M  (1958-67) 
Graduated M.B., Ch.B., Man
chester University. Appointed 
Surgical Houseman at Victoria 
Hospital, Blackpool.
D. A. E A R N S H A W  (1944-49) 
Appointed Inspector of Branches 
of National Westminster Bank.
I. E A R N S H A W  (1960-67) 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Humanities and Tech
nology, Loughborough Uni
versity. Appointed to a post as 
Research Officer with the Dis
ablement Income Group.

A L B E R T  E A S T H A M

Albert Eastham (1946-51) is 
teaching at the University of 
Haile Selassie, Ethiopia. He 
is lecturing in development 
economics, personnel manage
ment and municipal politics for 
two years at the only university 
in the country.

He taught English at School 
from 1960 to 1965 and was 
senior lecturer in public admin
istration and economics at 
Oxford Polytechnic before the 
move. He toured India, Ceylon, 
Nepal and Kashmir last Summer 
and hopes to climb Mount 
Kenya and Kilimanjaro while in 
Africa.

He will return to the University 
of Birmingham, which is respon
sible for the two year course in 
Ethiopia.

G. D. E A S T W O O D  (1961-68) 
Graduated B.Eng., Class 2, Div.
1, Hons. Electrical Engineering, 
Liverpool University. Appointed 
Graduate Trainee with NORWEB

Dr. A. L. W. F. E D D L E S T O N  
M.A., B.M ., B.Ch. (1951-58) 
Awarded the degree of Doctor 
of Medicine, Oxford University.
C. G. E D M U N D S O N  (1962
69) Graudated B.A., Class 2, 
Hons. Music, Magdalen College, 
Oxford University. Appointed 
to a post in the Music Depart
ment at Solihull School.
D. F. F A IR IE S  (1961-68) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Colour Chemistry, Leeds 
University.
R. F A R R IN G T O N  (1942-46) 
Appointed Chief Public Health 
Inspector and Cleansing Super
intendent to Whitefield Urban 
District Council.
J. A. F ELL  (1962-65) Passed 
the Final Examination of the 
Institute of Chartered Account
ants.
P. M . F E L L O W S  (1962-68) 
Graduated B.D.S. (Dentistry), 
Birmingham University.
G. F E R G U S O N  Appointed 
William Dick Professor of Animal 
Health, Edinburgh University.
S. J. F E R G U S O N  (1958-69) 
Graduated B.A., First Class Hons. 
Chemistry, Merton College. Ox
ford University.
D. F IE L D IN G  (1962-69) 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Hons. 
Engineering Science, Magdalen 
College, Oxford University.
G. N. F O R B E S  (1918-23) 
Re-elected to the F.A. Council to 
the Central League Management 
Committee and to the Lancashire
F.A. Council.
D. J. F O R D  (1962-69) Grad
uated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Geography, University 
College, London.
G. A. R. F O R D Y C E  (1958-69) 
Graudated B.A., Class 2, Hons. 
Economic and Social History 
Kent University. Appointed 
Articled Clerk with Thornton 
Baker Ltd., Chartered Account
ants.
R. G. F R IE N D  (1961-69) 
Graduated B.Eng. (Ord.) Class 1, 
Civil Engineering, Liverpool 
University. Appointed Graduate 
Engineer with Lancashire County 
Council.
M . F. F R O ST  (1958-67) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Hons. 
Commerce, Herriott Watt Uni- 
veristy.
M . G A R B U T T  (1962-69) 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Philosophy, Durham Uni
versity.
J. D. G A R T S ID E  (1958-68) 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Engin
eering Science, Balliol College 
Oxford University. Appointed 
Graduate Engineer with Freeman 
Fox and Partners, Consulting 
Engineers London.

PROCTER’S
fo r

TELEVIS ION
C O L O U R  BLA CK  & W H ITE

RENT  O R  BU Y  

R A D IO m  jzej HI - FI G R A M S  

A LL  ELE C T R IC A L  A P P L IA N C E S

Choose from the best 

All with service that’s proved

PRO CTERS
14-16 AINSWORTH STREET, BLACKBURN 

Telephone 55336.

T R A V E L  A G E N T S  
T O U R S  B Y  A IR  A N D  C O A C H  
A G E N T S  FOR L E A D IN G

T O U R  C O M P A N I E S

J. & F. ASPDEN
(Blackburn) Ltd
Travel Serv ices

3 Park Road, 23 Railway Road,
Blackburn, Lancs. Darwen, Lancs.

Telephone 52323 Telephone 71127

QEGS CHOICE FOR TRAVEL
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P. H. G A SK IL L , M .A. (1955
63) Awarded Ph.D., Downing 
College, Cambridge University. 
J. B. G IB S O N  (1943-49) 
Awarded a Senatorship by The 
Junior Chamber of Commerce 
International.
R. A. G R E E N  (1961-68) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Chemistry, Durham Uni- 
veristy. Articled to Peat, Marwick 
Mitchell Ltd., Chartered Accoun
tants.
J. M . G R IF F IN  (1962-69) 
Passed the second examination 
for Medical Degrees at University 
College Hospital Medical School 
London.
K. G R U N D Y  (1940-46) App
ointed Superintendent radio
grapher for the Blackburn Group 
of hospitals.
B. S. H E A L D  (1945-50) Awar
ded a certificate by the National 
Aeronautics and Space Admini
stration (N.A.S.A.) of America 
for his work in connection with 
the Apollo Space Programme at 
the tracking Station in Western 
Australia.
D. F. H E P P O N S T A L L  (1964 
68) Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div.
2, Hons. History, Aberystwyth 
University.
A. P. H IG S O N  (1961-68) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Electrical Engineering and 
Electronics, University of Man
chester Institute of Science and 
Technology. Appointed to a post 
with B.A.C., Bristol.
G. J. H O D G S O N  (1949-56) 
Elected President of Blackburn 
Textile Management Association
C. C. H O L D E N  (1960-67) 
Awarded the Royal Society of 
Arts Silver Medal for the out
standing student of the year 
in the Royal School of Mines, 
Imperial College, London.
R. H O R T O N  (1962-70) Gained 
First Class Honours in first year 
studies in Physics, Merton 
College, Oxford University.
J. M . H O U L D S W O R T H  
(1960-67) Graduated B.Tech., 
Electrical Engineering, Bradford 
University. Appointed Telecom
munications Engineer with GEC 
Coventry.
L. H O U L K E R  (1960-67) Grad
uated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1. 
Hons. Civil Engineering, Man
chester University. Appointed 
Graduate Assistant Engineer at 
Rochdale.
J. M . H O W E L L S  (1961-68) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2. 
Hons. Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering, Swansea University 
Appointed Graduate Trainee in 
Telecommunications Research, 
with Plessey at Taplow.

N. G. B R A M L E Y -H O W A R T H
Graduated B.D.S. (Dentistry), 
Edinburgh University.
P. M . ID D O N  (1960-67) 
Awarded a Diploma in Building 
Economics at Portsmouth Poly
technic.
J. P. IL E S  (1958-68) Grad
uated B.A., Class 2, Div. 2, Hons. 
Economics History, York Uni
versity. Appointed Articled Clerk 
with Spicer and Pegler, Chart
ered Accountants, London.
J. A. IN G H A M  (1958-68) 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. French and Spanish, 
Durham University.
P. E. M . J A R R E T T , M .B.
B.Chir. (1951-60) Awarded
F.R.C.S. (London).
N. J E P S O N , J.P., B.Com.,
F.R.Econ.S. (1918-22) Re
appointed to the Post Office 
Users’ National Council.
M . I. J O H N S O N  (1961-67) 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 2. 
Hons. English, Leeds University. 
N. T. J O H N S O N  (1959-63) 
Graduated LL.B., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Law, Birmingham Uni
versity.
J. B. K E R S H A W  (1962-66) 
Graduated M..B, Ch.B., St. 
Andrews University.
Rev. W . H. C. K IN G S T O N
(1946-52) Appointed Vicar of 
St. Aidan's Church, Bamber 
Bridge.
J. G. K IR K  (1964-70) Gained 
First Class Honours in first year 
studies in Physics, Magdalen 
College, Oxford University. 
P. K IR K H A M  (1964-69) Grad
uated B.Sc., Class 3, Hons. 
Chemistry, Durham University.
M . G. K N IG H T  B.A.(1959-66) 
Passed the Final Examination of 
the Institute of Chartered Acc
ountants.
P. A. L A M B E R T  (1963-67) 
Graduated B. A. .Class 3, Hons. 
Economics and Business Studies 
Articled to Price, Waterhouse & 
Co., Chartered Accountants.
B. L E A T H E R T  (1962-69) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class C, Div. 2, 
Hons. Chemical Engineering, 
Newcastle University.
K. A. LEE CH , B.Sc. (1957-65) 
Awarded Ph.D., Manchester 
University for research in 
titanium dioxide.
A. D. LU N D , M .B., Ch.B. 
(1960-66) Appointed Honorary 
Clincal Assistant, Crumpsall 
Hospital.
W. G. P. M c G O W A N , B.A.
(1959-65) Awarded M.A., 
French Studies, Lancaster Uni
versity. Appointed Assistant 
Master, Abingdon School, 
Berkshire.

Lt. R. M a cD O N A L D , R.E.
(1961-64) Cred ited  E.Sc., 
Class 2, Div. 2, Mechanical Engi
neering, Royal Military College 
of Science, Shrivenham. App
ointed Troop Commander 2.6 
Armoured Engineer Squadron in 
Germany.
Dr. J. C. M A R S H A L L  (1949
59) Appointed Lecturer in Clin
ical Endocrinology, Birmingham 
University.
D. R. C. M A R S H A L L  (19C4-
65) Awarded Dip. Arch., Leeds 
University.
J. R. M A R S D E N  (19E8-G3) 
Passed the Final Examination of 
the Institute of Chartered Acc
ountants.
A. R. M A T T H E W S  (1942-47) 
Appointed Telephone Manager 
of Hull Corporation Telephone 
Undertaking.
K. M A U D S L E Y  (1962-69) 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Politics and Economics, 
York University.
R. A. M A Y O , B.Sc. (1938-44) 
Appointed City Engineer and 
Surveyor, York.
P. N. M E R C E R ,  M .Sc., 
Grad. Inst.P. (1947-58) Awar
ded Ph.D., Physics, London 
University.
Dr. J. M IL L S  (1946-51) 
Appointed District Medical 
Officer on Inagura Island, 
Bahamas.

H. B. M O L Y N E U X ,  M .A.
(1940-47) Appointed Justice of 
the Peace.
R. B. O L D H A M  (1956-67) 
Graduated B.Tech., Class 2, Div.
2, Hons. Automotive Engin
eering, Loughborough University 
Appointed a Design and Res
earch Engineer with Atkinson 
Vehicles, Preston.
A. J. P E N D L E B U R Y ,  M.A., 
Ph.D. (1952-61) Passed the 
Final Examination in Cost and 
Works Accountancy and was 
top student in the country.
T. G. P E N D L E B U R Y ,
B.Pharm., (1953-63) Awarded 
the degree of Master of Manage
ment Studies, Bradford Uni
versity.
D. I. R IL E Y  (1963-69) Grad
uated B.A., Class 2, Div. 2, Hons. 
Geography, Sheffield University. 
Appointed Planning Assistant 
Chesterfield Corporation.
P. G. R IL E Y  (1956-66) Passed 
the Final Examination of the 
Institute of Chartered Accoun
tants.
M . F. R O B E R T S  (1964-71) 
Elected to an Exhibition in 
History, Balliol College, Oxford 
University.
D. M . R O G E R S , B.Sc. (1956
63) Passed the Final Exami
nation of the Institute of Char
tered Accountants.

Headmaster of Shadsworth 
junior school, Blackburn is Frank 
Shuttleworth (1947-54). He 
took over the headship this year 
after being deputy head of Mill 
Hill junior school.

He went to Chester Training 
College after two years in the 
RAF and qualified as a teacher 
in 1960 specialising in teaching 
French to juniors.
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any news ?
Then drop u s a 
line at M ag iste r - care of School. 

It only takes a second to jot down  
a quick note but 
everyone w ill be 
interested.

Don 't forget your 
years at School.

Vicar moves  
to Forton

The Rev David Robinson, 
former vicar of St James, Black
burn, has moved to St James, 
Shireshead, Forton, near Lanc
aster, following his appointment 
as Diocesan Stewardship 
Adviser.

He has taken the smaller 
living in Forton as the pressure 
of parish work in Blackburn 
would be too much combined 
with the new appointment.

Married with two children, 
Mr Robinson was vicar of St 
James, Blackburn for 10 years. 
Previously he was curate at 
Standish and Lancaster Priory.

He is chapter clerk for Black
burn Deanery and a member of 
the executive committee of 
Blackburn Church Schools 
Association.

P. A. T. R O N S O N  (1939-45) 
Graduated M.A. in Marketing 
Education, Lancaster University.
C, R O S T R O N  (1960-67) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Pharmacy, Manchester 
University.
A. R U S H T O N  (1959-65) 
Awarded Ph.D., Chemical Engi
neering, University of Man
chester Isntitute of Science and 
Technology.
D. S H A R P L E S . M .Ed. (1946
53) Awarded Ph.D., Education 
Bath University. Appointed Head 
of the Education Department, 
Worcester College of Education.
G. S H A W  (1943-48) Appointed 
Chief Public Health Inspector 
at Morecambe.
K. W . S N A P E  (1958-68) 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Crystallography, Clare 
College, Cambridge University.

Minister in 
the Wirral

Methodist minister the Rev 
Alan A. Smith has been app
ointed minister of Little Sutton 
Methodist Church, Ellesmere 
Port, Cheshire.

He gained a Bachelor of 
Divinity degree from London 
after studying at Handsworth 
College, Birmingham, Previ
ously he became an analytical 
and development chemist with 
Chloride Batteries Ltd, on leaving 
School.

Mr Smith served in the Nott
ingham East district from 1967 
until his appointment in August.

N. W. T O W E R S  (1962-69) 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Hons. 
Physics, Merton College, Oxford 
University.
D. M . T Y S O N  (1960-67) 
Graduated B.D.S. (Dentistry), 
Liverpool University.
M . W A D E  (1954-61) App
ointed Assistant Treasurer in the 
European—American Bank, New 
York.
R. B. W A L N E  (1941-44) 
Appointed Headmaster of Brant- 
wood School, Bolton.
N. W A R D  (1961-69) Grad
uated B.Eng., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Engineering with Business 
Studies, Sheffield University. 
Appointed Engineering Assistant 
Ministry of Defence.
A. G. W A T S O N , B.Sc. (1960
66) Awarded Ph.D., Chemistry, 
Manchester University.
Actin g Sub. Lt. I. C. W E B B .  
R.N. (1961-68) Passed out of 
Britannia Royal Naval College, 
Dartmouth. Appointed "Ex
cellent" for Operations and 
Weapons Courses.

B A N K  
M A N A G E R

The North-West regional man
ager for Lloyd's Bank Ltd is 
Mr Eric West (1933-39), former 
manager of the Manchester King 
Street branch.

Mr West, who started with 
Lloyd's in Blackburn after leaving 
School, was appointed last year.

A former cricketer with East 
Lancs, Mr West is married with 
a 16-year-old son.

F. C. W E S T  (1962-69) Grad
uated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Chemical Engineering, 
University of Manchester Insti
tute of Science and Technology. 
Appointed Development En
gineer, Du Pont Co. (U.K.) Ltd.
G .K . W H IT E H E A D  (1960-68) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Honsl Mechanical Engineering, 
Leeds University. Appointed Ex
ecutive Engineer, Post Office 
Research and Development 
Centre.
P. G. W IG N A L L  (1960-68) 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div.1, 
Hons. Religious Studies, Lanc
aster University.
A. W IL K IN S O N ,  M .A. (1921
26) Elected Chairman of Black
burn Liberal Association.
Pilot O fficer A. J. W IL S O N
(1959-69) Awarded his Wings 
at R.A.F. Linton-on-Ouse after 
completing a year's training on 
Je t Provost Aircraft.
D. G. W O O D S  (1961-68) 
Graduated B.Ed., Hons. Liver
pool University (Edge Hill Coll
ege of Education). Appointed 
assistant teacher Roe Lee Prim
ary School, Blackburn.

D. W O L F E N D E N  (1962-69) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Mineral Engineering, Bir
mingham University.

P. W O O D  (1961-68) Grad
uated B.A., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Chemical Engineering, Churchill 
College, Cambridge University.

Hand it to Haydocks
FOR FIRST-CLASS LA U N D E R IN G  A N D  

D R Y -C LEA N IN G

V A N  A N D  S H O P  S E R V IC E  

Telephone Blackburn 48087 3 lines 

S H O P S —  

38 Preston N ew  Road 

82 Copy N ook  

46 W halley Banks 

A N D  ‘D R IV E - IN ’ A T  P L E C K G A T E  

R O A D , R A M S G R E A V E
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AGM -AND A PROFIT
The forty-fourth annual 

meeting, held at the Old Blacks 
clubhouse, Lammack, was one of 
the saddest on record. It 
followed, by less than a week, 
the death of our chairman Mr 
Donald Forbes.

Members stood in tribute to 
Mr Forbes and Sir Harold 
Derbyshire, our former president.

Lord Woolley was asked to be 
president and he accepted. He 
attended the annual dinner at 
School and took the chair.

Mr E. Towle was elected vice 
president and Mr Fred Bury was 
elected chairman with Mr Harold 
Burrows, vice chairman. The 
secretary Mr David Forbes; 
treasurer, Mr Fred Bury and the 
auditors Messrs William Hare 
and Kenneth H. Marsden were 
re-elected.

Messrs E. Wilkinson and
I. Newton were elected to the 
committee replacing Mr 
Burrows, on his election to vice 
chairman, and Mr P. L. S. Dixon 
who resigned. Messrs E. G. Kay, 
R. B. Smith and W. E. T. Walsh

were co-opted to the committee.
Mr Bury read the treasurer's 

report and that of the secretary 
Mr David Forbes, who was 
naturally absent. Mr Bury said 
the association had managed to 
make a profit of £3.35 on the 
year compared with a £100.80 
loss on the previous year. 
Magister cost £295.92 for the 
mammoth 28-page magazine 
last year compared to £364.39 
for two issues in 1971. This had 
the effect of saving £68.47 less 
the cost of last November's 
Dinner issue which still left us

with a considerable saving.
Mr John Duckworth, editor 

of Magister, reported that there 
had only been one Magister in 
1971, (the other mentioned, 
above, was published in 1970 
but came under the '71 financial 
year) because he was taking his 
final exams at the time it was 
scheduled to appear. He thanked 
members for their approval of 
the new look and asked them to 
think about a new name for the 
magazine — one "which could 
perhaps be more pertinent to 
our subscribers".

O LD  B L A C K B U R N IA N S ' A S S O C IA T IO N  

S T A T E M E N T  OF A C C O U N T S  FO R  T H E  Y E A R  E N D E D  31st JU LY , 1972

IN C O M E  A N D  E X P E N D IT U R E  A C C O U N T

Bank Charges 
General Expenses 
Postages .. . •
Magazines .. ..
Magister .. ..
Leavers Supper 
School Covenant 
Corporation Tax 
Balance and Profit 
Accumulated Fund

P
2.10 

67.85 
33.60 
9.00 

295.92 
8 .

21 
17.

.54

.00

.68

Subscriptions 1971/72 ....................
Released from Life Membership Fund 
Interest on Investments, 4%  Consols 

Tax

Blackburn Savings Bank

3.35
War Memorial Ground Rent 
Annual D inner...............

50
19

00
36

30.64
36.71

353 
31 .

67
5
1

92
50

35
00
27

£ 459.04 £ 459.04

B A L A N C E  S H E E T

Life M em bersh ip  Fund £ p
Balance at 1.9.71................................. 1570.03
Add itions..........................................  255.00

1825.03
D e le tion s.......................................... 31.50

War Memorial Fund............................  1207.77
Creditors: Printer ............................

S c h o o l............................
Inland R eve n u e ...............

Accum ulated Fund ..................
Profit at 1.9.71..................................... 137.76
Profit on 1971 /72 ............................. 3.35

1793.53

304.58 
3.15 

17.10

141 .11

£3467.24

Lammack Ground at cost less sales 
Investm ents: 4% Consols .. ..

£300 at cost 
£950 at par .. ..

(Market value £531) 
Cash  at Banks . .
Lloyds Bank Ltd. ..
Blackburn Savings Bank

C ash  in Hand

— p £ p 
1207.7

210.6 
950.00

41 .76 
1024 71

1160.6

1066.47

32.40

£3467.24

£ P

Honorary A u d ito rs’ Report

We hereby certify that we have examined the Accounts of the Old Blackburnians' Association as above set forth, together 
with the books, and vouchers relating thereto. In our opinion they represent a true and correct record of the transactions of 
the Association during the year ended 31st July, 1972.

13 November, 1972
(Signed) KENNETH H. MARSDEN, F.C.A. 

WILLIAM HARE, F.C.A.



MAGISTER Page 27

EARTH  
S H R IN K E R  
H EA D  
S H R IN K E R  !

Dr Allan Howarth, Director of 
Psychiatric Services for Zambia, 
returned to Blackburn in Dec
ember during a six-week holiday 
in England. He went to Zambia 
15 years after leaving Cambridge 
and took a 35,000 mile journey 
to study medical education in 
Africa, North America and Latin 
America in 1971

Simon to 
study at 
Welbeck

Simon Rigby left School last 
September to study at Welbeck 
College, the Army's sixth form 
centre for preparing boys for 
entry into the Royal Militiary 
Academy, Sandhurst.

Simon (1967-72), was one of 
only five boys chosen from the 
North-West for entry to the 
college.

TELEPHONE 
MANAGER
Manager of Hull telephone 

service — the only private 
service in the country — is old 
boy Andrew Matthews, who 
started his career with the 
Post Office Telephones in Black
burn.

After qualifying as an engineer 
he spent time in Nigeria, Canada 
and Jamaica as well as various 
towns in this country before 
being appointed manager.

OXFORD 
DINNER

The Oxford branch Dinner 
of the Old B lackburnians 
took place in the Oscar  

W ilde room at M agda len  
College onM arch  2 th is year.

Richard Horton presided  
and Stephen Atherton pro 
posed a toast to the School 
to w hich the Headm aster 
replied.

Those w ho  attended w e re : 
The Headmaster, M e ssrs .
F. Bury, E. C. M arsden, 
W . E. T. W alsh, D. W. Shaw ,
D. I. Forbes, R. Hunter and  
H. K ing from  Blackburn. 
M e ssrs .  H. L. Scho llick  and  
T. Holden from  Oxford and  
M e ssrs .  Horton, Kirk, 
Miller, Moizer, Atherton, 
Read, Hargreaves, W alsh, 
Ferguson, Edm undson  and  
M illigan  from  the University. 
The event w as  organ ised by 
undergrads Atherton and 
Read.

PhD in Education
Derek Sharpies (1946-53) 

was awarded a PhD in education 
studies from Bath University. 
Derek, who lectures at Worcester 
College of Education, gained 
his Master of Education degree 
from Liverpool in 1966, having 
previously gained the diploma 
in education from Liverpool.

He gained the certificate of 
education from St. Paul's 
College, Cheltenham, in 1957.

PROFESSOR
Veterinarian Mr Gordon 

Ferguson (1933-39), has been 
appointed William Dick Pro
fessor of Animal Health at 
Edinburgh University, where he 
studied after leaving School.

He joined the staff of the 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College 
in 1948 and became senior 
lecturer in 1950. He was app
ointed senior lecturer at Edin
burgh in 1956 and was acting 
head of department of animal 
health from November 1971.

Branch News . . .
The South  M anchester and Cheshire branch is still go ing  

on as strongly  as it started and as  w e w ent to press, had 
a ladies evening organised.

Earlier in M ay, Yorksh ire  branch held a ladies evening at 
York, but w e d idn 't receive any details in time for th is issue.

G EO R G E C A L V E R T

^  H igh  class decorator ^

Decorating Contractor to 

Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School

Full range of Exclusive Designs 

ALSO LARGE SELECTION OF 

HAND PRINTED WALLPAPERS

All work personally supervised Estimates with pleasure

Sales and Showroom: 

182 SHEAR BRO W  
BLACKBURN

Residence: 
W ILLO W  HO USE’ 

M ELLO R LANE, M ELLO R 
BLACKBURN 

Phone Mellor 2391

Men going planes call at 
ROY MARLOR and choose 
quality clothes with a diff
erence. A difference that 
the particular man takes 
to his heart.

All the top names end up 
at ROY MARLOR - AQUA 
SCUTUM, SUMRIE - need 
we go on !
You should make ROY 
MARLOR your shop - 
there’s no finer place >n 
the whole of the North.

R O Y  

M A R L O R
PURE NEW  iCDOt 

FOR HAN ABOUT TOWN AND COUNTRY

B L A C K B U R N  -53  K in * W illiam  St. Tel. 59372 B U R N L E Y - I Howe W alk. Tel. 23073 

S K I P T O N  -  Middle Row. Tel. 3977
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MAGISTER
Magazine of the Old Blackburnians'Association

No. 17 
JU N E  1973

T h is  issu e  is  via media betw een June  1972 
M a g is te r  and N o ve m b e r 's  D inner Issu e . The  
co m p rom ise  betw een c o st  and com m unication.

W ell that w as  a long six m onth s! For those w ho can 't 
remember the last M a g iste r  —  it appeared 12 m onths ago.

No w e haven't succum bed to the depressing financial 
situation  our treasurer Fred Bury painted or should I say  
daubed.

W e "experim ented" —  a good  w ord m eaning w e had no 
time or funds to produce another 28-pager in November. 
W e tried a four-page "D in n e r Is s u e "  to cover all salient 
points.

It  proved a su cce ss  and w e are th inking about another 
sim ilar styled " th in "  M ag iste r  at the end o f Autum n.

Thanks to all w ho  w rote saying they liked the last m aga
zine —  it’s  a lw ays nice to know  that you are appreciated —  
the com m ittee tend to look at the balance sheet first.

Obviously last tim e 's magazine cannot be repeated in 
size and form at every six m onths. Time, money and w ork

from  a lot o f people keep M a g iste r  going. I think I have put 
ten years apiece on Harry K ing and Fred Bury. I t ’s  easy 
enough steering the car, it’s  the pit men w ho  do all the w ork.

How ever when w e see all the letters pouring in (sounds  
like the blurb in a g lo ssy  magazine) —  it m akes it w orthwhile. 
That is one o f the reasons w e have set up a letters page. 
Another reason is that w e asked you to write and let us know  
w hat you were doing so  that your contem poraries can say; 
" I  never thought Sm ithy w ould  end up in that." or " I  
wondered w hat that sw o t w as  doing I "

W e’ve had a terrific repsonse —  so  great that w e haven’t 
the space to print them all. But there w ill be other m agazines. 
Som e were personal and w e respected those; others were  
com ical and w e enjoyed those; many were rude and we 
fram ed those. W e had begging letters —  w e burnt those  I 

M ay  I reply to Phileus Shorrock M Sc . No I am not the 
Duckw orth  o f 3B w ho "b o rro w e d " your Latin Primer and 
fo rgo t to return it. I a lw ays thought Latin Primer w as  the 
ge sso  used by Leonardo Da Vinci.

THE POINT
I may be w rong but I believe the point o f M ag iste r  should  

be to keep old boys in touch —  w ith school and their con 
temporaries. W e all w ant to know  how  well form er co ll
eagues are go ing on and them to know  how  well we are 
doing. So  th is issue  is devoted to that end. I hope you w ill 
keep up the letters. I am w riting a book and painting for 
three and a half m onths th is  Sum m er before go ing  to the 
Bolton  Evening N ew s a s  sub-editor. You  may now  see the 
im portance o f your letters. I w ill be touring the country —  
so  don 't be surprised if I land on your doorstep w ith my 
bedrole I

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters —  w e have one printed below, w hich  sh o w s  w hat 

a jolly good  lot you are. W e have had many sim ilar ones to 
w arm  our cockles. I'll let Tom  Southw orth  (1950-55) tell 
it from  Islam abad in Pakistan. You may remember Tom  
w a s  featured in an article (Old boy flees from  Pakistan) in 
M ag iste r  number 16.

Y our cri de coeur caught my eye on page three o f the last 
M agister.

I have com puted the difference between my original su b 
scription of (I think) £5 and the new one o f (I believe) £15 
and find an outstanding balance o f £10, I am therefore 
enclosing a cheque to  cover the difference.

There is nothing so  sim ple as  the controversial decimal 
system  in Pakistan  —  w e buy go o d s  by the seer or by the 
maund, w e travel by the furlong and w e survey land by the 
maria or the kanal.

A m athem atician 's dream, a s  the w hole  system  is  (to 
me at least) incom prehensible I



MAGISTER
J U N E  1974 No. 18 Price 22p

Go-ahead for £110,000 plan
F O L L O W IN G  the successfu l 
Quatercentenary Appeal 
w hich resulted in the 
erection o f the splendid New  
A ssem b ly  Hall and Gam es  
Hall block on the Dukes  
Brow  Site  in 1970, the G o v 
ernors o f the Schoo l have 
launched another major 
appeal for the extension and 
com plete restructuring of 
the Jun ior School, Horn- 
cliffe.

A s  a member o f the G over
nors' Appeal Committee, I 
have been invited to be re
sponsib le  for the Old B o y s ’ 
section o f the Appeal. I have 
already sent a personal 
letter to those Old Boys w ho  
contributed to the Quater- 
centenary Appeal by m eans 
of a covenanted donation  
and w hose  covenants have 
now  expired, inviting them  
to renew their covenants. 
Very shortly I shall be sen-

continued next page
An artists  im pression  o f the new building
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cc-ntinued from Page 1 
ding a sim ilar personal letter 
to the rem aining Old B lack 
burnians on our register, 
many o f w hom  supported  
the Quatercentenary A pp 
eal, inviting their interest 
and support.

I sincerely hope that every 
Old Boy w ill give the Appeal 
his serious consideration. 
The Governors and Head
m aster are m ost grateful 
for the interest and support 
of Old B oys in the past and I 
confidently anticipate an
other generous response to 
th is Appeal.

H.K.

GOVERNORS
LAUNCH

APPEAL

FOR

JUNIOR

SCHOOL

South  side o f new building takes shape

S IX -A -S ID E  H A T  T R IC K
Q E G S  w on  the Public 
Sch o o l's  six -a-side  soccer 
com petition for the third 
time in seven years and the 
second tim e in three years, 
when they beat Bolton 1-0 
in the final.

The com petition w as  held

on the National W estm inster  
Bank ground, London, and 
team s were sp lit into eight 
sections o f four.

Q E G S  entered the quarter 
finals, beating Lancing  
College 3-0; K in g 's  School, 
2-1 and draw ing 1-1 w ith

Q U EEN  Elizabeth's main 
school is now  housed in 
fine, well-equipped build
ings and the governors feel 
that it is a matter of urgent 
priority to bring the junior 
school accommodation in 
Horncliffe to comparable 
standards.

They have therefore launched 
an appeal for £110,000 to old 
boys, parents, industrialists and 
well-wishers in the confident 
hope that the response will be 
as prompt and generous as it 
has been in the past.

The School enjoys no grants 
from the department of Edu
cation towards capital building 
projects nor does it have gen
erous endowments on which to 
draw. Its only significant source 
of revenue is from fees, which, 
being a direct grant school, it 
may not use to finance such 
projects only for the day to day 
running of the school.

The plan envisages the internal 
reconstructuring of the existing 
Horncliffe building with the 
addition of a new linked two- 
storey block which will, when 
completed, provide the junior 
school with six spacious class
rooms, a library, a science room, 
music, art and assembly rooms 
and administrative accomo
dation.

In the past 20 years, the gov
ernors have spent £293,000 on 
improvements, so that the school 
might have the best possible 
provision for its 900 boys.

How justified that expenditure 
has been can be seen from the 
long list of successes academic 
and otherwise, that have been 
achieved in that period. In an 
appeal brochure, Mr. J .  N. Prest, 
chairman of the appeal com
mittee; Mr. William Hare, chair
man of the governors, and Mr. 
Douglas Coulson, headmaster, 
say: "If, as we hope, you share 
our belief in the role played by 
independent schools in our 
national education system, we 
ask you to back that belief with 
your very generous gifts."

C h rist 's  Hospital.

They drew  w ith Bootham  
by the sam e tally in the 
quarter fina ls but go t  
through on corners. They 
beat M anchester Gram m ar 
School 1-0 to meet Bolton  
in the final.

Engineer is 
manager in 

tyre firm
M r. John Sm ith  (1937-42) 

has been appointed m anager 
of the Goodyear Tyre and 
Rubber C om pany 's  au to 
motive engineering depart
ment.

M r. Sm ith  joined the 
Goodyear com pany four 
years ago. After leaving 
School, he served an engin 
eering apprenticeship, then 
gained experience in au to 
m otive and hydraulic en
gineering w ith  several firm s  
in Lancashire and the M id 
lands.

He is living in W eeping  
C ro ss, S ta ffs, married w ith  
tw o  children.

G eo ff so lves 
ene rgy  cris is 
on his bike

Geoff Redman (1957-64) has 
been making his own contri
bution towards solving the 
energy crisis in recent months.

For despite the hazards of 
London rush-hour traffic, he has 
been commuting daily from his 
home in Highbury Grove, North 
London, to work by . . . bicycle.

Geoff, who works in the City, 
says he is thankful that no one 
has yet thrown bombs at him I

A former student at Magdalen 
College, Oxford, Geoff is at 
present studying for the Ins
titute of Actuaries examinations, 
and is also planning to get 
married to a London girl later 
in the year.
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DOCTOR IS 
INSTALLED 
PRESIDENT
Dr. Walter Calvert, 

F.R.C.O.G.. (1926-33) was 
installed President of the 
North of England Obstet
rical & Gynaecological 
Society, at its annual 
general meeting on Friday 
the 18th January, 1974.

The Society is an old one and 
has a large membership of 
specialists in Manchester, Liver
pool, Leeds, Sheffield and New
castle-upon-Tyne. Meetings for 
clinical and scientific discussion 
are held in each of these centres 
in turn.

Dr. Calvert qualified in Man
chester and, after several app
ointments, including House 
Physician at Blackburn & East 
Lancashire Royal Infirmary, and 
a spell in General Practice in 
Great Harwood, concentrated on 
Obstetrics & Gynaecology. He 
became a member by exam
ination, of the Royal College of 
Obstreticians & Gynaecologists 
in 1946 and was elected Fellow 
in 1961.

He is Senior Consultant in his 
speciality to the Stockport & 
Buxton Group of Hospitals, 
where he is also Clinical Tutor 
to the Postgraduate Medical 
Education Centre and to Under
graduate Medical Students. He 
is a member of the Board of the 
Faculty of Medicine of the 
Victoria University of Man
chester and of its Committee for 
Extra-mural Undergraduate Edu
cation.

Dr. Calvert has a medically 
qualified son, who is following 
him into the Speciality, and a 
daughter, who is engaged in 
psychological research at the 
Max Planck Institute of Bio
logical Cybernetics at the Uni
versity of Tubingen in West 
Germany.

Church Study

Currently studying for ordi
nation into the Church in 1975 
is Arthur F. Ranson (1963-70). 
Last summer he obtained a 
second class general degree in 
philosophy and theology at 
Durham University.

M R . A R M IS T E A D

Blacks, Northern Nomads and 
Darwen FC and has been chair
man and treasurer of Lanca
shire Schools’ Athletic Associ
ation and former president of 
Blackburn Schools' Athletic 
Association.

He was a founder member of 
Blackburn West Rotary Club in 
1964; president of Blackburn 
Rotary Club in 1959/60 and 
former chairman of 119 Rotary 
District.

Eric Holden (1952-59) w as  
elected captain of W ilpshire  
G o lf Club, Blackburn. Roger 
Sm ethurst (1954-61) w as  
elected to the club council 
jo in ing other old boys, 
David Hollen (1946-51) and 
Alan G orse  (1948-54), w h s  
is  a lso  chairm an o f the 
house.

Th is year's Old B lacks go lf  
match is at B lackburn on 
Thursday June 6.

Headmaster of Longshaw jun
ior school, Mr. George Armistead 
(1924-30), retired at the end of 
December, after 23 years as 
head.

Mr. Armistead was formally 
headmaster at St. Stephen’s 
junior school and is a former 
president of Blackburn Teachers’ 
Association (NUT).

He trained at St. Paul’s Col
lege, Cheltenham after leaving 
School, were he represented the 
first XI at cricket and football.

He played football for the Old

HONOUR FOR Mr. LUND
Q E G S  D o m e st ic  B u rsa r  M r. Derick  Lund, re

ceived the h igh  honour o f o fficer in s ign ia  o f the  
St. Jo h n  A m bu lance  from  the Lord Prior, Lord  
Caccia, in London. M r. Lund is  honorary  se c 
retary and pub lic  re lations o fficer o f B lackburn  
St. Jo h n  A m bu lance  and has been very busy  re
cently  w o rk in g  fo r  the M a y o r 's  bu ild ing  fund  to  
raise  £10,000 fo r  a new  St. Jo h n  headquarters 
in B lackburn.

S c h o o l G o v e rn o r  a w a r d e d  C B E
Schoo l Governor, M r. 

W illiam  W oolley (1912-15) 
d isp lays h is insign ia  of 
Com m ander o f the Order of 
the British  Empire outside  
Buckingham  Palace, after 
receiving it from  the Duke  
o f Kent.

W ith  him at the ceremony 
were h is daughter, M rs. 
Anne Bradshaw , h is wife, 
M arion, and son  M r. Ian 
Woolley.

M r. W oolley, 72, o f B illinge  
Crest, Billinge End Road,

Blackburn, has been chair
man of the Blackburn and 
District H ospital M an age 
ment Com m ittee for the 
past 20 years.

He is chairman o f Cupal 
Ltd., m anufacturing chem 
ists, Blackburn, and retired 
last year as  chairman of 
of Blackburn m agistrates  
bench (see last Magister).

Former long-serv ing com 
mittee member o f the Old 
B lacks London Branch, M r. 
Denis H. R. Brearley (1917-

25), general secretary to  
the Incorporated Society of 
M u sic ian s  since 1947, rec
eived the OBE.

A fter ga in ing a Bachelor 
o f Law s degree at M a n 
chester University in 1929, 
he w as  adm itted a so lic itor 
in 1931 and w as  called to the 
bar in 1946, fo llow in g  a 
com m ission  in the Royal A ir 
Force during the war.

He lives in Richm ond, 
Surrey.

Head retires after 
23 years
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Obituary GEORGE EASTWOOD
Mr. George Norman Forbes, a 

governor of the School since
1962, died suddenly on 17th 
January 1973, aged 68. Mr. 
Forbes was an old boy of the 
School (1916-22) and was 
closely associated with the 
School throughout his life. He 
was secretary of the Old Black
burnians' Association Social 
Committee in the early 1930's 
and succeeded the late Mr. 
Henry Whittaker as chairman of 
the Association in 1950, an 
office he held until 1965.

Throughout this period Mr. 
Forbes gave loyal and devoted 
service to the Association, rarely 
missing a meeting and readily 
responding to the many invita
tions to represent the Association 
at a multitude of functions. He 
regularly attended dinners and 
supper evenings of regional 
branches and university groups, 
which he did much to foster. He 
was also instrumental in the 
inaugration of the annual old 
boys’ church services.

Mr. Forbes was well-known 
in football circles. He was a 
director of Blackburn Rovers 
Football Club from 1940 and a 
member of the Football Asso
ciation Council, a member of the 
Central League Committee and 
of the Lancashire F A. Council.

He was also managing director 
of John Forbes (Outfitters) 
Ltd. of Northgate, Blackburn 
which was closed on 31st

E. N O R M A N
We have just learned as, we go 

to press, of the sudden death of 
Edward (Ted) Norman on 22nd 
April 1974 in Llandudno where 
he had recently retired. On 
leaving school he became a 
pharmacist and ultimately a 
a branch manager with Boots, 
the Chemists.

Mr Norman was at School 
from 1923 to 1928.

He had a great love for the 
School and always took the 
opportunity of calling in when
ever he was in the district. He 
was a founder member and first 
secretary of the London Branch 
of the Old Blackburnians’ 
Association and a life member of 
of the Parent Association.

He regularly attended the 
Annual Dinner in Big School and 
at the 1960 dinner he proposed 
the toast to the school.

We extend our deepest sym
pathy to his widow and family.

Norman
Forbes

M R . F O R B E S

December 1972 after seventy 
eight years of continuous busi
ness. Generations of old boys 
will remember purchasing their 
first school cap from Johnny 
Forbes, which in earlier years 
was on Victoria Street on the 
site where Hitchen's now stands.

Mr. Forbes was cremated at 
Pleasington following a service 
at St. George's United Reformed 
Church with which he had long 
associations.

We extend our sincere sym
pathy to Mrs. Forbes and family.

H.K.

DR FR A N K  
L IV ESEY

Dr Frank Livesey (1918-24), 
general practitioner, of Preston 
New Road, Blackburn, died at 
the end of January, aged 66. He 
was cremated at Pleasington.

Dr Livesey qualified as a 
doctor at Manchester University 
and practised for three years at 
Manchester before joining the 
Royal Army Medical Corps and 
serving in India during the 
second world war.

He returned to Blackburn at 
the end of the war and set up 
in practice at his home in Preston 
New Road.

Dr Livosey's wife, Gertrude, 
died two years ago. He leaves 
a son, Harold and daughter, 
Jane.

I am pleased to have been 
afforded this opportunity of 
paying tribute to the mem
ory of George Eastwood 
w ho came to Queen Eliza
beth's when I was a pupil 
at the school, and whom I 
later came to know  inti
mately as a colleague when 
I too joined the staff in due 
course

George Frederick Eastwood, 
former Senior History Master, 
who retired at the end of the 
Michaelmas term in 1969, died 
in hospital on 27th August, 1973 
aged 68. He was cremated at 
Pleasington following a service 
in St. Silas' Church with which 
he was closely associated. Edu
cated at Bradford Grammar 
School, he won an Open 
Scholarship to Jesus College. 
Cambridge, where he graduated 
with Honours in History and 
English, and was awarded a 
Cambridge Teachers' Diploma 
with Distinction. He joined the 
staff at Queen Elizabeth's straight 
from Cambridge in September 
J  928 and devoted the whole of 
his long and distinguished 
career to the School, a period of 
nearly 42 years, which surely 
must constitute a record for the 
school.

Generations of old bovs and 
his colleagues on the staff will 
remember him with great affec
tion and esteem. "Pecker", as 
he was familiarly known to the 
boys, was a dedicated school
master in the best traditions of 
the professions and he identified 
himself with the life of the school 
in countless ways. For many 
years he was master-in-charge 
of the lower school responsible 
for the reception and nurture of 
the new boys entering the main 
school at 11 . In 1946 he
became Senior History Master, 
maintaining and extending the 
high standard of scholarship in 
the department.

Outside the classroom he gave 
his unstinted and enthusiastic 
support to many of the school's 
activities. For thirty-five years 
he was chairman of the Eliza
bethan Debating Society and 
numerous boys owe their first 
introduction to public speaking 
and debating to the encourage
ment of George Eastwood 
through the medium of the 
Society. His devotion to Drake 
House is legendary. He was in 
charge of this House for thirty 
years and much of its success 
stems from his stimulating and 
enthusiastic leadership. This was 
nowhere more apparent than at

M R . E A S T W O O D

Lammack, particularly in the 
inter-House Football competi
tions for the Robinson and 
Forbes Cups. I doubt if he ever 
missed a game in which Drake 
was involved and his vociferous 
support from the touch-line in 
all weathers, which few of us 
could match, brought unpara
lleled success to the House over 
the years.

During the Second World War, 
he was adjutant, with the rank 
of Flying Officer, of the school’s 
cadet group of no. 657 Squadron 
Air Training Corps. 'The Black
burnian' Magazine owes much 
to the efforts of George 
Eastwood who was a member of 
the magazine committee. In 
1965 he published a book on 
the history of Samlesbury Hall. 
The school, however, is indebted 
to him for the painstaking and 
detailed reading and research 
he undertook culminating in the 
publication under his ... lorship 
in the school's quatercentenary 
year in 1967, of "Queen Eliza
beth's", a history of the school 
from its beginnings as a chantry 
school of the Parish Church of 
Blackburn.

George Eastwood by his kind
ness, sincerity of purpose, 
friendly disposition and dry 
Yorkshire wit endeared himself 
to all with whom he came in 
contact. Those of us on the staff 
will recall the amusing and 
entertaining speech he made in 
Hartley House, where he worked 
for so long, on his retirement, 
so too will London Branch 
members of the Old Black
burnians' Association when he 
addressed them as guest of 
honour at their annual 1969 
dinner held in the Tower of 
London.

Queen Elizabeth's has lost a 
loyal friend and one of its most 
illustrious and popular masters. 
To his wife Edith, and son 
David we extend our sincere 
sympathy. H.K.
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DR HENRY CRONSHAW
Dr. Henry Brenan Cronshaw 

died in California U.S.A. on May 
19th, 1973. He was 84.

Dr. Cronshaw was born in 
Blackburn and was a pupil at 
Queen Elizabeth's Grammar 
School from 1901 to 1906. He 
graduated in mining and metal
lurgy at the Imperial College of 
Science and Technology, Lon
don, in 1910.

The following year he went 
surveying for oil in Trinidad, 
where he opened up some of the 
first oilfields. Two years on the 
island gave him a thirst for know
ledge and the next few years 
were spent in study and research 
at the Universities of Munich 
where he gained a Ph.D. degree 
and Cambridge where he gained 
a B.A. (Research) degree in 
Geology and Mineralogy.

Then came a Carnegie Re
search Scholarship which took 
him round industrial England 
investigating the performance of 
furnaces, and down tin mines to 
study ore genesis, followed by 
work in coal mines.

Afterwards, Dr. Cronshaw was 
appointed Professor of Min
eralogy and Geology in the Uni
versity of Ireland. During nearly 
ten years there he carried out 
work on Irish peat and minerals.

Then to Mexico and a baffling

problem of oil on the Pacific 
coast of Oaxaca, followed by 
mineral surveys in British Colum
bia. He came back to England 
as director of a research labor
atory and organiser of technical 
education, for iron glass and 
clay industries. After seven years 
he moved to London and set up 
a laboratory as a consulting 
chemist.

As time went on, Dr. Cronshaw 
became editor of technical 
journals for chemical, paint, 
food, and diary industries. Fif
teen years as a writer on scien
tific and technical subjects, led 
him to the idea of a Society of 
Instrument Technology, which 
was successfully founded in 
1944. Dr. Cronshaw also pio
neered the idea of food tech
nology, and was one of the 
original promoters of the Society 
of Diary Technology, becoming 
chairman of its standardisation 
Committee.

Dr. Cronshaw emigrated to 
America with his family in 1946, 
where he continued to lecture, 
edit and write for a variety of 
technical journals, whilst work
ing towards the production of a 
technical dictionary. He event
ually settled in California, where 
he leaves a widow and two chil
dren.

D. B. Hollen & Co.
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Headmaster O.B.E. FOR  
dies in L O N D O N

hospital M EM BER

War fighter ace 
dies aged 53

G R O U P  Captain J. R. B. "B o b "  Braham, the foremost 
night fighter pilot of the second world war, w ho destroyed 
29 German aircraft, died in Nova Scotia, aged 53, in 
February.
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He earned two bars each to his 
DSO and DFC and was also 
awarded the Belgium Order of 
the Crown and the Croix de 
Guerre with Plain leaf.

He was at School from 1935 
to 1938, when he joined the 
RAF, following his father into 
flying as a pilot with the Royal 
Flying Corps in the 1914-18 
war. His father, the Rev. E. G. 
Braham, was minister of Trinity 
Methodist Church, Blackburn, 
from 1935 to 1939.

Group Capt Braham became 
the youngest wing commander 
in the RAF at 23, after shooting 
down his first aircraft in the 
Battle of Britain.

He was transferred to staff 
duties at the end of 1943 but 
was still allowed some opera
tional flying.

In June 1944, he was

shot down in a raid over 
Germany by the German ace 
Robert Spreckels, and finished 
the war in a prisoner-of-war 
camp. When Spreckels heard 
who he had shot down, he 
insisted on meeting Mr Brahams, 
and after the war, they became 
firm friends.

Group Capt Braham trans
ferred to the Royal Canadian 
Air Force in 1952 to assist in 
building up their air defence 
command.

He first commanded the all
weather jet fighter unit at North 
Bay and then held staff app
ointments at Air headquarters, 
Montreal and SHAPE in Paris.

He leaves a widow and three 
sons, one a naval officer and two 
in the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police.

MR Alan Hargreaves, head
master of Warfield C of E 
primary school died last year in 
Heatherwood hospital Ascot.

He had been in relatively 
poor health since a prostrate 
gland operation two years ago 
but had become seriously ill 
two months before.

He left a wife Barbara and 
two sons. He was a member of 
East Berks Operatic Society 
and was at School from 1926 to 
1933.

Clerk to Sunninghill Parish 
Council for 21 years, he was co
opted to Warfield Parish Council 
in 1970. Sunninghill primary 
school was his first teaching 
post in 1937. His father-in-law 
was headmaster at the time.

He saw active service with the 
RAF during the war and returned 
to Sunninghill to teach in 1945. 
He was appointed headmaster 
of Warfield 16 years ago.

Former long-serv ing com 
mittee member of the Old 
B lacks London branch, Mr. 
Denis H. Brearley (1917-25), 
general secretary to the 
Incorporated Society of 
M u sic ia n s  since 1947, rec
eived the O BE.

After gain ing a Bachelor 
of Law s degree at M a n 
chester University in 1929, 
he w as  adm itted a solic itor  
in 1931 and w as  called to 
the bar in 1946, fo llow in g  a 
com m ission  in the Royal Air 
Force during the war.

He lives in Richm ond, 
Surrey.

J. R. Whitehead, M .Sc., B.A.
(1961-67), Appointed Lecturer 
in Statistics and Probability, 
Chelsea College, London.
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OLD BOY LECTURING AT 

STRIFE-TORN 

ETHIOPIAN UNIVERSITY

A N Y O N E  keeping up with the news recently, (and w ho w on 't be ?) will be concerned 
about old boy Albert Eastham (1946-51), w ho is teaching at the Haile Sellassie U n i
versity in Ethiopia.

It was mentioned briefly in last Sum m er's Magister that Mr. Eastham, w ho taught 
English at School from 1960 to 1965, was lecturing in development economics, per
sonnel management and municipal politics for two years.

The political situation in Ethi
opia has been volatile recently, 
with the University being closed. 
Before the troubles, Mr Eastham 
wrote to tell us about his life in 
the poor African country.

After leaving Birmingham Uni
versity which, is responsible for 
the two-year programme, he 
arrived in Ethiopia via Vienna, 
Budapest, Ankara, Limassol, 
Jerusalem and Nairobi with his 
wife Trisha.

He taught army colonels and 
civil servants (We hope he made 
a few friends for later on I) close 
to the troublesome Somali 
border.

Then he begins name- 
dropping in his letter — and 
drops the biggest he can do in 
Ethiopia, Haile Sellassie. "The 
Emperor called at the Military 
Academy on an unofficial visit 
and we were lucky to have tea 
with him. I took some splendid 
close-up shots of the Emperor 
with my camera".

He teaches nine hours a week

a
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to classes of between 70 and 80 
and last semester had marked 
440 essays, each of 2,500 words. 
"In true African barter economy 
they always argue about their 
grades," he says.

He spent two weeks in Jan 
uary climbing Mount Kenya 
(17,055) and Kilimanjaro 
(19,355) and prepared for it 
with a half-mile swim in an 
Olympic-sized pool every day.

If all goes well, he will spend 
another year in Ethiopia before 
returning to Birmingham Uni
versity.

Appointed to Board

LONDON 
BRANCH

The London Branch of the Old 
Blackburnians' Association held 
their Annual Dinner on Friday,
22 March, 1974 in the Senior 
Common Room at Tizard Hall, 
Imperial College, London. Nearly 
40 members and their ladies 
attended including for Blackburn 
the Headmaster (Mr. D. J. 
Coulson), Mr. King and Mr. John 
Read, who was formerly a 
member of the Committee of the 
London Branch.

Chairman of the Branch, Mr. 
Paul Price presided and pro
posed a toast to the School and 
guests to which the Headmaster 
replied. Mr. Michael Stirrup 
proposed the loyal toast.

Amongst the guests were 
Sir Ben Ormerod and Lt. Col. 
John Whitaker two of our 
oldest old boys.

During the evening the Annual 
Business Meeting was held and 
the following officials of the 
Branch were elected.

after
agri-

M R . A S T L E Y

Less than a year 
joining a Haslingden  
cultural equipment m anu
facturers, M r. Eric Astley  
(1957-63) w as appointed to 
the board.

M r. Astley, 28, is financial 
director o f John Shepherd- 
Lamech, a subsid iary  o f Q- 
M ark  Industries Ltd.

He joined the firm  as  an 
accountant, after w ork ing  
for ten years at Thw aites  
Brewery, B lackburn where, 
he started from  School.

He is married and lives in 
Quebec Road, Blackburn.

Chairman:
Secretary:
Auditor:
Committee:

P. N. Price
I. Maughan 
H. Wilkinson 
R. Vipons
E. Stancliffe 
P. Cowburn
F. Coggins 
R. Croasdale

Will real 
Mr. Marsh 
stand up 
please!

Dear Editor.
I have just received a copy of 

Magister No. 16 and note with 
some satisfaction your reference 
to my appointment with the 
Open University (page 11). Un
fortunately, your Mr. Marsh 
though very distinguished 
looking and doubtless quite 
capable of discharging the re
sponsibilities incumbent upon 
me, isn’t me — if you see what I 
mean! Accordingly, I am in
viting you to print a copy of the 
enclosed photograph which, 
though a grim parody of my true 
likeness and disposition, will 
at least disassociate your Mr. 
Marsh’ from my school record
— a cause for considerable relief 
on his part, I can assure you.

M R . M A R S H

You may also care to report 
that I have taken up duties as 
Lecturer in Biological Studies in 
the Education Department at 
the University of Hong Kong. 
Aside from preparing biology 
graduates of the University for 
their Diplomas in Science Edu
cation I am working on the 
problem of birth-control edu
cation in Hong Kong.
Best wishes,
Anthony Roger Marsh, 
(1948-53).

A S S IS T A N T  E D IT O R
Mr. George Woodhouse, 

(1947-52), former deputy chief 
sub-editor on the Lancashire 
Evening Telegraph, Blackburn, 
and its sister paper, the Evening 
Star, Burnley, has been app
ointed assistant editor of the 
Evening Mail at Uxbridge.

He moved south five years ago 
to become chief sub-editor on 
the Mail when the newspaper 
was launched. Married with 
three children, he is a former 
deacon at Furthergate Con
gregational Church in Blackburn.
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H EA D  M A S T E R  S  A D D R E S S  AT  

O LD  BOYS* A N N U A L  D IN N E R

School has never 
been in a more 
flourishing state

GCE's are first class
M R . C O U L SO N

Q U EEN  Elizabeth's has never been in a more flourish ing and 
happy state than it is today, in terms of buildings, academic 
success, parental support and co-operation, recruitment and 
goodw ill.

This year, our G.C.E. results were first class. This year a record number of boys of 
high quality sought admission to both the Junior School and the Main School.

This year a record number of 
boys — 20 in all — have taken 
the Oxford and Cambridge 
Scholarship Examinations and 
this year, as in the past, boys 
have gone off to their Uni
versities and further education, 
not only well-endowed aca
demically but, through the con
tribution they have made to the 
corporate life and activities of 
the School, experienced in 
leadership and imbued with a 
sense of responsibility and social 
awareness that will make them 
good citizens in every meaning 
of the term.

I only wish I had time to tell 
you of the many ways in which 
the boys here give up their time 
and energies to help, for ex
ample, the less fortunate people 
in Blackburn — of the boys who 
have decorated the home of a 
sick elderly couple at Ewood — 
of the Oxford candidate who, 
in his spare hours, teaches and 
works at Blackburn House. But 
perhaps these two examples, 
Mr. President may show, that 
what I said earlier was not simply 
a set of self-congratulatory 
platitudes.

And, of course, you won’t 
need reminding that the School 
won the Public Schools 6-a
Side competition in London on 
Tuesday of this week, beating 
Bolton 1 -0 in the final, after 
beating Lancing, Kings Chester, 
Bootham & M.G.S.

And, as this is an O.B. dinner, 
you would like to know, I am 
sure, that our Michael Roberts,

now at Balliol, won the coveted 
University Prize for History, the 
Davies Prize in 1972; and that 
our Stephen Bury, also of Balliol, 
has won the same prize this year. 
The Master of Balliol commented 
that it was unusual for the same 
College to win the Prize in con
secutive years — but even more 
remarkable that the Prizewinners 
should come from the same 
school.
. The School, of course, has had 
its sadness in the past year, 
and we are still acutely aware 
of the loss we have suffered in 
the sudden and unexpected 
deaths of Norman Forbes, 
Norman Robinson and George 
Eastwood. The Common Room, 
too, has not escaped illness,

first Dennis Shaw’s absence 
through ill-health; then Harry 
King's two major operations, 
and, more recently, Harry 
Ingham's indisposition. May I 
say what pleasure it is to have 
the two former with us tonight, 
and the good news that Harry 
Ingham hopes to be back with 
us soon.

It is said, Mr President, that 
the overcrowding and general 
conditions in Bradford's Ele
mentary and Council School 
were so deplorable, a century 
ago, that the Almighty's attention 
was drawn to the fact in a verse 
of a hymn beginning with the 
lines.

"O n  Bradford likewise
look Thou down

Where Satan keeps 
his seat"

I am not suggesting, for a 
moment, that for Bradford we 
should substitute Horncliffe. but 
I did feel that this might be an 
appropriate moment, as the 
brandy does its expansive work, 
for me to mention that we shall 
be launching a major Appeal to 
Old Boys, Parents past and 
present, and Industry for 
£110,000 to bring Horncliffe up 
to a standard, in terms of 
buildings, that will match the 
high quality of its teaching and 
will match, also the first class 
buildings that we in Main School 
enjoy. You will be hearing more 
from the Appeals Committee in 
the New Year, but I hope that 
the School can look to its Old 
Boys for the kind of generosity 
that was so readily forthcoming 
in our Quatercentenery Appeal.

We have much to be thankful 
for at Queen Elizabeth's, Mr. 
President. For we are not a 
School where, for example, ex
aminations are merely a device 
to see whether the Staff are 
actually doing any teaching.

Oxford Branch dinner
The 1974 Annual Dinner of 

the Oxford Branch o f the 
Old B lackburn ians' A s so c i
ation took place on Friday, 
1st M arch  in room s at St. 
Edm und Hall, Oxford.

Those travelling from  
Blackburn were M r. N. Jep- 
son  (V ice-Chairm an o f G o v 
ernors), the Headmaster, 
Mr. Bury (Chairm an o f the 
A ssoc iation ), M r. D. I. 
Forbes (Secretary o f the 
A ssoc iation ), M r. E. W ilk in 
son  (Chairm an of the Old  
B lackburn ians' Football 
Club), M r. Hunter, (Schoo l

Bursar), Dr. G. P. W alsh, 
Mr. T. E. Sharratt, M r. D. W. 
Shaw , Mr. J. Fyles and Mr. 
H. King.

It  w as  a lso  a pleasure to 
w elcom e Dr. C. M . P. Jo h n 
son  (Bursar o f St. J o h n 's  
College, Cam bridge), Mr.
H. L. Schollick, M r. T. 
Holden, the Rev. S. B irtwell 
and M r. R. Hargreaves, a 
Cam bridge graduate and 
brother o f Neil Hargreaves 
w ho made the arrangem ents 
for tho dinner. Undergrad
uates present were Mr. 
S. W. Atherton, M r. R. K.

Read, M r. A. G. W alsh, Mr.
C. D. Bamber, M r. D. J. 
Miller, M r. I. Tranter, Mr. 
S. J. Bury and M r. N. 
Hargreaves.

M r. S. W. Atherton pro
posed the Loyal T oast and 
M r. A. G. W alsh  the toast to 
the School.

The Headm aster re
sponded to th is toast in a 
novel w ay by m aking his 
speech in verse. The evening 
concluded appropriately at 
the Eastgate  Hotel where  
the majority o f the B lack 
burn party were staying.

H.K.

T H E  P R O V O S T  

G uest Speaker
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Headmaster's speech (cont)
Or where Free Periods are 

operated by the Second Master 
to enable younger teachers to 
take the classes of older teachers 
in addition to their own.

Or where Modern Mathe
matics is the study of wildf lowers 
and how they grow.

And where Staff Meetings are 
a form of detention operated by 
the Headmaster.

But a School where Staff 
work hard and with a sense of 
commitment that is a tonic to see
— where boys are friendly and 
equally committed to the life and 
work here — where parents are 
keenly interested and co-oper
ative — and, where the future's 
brightness has gained an even 
clearer intensity and lustre 
because of the untiring efforts 
of our unpaid publicity manager, 
Mr. Roy Hattersley.

Like all other Schools of our 
kind, we are assailed by attacks 
on what is called our privileged 
status, our divisiveness, our 
elitism, our specialisation and 
all the other well-known and 
well-worn politically emotive 
gibes. Independent Schools will 
be abolished, we are told, and
G.C.E. examinations swept aside.

When that Golden Age dawns, 
all will pass all examinations, all 
will go to any university, and we 
shall reach that blessed and 
blissful state, I suppose, when 
Doctors of Divinity will no longer 
be Honours DDs but fiddle- 
dee-dees, when everybody will 
be a graduate and everybody will 
be illiterate. In the meantime 
Queen Elizabeth's is determined 
to go quietly forward doing the 
job that it was created to do in 
1567, that it has done in different 
ways for 400 years, and that it 
continues to do as I see it, with 
increasing success today.

What a pleasure it is to have 
the Provost with us here tonight; 
what a delight to have listened 
to his Toast ,and what a privilege 
to have him as one of our newly- 
appointed Governors.

He comes, as a Governor, to a 
School which, to us who are 
closely and intimately concerned 
with its day to day organisation 
and progress, (and I say this 
both gratefully and modestly) 
seems now to have moved into 
what Mr. Winston Churchill 
described as the broad sunlit 
uplands of its history.

"  Conscious of tradition "
N e w ly  appointed  G overnor o f  the Sch oo l, The  

Archdeacon  o f B lackburn, The Very Rev. Law rence  
Jack so n , w a s  ch ie f g u e st at the annual d inner in 
b ig  sch oo l on Decem ber 15, and p roposed  a to a st  
to the schoo l.

PAIR ‘STRIKE GOLD’ 
AT SAME FIRM

T w o  old boys, both  w o rk in g  fo r  the Lancashire  
Even ing Telegraph, w ere presented w ith  go ld  
w atch e s to  m ark the 40 years service  w ith  the  
N orth  W estern  N e w sp ap e r Co. Ltd.

Mr. Arthur Cope (1929-33), 
was the first to receive his watch 
from the managing director, Mr.
George Hutcheon, in September.

Mr. Fred Barnes (1928-34) 
received his watch from Mr.
Hutcheon in January.

Mr. Cope, 55, of Willis Road,
Feniscliffe, started work as an 
apprentice compositor and has 
been deputy overseer for the 
past 12 years.

He is secretary of Cherry Tree 
United Reformed Church and 
this was his second gold award
— he received one from the 
National Blood Transfusion 
Service, for giving 50 pints of 
blood, >n 1970. (See Magister 
No. 14).

Mr. Barnes Wire room overseer 
joined the Northern Daily 
Telegraph straight from school in 
1934 on New Years Day.

He served with the Royal Sig
nals during the War and while 
in Singapore, like Mr. Ivan 
Marchant, (see page 12) was 
captured by the Japanese in 
1942 and eventually made to 
work on the "Burma" Railroad 
in Siam.

M R . C O P E

He delivered a very lively and 
witty speech, which set an 
extremely high standard for 
speakers in years to come.

He told the packed hall that 
he was conscious of the School's 
tradition and of the changes 
which were taking place in the 
world at the present time.

Of the changes, not the least 
were in education, he said. 
Before he came to Blackburn, he 
had been governor of another 
direct grant school, a grammar 
school, and he said he wanted 
to pay, in very simple terms, a 
very great tribute to the grammar 
school tradition.

And to the most unbelieve- 
able and incalcuable contri
bution that grammar schools 
have made as an aid to the 
common wheel of education in 
all its parts, to the whole vista 
of commerce, to the whole of the

society in which we live.
Mr. J .  N. Prest, a School 

Governor, proposed a toast to 
the guests and Mr. Charles 
Fletcher-Cooke, MPfor Darwen, 
who was returned to Parliament 
at February's election responded. 
The chairman. Lord Woolley, 
proposed a toast to The Queen,

The Duke of Lancaster.
This toast was followed by the 

usual tradition of members 
facing the memorial in big school 
in respect to those old boys who 
died in the past year.

Toastmaster was Mr Derek 
Lund, School domestic bursar.

He spent three years as a 
prisoner of war, the first six 
months as a coolie on Singapore 
docks. He was then transferred 
to the "Railway of Death". After 
18 months working on the rail
road, he shipped back to Japan 
on its completion.

He survived a shipwreck on the 
way in a typhoon, then worked 
in the Osaka shipyards before 
being bombed out by the US 
planes.

He completed his POW life as a 
foundry man in a fishing village, 
being repatriated in 1945. He 
returned to work at the Tele
graph.

Mr. Barnes, 57, is married 
with two daughters and lives in 
St. Mark's Place, Blackburn. 
He is an active worker for St. 
Mark's parish Church and has 
been secretary of the PCC since 
1967. He is also a manager of 
Wensley Fold School.

Switch for Ladies Night
O W IN G  to unforeseen circum stances the venue o f the 
Yorksh ire  Branch Ladies' Evening on Friday, 3 M ay, 1974 
w a s  changed from  York  to the Cairn Hotel, Harrogate.

M em bers and their ladies expressed their appreciation  
of the arrangem ents made by M r  Guy Shuttlew orth  for a 
very successfu l and enjoyable occasion.

Those  attending were: M r  and M r s  D. J. Coulson, M r  and 
M r s  R. Hunter, M r  and M r s  D. Cunliffe, M r  and M r s  E. 
Beaumont, M r  and M r s  C. Riley, M r  and M r s  K. Chadw ick, 
M r  and M r s  R. M ayo, M rs. P. Ronson, M r  and M r s  G. M . 
Shuttlew orth, M r  and M r s  H. King.

M R . B A R N E S
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M R. S IN G L E T O N

TOW N HALL  
RO U N D-U P

Re-organisation means 
promotion for old boys

The beginning of April saw  the re-organisation of 
local government in England and Wales. M any of our 
old boys were promoted or moved about the country as 
a result. Below are just a few of the new positions we 
are happy to record.

Mr. Clifford Singleton (1940-1946), former Blackburn Borough 
Treasurer was appointed Chief Executive Town Clerk of Blackburn 
last September. He followed Mr. Brian Scholes, who became Chief 
Executive of the new Bolton Metropolitan District Council.

Mr. Singleton became Chief Executive of the new Blackburn 
District Council on April 1.

In the 1960s, Mr. Singleton spent two years as financial adviser 
to the department of Municipal Affairs in Toronto and toured the 
United States two years ago learning advanced computer techniques.

After gaining a BA in administration at Manchester in 1949, he 
became a technical assistant at Preston. He moved to Southend as 
chief accountant and was promoted to assistant treasurer.

He became borough treasurer at Fleetwood in 1957, where he 
spent seven years before going to Canada.

He returned to a post with Lancashire County Council before being 
appointed deputy borough treasurer at Blackburn.

A dm in istra tion
Another old boy in the Blackburn reshuffle is Mr. Michael Harding 

(1955-1961). Mr. Harding, 31, is director of administration with the 
new council. The job carries a salary of £6,616 rising to £7,156.

He was articled to former town clerk at Blackburn, Mr. Frank 
Squires in 1964 after gaining a bachelor of laws degree at Bristol.

He was appointed assistant solicitor in 1967 and later became 
senior assistant. He was appointed assistant town clerk in May 1960.

Moving away from Blackburn, Mr. Keith Robinson (1931-38) is 
Chief Executive to the new Hampshire County authority at a salary 
of £12,750 a year.

He was appointed only a month after becoming town clerk at 
Stoke-on-Trent.

The son of a former town clerk of Blackburn, Mr. Robinson, 53, 
was appointed junior assistant solicitor in Blackburn in 1947.

A. T. Bennett

Mr Alexander Thomas Bennett 
(1951-56) of the Chestnuts, 
Long Bennington, died at Gran
tham Hospital at the end of 
December, aged 33. He leaves 
a widow Bettyne. two daughters 
and a son.

In the labs
Mr David Halstead (1957-65) 

has taken an appointment with 
John and E. Sturge Ltd, of Selby, 
as a biochemical engineer, pilot 
plant and laboratories section 
leader, after gaining his PhD.

G. F. Hyland, B.Sc., (1933
39), Appointed Senior M a n 
power Adviser in the North-West 
in the Department of Employ
ment.

He moved to Bristol to take up a similar position and from 1949 
to 1953 was second senior solicitor until his appointment as senior 
assistant.

His new job puts him in control of a 50,000 strong administrative 
staff in what is now, with Kent, the country's biggest non-metro
politan county.
R eclam ation

He is responsible for one and half million people in a region which 
stretches from the important ports of Southampton and Portsmouth 
to the rich green acres of the New Forest.

Mr. Robinson, who started his local government career by being 
articled to his father at Blackburn Town Hall when he left QEGS, 
became Town Clerk at Stoke in 1966 after local government service 
with Bristol and Birkenhead.

When he moved to the Potteries, the city had a shameful record 
of having more industrial dereliction than any other city in the 
country, but under his direction, the council reclaimed hundreds of 
forgotten acres in the last seven years.

Outside of his local government work, father-of-four Mr. Robinson 
is a keen cricketer and turns our regularly for the M.C.C. in games 
against the Forces and colleges. He played in the Lancashire League 
after leaving school.

With is wife, Sue, he held a unique distinction in his last year in 
Stoke — he was president of Stoke South Rotary Club while Mrs. 
Robinson was president of the ladies' equivalent, the Inner Wheel 
Club.

Mr. Robinson also lists among his interests tennis, squash and 
cine-photography, and the Robinson family are proud of their 
photographic "library", which included a film volume for every one 
of more than 25 years married life.

Tewkesbury District Council sees Mr. John Turner (1937-1942) 
appointed environmental health officer. He has been public health 
officer at Tewkesbury since 1960.

Mr. Turner, 47, is married with four children. He joined the navy 
at 17 and returned to join Blackburn health department in 1948. 
He was appointed district sanitary inspector two years later.

Mr Harry Turner (1946-52) has been appointed district adminis
trator of the new Kirklees Health Authority in Yorkshire.

Mr Turner began his hospital career at Brockhall after leaving 
School, then worked at Blackburn Infirmary, hospitals in London, 
Salisbury, Canterbury and Leeds before moving to Dewsbury.

39 E N T R IE S  

FOR GOLF
Last year's go lf com pe

tition m as held at W ilp- 

shire on June 7. There mere

39 entries. The Judge  

W alm esley Cup m as mon by 

M r M a lco lm  W allbank, of 

W ilpshire, and the S ir  G il

bert Gerrard Cup m as mon  

by M r  Jack  W alsh  o f B lack 

burn.

G. D. Henry (1947-53), App
ointed Community Services 
Development Officer to the 
Rochdale Metropolitan District 
Council.

M R . H A R D IN G
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CALLING OLD 
BOYS ALL OVER 

THE WORLD
You might think that anyone w ho has lived and worked 

in Africa and Fiji has seen quite enough of the world.

"I would like to put my name 
and address at the top of the 
the list as being a contact in 
Suva," he writes. "If any Old 
Boys are thinking of visiting 
Suva and would like to write I 
will gladly try to meet them at the 
airport or docks and show them 
round."

Anyone interested could write 
to Mr. Schofield at the school.

Mr. and Mrs. Schofield have 
been in Fiji for two years, but 
since the Fiji authorities are 
cutting back on overseas aid 
he will only have his contract 
renewed if there is no locally- 
trained maths graduate to take 
over the post.

If the contract is renewed the 
family will return to Fiji after 
their home leave.

M R . B A N C R O F T

Chairm an  o f B la c k 
burn Rovers, M r. W il
liam  B an cro ft (1943-50) 
w a s  one o f three new  
co -op ted  G ove rn ors o f

But Mr. Paul Schofield (1952
60), a maths teacher at Adi 
Cakobau School in Suva, Fiji, 
would be the last person to agree 
with you. (See last Magister).

Mr. Schofield, although hope
ful of getting another contract 
from the Fijian Overseas De
velopment Association, is plan
ning a trip home to Britain later 
this year — via Sydney, Bali, 
Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Bang
kok, Hong Kong, Delhi, Tehran, 
Istanbul, Athens and Amsterdam.

He will be making the trip with 
his wife Stella and two young 
children, and he has asked Mr. 
Fred Bury to put him in touch 
with Old Boys in any of the 
cities who they can visit on the 
way.

Se tt in g  o ff

They will be setting off on the 
trek in August and hope to be 
back in Britain by October.

Mr. Schofield has also put 
forward plans for what he calls 
an "International Tourist Agent 
Clearing House for Old Boys" 
(ITACHOB) — the idea being 
that a register of Old Boys 
scattered around the world could 
be compiled to help other Old 
Boys on their travels.

ROGER JOINS 
BROTHER 

A T  OXFORD

School co-opts 3 Governors

T H E  P R O V O S T  M R . W H IT T A K E R

the S ch o o l announced  
la st  Septem ber.

M r. B an cro ft is  a d ir 
ector o f the B an cro ft  
G roup  o f Com pan ie s.

The other go ve rn o rs are 
The Very  Rev. Law rence  
J ack so n , P ro vo st o f 
B lackburn  and M r. Jo h n  
W hittaker, a so lic ito r.

Liverpool social worker Roger 
Hargreaves (1959-65) (see last 
Magister) has returned to uni
versity life after an absence of 
five years.

Mr. Hargreaves, a Cambridge 
graduate, has been seconded by 
the city's social services depart
ment to Jesus College, Ox
ford, to take a two-year course 
in applied sociology, leading to 
an M.Sc. degree.

He got a taste for social work 
when he was a member of the 
community committee at school, 
and met his wife, Maureen, an 
old girl of Notre Dame Grammar 
School, through the committee. 
They now live at Flat 8, Thelwall 
House, Herbert Close, Oxford.

Roger's brother Neil is also a 
student in Oxford — taking a 
three-year degree course at 
Merton College.

The King and Darryl
Mr. Darryl David (1960-1966) of Strawberry Bank, Blackburn, 

will be remembered by the many old boys for his acting in School 
plays. He took a lead role nine years ago in the School production 
of Goldoni's "Servants of Two Master", which was the School's 
choice this year at the end of March.

It received packed houses every night and the main producer was 
head of English Mr. Peter Winders (see page 13).

Darryl played the secretary Phra Alack in the London production 
of "The King and I", which starred Peter Wyngarde and Sally Anne 
Howes at the Adelphi.

Mr. David had previously been understudy for the second lead 
role of the young hero, Lun Tha, while on tour with the production.

Mr. David appeared in Blackburn in a Christmas pantomine last 
year.
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Jap PoW plans to return 
to Far 
East

T H IS  su m m er se e s the  
the retirem ent, a fter 28 
years at Q E G S ,  o f M r  
Ivan  G. W . M arch an t,  
head o f art. H is  w ife, 
Gertrude, w h o  h as been 
teach in g  in H ornc liffe  
since  1951, is  a lso  
retiring.

The couple plan to rest 
for a short while to re
orientate but they don't 
plan to stay put in their 
retirement —  far from it, 
they are hoping to get to 
Malaya and Singapore 
overland I

First they want to reconnoitre 
the south of Spain to find a place 
to spend their winters, then they 
will be packing their bags and 
gearing up their Dormobile for 
the Asian trek.

They have always been wand
erers and are well known in the 
staff room for their summer trips 
abroad. Only about five years 
ago, they made it to India in an 
Escort van and back in time for 
the start of September term.

They were finding our the joys 
of southern Spain and Yugo
slavia about 10 years before 
package tours were thought of.

Mr. Marchant, or Jack as he 
was christened by "Doc" Tyler 
and has been known ever since, 
tells the story of a trip to Brussels 
in a Bond three-wheeler in 1951. 
He asked the doorman at the 
Belgium hotel where he could 
park his miniature vehicle for 
the night. The doorman looked 
at the Bond and said he could 
leave it in the hotel lobby. Mr. 
Marchant, being quick to take 
the hint, was ready to drive it up 
the steps, wipe the wheels on the 
mat and park it square with the 
reception desk.

But the doorman was quite 
serious — he literally carried it, 
with help from the porters, into 
the hotel lobby. "At least it kept 
dry that night," quipped Mr. 
Marchant.

At another time, in another 
place with another car — he 
wasn't so lucky. "We later ac
quired a Talbot, an aristocratic 
car," he says. "Unfortunately 
if it rained and the engine be
came damp, the relays would 
short, starting the twin horns 
and nothing, apart from dis
connecting the leads, would 
stop them.

"They would make a terrific 
noise once started and on more 
than one occasion, I had to leave 
the boys to mess about with their

paints in Hartley House, while 
I rushed down to stop the horns 
annoying everyone in the science 
block".

But the Marchants' most em
barrassing experience was in 
Namur, when a sudden down
pour in the middle of the night 
started the horns going full blast 
outside the hotel.

"I had to dash out to the car 
in the rain in slippers, pyjamas 
and dressing gown to disconnect 
the wires. We got some very 
funny looks from some very

tired eyes the following day at 
breakfast and reluctantly got rid 
of the car shortly afterwards."

But Mr. Marchant's life has 
been one big adventure. App
ropriately enough, his travels 
have taken him all over the world 
— appropriately because he 
gained a BSc in economics, 
specialising in geography, from 
the London School of Econo
mics in 1935. How he came to 
Blackburn to teach art is the 
story of a whole adventure in 
itself. cont. on next page

M r. and M rs. M archant w ork  out their route onjajinap

JACK' RETIRES AFTER 28 YEARS
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QEGS ENGLISH HEAD 

WRITES FIRST BOOK
'A' level crit on 'Hamlet’
Head o f E n g lish  at Q E G S ,  M r. Peter W inders, 

32, is  to  have h is  f ir s t  book  pub lished  th is  year.

It is an appraisal of "H a m le t "  —  notes for boys at 'A '  
level. It is now  in the proofing stages and will be printed 
in two editions with about 200 pages, soft back for 
schools and hard back for the shops.

"Hamlet is also the set book for 
The Open University and, as Mr. 
Winders explains, "fills the gaps 
in the market at this level."

"There are plenty of intellec
tual approaches appealing to the 
good English student but this 
book, which is more a crit, aims 
to give the average student an 
insight into Shakespeare’s trag
edy," says Mr. Winders.

He came to School in Nov
ember 1964 with a BA honours 
in English from Lincoln College, 
Oxford. He took over the English 
department from Mr. Mike 
Stevenson in 1970. Mike 
followed Mr. Bernard Davies as 
head in 1967.

Peter has written different 
forewords for the United States, 
Canada. Australia and New 
Zealand, so he is hoping for a 
world wide demand.

He has been pretty busy at 
School recently for he was main 
producer of the School play — 
"Servant of Two Masters", pre
sented in the new hall at the end 
of March.

The book differs from others 
on the subject as Peter has taken 
three modern recent productions

and compared what they set out 
to achieve with the reception 
they found from the newspaper 
critics.

One of the productions was 
Trevor Nun's 1970 one at Strat
ford with Alan Howard.

The others were Peter Hall's 
production with David Ward, 
again at Stratford, where Mr. 
Winders went to talk to Mr. Hall 
about his ideas and interpreta
tion. The third was John Giel
gud's production with Richard 
Burton in New York.

The book "Understanding 
Hamlet", should be in the shops 
in Autumn and is published by 
Pergamon Press, but as he 
studies the last proofs, Mr. 
Winder's mind is already on two 
more books for the same com
pany. He is setting out to write 
one on the same lines about 
"Measure for Measure" and an 
anthology of poetry, "The Seven 
Ages of Man".

"I might never have started 
it all if I had known of all the 
work involved but I think the 
second one is easier once one 
has got the hang of it." said 
Mr. Winders.

M R . W IN D E R S

"It's a long process writing 
a book like this because drafts 
have to be sent to the reviewers, 
who make suggestions for ad
aptation and alteration. There 
has, of course, been so much 
already written about 'Hamlet'. 
My work does not pretend to be 
all embracing or exhaustive; 
merely an introductory book, a 
skeletal structure on which the 
student's personal design can be 
imposed'..

The book is divided into two 
sections. The first aims to open 
a range of topics which will be

the student's concern. The 
second section focuses attention 
on details of the test with ques
tions or selected pasages and 
offers areas for thought and dis
cussion.

The first part of the book, sub
titled "Approach", contains 
topics on delay, Hamlet's state 
of mind, tragedy and appraisals 
of the characters, with regard 
to the prince.

The second part "Discussion", 
concentrates on the characters, 
themes and dramatic design, 
language, expression and style.

Put to work on 'Railway of Death'
cont. from  previous page

He was born in Southampton 
in 1913, and left the LSE to gain 
a teaching diploma at Cam
bridge in 1936.

"I was launched into teaching 
the hard way. I arrived at my 
first school on teaching practice 
to find that the teacher to whom 
I should have been assigned had 
not turned up. I had to take his 
class and carried on taking it for 
the rest of my practice.

"M y baptism into teaching 
was hard enough but things be
came worse when I obtained the 
diploma. It was the difficult days 
of the thirties and finding any

job was bad enough."
He was more or less out of 

work for about a year with 
sporadic periods of supply 
teaching. "They were bad years. 
I had returned to Southampton 
but then I had a taste of boarding 
school life at the City Freeman’s 
School and enjoyed my short 
time ther. I combined my in
terest in camping in those days 
with other teachers by taking 
poor children to camp."

In 1938 he was given charge 
of a Spanish refugee camp — 
because of his interest in geo
graphy !

The following year saw the

outbreak of war and Mr. Mar- 
chant joined the Royal Artillery. 
He was then shipped to Halifax, 
Nova Scotia; the West Indies; 
Cape Town and on to India. He 
left Bombay for Singapore and, 
like Fred Barnes (See page 9) 
he was captured in the Japanese 
invasion of 1942.

He was put to work on the 
Burma railroad, "The Railway 
of Death". In extreme depri
vation, in depressing conditions 
of forced work; little or no food 
and disease, rife in the sticky 
heat; where one man in three 
died, he survived. In incredible 
circumstances, he found in

credible ways to stay alive.
"None of the hundreds of 

prisoners was given any food in 
the first three weeks at the 
prison camp, there was none 
to be had. In these conditions, it 
wasn't long before bad health 
affected most of the men.

"Five of us made a pact. We 
experimented by eating various 
vegetation and berries, fruit and 
anything the forest had to offer.

"We would watch the birds to 
see what they ate, then we would 
try out the source of food we had. 
Often we would experiment with 
no knowledge of what poison 
Continued  on next page
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Started as supply teacher
Cont. from  previous page
or effect the plants would have. 
We drew straws or threw lots to 
see who sampled the food first.

"Only once did the fruit give 
us a bad time. One large, colour
ful and juicy plant had a stone 
seed, rather like a peach. Acid 
in the stone burned our lips, 
tongues and the insides of our 
mouths, which swelled up like 
balloons."

Then eventually Mr. Marchant 
caught dysentry. He became so 
ill that he was moved to the 
death house to go quietly. It was 
then that painting saved him. He 
started to paint portraits at a 
cost of two eggs per picture. 
"They were most useful. I can 
honestly say that painting saved 
my life, I would have died with
out the protein in the eggs. The 
ability to earn food made the 
essential difference and I pulled 
out of dysentry, but it left my 
insides rather badly shaken up."

Liberation came and Mr. 
Marchant returned to England 
but with a sad legacy from the 
Burma railroad.

His health had taken a severe

shaking and he never properly 
recovered from the prison life. 
“ I was sent to a rehabilitation 
camp and told them I wanted to 
take up teaching again. I had 
also taken up the inheritance of a 
cough since returning.

"I was sent to Blackburn as 
a stop gap. 'You did some geo
graphy in your degree course 
didn’t you ?' Well they need a 
geography teacher at Queen 
Elizabeths, so you can go there.’ 
they told me,” said Mr. Marchant.

"I arrived at QEGS and began 
teaching geography to the sixth 
forms. I had set off from the 
South on a half programme and 
started, like my teaching practice 
so many years before, on a full 
programme. But the school had 
already appointed a geography 
master, who was still in the 
forces.

"He was eventually demobbed 
and we taught together. Then I 
was silly enough to suggest that 
the governors appoint me senior 
geography master.

"They reviewed the situation 
and decided that the school

didn't need two geography 
teachers and that as I was the 
last one to be taken on, I would 
have to step down.

"The cough. I had picked up 
since arriving back in England 
had begun to get much worse. I 
enjoyed teaching geography and 
had thrown myself into the 
venture wholeheartedly. I was 
just glad to be back teaching 
especially after the rough start 
and the grim war years. I was 
just glad to be working.

"Well QEGS had an over
staffed geography department 
it seemed but they hadn't an 
art department and I was asked 
if I'd any experience and if I’d 
like to set up an art department. 
It seems strange for a person 
with a BSc in economics to be 
teaching art but I had certainly 
had experience of painting I I 
had also had other experiences 
apart form the war and immedi
ately set out to sort out an 
organised art department.

“ Organised it certainly had to 
be — if only marshalling buckets 
to catch the rain as it poured 
through the ceiling of the old 
wood huts."

The cough gradually worsened 
and Mr. Marchant saw his 
doctor, who advised specialist 
treatment. The specialist later 
told Mr. Marchant he would 
have to have an operation.

R e s is ta n t
"They removed half my lung 

but I'd become pretty resistant 
and very quickly got over the 
operation, although, of course 
I always have trouble now in 
damp weather or if it is too dry 
and dusty.

"It’s lucky we have such a lot 
of holidays — it gives me time 
to recover."

The art rooms were moved to 
Hartley House, the best place in 
the school to house an art wing 
and all aspects flourished in 
these ideal surroundings. A 
sixth form class was set up and 
the art department switched, 
with the biology section, to the 
new block in Dukes Brow.

Now the whole circle has 
been completed. The art rooms 
are once more in the wood huts, 
now revamped, and the biology 
department has increased to 
make a modern laboratory in the 
Dukes Brow building.

Mrs. Marchant, who trained 
as a teacher at Furzedown 
College, London, also has a fund 
of stories and experiences in her

23 years at school, one in par
ticular about her arrival. She was 
seconded to Horncliffe by Black
burn Education department. 
"They didn't know my husband 
was teaching at the school. I was 
patiently told all about the 
school and what to expect, 
although I knew it already. The 
headmaster of Horncliffe didn't 
realise for five days that I was 
married to a member of the 
staff.

"I came as a temporary on 
part-time and ended by staying 
for 23 years, so I was pretty 
lucky," she said before rushing 
off to organise the Horncliffe 
boys for a Noah's Ark pageant 
at the end of half term.
Lucky

“ I suppose I have been lucky," 
added Mr. Marchant. That 
wouldn't include falling down 
the art room steps in the snow 
before Christmas and breaking 
his arm ? "Well there again, the 
war toughened me up and made 
me quite resistant. I got over the 
lung operation very quickly and 
a little thing like the arm, even 
making an exceptionally quick 
recovery.

“ So you see, I am lucky 
enough to have the resistance 
to fight these things. At least I 
have managed to carry on under 
four headmasters," he laughed.

Like many other long-serving 
masters at the school, Mr. and 
Mrs. Marchant have seen their 
pupils return to school as col
leagues on the staff.

At the end of term, they will 
leave school to drive home for 
the last time to Roundhill 
cottage, the place on Haslingden 
Old Road, renowned by the 
locals for its paintings of a nude 
on the front door and Yugo
slavian girls in national costume 
dancing behind the potted plants 
in the porch.

O ff  again
Mr. Marchant may have time 

to finish many half-completed 
fibre-glass sculptures about the 
place, or bring his larqe stamp 
collection up to date — a hobby 
not so unusual for such a com
mitted traveller.

But then again, being so 
committed, it won't be long 
before the Marchants will be off 
again, ready for a second life
time's adventures — and, of 
course, the paints and brushes 
to record them.

They may then be hankering 
for the old 95-mpg Bond, which 
Mrs. Marchant used to get out 
of tricky parking situations by 
lifting with two hands under the 
bumper — but then, that's 
another story........

M AENSON
SUITS 
YOU

in good taste 

anywhere
anytime

prices 
from £25

other makes 
from £19

choose your 
new suit from

GRAYS
I Penny St. and 
Market Hall, 
Blackburn.
Tel. 53275
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FRED CHANGES PUMPS FOR
M r. M a rc h a n t 's  su c c e s so r  in the art departm ent  

next Septem ber w ill be M r. Fred Raby, head o f the  
S c h o o l 's  PE  D epartm ent fo r  the p a st 18 years.

During that time he has seen the sports side of the 
school activities blossom. "The PE curriculum has bro
adened now to anything-goes deal. We have squash bad
minton, golf, horse-riding, fencing and of course football.

PAINT POTS

Mr. Raby ge ts ready to move

But why should a PE teacher 
transfer to art? It's as strange 
as an economist taking up the 
job.

"Well. I suppose most old 
boys will know of my keen 
interest in painting. I have been 
designing and painting scenery 
for the School dramatic society 
productions since 1957 and have 
exhibited works in many local 
shows.

"There comes a time for every 
PE teacher when he begins to 
slow up. Then is the time for him 
to quit. It would not be fair to 
carry on and so, although I think 
I have another four good years 
left in me, I took the opportunity 
offered me by the headmaster, 
to take over on Mr. Marchant's 
retirement.

"I am looking forward to the 
challenge of the job. I have some 
new ideas, mainly about intro
ducing more graphics into the 
syllabus and extending the pot
tery which Mr. Marchant has 
introduced over the past few 
years.

Se a sca p e s

"M y main themes are land
scapes. mainly seascapes. I love 
boating and I am fascinated by 
water. I suppose that stems from 
the time I served on mine
sweepers with the navy during 
the war."

Apart from painting and 
boating, Mr. Raby is a keen 
caravanner and, like Mr. Mar
chant, combines painting and 
travelling. He has toured the 
continent and taken his "van" 
as far as Yugoslavia. He is a 
member of Preston Samaritans 
and has been concerned with 
many outside bodies, pro
fessionally.

"A sports master's life is 
certainly a six-day week, with 
plenty of night thrown in. It can 
also be a seven-day week when 
we have fencing matches. 
Fencing has been the highlight 
of sports achievement during 
the past 17 years, so, of course, 
it's all worthwhile. But even so,
I have to thank my wife, Edith 
for putting up with it."

In 1966, he was ground sec
retary of the English Schools

Athletics Championships, in 
Blackburn, is Northern Sec
retary of the English Public 
Schools sports association and 
a member of the FA ad hoc 
schools committee.

"We probably have the best 
record in the competition of any 
school. We notched our hat- 
trick this year.” (See page 2).

"The only sport we can't 
indulge in is rowing. We have 
no water suitable for miles 
around."

R e su lts

But rowing must be about the 
only thing he hasn’t been able 
to organise. A dinghy was built 
by masters and boys in their 
spare time and it is sailed on 
Rishton reservoir, usually on 
Saturday mornings. Gone are the 
old days of forced cross country 
runs, it might have made men of 
us but the lads today obtain the 
same results voluntarily, achie
ving prowess in their chosen 
sports.

Apart from looking after the 
lads’ physical side, Mr. Raby has 
also taught scripture, art and 
history while in charge at Lam- 
mack, has seen great develop
ment, including an all-weather 
pitch of 155X65 yards and a 
five-laps-to-the-mile athletics 
track, built for a tenth of the 
professional cost.

Invo lved

At School he has seen a new 
sports hall opened — under the 
new hall in what used to be the 
bottom quad. He was very much 
involved in the ideas and plan
ning stages for the new gym, for 
which he campaigned from the 
time he arrived.

Mr. Raby, 47, who lives near 
Mr. Winders (See page 13) in 
Fulwood, Preston, came to 
QEGS in 1956 from Meols Cop 
secondary school, Southport, 
where he was also head of the 
PE department.

He trained at Chester and 
Carnegie colleges before tea
ching and was at Southport for 
six years.
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B ishop  a p p o in te d  
to  C hes te r Prime Minister greets 

a member of 
our Canadian branch

IN  a recent letter to Mr. 
Harry K ing, Dr. Roger 
M altb y  (1948-53), w riting  
from  h is home in Calgary  
says:

" I  am in the process of 
arranging our annual dinner 
for M ay  4. W e hope to have 
six old boys present —  
w hich w ill be our largest 
gathering to date.

"J o h n  M o rr is  (1959-65), 
w ho em igrated from  B lack 
burn, w ith  h is wife, Linda, 
la st November, and Roger 
Pilkington  w ill be there for 
the first time.

"H u g h  M ack lin  (1907-08) 
is very well. He w as  80 
la st June and received a

a congratu latory telegram  
from  Prime M in iste r T ru 
deau."

Greetings and good  
w ish e s for a successfu l 
gathering were sent on be
half o f the Schoo l and the 
Old B lackburn ians' A s so c i
ation.

M r. M o rr is  is w ork ing  
w ith the Royal Bank of 
Canada and Mr. M o rr is  is 
secretary to the Calgary  
branch m anager o f The 
Guardian A ssu rance  Group. 
John previously w orked  
w ith  Barclays Bank Ltd. in 
Blackburn and A ccrington  
fo r e ight years. He played 
for the S ch o o l's  cricket 
and football first X ls.

The new  b ish op  o f C heste r is  Q E G S  o ld  boy  
H ubert V ic to r  W h itse y  (1927-1933), see  Magister 16.

The Bishop, who is married with two sons and a married daughter, 
became a bank clerk after leaving school, then went into the army 
as a gunner. He rose trhough the ranks to become a Lieutenant 
Colonel.

After the war he went up to St. Edmund Hall, Oxford, to prepare 
for ordination and then went to Westcott House, Cambridge. He 
was ordained in 1949 in the Diocese of Blackburn and served as 
Curate of Chorley until 1951.

He was then given two parishes and in 1963 was appointed an 
honorary Canon of Manchester Cathedral.

He was consecrated Suffragan Bishop of Hertford in 1971. After 
his appointment by the Queen, he was interviewed for BBC Radio 
by another old boy Charles Garside (1962-68). Mr. Garside is joint 
managing director of the West Lancashire Press Agency which pro
vides a news and picture service covering the north west for national 
and international newspapers, radio and television.

Headmaster finds 
problems in Uganda

One African country has been in the news more than 
any other in recent months —  Uganda. And learning 
about the "w ind s of change” that have swept through 
the nation at first hand has been Mr. John Martin (1940 
47), w ho is headmaster of Kigezi High School in Kabale.

Mr. Martin, principally a tea
cher of maths at the senior 
secondary boarding school, has 
also been teaching technical 
drawing lately because of a 
shortage of trained teachers in 
Uganda.

And as headmaster he has 
also had to deal with plumbing, 
problems, electricity failures,

N E W  H EA D  OF P. E. 
AT SC H O O L

OLD BOY Jack Monk takes over 
from Fred Raby as head of 
physical education at QEGS 
next term.

Mr Monk, married with two 
daughters, has been assistant 
PE master since 1958.

He left School in 1954 for 
National Service and played 
football for the East Lancs Regi
ment in Germany.

He went to Leeds Training 
College in 1955 and then to 
Carnegie College of Physical 
Education, in 1957.

He was born in Blackburn 
but attended Humberstone 
Foundation School, Grimsby, 
before moving to QEGS in 1949.

Mr Monk runs a boarding and 
breeding kennels, based on 
alsatians, at his home. Argent 
Kennels, Haslingden Old Road, 
Oswaldtwistle. He has shown 
at Cruft's and judges all over the 
country.

He began showing dogs as a 
hobby eight years ago after a 
leg injury stopped him playing 
for Blackburn Rugby Club. M R . M O N K

buying food, book-keeping and 
the perils of a mixed boarding 
school which caters for 480 
Ugandan boys and 120 girls.

Another headache for him has 
been the cost of slide rules in 
Uganda — his pupils have had 
to make their own out of card
board because they cannot 
afford to buy proper ones.

On the credit side, Mr. Martin 
can get cheap beef ( a big help 
these days!) bananas by the 
bunch, strawberries in his garden 
all the year round and plenty of 
sunshine.

Mr. Martin, married with four 
children, moved to Kigezi High 
five years ago after teaching for a 
couple of years at another Ugan
dan school.

A Bachelor of Science in 
mining at Leeds, he was a min
ing engineer in Uganda between
1952 and 1855, a sergeant with 
the RAEC, for three years, and a 
maths teacher at Chepstow and 
Nottingham before moving back 
to Africa.
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HONEYMOON 

HOTEL 

CAUGHT 

FIRE

Old boy Peter Earnshaw 1953 
-64 and his wife, Lynda, will cert
ainly not forget their honeymoon 
for their hotel caught fire on 
their wedding night.

They were staying at the 
Grosvenor hotel, Chester, over
night before driving to Wales. 
They saw smoke pouring from 
the hotel while out for a drink 
nearby.

However there was little 
danger and Peter at School from
1953 to 1964 was able to collect 
personal effects, although the 
couple had to spend the night at 
another hotel.

They were married at St. Silas' 
church in Blackburn, in August. 
Peter is a teacher at Shadsworth 
and plays football for Pleckgate 
Athletic and Alexandra FC. His 
bride Lynda Stones, is a designer 
at Broadloom Carpets, Rishton, 
where her father is managing 
director.

and Alexandra FC colleague 
of Pete Earnshaw, Philip Stuart 
Watson 1957-63 married Miss 
Shirley Margaret Cunningham at 
the United Reformed Church, 
Cherry Tree, last July. Philip is a 
chartered Architect with the new 
Blackburn Authority. His wife is 
a teacher and daughter of Black
burn Borough Engineer Mr. A. 
Dennis Clark. They also honey
mooned in Wales.

M r. David Tweed M ilne s  
1958-67 and M is s  Christine  
Ann Cocks, both teachers, 
were married at St. S ila s 's  
church Blackburn, in April.

M r. John Fraser Forbes, 
1951-61 eldest son  o f Old  
Blackburn ian 's A ssoc iation  
late chairman, M r. J. D. For
bes, married M is s  Gail Pugh  
of Cwm bran, Mon., at the 
church o f St. M ichael and 
All Sa in ts, Llantarnam, 
Mon.

Mr. Forbes, a consultant  
engineer, is a graduate of 
Sw ansea  University and is 
to subm it a thesis for his 
PhD there. H is w ife is a 
bio logy and physics teacher. 

★  ★  ★

M r. Ian Harrison W alton, 
1962-69 o f Lincoln Road, 
Blackburn, married M is s  Jill 
M ary  Turner o f Enfield, M id 
dlesex, at J e su s  Church, En 
field, in August.

★ ★ ★
It looks a s  though A u gu st  

w as a good  m onth for w ed 
dings. M r. Stephen How ard  
Tart, 1960-64 o f Em press  
Street, Lower Darwen, and  
M is s  M argare t Ferguson, a 
com puter program mer, of 
Blackburn Road, Rishton, 
were married at R ishton  
Parish Church.

★ ★ ★
The month before, another 

com puter programmer, Mr. 
Stephen W illiam s 1960-64 of 
Eldon Road, Blackburn, m ar
ried M is s  Barbara Ann Cope, 
a teacher, o f Grane Road, 
Haslingden, at Haslingden
Baptist Church.

★  ★  ★

Another b io logy teacher, 
M r. Graham  Taylor, 1955-62 
w ho teaches at St. Edmund  
A rrow sm ith  school, B lack 
burn, married M is s  Patricia 
M argaret Carty, a French
teacher at Pleckgate, at 
Christ the K ing Rom an Cath 
olic church, Burnley.

★  ★  ★

M r. John  Hunter, a civil 
engineer, o f W halley Road, 
W ilpshire, married M is s  
Joan  Elizabeth Harding, a 
farm er's daughter, o f Ely, 
at The Shire Hall, C am 
bridge, in November.

M r. Hunter form erly w o r
ked in the Borough S u r
veyor's department at B lack 
burn.

M r. Dennis John Hew itt 1959-67 w as  married in June last 
year to secretary M is s  Angela Hart at Hayes Parish Church, 
near Brom ley in Kent.

Mr. Hewitt, form erly o f Grasm ere Road, Haslingden, is 
a copy pharm acist in the pack development unit o f inter
national pharmaceutical com pany Burroughs W ellcom e  
and Co. o f Dartford.

H is bride, of Bromley, w ork s in the m arketing unit of 
Van den Berghs and Jurgens, London. The couple now  live 
at 84, Burnham  W alk, near G illingham .

Chief a ss istan t at B lack 
burn library, Mr. Stephen  
M artin  Child, 1953-64 o f 
W hitecroft Lane, Mellor, 
married M is s  Jacqueline
M ary  Pearson a hairdresser,
of Redlam, Blackburn, at St. 
Peter’s  Rom an Catholic chu 
rch, M ill Hill, in December.

★  ★  ★

Head of Schoo l in 1969, Brian 
Gordon Aldred married M is s  
M iriam  Constance Sh aw  at 
All Sa in ts Church, Preston  
in September.

★  ★  ★

St. Peter's w as  the venue 
(th is time at Salesbury) for 
the w edding of M r. Alec 
New sham , a trainee accoun
tant and M is s  Ann Kenyon, 
of R ibchester Road, C layton- 
le Dale.

M r. New sham , 1963-67 of 
Snodsw orth  Road, Langho, 
is go ing  to read politics, phil
osophy and econom ics at 
M agdalen  College, Oxford, 
in October.

★  ★  ★

M r. Lee Aubrey George  
M asters, 1963-70 articled  
clerk to a Rochdale solicitor, 
and stockbroker 's  clerk. 
M is s  Christine Atherton, 
were married at Im m anuel 
church, Fen iscow les in N o v 
ember. M r. M a ste rs  gained a 
BA  degree in law  last year.

★  ★  ★

M r. David George Parker's 
father, the Rev. G. A. 
Parker o f Whalley, o ff ic i
ated at h is m arriage to M is s  
Barbara W offenden, at St. 
M a ry 's  church, M a lpas, 
Mon., in October.

Don't forget 
the organist

M r. John Hargreaves 
(1926-28) w as  presented  
w ith m atching tie c lips and 
cuff links when he retired as 
organ ist at St. Jo h n 's  
Church, Great Harwood, in 
February, after seven years.

M r. Hargreaves, o f W il- 
w orth Crescent, Blackburn, 
is  chief librarian at the Lan
cashire Evening Telegraph  
and a great help in the pre
paration o f M agister. He has 
now  taken over as o rgan ist  
at Holy Trinity Church, 
Blackburn.
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£17,000 EXTENSIONS
The O ld B la c k s  foo tba ll club has com pleted  extensive  a lter

a tio n s at the M em o ria l Ground, Lam m ack Road, B lackburn. Be low , 
chairm an E rn est W ilk in so n  and secretary D avid  Forbes spell out 
the im p licatio n s o f the w ork.

W e are an A m ateur Football C lub  runn ing four team s in the North  
Section  o f the Lancashire  Am ateu r League, w h ich  is  one o f the fo re 
m o st  am ateur leagues in the country. Until about six  years a go  
m em bersh ip  w a s  restricted  to  old boys and m em bers o f s ta ff  o f 
Queen E lizabeth 's G ram m ar Schoo l, B lackburn, and w h ils t  there is  
still the sam e  restriction  to  m em bers w h o  w ish  to  p lay football, the  
C lub  h a s fo r  the la st  s ix  years been open to  anyone a s  a soc ia l m em ber  
and su ch  m em bers can enjoy all the facilities. There are quite a n u m 
ber o f soc ia l m em bers n o w  and new  ones are a lw a y s  w elcom e.

The pavilion, w ith  the exception o f the ex istin g  bar and club room , 
has been recently dem o lished  and a new  extension  c o n s is t in g  o f a 
new  bar and lounge, to ile ts, sh o w e rs  and ch an g in g  ro o m s is  w e ll 
under w ay. The c o s t  o f these  ex tension s is  over £17,000, o f w h ich  the  
Club  itse lf is  p rov id ing  £5,000 and the rem ain ing £12,000 has been 
borrow ed  fro m  a local brewery.

How ever, not yet budgeted  fo r  are e ssen tia l item s o f carpets, 
cu rta in s and furniture, and to  do ju stice  to  the new  bu ild ings, it is  
estim ated  that a further £2,000 w ill be needed.

If  you are an o ld  boy o f the Schoo l, w hether or not you w ere once a 
m em ber o f the C lub, w e  w ou ld  like you to  begin  or renew  your a s s o 
ciation  w ith  the Club. If  you are not an o ld  boy o f the Sch o o l your  
m em bersh ip  w ill be valued and w e  are sure  you w ou ld  enjoy u s in g  the 
C lu b  and m eeting new  and p o ss ib ly  old friends. If  your firm  runs a 
soc ia l club, etc., com e and have a look at our fac ilit ie s w hen the  
exten sion s are com pleted at the end o f M arch . These  fac ilit ie s are 
availab le  fo r  private hire, parties, dan ces and m eetings.

M a y  w e  a sk  you to  m ake a donation  to  provide the necessary  
fu rn ish in gs.

D o n a t io n s sh ou ld  be sen t to  A lan  B lack sh aw , 15 St. Law rence  
Ave., B lackburn, and cheques sh ou ld  be m ade payable to  O ld B la c k 
burn ians A ppeal Fund. A ll d o n a tio n s w ill be grate fu lly  acknow ledged .

O L D  B L A C K B U R N IA N S  A.F.C.
I enc lose  herew ith  £ ............................... to w a rd s  the O ld  B la c k 

burn ians Appeal Fund.
N A M E  ..............................................................

A D D R E S S  ..............................................................

D a te .....................................

Continued from back page

J b ia / iy

D a te s

T h is  yea r 's  annual 
dinner in B ig  sch oo l w ill 
be on Friday 21 D e ce m 
ber.

D. G. Whalley. M.B., Ch.B.
(1953-63), Elected Fellow of the 
Faculty of Anaesthetics of the 
Royal College of Surgeons.

A P P O IN T ED
H E A D M A S T E R

Mr Gordon Longton (1945
51), has been appointed head
master of Devonshire Road 
Junior School, Blackpool.

Mr Longton, of Queen's Road, 
Blackburn, has been head of 
Little Lever Primary School, near 
Bolton for four years.

After leaving School, he went 
to Leeds College of Education 
and then back to Blackburn and 
Park Road Junior School.

He then moved to Mill Hill 
Junior School, where he was 
deputy head for 10 years before 
moving as deputy to St. John's 
Primary School, Brinscall.

H. How arth  (1937-42), App
ointed Manager of Midland 
Bank, Kensington Branch, Liver
pool.

J- G. K irk (1964-70), Grad
uated B.A., First Class Hons., 
Physics, Magdalen College, Ox
ford University.

and extending the pavilion and 
eventually after many delays, 
mainly obtaining permission, 
work was commenced at the 
end of last year.

At the end of last season the 
Committee embarked on its 
programme of re-developing 
fully completed by the time 
Magister goes to Press.

(Further details of extensions 
are contained in the appeal 
letter I sent to you).

Despite the upheavals at the 
Club, socially it has done very

well and it is hoped many new 
members and old boys will come 
and support us and make full 
use of the splendid new club 
house.

Away from Football the Club 
has been undertaking several 
developments. In August last 
year with the assistance of a 
Special Environmental Assis
tance Grant the memorial ground 
was tidied up, trees planted and 
new grass sown and has im
proved the grounds appearance 
quite considerably.

Final f igu re s:

P W  D L F A  Pt

1 st X I  
24 9 7 8 35 40 25

2nd X I  
24 10 3 11 51 61 23

3rd X I  
30 16 5 9 81 64 37

4th X I  
30 13 1 16 77 89 27
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The new bar and extension looking tow ards the old room

AGM: Association makes a profit
O LD  Blackburnians A s s 

ociation made a profit of 
£89.51  last year, said the 
treasurer, Mr. Fred Bury at 
the 45th annual meeting, 
held in the Old Black 's A FC  
pavilion on November 20.

There were 19 members pre
sent with Mr Bury in the chair.

The profit was due mainly to 
increased revenue from sub
scriptions and from £650 of 
Barclays Bank loan stock 1986/ 
93, which had been authorised 
for purchase the year before.

Further investment was 
needed, it was decided and this 
was left to the committee. A 
donation of £21, written into 
a covenant, was made to the 
School but this was raised to 
£35 at a subsequent meeting.

Mr D. I. Forbes, secretary, gave 
a brief summary of the football 
club's activities in the absence of 
the club's chairman. A full 
report appeared in last year's 
Magister.

Mr Forbes addressed the 
members in his capacity as 
secretary:
Se cre ta ry 's  Report

Two Committee Meetings had 
been held — one in January and 
one in May and again one in this 
Pavilion and one at the School. 

The deaths of Mr Norman

T H E  hard-w ork ing m ini-bus  
set o ff for C o tton s Hotel, 
Knutsford, w ith  six repre
sentatives from  Blackburn, 
for South  M anchester and  
Cheshire B ranch 's  annual 
dinner on Novem ber 23.

The Headm aster replied 
for the gu e sts  after a short 
w elcom ing speech from  
the chairm an M r  Eric W est. 
Old boy Derrick Bradley w as  
host and provided a w orthy  
meal.

Forbes (see page 4) and Mr 
Edward Towle (see last 
Magister) were regretfully re
corded.

The Association has for some 
time been affiliated to the Public 
Schools Club through the mem
bership of an Old Boy but as 
notification has been received

Present:
C. Bainbridge (1937-43)
J. S. Baldwin (1949-59)
I. C. Batey (1947-51)
Dr G. R. Gilmore (1953-60) 
Dr T. S. Hindle (1927-37)
H. S. Marsden (1927-33)
Dr H. Morris (1948-55)
W. G. Newton (1944-48)
R. H. Pearson (1958-63)
E. West (1933-39)
C. Wilkinson (1944-48)
D. C. Bradley (1938-42)
H. Ramsbottom (1937-41)
D. Appleton (1938-42)
R- H. Ransom (1938-42)

subscription was to be increased 
to £31, the committee decided 
not to renew membership. It was 
only very rare occasions that the 
Association, or any of its mem
bers, would benefit.

Mr Bury again stepped into the 
breach with the absence of 

Cont. on page 23

A po log ie s
B. Batey, A. Carolin,
J. F. Dark, Dr., R. M. Fairburn, 
L. Irvine, F. H. Jacobson,
H. S. Liversedge, H. S. Mayo, 
J.  A. Mescki, J. E. Officer, 
A. Race, J .  Rothwell,
H. L. Schollick, E. W. Taylor.
School
D. J .  Coulson, Headmaster, 
R. Hunter, Harry King, Fred Bury, 
J .  F. Duckworth, E. J .  Kay.
A po log ie s
Chairman of the Governors, 
Mr. Hare and Mr. E. Metcalfe.

K N U T S F O R D  D I N N E R
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Degrees and things. . .
OLD BOYS' SUCCESSES IN BRIEF

J. R. A insw orth  (1961-68), 
Graduated B.Sc., Electrical Engi
neering, Bolton Institute of 
Technology. Appointed to a 
post as Computer Programmer 
Trainee with W.P.M., Darwen.

S. A in sw orth  (1963-69), 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Hons., 
Microbiology, Birmingham Uni
versity.

Rev. J. A stley (1958-65), 
Appointed Chaplain and Lecturer 
in Religious Studies, St. Hilda's 
College of Education, Durham.

E. Barnes (1957-65), App
ointed Honorary Secretary, St. 
John Ambulance, Blackburn.

J. E. Beever. B.Sc. (1962-69), 
Awarded M.Sc. in Environmental 
Resources, Salford University. 
Appointed to a post at Hunting
don Research Centre to conduct 
research into new drugs.

T. R. S. Beavis (1957-61), 
Appointed Deputy Housing 
Manager, Copec Housing Trust, 
Birmingham.

J. G. B lackw ell (1959-69) 
Graduated B.Sc., Mechanical 
Engineering, Bristol University.

FOR A LL  Y O U R -  

P H O T O G R A P H IC  R EQ U IR E M EN T S

CINE  
& 
STILL

M A IN  A G E N T S  FOR
LEITZ - ROLLEI - ZEISS 
NIKON - PENTAX - ETC - ETC

8mm. 8c 16mm. Amateur & Professional Cine Equipment

GORSE’S PHOTOGRAPHICS LTD.
S P E C IA L I S T S  I N  W E D D IN G S ,  P O R T R A IT S ,  

C O M M E R C I A L  A N D  I N D U S T R I A L  P H O T O G R A P H Y  

C O L O U R  O R  B L A C K  A N D  W H IT E

42-44, CHURCH STREET, BLACKBURN 
Telephone: 51682 and 62595

G. Bram ley-How arth  (1 928
37), Elected Leader of the Con
servative Group on Blackburn 
District Council.

A. W. Breakell (1965-70), 
Awarded Ordinary National Dip
loma in Business Studies, Tam- 
worth College of Further Edu
cation.

S. Bury (1965-71) Awarded the 
Oxford University History Prize 
(The Davis Prize), Balliol Coll
ege, Oxford.

P. M . A. Calverley (1961-68) 
Graduated M B„ Ch.B., Edin
burgh University.

P. C. Chadw ick  (1943-51), 
Appointed Head of Religious 
Education at Whitley Senior High 
School, Wigan.

N. L. Cham bers (1959-68), 
Passed the Final Examinations 
of the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants.

D. N. Boardw ell (1961-70), 
Graduated B.A.. Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Geography, Sheffield Uni
versity. Appointed to a post with 
Singleton, Fabian, Dewhurst & 
Co., Chartered Accountants, 
Manchester.

H. Chippendale (1940-45), 
Appointed Manager, purchasing 
and stores, North Western Elec
tricity Board.

S. B. Clayton (1958-68), 
Graduated B.D.S. (Dentistry) 
Manchester University.

M idsh ipm an  K. C. G. Co llis
(1966-73), Passed out of Brit- 
tannia Royal Naval College, 
Dartmouth. Appointed to H.M.S. 
Apollo.

P. J. Cookson  (1960-70), 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Hons. 
Engineering Science, Balliol Col
lege, Oxford University.

J. Cooper (1962-69), Passed 
the Final Examination of the 
Institute of Chartered Account
ants.

P. A. Cun liffe  (1949-58), App
ointed Headmaster of Wadding- 
ton and West Bradford Church 
of England Sdhool.

W. J. Cunliffe, M .D., B.Sc., 
M .R.C.P. (1951-57), Appoin
ted Consultant Dermatologist at 
Leeds General Infirmary and St. 
James's University Hospital.

J. W. Dew hurst, B.A. (1957
68), Graduated M.Sc., Clinical 
Psychology, Birmingham Uni
versity. Appointed Clinical Psy
chologist, Walton Hospital, 
Liverpool.

P. W. Duckw orth  (1963-70), 
Awarded Certificate of Edu
cation, Sheffield City College of 
Education. Appointed Assistant 
Teacher, All Saints C.E. School, 
Laughton-en-le-Morthen, near 
Sheffield.

C. G. Edm undson, B.A., 
F.R.C.O., (C H M ),  A .R.C.M .,
Awarded the Archbishop of 
Canterbury's Diploma in Church 
Music by examination.

D. G. Evans (1964-70), Grad
uated B.A., Class 2, Div 1, Hons. 
English and Theology, Birming
ham University.

J. A. Fell (1962-65), Qualified
F.C.A.

J. A. Greenhalgh (1942-47), 
Appointed Assistant General 
Manager, Halifax Building Soc
iety.
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F. R. Harty, M .A . (1946-54), 
Elected "Male Personality of the 
Year" by the Royal Television 
Society.

C. Holden (1963-70), Grad
uated B.A., Class 2, Div. 2, Hons., 
English and Philosophy, Kent 
University.

C. J. H opw ood  (1963-70), 
Appointed Salesman at Spicer- 
Cowan Paper Merchants, Bir
mingham.

R. P. Horton (1962-70), Grad
uated B.A., Class 2, Hons- 
Physics, Merton College, Oxford 
University. Appointed to a post 
with Price, Waterhouse & Co., 
Chartered Accountants, London.

J. A. Houghton, B.Sc., Ph.D.,
(1955-62), a lecturer in micro
biology at University College, 
Galway, has been awarded an 
EEC research grant.

The grant, by Euratom under 
its biology-health protection 
programme, will partly finance a 
£20,000 project on the genetic 
effects of radiation on blue- 
green algae.

Dr. Houghton gained a BSc 
degree and his PhD from Liver
pool University. He is married 
with two children.

L. J. Kelley (1963-68), Awar
ded the Higher National Diploma 
in Food Technology, Grimsby 
College of Technology.

D. Kem ball-Cook (1960-65), 
Graduated B.A., First Class 
Hons., Mathematics and Phil
osophy, New College, Oxford 
University.

J. C. M arshall, B.Sc., M .B., 
Ch.B., M .R.C.P. (1949-59), 
Awarded M.D. (Gold Medal) 
Manchester University. Awarded 
a Welcome Travelling Research 
Fellowship by the Medical Re
search Council for one year's 
research in Endocrinology in 
U.S.A.

P. M arsden  (1958-62), Grad
uated B.Sc., Class 2, Hons., 
Mechanical Engineering, Nott
ingham University.

R. M a so n  (1963-69), Grad
uated B.Sc., Class 2. Hons., 
Electrical and Electronic Engin
eering, Newcastle University.

Rev. R. M audsley, L.Th.
(1928-32), Appointed Vicar of 
Wray-with-Tatham Fells, near 
Lancaster.

R. A. M ayo. B.Sc., A .M .I.C .E .
(1938-44), Appointed Director 
of Technical Services, Harrogate 
District Council.

C. J. M iller (1963-70), Grad
uated B.A., Class 2, Hons., 
Mathematics, Magdalen College, 
Oxford University.

A. M oore  (1960-65), Awarded 
Higher National Diploma in 
Mechanical Engineering, Bolton 
Institute of Technology.

J. N. Naisby (1963-70), Grad
uated B.A., Class 2. Hons., 
Geography, St. Edmund Hall, 
Oxford University.

J. A. O sba ld iston  (1960-71), 
Awarded Higher National Dip
loma in Business Studies and 
Diploma in Marketing, Black
burn College of Technology and 
Design.

D. J. Pitm an (1963-70), Grad
uated B.Sc., Class 3, Hons., 
Chemistry, Kent University.

J. Reeves (1965-70), Grad
uated B.A., Class 2, Hons., 
Geography and Politics, Leeds 
University.

W. R. Slater, B.Com., A.I.B.
(1936-40), Appointed Assistant 
General Manager, Blackburn 
Trustee Savings Bank.

P. J. S low e  (1958-68). Passed 
Part 1 of the Final Examination 
of the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants.

PROCTER’S
for

TELEVIS ION
C O L O U R  BLA CK  & W H ITE

RENT  O R  BUY  

R A D IO  H I-F I  G R A M S  

ALL  E LEC T R IC A L  A P P L IA N C E S

Choose from the best 

A ll with service that’s proved

PRO CTERS
14-16 AINSWORTH STREET, BLACKBURN 

Telephone 55336.

T O P  C L A S S  F A B R I C S

IT IS OUR CONSTANT ENDEAVOUR 

TO OFFER FABRICS OF QUALITY IN 
DESIGN AND TEXTURE.

Our Workroom is at your disposal for 

MAKING-UP CURTAINS, PELMETS. 

BED-COVERINGS, LOOSE COVERS, ETC.

RYLEY & HAMPSON LIMITED
82 KING W ILL IAM  STREET, 

BLACKBURN.

Telephone 53935.
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G E O R G E C A L V E R T

^  H igh  class decorator ^

D ecorating Contractor to 

Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School

Full range of Exclusive Designs

ALSO LARGE SELECTION OF 
HAND PRINTED WALLPAPERS

All work personally supervised :: Estimates with pleasure

Sales and Show room  : 

182 SHEAR BROW  

BLACKBURN

R esid en ce: 
‘WILLOW H O USE’ 

MELLOR LANE, MELLOR 
BLACKBURN

Phone Mellor 2391

Hand it to Haydocks
FOR F IR S T -C L A S S  L A U N D E R IN G  A N D  

D R Y -C L E A N IN G

V A N  A N D  S H O P  S E R V IC E  

Telephone B lackburn  48087 3 lines  

S H O P S —  

38 P reston  N e w  Road  

82 C o p y  N ook  

46 W h a lle y  B a n k s  

A N D  'D R IV E - IN '  A T  P L E C K G A T E  

R O A D , R A M S G R E A V E

A. Sow erbutts, B.Sc.,
A .R.I.C. (1960-66), Awarded 
Ph.D., (Chemistry), Sheffield 
University.

H. Tabiner (1963-70), Grad
uated LI B. Class 2, Div. 1, Hons., 
Law, Warwick University.

M . T ow n son  (1961 -69), Grad
uated B.A., Class 2, Div. 1 
Hons., French, Swansea Uni
versity.

J .  E. Verity (1962-70), Awar
ded Certificate of Education, 
Middleton St. George College 
of Education. Appointed Assis
tant Teacher East Ward Sec
ondary Modern School, Bury.

Dr. G. P. W alsh  (1932-38), 
Appointed President Blackburn 
West Rotary Club.

M . J .  W alsh  (1959-69), Grad
uated B.Eng., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Liverpool University.

I. H. W alton  (1962-69), Grad
uated B.A., Class 2, Hons., 
Biochemistry, Lincoln College, 
Oxford University. Appointed 
Systems Engineer, London Dis
tribution Branch, I.B.M., 
Croydon.

R. B. W eall (1952-63), Grad
uated B.A. (External), Class 2, 
Hons., History, London Uni
versity.

S. T. W ells  (1963-70), Grad
uated B.Sc., Class 3, Hons.,
Physics, Imperial College, Lon
don University.

W . W estw e ll (1962-69), Grad
uated B.A., Class 2, Hons.,
Biochemistry, Worcester Coll
ege, Oxford University.

R. W halley (1962-70), Grad
uated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1,
Hons., Management Sciences, 
University of Manchester Insti
tute of Science and Technology. 
Appointed to a post with British 
Leyland Motor Corporation Ltd., 
Oxford.

A. J. W hittaker (1961-68), 
Graduated M.B., Ch.B., Leeds 
University. Appointed Junior 
House Officer, St. James's Hos
pital, Leeds.

A. W ignall (1954-59), Pro 
moted Inspector, Liverpool City 
Police Force.

M . J .  Yates (1961-69), Grad
uated B.A., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons., Archaeology, University 
College, Cardiff.

Doctor in 
world 
yacht 
race

DR. O R M E R O D

THE Royal Navy yacht. 
Adventure, was second to cross 
the finishing line in the Solent 
at the end of the Whitbread 
round-the-world race, behind 
Chay Blyth's ketch. Great 
Britain II.

Adventure won the last leg 
however on handicap. The last 
leg was from Rio de Janerio to 
Portsmouth and no-one will 
know better than Peter Stuart 
Ormerod.

For Surgeon Lieutenant Orme
rod, School from 1957 to
1963, had earlier helped to crew 
Adventure from Cape Town to 
Sydney, Australia in the second 
leg, and he was carefully plotting 
the homeward run.

Stuart is the son of Mr and Mrs 
Harold Ormerod, of Kentmere 
Drive, Cherry Tree, Blackburn.

Stuart spent several weeks 
taking part in trials before being 
selected for the race and flown 
out to South Africa in November.

He left School to study medi
cine at Glasgow University, 
then served on a shore establish
ment with the Royal Navy. He is 
now with HMS Daedalus.

Language head

Peter E. Jenkinson (1955-62), 
of Feniscliffe Drive, Cherry Tree, 
is now head of the languages 
department at Pleckgate School 
in Blackburn. A graduate of 
Sheffield University, he formerly 
taught at Blakey Moor High 
School for Boys in the town and 
has played football for the Old 
Blacks.
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Magister Editor, Mr John Duck
worth, who was ill. Mr Bury 
reminded members of the ex
cellent edition of Magister the 
previous year but regretted that 
Mr Duckworth would not be 
able to devote as much time to 
editing the magazine due to the 
responsibilities of a new job.

However, he was being helped 
by another old boy, Mr Howard 
Foy, in writing copy and it was 
generally agreed by the members 
that one good quality issue a 
year would be better than two 
smaller ones. This would also 
prove more economical.

Con t. fro m  p age  19 Branch  A c tiv it ie s
Mr Bury reported that Branch 

activities had been held in 
London, Oxford, Manchester, 
York and Leeds and all had 
proved enjoyable but could have 
been somewhat better attended.

E lection  of 
O ff ic e rs  and Com m ittee

President: Lord Woolley was 
unaminously re-elected. Mr King 
read a letter from Lord Woolley 
expressing his wish to retire from 
the presidency at the A.G.M. in 
in 1974.

Vice President: No appoint
ment.

Chairm an: Mr F. Bury was 
unanimously re-elected.

Vice-Chairm an: Mr H.
Burrows was unanimously re
elected.

Secretary: Mr D. I. Forbes was 
unanimously re-elected.

Treasurer: Mr F. Bury was 
unanimously re-elected.

A ud itors: Messrs W. Hare and 
K. H. Marsden were unanimoulsy 
re-elected.

Com m ittee: The Committee 
was re-elected en bloc with the 
exception of Mr G. N. Forbes 
who had died during the past

year. Mr Joe King was elected 
to fill the vacancy. Messrs. W. E. 
T. Walsh, E. J .  Kay and R. Smith 
were again co-opted on the 
Committee together with Mr 
Gordon Birtwistle. The Com
mittee now comprises:

Messrs. B. Brown, D. J .  Coulson, 
J .  Duckworth, W. K. Forbes, 
T. Hindle, E. G. Hunt, N. Jepson,
F. J .  Jones, H. King, J .  King,
E. C. Marsden, I. D. Newton, 
K. V. Newton, P. T. Pearson, 
W. H. Proctor, J .  S. Read, 
T. Riley, J .  E. Sagar, T. E. 
Sharratt, R. Smethurst, J. 
Warner and E. Wilkinson and 
the four co-opted members 
mentioned above.

O LD  B L A C K B U R N  IA N S ' A S S O C IA T IO N  

S T A T E M E N T  OF A C C O U N T S  FO R  TH E Y E A R  E N D E D  31st JU LY , 1973

IN C O M E  A N D  E X P E N D IT U R E  A C C O U N T  £ p £ p
£ p £ p

Bank Charges ............................. 1.05 Subscriptions 1972/73 ......................  417 .28
General Expenses ...................... 51 .15 Released from Life Membership Fund 21 .00
Postages ..........................................  33.08 Interest on Investments, 4% Consols 50.00
Magazines..........................................  8.20 Tax .. . 19.36
Magister ..........................................  310.64 ---------
Leavers Supper 30.64
School Donation ............................. 21.00 Barclay's Stock 26.81
Corporation Tax ............................. 27 .03 Tax .. .. 8 .04
Annual D inner...................................  7.57 ---------
Balance and Profit 18 .77
Accumulated Fu n d ............................. 89.51 Blackburn Savings Bank ............... 56.54

--------- 105.95
War Memorial Ground Rent ..(Dinner) 5.00

£ 549.23 £ 549.23

B A L A N C E  SH E E T

Life M em bersh ip  Fund £ p
Balance at 1.9.72................................. 1793.53
A dd itions..........................................  234.00

2027.53
D e letions..........................................  21 .00

War Memorial Fund............................  1207.77
Creditors: Printer ............................

Inland R eve n u e ...............
Accum ulated Fund ..................
Profit at 1.9.72..................................... 141.11
Profit on 1972/73 ............................. 89.51

2006.53

308.75 
27.40

230.62

£3781.07

Lammack Ground at cost less sales 
Investm ents: 4% Consols .. ..

£300 at cost 
£950 at par .. ..

(Market value £428).. 
8 J%  Barclay's Bank Stock 

£650 at cost .. ..
(Market value £425 ..

Cash  at Banks ........................
Lloyds Bank Ltd..................................
Blackburn Savings Bank ...............

Cash  in Hand ........................

210.60 
950.00

56.75 
760.98

P
1207.77

1160.60

582.59

817.73
12.38

£3781.07

Honorary A ud itors ' Report

We hereby certify that we have examined the Accounts of the Old Blackburnians' Association as above set forth, together 
with the books, and vouchers relating thereto. In our opinion they represent a true and correct record of the transactions of 
the Association during the year ended 31st July, 1973.

21 October, 1973
(Signed) KENNETH H. MARSDEN, F.C.A. 

WILLIAM HARE, F.C.A.
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Old Blacks win cup in 
last game

BY D A V ID  F O R B E S  
O L D  B L A C K S  fina lly  se t the seal o f su c c e s s  on a 
se a so n  o f fru stra tio n  w ith  a runaw ay  5-2 v ictory  
over O ld  G lo s so p ia n s  to  take  the Lancs Am ateu r  
League challenge  cup  in their la st  gam e.

The final was replayed after an exciting 1-1 draw. Old Blacks 
went into the lead in extra time with only seven minutes left, after 
neither side had scored in the Old Glossopians were runners- 
first 90 minutes, but Old Glosso- up in Division I (South), while
pians kept their chances alive 
with an equaliser in the last 
three minutes.

In the replay. Old Blacks were 
without experienced full back 
Roger Horrocks who was in
jured. but otherwise with a full 
but tired team after a very heavy 
end-of-season programme.

Old Blacks could not seem to 
make things click and at half
time were 2-0 down.

However they came out for 
the second half a completely 
different looking team and 
within 16 minutes were leading 
4-2, with goals from John 
Lawson, Peter Lawson (pen) 
and McNamee.

Later on, Partington made 
certain by scoring the fifth goal 
and Jones made a fine save from 
a penalty. It was a good all
round performance with 
McNamee, Emmett and Jones 
playing particularly well.

It is ths first time Old Blacks 
have won this competition since 
its inauguration four years ago 
and they maintained the record 
of the cup always going to a 
north-Section club.

Old Bedians, who Blacks beat 
4-1 in the semi-finals, are 
champions.

In the 1st Round, Old Smith- 
illions were defeated 3-1 at 
Lammack and then Bolton 
Wyresdale went down 2-0 on 
their own ground leading to the 
quarter final when the 1st XI 
beat Broughton Amateurs 1-0.

The first XI reached the 
3rd Round of the Lancashire 
Amateur Cup beating South 
Manchester 8-1 (after a replay) 
and Flixton 4-3. In the 3rd 
round they met a strong Sefton 
side losing 2-4. In the 1st Round 
of the F.A. Amateur Cup they 
met Liversedge at home and 
drew 1-1 but in the replay they 
went down 1 -4.

several hard games in a very 
short space of time at the end 
of the season.

The 2nd XI managed to get 
through to the quarter finals of 
their Cup Competition but in 
that round were defeated 2-1 
bu South Section Club. Middle
ton Amateurs. The 2nd XI has 
had mixed results in the League 
and will probably finish mid-way 
in their division.

The 3rd XI and 4th XI, in some 
respects the backbone of the 
Club, produced average results 
though the 3rd XI did have a 
good start to the season and 
whilst results in December and 
January will prevent them re

aching the top of their division, 
they should nevertheless finish 
in a reasonably healthy position.

On occasions during the sea
son the Club has struggled to 
field four teams and would cer
tainly welcome new playing 
members, young or old and of 
whatever ability.

Once again Old Boltonians 
came out winners of the 7-a
side competition in August and 
again this was a very successful 
day.

The Annual Boxing Day match 
against a Blackburn Combi
nation XI was abandoned last 
year in favour of something in
volving more of the members

Footba ll C lu b  annual 
dinner: June  14 at 
the C lubhouse . T ic k 
e ts  (£1.50) fro m  Phil 
Sum ner.

Again Cup commitments 
meant a delayed start to their 
league fixtures and they had

CLUBHOUSE EXTENSION AT 
LAMMACK -  PAGE 18

THOMAS BRIGGS
(B L A C K B U R N ) LTD.

P R I N T E R S

B O O K B I N D E R S

S T A T I O N E R S

C A T A L O G U E S  M A G A Z I N E S  B R O C H U R E S  P O S T E R S  

A C C O U N T  B O O K S  L O O S E - L E A F  S H E E T S  S T A T IO N E R Y

DUKE STREET • N0RTHGATE 

TEL. 55651

BLACKBURN
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QEGS goes i n d e p e n d e n t
THE D EC IS IO N  by the Government to abolish 
direct grants led to what most Old Boys had 
hoped— the decision by Q EG S  Governors to make 
the School independent.

The decision was unanimous— an independent 
School to keep up the high standards of education 
Q EG S  has laid down and upheld in East Lancashire 
since 1568.

But the UDI in September next year will mean a 
huge increase in fees to offset the end of the direct 
grant, although the board has made it clear that 
boys who are at present at the School and those 
who enter this September who benefit from the 
direct grant, will continue to receive fee remission 
for as long as they remain at the School.

Chairman of the Governors, Mr. William Hare 
told parents at the School’s speech day on Tues
day, May 8, at the School, that the board had 
already asked the Department of Education and 
Science for an increase in main school fees from 
the present £361 a year to £432.

Fees would increase again if the direct grant was 
withdrawn now and the School received no more 
support from the Government, but they would not 
go  up by more than £120. This would mean a total 
increase of £191, pushing the fees to £552 a year

Mr. Hare said the figure of £120 was based on 
current estimates of expenditure and there could 
be no guarantee that costs would not escalate 
not available in the state-maintained schools.

“If these escalations happen, it will make a

difference to the arithmetic”, he said.
But increases in junior school fees may not be 

as large as those in main school, he told parents.
The educational principles that have benefited 

East Lancashire boys for more than four centuries 
wculd have been betrayed if Q EG S  had gone com
prehensive, he said.

The Governors believed that the comprehensive 
system was socially divisive and educationally 
inferior.

Headmaster Mr. Douglas J. Coulson said, in his 
annual report, that the Government’s decision to 
withdraw the direct grant would remove the free
dom of choice for many parents who would not be 
able to afford to send their sons to QEGS.

Mr. Hare said the School was selling a form of 
discipline which it was becoming apparent was not 
available elsewhere, and this was what people must 
be prepared to pay for.

“We are selling a pattern of behaviour which is 
not available in the state-maintaned schools. We 
are selling a tradition which we think ought not to 
be abandoned.

“On these propositions, we rest our case, and I 
have no feelings of apprehension that this School 
will not continue to be filled with pupils.”

Mr. Hare also hoped that the county education 
authority would continue to take up places at 
Q EG S  after independence.

#  More of Mr. Hare's speech, Speech Day and the Head
master's address— page 26 and page 5.
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Sir Ben Ormerod 
Ex-0 BA president

S ir  Benjam in Orm erod, one of our m ost illustrious 

O ld Boys, died in London  on Septem ber 21 1974, 

aged  84.
Son of a former Mayor of 

3lackburn, he was at Queen 
Elizabeth’s Grammar School 
from 1903-7 and proceeded to 
Manchester University to study 
Law.

He graduated from Man
chester University with honours 
and, after serving his articles 
with the late Mr. J .  W. Carter, 
of Blackburn, qualified as a 
solicitor in 1913. He was called 
to the bar at Lincoln’s Inn in 
1924.

Sir Benjamin was the first 
Blackburn man to attain high 
judicial offices, and when he 
was made a High Court Judge, 
he was knighted.

His practice, which lay prin
cipally in Manchester, was 
mainly commercial, though he 
did work in the criminal courts 
too. In 1944 he was appointed 
county court judge on circuit 
14, which comprises Harro
gate, Helmsley, Leeds. Ripon, 
Tadcaster and York.

In 1946 he was transferred 
to circuit five, which comprises 
Bolton, Bury, Oldham, Roch
dale and Salford.

He was appointed Commis
sioner of Assize on the Nor
thern Circuit in 1946, 1947 and 
1948. In May 1948, on the 
retirement of Mr. Justice Atkin
son, Sir Benjamin was app
ointed a judge of the Probate, 
Divorce and Admiralty Division.

He was shortly afterwards 
transferred to the Queen’s
Bench and was appointed to 
be the judge for hearing 
appeals from the Pension
Appeals Tribunals under the 
Pension Appeals Tribunal Act 
1943.

He was a Lord Justice of 
Appeal from 1957 to 1963.

On his appointment to the 
Court of Appeal, he became 
Privy Councillor, which carried 
the title of Right Honourable.

In the first world war he 
served as a captain with the 
fourth battalion of the East
Lancashire Regiment.

For several years he was 
president of the Blackburn 
branch of the British Legion 
and he was president of the 
Associauon of Lancastrians in 
London in 1957.

Sir Benjamin retired from 
the bench in 1963 for health 
reasons.

He married in 1916 Kathleen 
Carter, who died in 1968. They 
had one son and one daughter.

Old Blackburnians have 
always been intensely proud of 
Sir Benjamin. He had a gen
uine affection for Blackburn, 
his old school— he was a Gov
ernor from 1946-66— and for 
the Old Blackburnians’ Asso
ciation which he served as 
president for nearly ten years.

One of his most memorable 
visits to the School was in July 
1963 when he opened the 
block of classrooms and 
biology laboratories which bear 
his name —  Ormerod House.

FRANK ASTLEY 
OLD BLACKS F.C. 
FOUNDER

ONE of the original founders 
of the Old Blackburnians foot
ball club and one of Lanca
shire’s best known cricket 
legislators, Mr. Frank Aspinall 
Astley (1920-25), died at the 
wheel of his car last May.

He was travelling to his 
home in Vancouver Crescent, 
Blackburn, when he collapsed 
and the car hit a lamp post.

Mr. Astley, 66, a bachelor 
was principal of accountants 
Astley, Egan and Co., Welling
ton Street, St. John’s, Black
burn.

He was a trustee of the Old 
Blacks F.C. and chairman and 
a trustee of East Lancashire 
Cricket Club. He had been 
treasurer of the Lancashire 
League since 1969 and had 
been an auditor for many years 
before. He had been chairman 
of East Lancs for almost 18 
years and had previously been 
treasurer for a number of 
years.

Year by year he made the 
journey to Blackburn for the 
Annual Dinner of the Associa
tion in December and many 
will remember the occasion 
when at the Annual Dinner in 
1972 in Big School, the Asso
ciation presented to Sir Ben 
his portrait which now hangs 
in Ormerod House.

CANON James Schollick 
(1919-23), Financial Secretary 
of the Salford Roman Catholic 
Diocese and parish priest of 
St. Columba’s, Tonge Moor, 
Bolton, died at Bolton General 
Hospital in January. He was 67.

Canon Schollick trained as 
an accountant before offering 
himself for the priesthood at 
the age of 25.

He was sent to The English 
College, Lisbon, in 1932 and 
was ordained priest there in 
1939.

On his return to the Salford 
Diocese in 1939, he was app
ointed curate at St. John’s 
Cathedral, Salford.

In 1942, Bishop Marshall 
appointed him Diocesan Finan-

ber of the London Branch of 
the Association and regularly 
attended the Annual Dinner of 
the branch. His home in Lin
coln's Inn was always open to 
his friends from Blackburn and 
to the many Old Boys who 
knew him. We shall remember 
him with affection and grati
tude.

cial Secretary, a post he held 
until his death.

The extra work was incom
patible with parochial duties 
and in 1944 he became chap
lain at the Little Sisters of the 
Poor, Plymouth Grove, Man
chester, moving to Bury in 
1949 as chaplain to Bury Con
vent.

He was named honorary 
canon in 1957. In 1964 he 
became parish priest of St. 
Columba's and was elected to 
the Salford Cathedral Chapter 
in 1965.

A concelebrated Requiem 
Mass was held at St. Col
umba’s and Bishop Holland 
presided at a solemn Requiem 
Mass at St. Columba’s prior to 
interment at Ribchester.

He was also an active mem- H.K.

CANON J. SCHOLLICK
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HOWARD KENNEDY
In the third edition of Magister, that of June, 1964, 

Mr. How ard Kennedy, about to retire from his post 

of Sen io r M athem atics Master, estim ated that he had 

taught the subject to as many a s  2,000 boys in h is 

43 years at Q ueen  E lizabeth’s.
I know that every one of 

those 2,000 and many others 
who were influenced by his 
wider activities such as House
master of Hawkins or Master- 
in-charge text-books will hear 
with sincere regret of his death 
on April 17, 1975, at the age 
of 75.

He had been aware of the 
ultimate cause of death, a lung 
disorder, for some months and 
the unflinching way in which 
he faced up to it, still pursuing 
the normal routines of daily 
life, was a measure of the man, 
in keeping with his many 
qualities, his understanding 
that courage is control of self.

If it was my good fortune of 
serving with him as a col
league after being one of his 
pupils that gave me a deeper 
appreciation of his worth, a 
recognition of his quiet cer
tainty of what was right and 
honourable, I am sure that I 
am only confirming what the 
rest of the 2,000 sensed about 
a man whom they so readily 
came to respect.

It was Mr. Kennedy’s wont 
to put new forms at ease with 
the observation that "good 
mathematicians are usually a 
trifle lazy” . . . and then pro
ceed to make it quite clear 
that this particular character
istic would be ruthlessly sup
pressed!

The true meaning of his re
mark gradually dawned as he 
enjoyed himself on the black
board giving three-line alterna
tives to your full-page solu
tions. He taught, he led, by 
example. He appeared, without 
exception, as the echo of the 
bell died away, moved auto
matically to the top left-hand 
corner of the board and grad
ually built up in neat artistic 
columns across the full width, 
a visual display of the period's 
work.

Surely he was the most 
unlazy schoolmaster ever. To 
the mathematically gifted or 
near-gifted his lessons were 
fascinating, to the not-so-gifted 
reassuring, to the mathematic
ally inept they still generated 
hope of success . . . and 
above all, in an atmosphere of 
purposeful kindly order, they 
were enjoyed by everyone.

Mr. Kennedy was a scholar. 
A Geordie, he gained a senior 
entrance exhibition to Arm
strong College, Newcastle (to 
become Newcastle University) 
and, via the senior Pemberton 
Scholarship for the best 2nd- 
year student, went on, despite 
an interruption for service in 
the first world war, to take the 
only 1st awarded in Mathe
matics in the 1920 B.Sc. 
degree, to be followed in 1923 
by M.Sc.

The clear analytical mind 
which had served him so well 
at university was always in 
evidence, in the classroom, in 
staff discussions and in the 
considerable range of com
mittee work which automatic
ally came his way. Yes, he was 
a scholar and it is sjmply a 
statement of fact, a regrettable 
fact, to observe that today, it 
is much, much less likely that 
a man of such academic 
quality would turn to school- 
teaching. Those of us who 
were taught by him were privi
leged. I believe we knew it.

In remembering Howard 
Kennedy at this time, we re
member also his wife Nancy, 
daughter Joan and son John 
R. (1945-54), and we offer 
them our deep sympathy. We 
assure them that he will be 
long remembered.

F.B.

H A R O L D  
P E TE R S O N

Mr. Harold Peterson (1928
33), Northern sports editor of 
the Sunday People, died on his 
way from work to his home in 
Beardwood Brow, Blackburn, 
last May. He was 58.

He had been Northern sports 
editor at the newspaper for 
almost 30 years and was 
known to journalists, football 
managers and footballers 
throughout the North.

He joined The People just 
before the war, in which he 
served in the RAF.

He was a founder director of 
a plastics company, Woodside 
Products (Darwen) Ltd. He 
leaves a widow and two sons. 
Clive, a teacher, and Ian, an 
accountant.

M R  K E N N E D Y

Thomas Taylor (1922-30), a 
contemporary and personal 
friend of the writer, died in 
hospital in London on 13th 
March 1975. He was Head Boy 
in 1929, House Captain of 
Howard and Captain of Cricket.

He graduated Hons. B.A. in 
Mathematics at St. John's Col
lege, Cambridge, in 1933 and 
took up teaching at Grange 
High School, Bradford. After 
war service in the RAF Para
chute Regiment, he returned

R. HARFLEET
MEDICAL student Raymond 
Harflett (1962-68) died at his 
home in North Bank Avenue. 
Blackburn, in September.

Blackburn Coroner Mr. 
George Graham recorded a 
verdict that Raymond had 
taken his own life while the 
balance of his mind was dis
turbed.

Raymond’s father, Mr. Ernest 
George Harflett, sajd his son 
had been depressed for some 
time and had given up his 
studies to work in insurance 
because of this.
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to teaching and subsequently 
became one of Her Majesty’s 
Inspectors of Schools.

On retirement a few years 
ago, he took up bowls and be
came an official in the national 
organisation of that sport. He 
was a member of the Old 
Blackburnians' Association and 
maintained a close interest in 
the School.

We extend to his wife and 
family our sincere sympathy.

H.K.

T R A V E L  A G E N T S  
T O U R S  B Y  A IR  A N D  CO A C H  
A G E N T S  FOR L E A D IN G

T O U R  C O M P A N IE S

J. & F. ASPDEN
(Blackburn) Ltd
Travel Serv ices

3 Park Road, 23 Railway Road,

Blackburn, Lancs. Darwen, Lancs.

Telephone 52323 Telephone 71127

QEGS CHOICE FOR TRAVEL

T h o m a s  T a y lo r
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G E O R G E C A L V E R T

^  H igh class decorator ^

Decorating Contractor to 

Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School

Full range of Exclusive Designs

ALSO LARGE SELECTION OF 
HAND PRINTED WALLPAPERS

All work personally supervised :: Estimates with pleasure

Sales and Show room  :

182 SHEAR BROW  

BLACKBURN

R esid en ce: 
‘WILLOW H O U SE’ 

MELLOR LANE, MELLOR  
BLACKBURN

Phone Mellor 2391

DENNIS SHAW
It is with a heavy heart that I take up my pen to 

record this tribute to D enn is  Sh aw  w ho died in B la ck 

burn Royal Infirmary on February 2 1975, aged  49.
Although in considerable pain 

and discomfort he remained 
immensely cheerful throughout 
his long and trying illness.

Those of us who visited him 
regularly— and he had a host 
of visitors— always found him 
buoyant and ready to share a 
joke in his own inimitable way. 
He never ceased to inquire 
about his pupils and wished to 
be kept informed of the day- 
to-day doings of the School. 
His fortitude and courage have 
left a deep impression upon 
all. I shall always remember 
his remarks, which were so 
typical of him, in a rare refer
ence to his illness. Come to 
terms with it, yes; surrender, 
never."

A Liverpudlian, and proud of 
it, he was educated at Holt 
Grammar School, Liverpool, 
graduated in Honours Biology 
at Liverpool University and 
served in the Royal Navy dur
ing the war.

He taught for three years at 
King George V School, South
port, where he made many 
friends and then joined the 
staff of Roan School, Black- 
heath, London. He came to 
Queen Elizabeth's in April 
1957, succeeding Mr. Peter 
Jolley as Head of the Biology 
Department. He became House
master of Howard House in 
1962 and Careers Master in 
1967.

After working under some 
difficulty in the old Biology 
Laboratory in the huts, he saw 
the erection of Ormerod House 
in 1963 which provided on the 
first floor two well equipped 
modern Biology Laboratories.

Dennis Shaw always encour
aged high standards of con
duct and scholarship and was 
always enthusiastic in his sup
port of House and School acti
vities. He regularly took parties 
of Sixth-formers to the Dorking 
Field Study Centre for a week's 
course during the summer holi
days.

He was a member of the 
Old Blackburnians' Associa
tion, attended the Annual Din
ner and frequently travelled 
with us to Branch activities in 
various parts of the country.

The School has suffered a 
grievous loss and we mourn 
the death of a respected col
league and friend. We extend 
to his wife, Brenda, and two 
daughters, Jennifer and Susan, 
our sincere sympathy.

H.K.

HARRY 
MERCER

Former Headmaster of St. 
Alban's primary school for 
boys, Blackburn, Mr. Harry 
Mercer (1919-24) died in 
March at Our Lady of Com
passion nursing home after a 
brief illness.

Mr. Mercer, of Ramsgreave 
Road, Blackburn, had taught 
at St. Alban's primary and sec
ondary schools for 45 years, 
after training at St. Mary’s 
College, Strawberry Hill, and 
teaching for a short time in 
London.

He was a prisoner of war in 
Italy and Germany during the 
war, after being captured when 
a destroyer, on which he was 
serving during convoy escort 
to Malta, was sunk.

After the war he returned to 
St. Alban’s higher grade as 
deputy headmaster until 1949, 
when he was appointed head
master of the boys’ primary 
school.

He retired in 1972 and was 
appointed manager of Holy 
Souls School, Blackburn.

Mr. Mercer was past presi
dent of the Blackburn Athletic 
Association and the Blackburn 
branch of the National Union 
of Teachers.

He leaves a widow, two sons 
and eight grandchildren.

Consultant 
Surgeon

Peter Wilding (1943-52), a 
Fellow of the Royal College of 
Surgeons, and graduate of 
Gonville and Caius College. 
Cambridge, and London Hos
pital, has been appointed con
sultant surgeon to Orpington 
Hospital, Kent.

He was senior surgical regis
trar at St. George's Hospital. 
Hyde Park Corner, London.

Controller

Norman Dorricott (1940-45) 
has been appointed Register 
Controller for the Tayside 
Area Health Board in Dundee.

M AENSON
SUITS 
YOU

in good taste 
anywhere 
anytime

prices 
from £25

other makes 
from £19

choose your 
new suit from

GRAYS
I Penny St. and 
Market Hall, 
Blackburn.
Tel. 53275
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RECORD ACADEMIC RESULTS
FOR SCHOOL
Headmaster’s Prize Day Speech

When so much has been achieved— and in so 
many ways— during the 12 months since we last met 
together, it is not always easy to know where to 
begin an annual report of this kind.

But academic results speak 
for themselves, and, once 
more, this has been another 
year of gratifying and con
tinuing success. At both Ad
vanced and Ordinary Levels of 
the G.C.E. Examination, results 
have been most pleasing and 
a real credit to both boys and 
staff. Last year's good pass 
percentage at A Level was 
raised still further to 78%, of 
which one-third of the passes 
were Grades A or B; while at
O Level, a total of 799 passes 
gave a pass percentage of 
77%— both percentages being 
new “ highs’’ for the School.

In addition, 15 boys gained 
awards and places at Oxford 
and Cambridge, while some 
63 others went on to other 
Universities, Polytechnics, Col
leges of Education and Fur
ther Education Establish
ments.

Again, of the 26 Scholar
ships awarded this year by the 
Peel Foundation, based on the 
competitive A Level perform
ance of boys and girls in all 
Blackburn’s schools, 13 were 
gained by boys at Queen 
Elizabeth's.

At entrance level, too, the 
picture is still full of encour
agement and promise for the 
future, with large numbers of 
boys seeking admission to 
both the Main School and the 
Junior School. And here, it is 
a great pleasure to place on 
record our gratitude for the 
splendid and enthusiastic help 
and support that we are re
ceiving from the new Lanca
shire Education Authority 
which, this year, is to take up 
the full quota of free places in 
the School— free places open 
to all boys living in the new 
Lancashire area, including, of 
course, boys whose parents 
are resident in Blackburn.

Outside the classroom, the 
range and diversity of both 
activity and achievement are 
something in which the School 
can take pride. We have had 
a splendid football season, 
beating such distinguished 
rivals as Bolton School, 
Shrewsbury, Aldenham, Bury, 
Hulme Grammar School and 
the Oxford University Centaurs, 
and winning the Silver Plate 
Competition in the Public

Schools Six-a-Side Tournament 
in London in December. Our 
cricketers, too, last July, 
finished their best season 
since 1954. playing ten 
matches, of which they won 
five and drew five. And our 
Under 15 and Under 14 crick
eters were head of their res
pective leagues in the Black
burn Schools League Competi
tion. The tennis team won all 
its five matches and our 
golfers again did well in the 
Aer Lingus Public Schools 
Competition.

QEGS won the East Lanca
shire inter-schools under 16 
boys’ badminton knock - out 
trophy, beating Accrington 
Grammar School in the final, 
two games to one.

The team then went on to 
the county schools badminton 
association finals at Rhyddings 
sports hall, Oswaldtwistle, and 
beat Southport Technical 
School 4-3 in the senior boys' 
final.

♦ *  *
Almost 400 parents and 

friends attended the School’s 
annual musical evening in the 
new assembly hall in February 
for a programme that included 
Dvorak’s “ Hungarian March” 
and “ Petite Suite".

The concert featured the 30- 
piece school orchestra and 
200-strong choir and a variety 
of items, including violin and 
clarinet trios, piano and flute 
solos.

Clubs and societies con
tinue to flourish, and the 
School chess team won the 
Senior Schools League Trophy 
and the Telstar Chess Cup, 
while our Community Service 
Society, among its many other 
activities, carried out an 
important survey in the town 
to help the physically handi
capped— a survey which was 
featured on BBC television 
and which aroused a good 
deal of interest. And when one 
recalls such events as the 
Swimming Gala; the Musical 
Evening; the School Play; the 
Carol Service; the Parents' 
Evenings; the visits to France. 
Germany and Italy, it does not 
need me to emphasise the 
rich variety of out-of-school in
terests that the School pro
motes. And, at this point, and 
indeed as part of the School's 
abiding strength and success, 
I gladly pay tribute to the en
thusiastic and positive support 
that we all enjoy from our 
parents. Nowhere, perhaps, is

QEGS footballers John Wad- 
dicor and Ian Jackson were 
chosen for the English Public 
Schools' side, which took part 
in a festival of football at 
Easter. John, captain of the 
School side, plays midfield and 
Ian is a full back.

*  *  *

QEGS chess team won the 
senior title of the East Lan
cashire Chess Association, 
schools section, for the second 
year running, beating Burnley 
Grammar School 3J-2i in the 
final match.

*  *  *

QEGS, holders of the Public 
Schools Six - a - Side trophy, 
failed to find a fourth success 
in the competition, going down 
3-2 to Wolverhampton G.S., 
losers to Bolton in the final.

M R  C O U L SO N

this more evident than in the 
way in which, with Old Boys, 
former parents and industry, 
they have responded to the 
appeal for money to provide 
us with our much-needed im
provements at Horncliffe. Work 
on this project will be com
pleted by the end of this term, 
and the whole range of fine 
buildings will be ready for full 
use in September.

In expressing my sincere 
thanks to the members of the 
Staff for all that they do, and 
do so well, I must mention the 
sad loss which we all suffered 
in February, in the death of 
Dennis Shaw. He was, of 
course, a fine biologist and 
Careers Master: but he was so 
much more than this. He was 
a man who set himself the 
highest professional standards, 
and expected them of those 
whom he taught, and his 
natural good humour and kind
liness made for him many 
friends among the generations 
of Old Blackburnians who 
were his pupils.

We said goodbye, last term, 
to Mr. Winders, who after ten 
years here, left to become 
Headmaster of a school in 
Preston. And, at the end of this 
term, we say goodbye, too, to 
Mr. K. L. Watson, who has 
been a member of our Modern 
Languages Staff since 1938 
and who, apart from his war 
service, has given the whole 
of his most valued professional 
life to Queen Elizabeth's. May 
I thank him, ladies and gentle
men, on your behalf as well as 
my own, for all that he has 
done for the School, and wish 
him a long and happy retire
ment.

May I also place on record 
the thanks and gratitude of all 
of us to the members of the 
Governing Body. To be a Gov
ernor in these difficult days is 
certainly no easy sinecure; and

(continued next page)

S C H O O L N E W S
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PROCTER’S
for

TELEV IS ION
C O LO U R BLA CK  & W H ITE

REN T  O R  BU Y  

R A D IO  H I-F I  G R A M S  

A LL  ELE C T R IC A L  A P P L IA N C E S  

Choose from the best 

All with service that’s proved

PRO CTERS
14-16 AINSWORTH STREET, BLACKBURN 

Telephone 55336.

Men going places call at 
ROY MARLOR and choose 
quality clothes with a diff
erence. A difference that 
the particular man takes 
to his heart.

All the top names end up 
at ROY MARLOR - AQUA 
SCUTUM, SUMRIE - need 
we go o n !
You should make ROY 
MARLOR your shop 
there’s no finer place in 
the whole of the North.

R O Y
MARLOR

B LA C K B U R N  -.53 K iR f W illiam  St. Tal. 59372 B U R N L E Y - I H ow aW a lk . Te'. 23073 

S K IP TO N  ■ M lddla Row, Tal. 3977

Headmaster's 
speech (cont.)

the amount of time and thought 
that the Chairman and his col
leagues devote to the care and 
welfare of the School can only 
be appreciated by those of us 
who work closely with them. 
We all owe them much for 
their experienced guidance of 
the School’s complex affairs.

Mr. Chairman, ladies and 
gentlemen, this has been a 
long recital of fact and attain
ment, and I make no apology 
for its detail, because, in these 
times, when one hears and 
reads so much about dissatis
faction in schools; about 
truancy; about falling stan
dards; about disruption and 
mounting indiscipline, it seems 
to me both important and 
necessary to emphasise the 
stability; the success born of 
hard effort; the corporate en
thusiasm for education in all 
its aspects; the strong bond of 
unity between boys, masters, 
parents and Governors; the 
sense of a shared purpose and 
the pursuit of excellence that 
schools such as ours achieve 
and stand for.

B E N E F IT
Why then, you may ask, 

have decisions been taken to 
make it impossible for this 
School, and the other Direct 
Grant Schools like it, to con
tinue in the future as they are 
at present? Why is the finan
cial support to be denied to 
families whose able children 
could benefit from the kind of 
education that we can. offer 
them? Those of you who saw 
the statements made by Lan
cashire’s Chief Education Offi
cer, Mr. Rainbow, in the 
national press, know full well 
that, in Lancashire at any rate, 
the decision can have neither 
educational nor financial justi
fication. As Mr. Rainbow per
tinently asked: ’Where will we 
put the 5,000 children in our 
13 Direct Grant Schools? Our 
State schools are so over
crowded that I could not get 
ten Woodbines into them, let 
alone 5,000 pupils. If Mr. Pren
tice told me I could have 
another half-dozen Secondary 
Schools, I could do nothing 
about it. I should have to bor
row the money to build the 
schools, and the interest rate 
alone would exceed the allow
able growth rate.”

In the light of this, it is diffi
cult not to be forced to the 
conclusion that the withdrawal 
of the Direct Grant has little 
to do with education, but is 
solely an expression of doc
trinaire resentment, amounting, 
it would seem to vindictive
ness against any school or 
organisation that stands out, by

reason of its excellence, from 
the flat, grey mediocrity of 
much of the surrounding edu
cational landscape.

In September 1976, and 
thereafter, Queen Elizabeth’s 
will remain as it is now —  a 
school of high academic stan
dards with the range of acti
vities, cultural and sporting, 
that it now offers. But from 
1976 its complexion will begin 
to be altered. Until 1976, the 
main criterion governing a 
boy’s admission to the School 
was his ability to profit from 
the education that the School 
provided. Whether his parents 
were wealthy or poor was 
totally immaterial, because 
parents of modest means were 
generously assisted by the 
Direct Grant and by the system 
of Free Places and fee remis
sion. And by that system, over 
the years, hundreds of boys 
have come to us and gone on 
to successful careers in many 
different walks of life. But from 
1976, that generous State pro
vision is to end; and witlT it 
ends the freedom of choice 
for parents whose sons would 
do well here, but who, for 
many reasons, may not feel 
able to afford to pay the full 
fees.

The choice, for them, will be 
either a comprehensive school 
or a comprehensive school. It 
is much the same choice as 
that facing Henry Ford’s cus
tomer who asked if he could 
have his production line car in 
a colour of his liking. “ Yes” 
was the reply. "Any colour you 
like, provided that it is black.”

It is neither my intention nor 
my role to descend to the heat 
and dust of the political arena, 
but I would leave you with one 
question this afternoon. Is it 
not strange, to say the least, 
that a decision to destroy the 
freedom of choice that parents 
have always enjoyed for their 
children in the sphere of edu
cation should have been taken 
by a political party that has 
always, nominally at any rate, 
advocated the principle of 
equality of opportunity for all?

Alive and Well
David McClean (1948-57), 

posted "missing” in Magister, 
assures us he is alive and well 
and living in Sheffield. He has 
been appointed Professor and 
head of the Department of Law 
at Sheffield University, follow
ing a year in Australia and his 
new address is 6 Burnt Stones 
Close, Sheffield.

First Book
Hull University student Philip 

Lingard (1968-74) has had his 
first book published: "First Bus 
in West Yorkshire” by Turn
table, of Sheffield, at 85p.
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D ire cto r gives up jo b  to  s tu d y  for d egree  at 4 9
A SUCCESSFUL company director must have good reasons 

for giving up his job at ttte age of 49. Roland Hodson had, 
he wanted to become a student again.

Mr. Hodson, at School from 1935 to 1940, was a director 
of Mercer Bros. (Business Equipment) Ltd., at Accrington, 
before deciding to take an honours degree course in social 
studies at Liverpool Polytechnic.

The opportunity for full-time study arose while he was 
taking a part-time course with the Open University.

“I suppose the idea of going to university had been in the 
back of my mind for a few years", he says. “I do not know 
exactly what I will do after the two-year course, but I have 
some ideas.

“I think it was necessary for me to make a complete break

ADOLF WHO ?
A  breath  o f  fresh  air

W H E N  T H E  editor of this paper su gge sted  that I 

m ight care  to write a few w ords about becom ing 

a full-time student aga in  long after I left school, 

especia lly  my reason s for taking such  a step, I 
readily agreed, th inking that what I had to say 

m ight be of som e  interest to h is public. I now 

believe this to be m isconceived.
I cannot think of any good reason why any Old Black

burnian, in the middle of negotiating a mortgage on a leafy, 
detached, privatized future, should jump three feet into the 
air at the sight of my name or at the thought of one of his 
peers temporarily opting out of the rat-race.

His reaction is more likely to be "So what?” So, instead, 
I thought I would jot down a few general thoughts about this 
and that and if some of them happen to be of interest then 
so much the better.

When I left QEGS in 1940 I little thought that 35 years later, 
with the thinning thatch showing signs of an early winter, I 
would be back at school alongside a crowd whose earliest 
recollection of anything political, for instance, might be, with 
luck, the 1964 General Election. As one who can vaguely 
remember the headlines about the late Adolph Hitler’s appoint
ment as German Chancellor I find this age difference start
lingly revealing.

What is most apparent, I think, is not what I can add to the 
sum total of knowledge by way of a longer acquaintance with 
events but what fresh insights can be uncovered by not 
having participated in them. Involvement can put a high 
premium on perception. Maybe I am saying that the young, 
who are also sometimes quite naive, can, and often do, bring 
a breath of fresh air to some popular conceptions simply by 
not being the repositories of past history.

This realisation, though unquestionably not world-shattering 
mjght help us to raise an eyebrow or two at some of the 
decisions of the old, whose judgements are often subject to 
memories of those parts of the past which played an important 
part in their lives.

Speaking of language, which I wasn't, I am reminded that 
it isn’t a static thing. Like all living organisms it is subject to 
mutation. Take the English language, for instance. I never 
heard the place Arthur Holden overlorded described as 
KWEGS until such bureaucratic compilations as NATO, SHAPE, 
FIS, GATT, SALT and the other condiments became part of 
everyday parlance. In my day, such contractions would have 
been given pretty short shrift, especially by the Boss. I can 
almost see now the doors of Big School being slammed shut 
and bolted against possible infection from the culture growing 
outside.

But the words do trip off the tongue, and there is no 
mistaking their meaning, which is what language is all about. 
Not that these particular examples are ever likely to make the 
Shorter Oxford. They are transitory things and will last only 
so long as they can convey a meaning. But they are indicative 
of trends to include in written language words that have

with my firm. I just hope that after this course, I shall come 
out a more valuable member of society.”

He worked at Mercer's for 18 years, nine as a director, and 
was presented with a television set and a portable radio by 
his colleagues.

Mr. Hodson lives with his wife Ellen in Belvedere Road. 
Blackburn, and Ellen, a ward sister at Blackburn Infirmary, 
fully supports his decision.

But what does it feel like to be a mature student in these 
days of student strikes and sit-ins and how difficult is it to 
begin studying again in middle age ?  Mr. Hodson answers 
these questions and gives his views on life as a student in a 
special feature for Magister below.

M R  H O D S O N

previously been regarded as mere colloquialisms.
I suppose this was always so, but when I used to walk

up West Park Road language was a thing expected to be
seen rather than heard. The grammar school propagated the 
old cultures, the classical tradition, and though it would have 
protested at such an idea, leaned only very lightly on the 
enlightenment thrust for intellectual adventure. I don’t suppose 
it has changed much. It would appear still to want to preserve 
the "two nations” syndrome in fact as well as in spirit.

I am sometimes on the receiving end of some pretty
vitriolic comment about student protests, vide Lancaster and 
Essex Universities. I have no wish to go into the details of 
these particular affairs as I don’t know them and I have no 
time to inquire.

I do know, however, something about the student "sit-in” 
at Liverpool last autumn term. For the most part it was con
ducted with a high degree of responsibility, albeit with a 
maximum assault on the eye by dayglo posters, and with 
much tacit support and approval from some staff. As I would 
be reluctant to draw too many conclusions from Lancaster 
so would I hesitate about Liverpool. I think what ought to be 
said though is that demands made by students are generally 
never frivolous and are often the result of many, frequently 
genuine, grievances suffered over a long period.

As one member of staff put jt to me, "The faculty ought 
not to over react. If they want it to go away, then they should 
ignore it". This is obviously easier said than done. But student 
protest is probably here to stay. If we live in a pluralist 
society, then growing demands for participation in decision 
making are healthy reactions against the threat of increased 
centralisation and bureaucratic power.
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ENGINEER 
IS CHIEF 
WITH B.R.

REGINALD Peat (1941-47) has 
been appointed chief telecom
munications engineer of British 
Rail's Southern Region.

Mr. Peat, who started work 
with the Post Office as a tele
communications engineer from 
school, is in charge of a signal 
engineering staff of 1,650, 
based at the head office in 
Croydon.

He served his National Ser
vice with the Royal Signals 
and left the Post Office in 1955 
to join Fords. He moved to 
British Rail Southern Region in 
1959.

He transferred to the London 
Midland Region in 1971 and 
returned to the South on his 
appointment in January.

Mr. Peat, whose hobbies are 
sailing and military history, 
lives with his wife and three 
daughters in East Grinstead, 
Sussex.

Director of IB M
Dr. Colin J. Bell (1948-56) 

has been appointed director of 
IBM, UK, at Winchester. He 
was formerly a director of the 
North Eastern Electricity Board.

M R . H A R T Y

Harty interviews 

in a book

Russell Harty interviews in 
his television chat show, 
‘Russell Harty Plus” , have 
been published under that 
title by Elm Tree Books at 
£2-95, and at 75p in paper
back.

The book contains word for 
word transcripts of selected 
interviews between Russell 
(1946-54) and such diverse 
stars as Barbara Cartland and 
Gary Glitter; Frankie Howerd 
and David Niven; Tennessee 
Williams and Freddie Trueman; 
and Dame Sybil Thorndike and 
Jimmy Young.

OVERSEER IS 
APPOINTED J.P.

Church secretary and elder 
of Cherry Tree United Re
formed Church, Arthur Briggs 
Cope (1929-33), has been 
appointed a magistrate on 
the Blackburn bench.

Mr. Cope is holder of the 
Gold Award of the National 
Blood Transfusion Service 
(see Magister 14). Deputy

MR COPE

overseer in the composing 
room of the Lancashire Even
ing Telegraph, he was pre
sented with a gold watch for
40 years' service last year.

Hand it to Haydocks
FOR F IR S T -C L A S S  L A U N D E R IN G  A N D  

D R Y -C L E A N IN G

V A N  A N D  S H O P  S E R V IC E

Telephone B lackburn  48087 3 lines

S H O P S —

38 P re ston  N e w  Road  

82 C o p y  N o ok  

46 W h a lley  B a n k s

A N D  'D R IV E - IN '  A T  P L E C K G A T E  

R O A D , R A M S G R E A V E

Manager 
moves to 
Durham

Plant manager of Mullard’s 
Thornaby factory, Teesside, 
Eric Beaumont (1937-42) has 
been appointed plant manager 
of the Durham factory.

Mr. Beaumont joined Mul- 
lard’s at Blackburn from 
School and became head of 
the valve department 11 years 
later. He spent five years as 
divisional manager with res
ponsibility for transistors be
fore moving as plant manager 
to Thornaby.

*

M R  B E A U M O N T

for final
Assistant conductor to the 

London Festival Ballet Orch
estra, Graham Bond (1959-65) 
was chosen from more than 
100 world-wide applicants for 
the final of the young conduc
tor competition.

Mr. Bond, who has been with 
the London Festival Ballet for 
the last three years, graduated 
from the Royal College of 
Music and was a member of 
the Lancashire Youth Orch
estra.

The competition, organised 
in association with the London 
Symphony Orchestra, is open 
to conductors between 22 and 
30 with a bursary and travelling 
allowance of £3,500 and guar
anteed conducting fees of £500 
to the winner.

SUPT HOWARTH

Investigating 
Corruption

Supt. Norman Howarth 
(1940-46) retired as head of 
Blackburn sub-division of the 
Lancashire Constabulary to 
move to Hong Kong, where he 
is taking part in investigations 
of police corruption in the 
Crown Colony.

M R  B O N D

Conductor 
is chosen



A S  PART OF an occasional series of Old Boys’ 
features from ail over the world, Albert Eastham  
(1946-51) tells of his adventures in Africa.

“I feel typecast as I do other things apart from 
strolling up mountains”, writes Mr. Eastham, who 
is at present lecturing in public administration at 
Birmingham University.

Mr. Eastham, who taught English at Q EG S  from 
1960 to 1965, has had plenty of practice in climb
ing, having at one time covered the Lakeland peaks 
in 24 hours.

He was teaching development economics, per
sonnel management and municipal economics at 
the Haile Selassie I University, Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, between 1972 and 1974 when he decided 
that 8,000 ft was a good enough point to set out 
on a climbing holiday in January last year.

Tackling Kilimanjaro (19,355 ft) and Mount 
Kenya (17,055) proved a real adventure and Mr. 
Eastham tells it in his inimitable style.

TALLEST MEN 
IN AFRICA

AFR ICA ’S  two highest mountains are some 260 km 
apart, but if you have £200 and a week to spare, 
you can climb them both!

M y geog raphy  pal, Buckley  Robb ins, and I did 

just this, and had one of the best ho lidays of our 

lives.
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Albert Eastham

We flew down from Addis 
Ababa on Sudan Airways at a 
well-managed discount price 
and thence by old Peugeot taxi 
from Nairobi to the peaceful 
Naro Moru River Lodge.

African taxis tend to be over
crowded and one old man had 
to unscrew his wooden leg to 
make room for our rucksacks.

Many years ago, Mt. Kenya 
was over 22,000 ft, but owing 
to a rising of world tempera
tures it has shrunk to its pre
sent 17,058 ft. The twin sum
mits of Batian and Nelion are 
named after former Masai 
chiefs and are graded V.S. and 
V.Diff. respectively and neces
sitate a rope. Our objective 
was Point Lenana (16,355 ft) 
which is the highest point for 
walkers, and a nine-year-old 
boy and a 65-year-old woman 
have made it, so YOU can do 
it.

We hired porters for £3 a 
day and walked up through 
the thick forest and vertical 
bog to Klarwill’s Hut at 13,650 
ft.

When you go, stay at the 
Teleki Hut, it has windows in 
and is much better. On the 
way up, we saw signs warning 
us to give way to elephant, 
rhino and buffalo, and one

in East Africa

bridge instructed the elephants 
to proceed in single file. The 
Teleki Valley is beautiful and 
has quite unusual vegetation; 
the trees, plants and flowers 
were completely new to a 
Blackburnian town dweller. At
13.000 ft Buckley experienced 
his first headaches, but the 
dozens of hydrax rats around 
our camp fire diverted his 
attention. We ate our tinned 
supplies of corned beef and 
rice pudding and snuggled up 
with four other Europeans who 
were coming down the moun
tain.

G L A C IE R
Day two was a shortish 

climb up to the new Austrian 
Hut at 15,720 ft, but it is neces
sary to have some acclimatisa
tion at these heights. The old 
hut was burnt down recently 
and this new one erected by 
helicopters (wow!) is really 
splendid; it sleeps about 30 
and is double-glazed for 
warmth. We went to bed at
18.00 but couldn’t sleep —  it 
must have been the altitude. 
The next day we crossed the 
large Lewis glacier with our 
ice axes to Point Lenana, which 
afforded magnificent panoramic 
views, and remembering Spike

Kennedy’s formula of d in miles 
= v'1 i + h in feet= visibility of 
about 150 miles. Then we
bombed down the valley to the 
Naro Moru Lodge, an easy
descent.

Eccentric mountaineers climb 
Kibo and Kenya within 24
hours, just as the Ben Nevis, 
Scafell Pike and Snowdon 
summits excite some folk. We 
hitch-hiked and enjoyed the 
experiences. To climb from the 
Kenyan side is shorter and 
there are fewer walkers to
stumble across, so we made 
for the Outward Bound School 
at Loitokitok, started in 1953 
and had to close last summer 
because the Ugandans and 
Tanzanians were not paying 
their contributions. Nestling 
under the shoulder of the enor
mous dormant volcano, it is in 
a splendid position. Permis
sion to climb was given by the 
frontier guards at Tarakea. Oh! 
we met 5 ft 9 in D., a young 
American female doctor in 
Nairobi and accepted her on 
her personality and looks. For 
the three of us we had three 
porters and one porter cum 
guide. Starting off at 6,000 ft, 
we strolled through the jungle 
to dry limestone basalt caves 
at 12,000 ft; only 12 miles and 
pleasant rain to cool one 
down. We made fires and dried 
our clothes, had a good meal 
and slept peacefully under the 
stars. Then another easy day 
to the Outward Bound Hut just 
below 16,000 ft, and the coldest 
night imaginable— the water in 
our bottles froze and it was 
impossible to sleep with all 
one’s clothes on, and inside a 
Black’s Icelandic bag. Conse
quently, we were eating at 
01.30 and by torches were 
picking our way to the summit.
D. was very ill and sick several 
times; altitude affects most 
people. The real killer on this 
climb is the horrid 2.000 ft of 
scree at 38° up to Gillman’s

Point, and many mountaineers 
collapse here and give up. One 
could here Bill Proctor quoting 
from Henry V, “ set the teeth 
and stretch the nostrils wide", 
so we left D. with the porter- 
guide who was also suffering 
and plodded on up to 18,600 
ft. D. and the guide eventually 
made it to this spot. Magnifi
cent panoramic views, beauti
ful glaciers and good visibility 
through the swirling clouds. 
The summit, formerly Wilhelm 
Kaiser Point, is now called 
Uhwu Point and is only 1i 
miles and 900 ft of ascent=1i 
hours. My guess is that half 
the walkers stop at Gillman’s 
and never do the last stretch. 
At 11 a.m. were were signing 
the book on the summit, taking 
photographs and feeling dead 
chuffed to be the tallest men 
in Africa. Then we charged 
down the slopes to base camp, 
completing the 18 mile descent 
in nine hours, and avoiding a 
herd of wild buffalo on the 
way. Feet were tired and ach
ing, and we felt rather con
stipated from all the wretched 
iron tablets, but otherwise we 
were fine.

M O T IV A T IO N

International athletes fail to 
make it to 19,340 ft, yet fat 
Americans who smoke heavily 
have been known to get there. 
Motivation is highly important 
and D. was determined to spit 
blood to succeed, if necessary; 
but swimming several miles 
daily at 8,000 ft in Addis had 
been wonderful training, and it 
was a piece of cake. You 
really ought to treat yourself 
to arr East African holiday. Let 
the wife and kids go round the 
game parks whilst you climb 
the mountain, and remember 
those tiny pills, vitamin B6 to 
prevent altitude sickness.



Works boss 
spearheads 
U.S. firm’s 
marketing
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BLAC KBU R N  DINNER

MORE BOYS 
APPL YING 
FOR PLACES
C H IE F  guest at the O ld B la ckbu rn ian s ' d inner at 

Sch o o l on Decem ber 21 w as Mr. Anthony M. Verity, 

joint registrar for the districts of Leigh, St. Helens, 

Southport, W arrington  and W igan  county and high 

courts.

J A M E S  R O T H W E L L  

Toasted G ue sts

A partner in the firm of Sut
cliffe, Verity and Co., solicitors, 
Blackburn, he is a former 
president of the Blackburn In
corporated Law Association.

Mr. Verity replied to a toast 
to the guests, proposed by 
James Rothwell (1932-38), 
senior inspector of schools, 
Manchester Education Auth
ority.

The Headmaster, Mr. Doug
las J .  Coulson, replied to a 
toast to the School, proposed 
by Dr. C. M. P. Johnson, 
senior bursar at St. John’s 
College, Cambridge.

He assured Old Boys that 
the School could look forward 
to the future with a confidence 
which came from a "formid
able and purposeful strength".

"Even the most grudging 
critic would admit, I hope, that 
the School is successful in the 
continuing pursuit of all-round 
excellence, and that it man
ages its complex affairs with an 
economy and expertise that 
fully justifies the confidence 
that parents and our new local 
authority have in us.

"Two other factors give the 
governors and all of us im
mense encouragement. First, 
the steadily mounting numbers 
of boys who, each year, seek 
admission to both the junior 
school and the main school; 
and second, the massive sup
port, interest and encourage
ment the School draws from 
all its parents.

“ I am not, I feel, being com
placent or overconfident when
I say that an increasing num
ber of parents believe that 
schools such as ours can give 
their children what they need.

“ In a rapidly changing world 
where so many traditional 
standards and values are being 
eroded, parents wish to make 
sure that their children suffer 
as little as possible from the 
prevailing confusion in our 
society.

“ We need have no fear for 
the future of our school and 
the increasingly important part

it can play in our local com
munity” , said Mr. Coulson.

The chairman, Mr. J. R. 
Hindle, took wine with the Old 
Boys according to the decade 
they left School. Mr. Eric 
Ainsworth (1908-11) was the 
oldest present, and received a 
well-deserved ovation.

Guests included County 
Councillor J. R. Ashton, chair
man of the Lancashire Educa
tion Committee, and Mr. Con
rad Rainbow, the county's chief 
education officer.

Gold Awards
Six past and present 

pupils of Q EGS were pre
sented with Duke of Edin
burgh Gold Awards by 
Prince Philip at Buckingham 
Palace.

They were Andrew Cron- 
shaw, of Braeside; Stephen 
Gorton, of Preston New 
Road; William and John 
Ainsworth, of Sandy Lane; 
Ian Kay, of Cravens Avenue; 
and Howard Cook, of Rams- 
greave Road, all of Black
burn.

HEAD of American - owned 
Singer's tufting machine works, 
Blackburn, Robert Spedding 
(1934-39) has been appointed 
marketing director of the in
dustrial products international 
division of the company.

He will be based in London 
and be responsible for sales 
in Russia, Eastern Europe, 
China, the Middle East, the 
Third World and parts of the 
Far East.

Mr. Spedding, who has been 
head of the Blackburn machine 
manufacturing plant for 11 
years, last year led a team 
which secured a £6,000.000 
tufting machine order from 
Russia— the industry's largest 
single order.

He joined a Blackburn firm 
of accountants from School

M R  S P E D D IN G

and remained with them for 
about 20 years before moving 
to Singer as accountant at 
Blackburn in 1960.

He was appointed managing 
director of the Singer Com
pany (UK) Ltd. tufting mach
inery division four years later.

He will still remain on the 
board of Singer UK and is to 
retain his links with the Black
burn operations and tufting 
machinery manufacture.

Student becomes 
Liberal Agent

John Leston (1966-72) has 
been appointed Liberal agent 
for Blackburn. He has been a 
party member since 16 and 
belongs to the Union of Liberal 
Students.

Unfortunately he had to sus
pend studies for a while in 
politics, philosophy and econ
omics after two years at Mag
dalen College, Oxford, because 
of ill health.

Inventor’s process 
gets top award

T H E  IN V EN T IO N , of an O ld Boy, described  as 
important in its own way a s  the loom  and knitting 
machine, h as been m arked by a top award.

The invention of Netlon by
Blackburn businessman Brian 
Mercer (1937-44) was des
cribed by Dr. Philip Smith, 
chairman of the Shirley Insti
tute, at a luncheon in honour 
of Mr. Mercer.

The lunch, in Manchester, 
attended by members of the 
Shirley Council, marked the 
announcement that Mr. Mercer, 
chairman of Netlon Ltd., was 
to receive the Mullard Award.

The Royal Society’s annual 
Mullard Award is made for out
standing scientific or techno
logical achievement that has 
also contributed subsantially to 
the national prosperity of the 
United Kingdom.

Dr. Smith said the invention 
was a totally new way of mak
ing an essentially textile mat
erial.

Mr. Mercer's personal in
genuity had created an entirely 
new product and his drive had 
exploited it, not only to his 
gain but also to that of the 
country, said Dr. Smith.

A C C O U N T A N T  

A T  M ID L A N D
The Midland Bank Ltd. has 

appointed John Kenyon (1955
60) accountant at the Congle- 
ton branch.

He joined the bank at the 
Burnley branch from School 
and served at many East Lan
cashire branches before be
coming assistant accountant at 
the King Street branch, Man
chester.

Mr. Kenyon, who is married, 
is moving from Worsley to 
Congleton.

Aquam arine?
John Bolton (1967-73), read

ing mathematics at Merton 
College, Oxford, has been 
awarded a Blue for water polo.
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OLD BLACKS MAKE £3,800 BAR
T H E  A N N U A L  meeting 
w as held in the Lam m ack 
c lubhouse  on M ay 21.

Messrs. W. K. Forbes, presi
dent, and E. Wilkinson, chair
man, and 30 members were 
present. There were apologies 
from P. Sumner, A. Blackshaw, 
P. Hobkirk, P. Hargreaves and 
R. Pickup.

Chairman’s report
The chairman welcomed 

members and said the com
pletion of the extension and 
improvements of the pavilion 
in the early part of the current 
year was the fulfilment of his 
ambition when he accepted 
the nomination of chairman of 
the club three years ago and 
he expressed his sincere 
thanks to the various commit
tee members over those three 
years involved in the launch
ing, planning and completion 
of the extension. He then gave 
reports on the various sub
committee activities in the past 
season.

Football and ground
Football and selection meet

ings are held every Monday
evening throughout the season 
for reports, team selection and 
ground matters. Thanks are 
due to Brian Hardcastle and 
Bob Hornsby, the football sec
retary and the other members 
of this sub-committee who kept 
the football running in a
smooth and efficient manner.

Despite a fine start to the 
season, when the club won the 
Old Blacks Sevens, unfor
tunately at the end of the 
season no trophies or honours 
had been won. The first eleven 
was in contention in both the 
cup and the league up to the 
last few matches, but the
severe backlog of fixtures at 
the end of the season, caused 
by the unprecedented bad 
weather during the whole sea
son, probably being the down
fall in missing out on the 
honours.

The chairman was pleased 
to report that several new 
members plus school leavers 
and others had been recruited 
during the season and this 
augured well for the future. On 
the whole, the other teams had 
fared reasonably well, all 
finishing well in the top half 
of their respective divisions. 
The chairman reported that 
earlier in the season the sub
committee had decided to 
award a trophy for the player 
of the year, to be known as 
the John Whalley Memorial 
Trophy, and this year the sub
committee awarded the trophy

PROFIT
to Don Partington, who has 
been a mainstay of the first 
eleven for many years and last 
season, as in several seasons 
before, has represented the 
Lancashire Amateur League.

As regards the ground, as 
was previously stated by the 
chairman, this had suffered 
during the past season be
cause of the weather and work 
had been commenced on it 
to try and improve it for ttie 
forthcoming season. However, 
it was almost certain that a 
very comprehensive form of 
pitch improvement and renova
tion would be required after 
next season and this would be 
put in hand as soon as pos
sible.

Bar and house
Under the leadership of 

Peter Browne, this committee 
has ticked over very nicely but 
the fact that it did run with 
very little trouble should not 
allow members to forget the 
tremendous amount of work 
put in by Peter Browne and 
the rest of the sub-committee.

The profit from the bar this 
year was £3,837 and, bearing 
in mind that out of the bar 
takings the brewery had been 
repaid £1,200 off the loan, this

was a very successful 12 
months.

The sub-committee and the 
club had suffered a severe 
loss in November with the 
sudden death of the steward 
for over seven years, John 
Whalley. John, of course, was 
much liked and respected as 
a member of the club. Shortly 
after his death, the committee 
decided to launch the John 
Whalley Memorial Fund and to 
hold several functions to 
realise money for such funds. 
Various functions were held 
and the final sum realised 
£550. This was handed to Mrs. 
Whalley at an informal gather
ing after the last committee 
meeting. In response, Mrs. 
Whalley and her family took 
the club by surprise by pre
senting a plaque suitably in
scribed in thanks for the help 
and kindness shown to John's 
family.

More recently, the club had 
appointed Joe Derbyshire as 
steward and he was proving to 
be a valuable acquisition, 
carrying out his functions very 
suitably.

The chairman reminded the 
meeting of the death of Frank 
Astley, which he reported at 
the last annual meeting, but 
went on to say that Frank had 
bequeathed £500 to the club, 
for which it was of course very 
grateful. Some of the money 
had already been used in 
supplying and fitting the door

between the two lounges and 
this would be suitably in
scribed in Frank's memory 
later.
Social

The club had launched a 
very active social programme 
during the past 12 months and 
thanks were due to Phil Sum
ner and the other members of 
the sub-committee for the hard 
work put in running these 
functions, particularly in man
ning the door, which was not 
an easy nor a very enjoyable 
task. The proceeds from these 
functions proved the amount 
of work which had been put 
in. The chairman also invited 
suggestions for social func
tions, which would be favour
ably considered by the sub
committee.
Finance

The club had a very suc
cessful financial year and 
thanks were due to the trea
surer, Alan Blackshaw, for his 
efficient work. Unfortunately. 
Alan was not able to be 
present at the meeting due to 
illness. Also thanks were due 
to Peter Ibbotson for his help 
and advice in the bar accounts 
and also to David Stevenson 
for his work in looking after 
subscriptions and of course to 
Keith Sharpies for running the 
Christmas draw, which again 
had proved a financial success.

Thanks were recorded to 
John Tattersall for his work in

(continued next page)

Guest speaker Mike Stevenson, right, presents the Lancashire Amateur League Cup to captain 
Brian Hardcastle at the Old Blackburnians’ FC dinner at the clubhouse last June.



O LD  B lackburnians’ Association  Football Club  
celebrates its Golden Jubilee this year after 50 
years of continuous football, being re-formed in 
1925 after a previous club had disbanded in 1920 
owing to a lack of playing accommodation.

We are indebted to Mr. Kenneth Forbes, the 
president, who has been connected with the club 
for all of its 50 years, for the recollections below.

11,500 watched 
‘Blacks’ game

A F T E R  its formation the club played its first match 
on Septem ber 19, 1925, and beat the St. Ph ilip ’s 
C lub  6-2. W. T. Whewell, subsequently  a C am bridge  
blue, captain of Corin th ian s and captain of the 
Eng land  Am ateur International side, led the team.

Old Blacks 

A G M  (cont.)
auditing the accounts. How
ever, the chairman did empha
sise that the committee and 
members could not afford to 
sit back on the efforts of the 
last 12 months and that further 
work would always be neces
sary to keep the club function
ing smoothly and to continue 
its previous success. He 
pointed out that further im
provements were being made 
to the club by the erection of 
wood panelling in the lounge 
bar and also the remainder of 
the lounge and clubhouse 
would be decorated.

Work was due to start in the 
very near future on the com
plete re-painting of the club 's 
exterior.

It has been agreed to erect 
a new fence between the top 
pitch and the car park and this 
again, it was hoped, would 
improve the general appear
ance of the club.

Ladies’ committee
Thanks were due to the 

ladies' committee for their 
efforts in the last 12 months in 
providing coffee and organis
ing various functions and rais
ing funds for the club. The 
committee had of course also 
supported the John Whalley 
Memorial Fund by organising 
a dance and donating the pro
ceeds from it.

The chairman regretted to 
inform the meeting that two of 
the present committee had in
dicated their unwillingness to 
stand for re-election, namely 
Dave Stevenson, the vice
chairman, and Steve Tart. He 
thanked both these members 
for their efforts and help over 
many years and he informed 
the meeting that, following a 
ballot at the previous commit
tee meeting, Steve Tart had 
been elected Clubman of the 
Year and congratulations were 
recorded. This award, along 
with the Player of the Year 
award, will be made at the 
club dinner.

The chairman concluded his 
report by again thanking the 
members for their attendance 
that night and for their con
tinued support over the years.

Election of officers
President, W. K. Forbes was 

re-elected; chairman, E. Wilkin
son was re-elected; vice-chair
man, P. Browne was elected; 
hon. secretary, D. I. Forbes 
was re-elected; hon. treasurer,
A. Blackshaw was re-elected; 
hon. football secretary, R. 
Hornsby was re-elected; hon. 
press secretary, N. K. Sharpies 
was re-elected; hon. auditor. 
J. Tattersall was re-elected;
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hon. solicitor, D. I. Forbes was 
re-elected.

Committee
The following had one year 

to serve on the committee: P. 
Sumner, V. Chester, F. Riley,
E. Jones, G. Shepherd. The 
following were elected to the 
committee for two years: R. S. 
Ormerod, S. Shepherd. P. 
Hargreaves, R. Ranson, E. 
Maddocks, A. Pemberton. B. 
Hardcastle was also elected 
to the committee and to con
form to the rules of the club, 
he generously agreed to ac
cept election for one year.

Subscriptions
It was resolved that the 

annual subscription should re
main the same as last year, i.e. 
full members £2, social mem
bers £2, lady members £1, 
under-18 members £1, new 
members £1. Due to petrol in
creases, the committee was 
forced to increase match sub
scriptions to 40p last season 
and it was resolved that such 
figure be continued for the 
forthcoming season subject to 
any further increases.

Before the meeting closed. 
Keith Newton proposed a vote 
of thanks to the chairman and 
the committee for its efforts 
during the past year and in 
return, the chairman then 
thanked the members for their 
attendance and in fine style 
invited those present to have 
a drink on the club. The meet
ing lasted an hour and 10 
minutes.

J b ia / t t f

D ates
June 13: Annual Club Din

ner.
June 27: Golden Jubilee

dance.
June 29: Golden Jubilee

cocktail party at the club
house, Lammack. By in
vitation.
Old Blacks XI v Blackburn 
Rovers XI.
Old Blacks Veterans XI v 
Lancs Amateur League 
Veterans XI.
Old Blacks XI v Lancs 
Amateur League XI.

August 30: Old Blacks
Sevens at Lammack.

October 11: Ladies' Commit
tee Dance.

THE 1975 ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING IS TO 
BE HELD ON NOVEMBER 
25, AT LAMMACK AND THE 
ANNUAL DINNER ON 
DECEMBER 20, 1975.

Following friendly games in 
1925/26 the ensuing two sea
sons were spent in the Black
burn & District Combination. 
1928/29 saw three teams play
ing ciub games once more 
and also an entry in the Lan
cashire Amateur Cup with a 
quick 3-2 exit to Liverpool 
Odyssey in the preliminary 
round.

A desire to play League 
Football saw Ken Forbes (by 
now club chairman) persuad
ing the Lancashire Amateur 
League to form a Northern 
section. The successful out
come of this meant that the 
Old Blacks were founder mem
bers and played until 1939 
when the league was closed 
down owing to World War II.

Regular Easter tours began 
in 1928, a year of progress. 
All tours were to the Isle of 
Man with the exception of 1934 
when an invasion of North 
Wales was mounted. Easter 
tours in those days were no 
picnic either. Arrive Douglas 
6 a.m. on Good Friday after a 
night of celebration on the 
boat. Play two games each on 
Friday, Saturday and Monday, 
then catch the four o ’clock 
boat home. Total return fare 
19/6d, if you survived.

In 1931 the tradition of Box
ing Day matches started with 
initially opposition selected by 
W. T. Whewell which included 
many amateur internationals 
and attracted hundreds of 
spectators.

The Lancashire Amateur 
League resumed after the war 
in season 1945/46. From this 
period the Old Blacks were at 
their best.

In 1946/47 the club won the 
Lancashire Amateur Cup after 
playing Blackburn Tech at 
Ewood Park. The first game, a 
3-3 draw, was watched by a 
crowd of 5,000 and the replay 
which was won 2-0 drew a 
crowd of 11,500. Out of these 
two matches £191/3/9d was 
added to club funds. The club 
also won this trophy again in

1949/50. Up to season 1973/ 
74 the honours list reads 1st 
Division Champions nine times, 
2nd Division six times (i.e. 2nd 
XI), 3rd Division five times 
(3rd XI). Aggregate trophy for 
the best combined 1st and 2nd 
XI performances, seven times. 
The League Benevolent Cup 
and the League Challenge Cup, 
once each. Throughout the 
years many players have been 
selected for the League XI and 
also the Lancashire County 
Amateur XI.

From 1929 various sites for 
a permanent home had been 
investigated. During this time 
pitches belonging to the 
School, Cherry Tree Cricket 
Club, Mellor Sports Ground 
and the Corporation were 
used. In October 1946 the pre
sent ground of 5 i acres was 
purchased for £1,400 and after 
an ex-RAF hut was converted 
for £1,000 as changing rooms 
the ground was officially 
opened by Lord Clitheroe on 
Boxing Day 1950 although the 
pitch had been used since the 
1948/49 season.

Ken Forbes, the president, 
opened a £5,000 extension in 
August 1967 which also sig
nalled the start of the Old 
Blacks Sevens for the Tommy 
Whewell Trophy. In May 1974 
the president opened a further 
£17,000 extension which re
placed the RAF hut changing 
and washing facilities and also 
doubled the lounge bar area.

The present season sees the 
Old Blacks as members of the 
New Premier Division of the 
Lancashire Amateur League. At 
the time of writing they have 
the opportunity to win this 
league and also the Lanca 
shire Amateur League Chal
lenge Cup, a trophy presented 
to the winner of a knock-out 
competition.

Let us hope that the club 
makes as much progress and 
attains as many honours dur 
ing its next 50 years.



RUN-IN STRAIN 
IS TOO MUCH FOR 
FOOTBALLERS

BY D A V ID  F O R B E S

O LD  B L A C K S  had a disappointing season largely 
because they failed to retain the LAL  Cup but par
ticularly because they failed in their desire to win 
the Premier Division cham pionship in its first season  
in existence.

In both c a se s  we were very m uch in contention 
right up to the last fortnight. The bogey team turned 
out to be O ld R iv ington ians w ho beat us twice in the
League  in this period and 
a lso  knocked  us out of 
the L A L  C u p  in the 
quarter-finals.

The strain of playing 17 
games in the last six weeks or 
so proved too much for a side 
which is at last beginning to 
show its age —  this fact 
coupled with heavy grounds 
and injuries at this crucial 
time sapped all our strength 
and shattered our confidence.

There is certainly a need for 
new blood to revive a team 
which has had tremendous 
success over the past seven 
years and this reorganisation 
will doubtless take place next 
season when several younger 
players will be thrown in at the 
deep end!

On the brighter side, Old 
Blacks did start the season on 
a high note by winning their 
own seven-a-side competition 
in August, and also D. Parting
ton, P. Summer, E. Jones and
B. Hardcastle represented the 
Lancashire Amateur League.

All three other sides finished 
well up in their respective 
leagues and particular men
tion must be made of the 2nd 
XI, which, after a disastrous 
start, finished the season by 
winning nine, drawing 3 and 
losing only two of their last 14 
games.

Leading goalscorers were: P. 
Greenhalgh 19, J. Whitehead 
19, P. Lawson 17, M. McNamee 
12, A. Kidson 11, B. Hardcastle 
10, D. Hindle, C. Young, A. 
McNamee 9, J. Proos, I. Cook 
8 .

Groundsman Vince Chester, 
committee member and former 
player with the third and fourth 
teams, was named Clubman of 
the Year at the annual dinner.

Vince thoroughly deserved 
the award, having kept the Old 
B lacks' and Q E G S  pitches in 
pristine condition since 1956.

It is the fourth year the 
award has been made and it is 
presented to the person who 
has played the biggest part in 
the club 's activities.

30 entries at Wilpshire
This summer's competition 

was held at Wilpshire Golf 
Club on June 5 at which 
there were thirty entries and 
the winner of the Judge 
Walmsley Cup for the best 
net score was E. Wilkinson 
of Wilpshire with 85-20-65. 
The runner up was D. B. 
Hollen with 73-6-67.
The winner of the Sir Gil

bert Gerrard Cup was G. 
Looms with 69.

*  *  *

The annual golf competi
tion was held on June 6, 
1974, at Blackburn Golf 
Club, when there were 36 
entries. The Judge Walmes- 
ley Cup was won by M. J. 
Walsh, of Blackburn, with a 
return of 82-13-69 and tire 
runner-up was H. E. Aspin, 
of Wilpshire, with 83-11-72.

The Sir Gilbert Gerrard 
Cup was won by G. Readett 
with a gross 76.

★ *  *

Alan Gorse (1948-54) was 
elected captain of Wilpshire 
Golf Club at the annual 
meeting in December. Pro
prietor of a Blackburn photo
graphic shop, he is also a 
keen motor sport enthusiast.

*  *  *  

Pleasington Golf Club's 
annual open foursome com
petition, the Pleasington 
Stag, was won by Old Boy 
Frank Whittaker ( ),
of Blackburn Club, partner
ing Mr. Ian Woolley, of 
Pleasington. They had a 
combined net score of 144. 
The pair scored 84:6-78 on 
the first round, following it 
with a fine second round of 
72:6-66.
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Vince Chester, right, receives a set of cut glass tumblers 
as Old Blackburnians' Clubman of the Year, from Mr. Wilf 
Crumblehulme at the Old Blacks' dinner.

Final figures 
P W D L F A Pts

1st XI 26 14 4 8 52 35 32

2nd XI 26 12 6 8 50 43 30

3rd XI 22 12 1 9 54 49 25

4th XI 22 12 2 8 51 45 26

THE REFRIGERATION CENTRE
(Blackburn) Ltd.

(N. D. Briggs, E. H. Atherton)

SCHOOL BUILDINGS 

CHERRY TREE, BLACKBURN

Telephone And at
Blackburn 21637 Accrington 33404

★

Main Agents for LEC REFRIGERATION LTD. 

Authorised Dealers of 
STERNE and KELVINATOR 

Commercial and Domestic Equipment



A warm welcome 
fades outMR. IVAN Marchant, who 

retired to the sunny climes of 
Spajn (see last summer's 
Magister) with his wife, Ger
trude, found that the warm 
welcome deteriorated as the 
winter wore on.

"Life in this far-flung corner 
of the Q E G S empire does not 
continue quite as sunny for we 
have had our first experience 
of winter in gales and some 
rain. However the temperature 
does not fall much below 
57°F”, he writes.

"After a leisurely attempt to 
alter the landscape by a gar
den, I have returned to painting. 
The villages in the hills are 
reporting the arrival of Haile 
Selassie— complete with paint
ing gear!

"O ne of the local inns pro
vides tables and chairs when 
we arrive. This, as you have 
immediately concluded, indi
cates a certain amount of con
sumption of the local product.

"W e continue to enjoy 
charming neighbours, who sur
round us— two ex-Hong Kong, 
two Belgian, two Danish, two 
Canadian and two Liverpud

lians are our immediate neigh
bours.

"W e miss, however, the 
special quality of conversation 
which occurs in the staffroom 
of QEGS, enlivened as it is on 
occasions by floor shows star
ring Jack Monk and Fred 
Raby.”

GREETINGS 
FROM 

ALBERTA
Alberta Old Boys' Branch 

In Canada sends greetings 
from the annual dinner. Ian 
Oates and John Morris were 
unable to attend but there 
were still five keeping the 
flag flying. They were Roger 
Maltby (1948-53) Bob Dar- 
went (1947-53), Roger Pil- 
klngton (1950-58), Roy Ash
croft (1945-52), and Hugh
G. Macklin (1908-10).

MR SOUTHWORTH

Pair make 
branch in 
Bangkok

The British Vice-Consul at 
Bangkok is Tom Southworth, 
who was at School from 1948 
to 1954.

Mr. Southworth who was 
featured in Magister 16, after 
having to leave West Pakistan 
during the Indo-Pakistan war, 
was appointed in March.

Before that, he had been 
technical assistance officer at 
the British Deputy High Com 
mission in Ibadan, in the W es
tern State of Nigeria.

He will remain in Thailand 
for three years, and during 
that time might meet Old Boy 
Graeme Stanton, a contem
porary at School from 1949 to 
1955, who is editor of Bang
kok World and was also fea
tured in Magister 16.

Wanderlust 
John takes 
trip down 

under
A D E S IR E  to see something of 
the world prompted clinical 
psychologist John Dewhurst 
(1960-66) to apply for a post 
in Australia.

John, who worked for the 
past year at Walton Hospital, 
Liverpool, after gaining a M.Sc. 
in clinical psychology from Bir
mingham University, flew out 
to the sun jn the middle of our 
winter.

He is working in clinical 
psychology on a three-year 
contract for New South Wales 
Health Commission in New
castle.

"It seems the Australian 
authorities are trying to set up 
a public health service and are 
tryjng to attract people from 
Britain”, said John.

He wants to travel as rquch 
as he can and will probably 
return to this country on the 
expiry of his contract, although 
he hopes to visit Japan and 
New Zealand in the time he is 
there, and see Canada and the 
United States after.

Before taking up his post, 
he had time for a week’s holi
day with his uncle, aunt and 
cousin, who live in Sydney.

On a Kibbutz
One of our younger Old 

Boys, Roger Whitby (1968-74) 
chose an unusual way to relax 
after his " A "  levels last year—  
he went to work on an Israeli 
Kibbutz.

Roger, who was not paid for 
his sjx-weeks work, paid his 
own return air fare to Tel-Aviv.

A C C O U N T A N T  G ETS TOP JO B  
IN  N E W  ZE A LA N D

AN OLD Boy has been app
ointed to a top government 
post in New Zealand.

Edward Cox (1939-43) was 
made an assistant commis
sioner of the State Services 
Commission, which is respon
sible for staffing and adminis
trating government depart
ments.

He worked with the Post 
Office in Blackburn and Dar
wen on leaving School and 
later with the health ministry in 
London.

He passed the senior exam

ination in public service on 
emigrating to New Zealand 
and studied accountancy at 
Victoria University, Wellington. 
He then completed the New 
Zealand Professional Account
ancy examination. He was then 
appointed to the Department 
of Education and transferred 
later to the Ministry of Works 
and then the office of the com
mission in accounting and 
executive positions.

He was on an inspection 
visit to North and South 
America in May and is married 
with two sons and a daughter.
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ASSO C IATIO N  S H O W S  PROFIT OF
A L M O S T  £ 2 0 0

M E M B E R S H IP  of the Old B lackbum ians' A sso c ia 
tion increased last year, bringing in much-needed 

funds to show  a profit of almost £200.

The treasurer, Mr. Fred 
Bury, presented the accounts 
(on this page below) and 
reported a profit of £199-87.

Mr. Bury took the chair 
and 16 members attended.

He pointed out that he now 
only sent out one request for 
money and/or membership 
each year and this was in 
Magister, but it was surpris
ing what result this had and

what effect Magister had on 
the payment of subs and the 
request for new members.

Ordinary membership and 
in particular life membership 
were increased as against 
the previous year. The trea
surer informed the meeting 
that an interest-free loan of 
£500 had been made to the 
School in lieu of the pre
vious covenant for £21 per

annum. Also £400 British 
Electrical 3 i %  Guaranteed 
Stock had been purchased 
at a cost of £281-75.

Despite these payments 
out of capital, the associa
tion's fund was still in a 
healthy position, there being 
nearly £680 cash at the bank 
and in hand. He suggested 
that the committee might 
give consideration to whether 
anything should be done 
with some of this money.

The meeting unanimously 
accepted the accounts and 
Mr. Bury and the auditors 
were thanked for their efforts.

S O C IA L
A dance was held in Octo

ber at the School in con
junction with the School staff 
and whilst this proved suc
cessful and enjoyable for 
those attending, the res
ponse from Old Boys was 
not particularly good.

S E C R E T A R Y ’S  
R E PO R T

Two committee meetings 
were held last year, one on 
January 8, 1974, and one on 
May 7, 1974, at the School 
and the Football Club Pav
ilion respectively. Again our 
thanks are due to the School 
and the Football Club for

(continued next page)

O LD  B L A C K B U R N IA N S ’ A S S O C IA T IO N  

S T A T E M E N T  OF A C C O U N T S  FO R  T H E  Y E A R  E N D E D  31st JU LY , 1973 

IN C O M E  A N D  E X P E N D IT U R E  A C C O U N T

£ p £ p
Bank Charges 
General Expenses 
Postages .. ..
Magazines .. ..
Magister .. ..
Corporation Tax 
School Donation 
Annual Dinner .. 
Balance and Profit 
Accumulated Fund

3. 
42.

8 . 

360.15  
28.75

.15

.62

.68

199.87

Subscriptions 1973/74 .................
Released from Life Membership Fund 
Interest on Investments, 4 %  Consols 

Tax

Barclay's Stock 
Tax . . . .

Blackburn Savings Bank

War Memorial Ground Rent 
Profit on Annual D inner..

£ P

50 00
15..00

35 00
53. 62
16. 89

36 73
43 .65

£ P 
453.89  

30.75

£ 643.22

115.38

5 .00
38.50

£ 549.23

Life M em bersh ip  Fund £ p
Balance at 1.9.73............................  2006.53
A d d it io n s ....................................  423.00

2429.53
D e le t io n s ....................................  30.75

War Memorial Fund........................  1207.77
Creditors: Printer ........................

Inland R e v e n u e .............
Accum ulated Fund ...................
Profit at 1.9.73...............................  830 .62
Profit on 1973/74 ........................  199. 87

B A L A N C E  S H E E T

£ p

2398.78

342.92
30.57

430.49

Lammack Ground at cost less sales 
In ve stm en ts:  4 %  Consols . . ..

£300 at cost 
£950 at par .. ..

(Market value £ 325 ). . 
8 J%  Barclay's Bank Stock 

£650 at cost .. ..
British Electric 3 J%  Gtd. Stock 78/79 

£400 at cost 
(Market value £ 5 4 6 )..

Loan to Q.E.G. S c h o o l ...................
(Market value £546 ..

Cash  at Banks ........................
Lloyds Bank Ltd............................
Blackburn Savings Bank .............

Cash  in Hand ........................

£ p £ p 
1207.77

210.60
950.00

212.10
378.16

£4410.23

1160.60

582.59

281.75  
500.00

590.26
87.26

£4410.23

Honorary A ud itors ' Report
We hereby certify that we have examined the Accounts of the Old Blackburnians' Association as above set forth, together 

with the books, and vouchers relating thereto. In our opinion they represent a true and correct record of the transactions of 
the Association during the year ended 31st July, 1974.

(Signed) KENNETH H. M A R SD E N , F.C.A.
20 November, 1974 W ILL IA M  HARE, F.C.A.



Continued from 
previous page

allowing us the use of these 
premises. The usual sub
committees were elected at 
the committee meeting in 
January.

It was reported at the last 
annual meeting that our 
president, Lord Woolley, 
wished to retire at the end 
of the current year and in 
view of this, members re
solved to ask Mr. Jack 
Kindle if he would be willing 
to be considered for the 
office of president for the 
forthcoming year. Mr. Hindle 
confirmed his willingness 
and this matter will be dealt 
with in the election of offi
cers and committee.

During the year the com
mittee decided to make an 
interest-free loan of £500 to 
the School in lieu of the cov
enant previously made to the 
School.

Once again the dinner in 
December last year proved 
its usual success and once 
again the association's 
thanks are due to the dinner 
sub committee and in par 
tjcular Mr. Harry King.

It was with great regret that 
the association learned of 
the death of its former presi
dent and distinguished Old 
Boy, Sir Benjamin Ormerod. 
The secretary had written to 
Sir Benjamin's relatives and 
the association had been 
represented at the memorial
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service in the Cathedral in 
October.

In conclusion I should like 
to thank all the officers and 
committee who have given 
their help during the past 12 
months and in particular Mr. 
Bury who is due to vacate 
the office of chairman, for 
his ever present and inval 
uable interest in the asso 
ciation.

M A G IS T E R
Mr. John Duckworth was 

on holiday at the meeting 
but Mr. Bury again reminded 
members of the excellent 
edition of Magister produced 
earlier in ihe year and 
referred to Mr. Duckworth's 
sterling efforts jn producing 
Magister, despite his in
creased commitments at 
work. Mr. Bury reminded the 
meeting that Mr. Duckworth 
would be grateful for any 
items which might be suit
able for Magister.

E LEC T IO N  
OF O F F IC E R S  
A N D  C O M M IT T E E

President: Mr. Jack Hindle; 
Chairman: Mr. H. Burrows 
was unanimously elected;
Vice-Chairman: Mr. T. Hindle 
was unanimously elected;
Secretary: Mr. D. I. Forbes; 
Treasurer: Mr. F. Bury; Audi
tors: Messrs. W. Hare and 
K. H. Marsden; Committee: 
The whole of the committee 
was re-elected with the
exception of Mr. T. Hindle

who had been elected as 
vice-chairman and Mr. Gor
don Birtwistle, previously a 
co-opted member, was elec
ted a full committee member. 
The other co-opted members 
were again co-opted onto 
the committee. The commit
tee now comprises: Messrs.
G. Birtwistle, B. Brown, D. J. 
Coulson, J. Duckworth, W. 
K. Forbes, E. G. Hunt, N. 
Jepson, F. J. Jones, H. King, 
J. King, E. C. Marsden, I. D. 
Newton, K. V. Newton, P. T. 
Pearson, W. H. Procter, J. S. 
Read, T. Riley, J. E. Sagar, 
T. E. Sharratt, R. Smethurst, 
J. Warner and E. Wilkinson. 
The co-opted members are 
W. E. T. Walsh, E. J. Kay 
and R. Smith.

S U B S C R IP T IO N S
It was resolved that these 

remain the same at £1 per 
year, or £15 for life member
ship.

A P O L O G IE S
There were apologies from 

Messrs. T. E. Sharratt, R. 
Smith, J. King, D. W. Shaw, 
D. J. Coulson and D. Brown.

Flying Doctor 
in the Navy

Surgeon Lt. Comm. Stuart 
Ormerod (1956-61) has be
come a flying doctor in the 
Royal Navy.

A specialist in aviation medi
cine with an interest in envir
onmental stress .Stuart (who 
was featured in Magister 18, 
"Doctor in World Yacht Race ") 
gained experience on H M S 
Blake in the Far East, before 
continuing work in aviation 
medicine at the Royal Naval 
Air Medical School, Seafield 
Park.

Ordained Deacon
THE REV. PAUL GRAHAM 
WIGNALL (1960-68) has been 
ordained deacon by the Bishop 
of Ely in Ely Cathedral to 
serve in the parish of The 
Good Shepherd, Arbury, Cam
bridge.

JOHN PUTS 

P.O. IN THE 

SPACE RACE
O NE of our many Old Boys 

in the Post Office, John Buck
ley (1960-67) has obtained an 
M.Sc. and D.I.C. following a 
one-year course in computing 
science at Imperial College, 
London.

A s reported in Magister , 
John was given a scholarship 
on full pay by the Post Office 
to take the course.

He is now based in Ipswich 
with the Post Office’s telecom
munications switching strategy 
department, working on stored 
programme control.

This, for the more technical, 
is control of telephone ex
changes by a computer with 
electrically alterable memory 
and John is particularly con
cerned with providing the com
puter facilities used for devel
oping the main programmes 
for these computer-controlled 
exchanges.

John extends an invitation 
to Old Boys to call or contact 
him at his new address, 116 
Dales Road, Ipswich.

M E M B E R S  
ONLY

you can help the 

association

I f  you  are 

already  

su b sc r ib in g  

please  

p a s s  on 

the b an ke r's  

order to  a 

friend  and  

w e w ill 

send  him  

a copy  o f  

M ag iste r.

THOMAS BRIGGS
(B L A C K B U R N ) LTD.

P R I N T E R S

B O O K B I N D E R S

S T A T I O N E R S
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Degrees and things . .
OLD BOYS SUCCESSES IN BRIEF
Malcolm Abraham (1951-57),
Graduated B.A. physics and 
mathematics, Open University. 
P. D. Asher (1964-70), Awarded 
Higher National Diploma in 
Business Studies, Blackburn 
College of Technology and 
Design.
M. J. Ashton (1965-71), Grad
uated B.A., C lass 3, Hons. Bio
chemistry, Lancaster University. 
S. W. Atherton (1964-70), 
Graduated B.A., Fjrst C lass 
Hons. Mathematics, Magdalen 
College, Oxford University.
R. F. Barker (1965-71), Grad
uated B.A., C lass 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Natural Sciences, Down
ing College, Cambridge.
P. R. Barton (1965-71 ), Awar
ded Diploma in Environmental 
Health, Salford College of 
Technology. Appointed Envir
onmental Health Officer, Hynd- 
burn Borough Council.
P. J. Battrick (1962-71 ), Grad
uated B.Sc., C lass 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. History, Lancaster Uni
versity. Appointed Administra
tive Trainee, Ministry of Agri
culture, Fisheries and Food.
S. F. Beardsworth (1961-69), 
Graduated M.B., Ch.B., Liver
pool University. Appointed 
House Officer, Sefton General 
Hospital, Liverpool.
F. Beggs (1968-71), Graduated
B.A., C lass 2, Div. 2, Hons. 
Law, Manchester Polytechnic.
A. J. Bishop (1964-71), Grad
uated B.Sc., C lass 3, Hons. 
Electrical and Electronic En
gineering, Leeds University. 
Appointed to a post with Stan
dard Telephones and Cables 
Ltd., London.
R. P. Bolton, B.A. (1961-68), 
Graduated M.B., B.Ch., Balliol 
College, Oxford University. Ap
pointed Junior House Officer, 
Oxford Group of Hospitals.
J. R. Brocklehurst, B.A. (1962
69), Awarded Certificate of 
Education, Leeds University. 
Appointed Assistant Teacher 
St. Augustine’s S.M. School, 
London.
P. M. Brocklehurst (1964-70), 
Graduated B.Sc., C lass 2, Div. 
1, Hons. Agricultural Plant 
Sciences, Leeds. Awarded a 
National Environmental Re
search Council Studentship for 
research at Leeds University.
A. H. Brown (1964-70), Grad
uated B.Sc., C lass 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Economics, Hull Univer
sity.
C. R. J. Bury (1964-74), Awar
ded a place at the Royal Mili
tary Academy, Sandhurst.
R. Carruthers (1941-49), App
ointed Manager, Granville Road 
Branch, BJackburn Trustee Sav
ings Bank.

A. J. Child, B.A. (1961-69). 
Awarded post graduate Certifi
cate in Education. Appointed 
Assistant Teacher in the Fac
ulty of English Studies, More 
cambe Grammar School.
B. Clark, B.Sc. (1960-68). 
Awarded Ph.D., Biochemistry, 
Glasgow University.
S. O. Clarke (1963-70), Grad 
uated B.Sc., C lass 3, Hons. 
Chemistry, Leeds University.
C. S. Clay (1964-71), Grad 
uated B.Sc., C lass 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Biochemistry, Bristol 
University.
S. J. Counsell (1962-70), Grad
uated B.A., C lass 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. German, University Col
lege, London.
P. G. Cowburn (1959-70),Grad
uated B.A. (external), C lass 2, 
Div. 2, Hons. English, French, 
Geography, London University. 
Awarded Certificate of Educa
tion, Borough Road College, 
Isleworth. Awarded the E. W. 
Kent Prize for English Studies, 
Borough Road College. App
ointed Assistant Master, Eng
lish Department, The Harrow 
County School for Boys.

M. R. Croasdale (1964-70),
Graduated B.A., C lass 2, Hons. 
Mathematics, Balliol College, 
Oxford University.
P. F. Davidson (1969-71),
Graduated B.Sc., C lass 3, Hons. 
Physics, University of Man
chester Institute of Science 
and Technology.
J. H. Duckworth (1960-71),
Graduated B.Sc., Hons. Chem
istry, Kent University.
P. M. Duxbury (1963-70), Grad
uated B.Sc., C lass 2, Hons. 
Photography, Manchester Poly
technic.
J. F. Forbes, M.Sc. (1951-61), 
Awarded Ph.D., Civil Engineer
ing, Swansea University.
M. Garbutt, B.A. (1962-69), 
Graduated Master of Philos
ophy, Leeds University.

J. J. Gillam (1963-71), Grad 
uated B.Sc., C lass 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Geography, Ulster Uni
versity.
S. P. Gosden (1965-71), Grad 
uated B.A., C lass 2, Hons. En
gineering Science and Econ
omics, Hertford College, Oxford 
University.

I m

J. K. Grant, B.Sc. (1952-58), 
Appointed a Senior Scientist, 
Ferranti Ltd., Toronto, Canada. 
R. A. Green, B.Sc. (1961-68), 
Qualified as a Chartered

G. R. Hacking (1936-41), 
Appointed Manager, Barnsley 
Branch of the Yorkshire Bank. 
D. J. Halstead, B.Sc., Ph.D. 
(1957-65), Appointed a Bio
logical Engineer, J. & E. Sturge 
Ltd.. Selby.
D. R. Haymes (1961-71), Grad
uated LL.B., C lass 2, Div. 2 
(London external) Hons. Law, 
Trent Polytechnic.
D. J. Hewitt, B.Pharm. (1959
67), Appointed Production 
Pharmacist, Geigy Pharmaceu
ticals Ltd.
P. E. M. Jarrett, M.A., M.B.,
B.Chir., D .(O b st.)R .CO G .
(1952-60), Appointed Senior 
Surgical Registrar, St. Thom as’s 
Hospital, London.
P. E. Jenkinson, B.A. ( 1956
63), Appointed Head of the 
Language Department, Pleck
gate School, Blackburn.
C. M. P. Johnson, M.A., Ph.D. 
(1940-45), Elected to the 
Council of the Senate, Cam
bridge University.
S. C. C. Keenay (1966-71), 
Awarded Certificate of Educa
tion, Trinity and All Saints Col
lege, Horsforth, Leeds.
I. F. L. Kenyon (1965-68), 
Awarded Higher National Dip
loma in Business Studies, 
Blackburn College of Tech
nology & Design.
S. Lassey (1964-71 ), Grad
uated B.Sc., C lass 2, Hons. 
Bacteriology, Edinburgh Uni
versity. Appointed Marketing 
Management Trainee, Bur
roughs Machines Ltd., Edin-

Accountant. burgh.
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GABBUTT ltd

Booksellers since 1907

4 and 6 P R E S T O N  N E W  R O A D  

Telephone 58226

40 and 42 D A R W E N  ST R E E T  

Telephone 59855 

B L A C K B U R N



Degrees 
continued
B. E. Lewis (1964-71), Grad
uated B.A., First C lass Hons. 
Civil Engineering, University of 
Manchester Institute of Science 
and Technology.
J. R. Lord, B.Sc. (1959-69), 
Graduated M.B., Ch.B., Liver
pool University. Appointed 
House Officer, Ormskirk and 
District General Hospital.
C. D. Lund, B.Sc. (1961-68), 
Graduated M B., Ch.B., Dundee 
University Medical School. App
ointed House Surgeon, Perth 
Hospital.
I. I. McMahon (1966-73), Com 
missioned from the Royal Mili
tary Academy, Sandhurst, into 
the Intelligence Corps.
P. J. Mitchell, M.A., M.Sc. 
(1960-67), Awarded D.Phil., 
Oxford University.
P. Moizer (1963-70), Grad
uated B.A., C lass 2, Hons. 
Chemistry, Merton College, 
Oxford University. Appointed 
Graduate Trainee, Price, Water
house & Co., Chartered 
Accountants.
D. E. Mycock (1960-71), Grad
uated B.A., C lass 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Classics, Leicester Uni
versity.
L. J. Pennell (1964-71), Grad
uated B.Sc., C lass 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Chemical Engineering, 
Newcastle University. Awarded 
the Airwork Trophy for the best 
all-round cadet, Northumbrian 
Universities' Air Squadron. 
Commissioned in the R.A.F. as 
a pilot.
M. Pickles (1963-69), Grad
uated B.A., C lass 2, Hons. 
Business Studies, Lanchester 
Polytechnic.
R. K. Read (1964-70), Grad
uated B.A., C lass 2, Hons. 
Botany, Pembroke College, Ox
ford University.
M. F. Roberts (1964-71 ), Grad
uated B.A., First C lass Hons. 
Modern History, Balliol Col
lege, Oxford University.
J. M. Rowe (1963-70), Grad
uated B.Sc., C lass 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Applied Biology, Liver
pool Polytechnic.
J. K. Sharpies (1964-71), Grad
uated B.Sc., C lass 3, Hons. 
Mechanical Engineering, Uni
versity of Manchester Institute 
of Science and Technology. 
Appointed a Scientific Officer, 
Department of Trade and In
dustry at the National Engin
eering Laboratory, East Kil
bride, Glasgow.
N. A. Shilcock (1963-71), Awar
ded Certificate of Education, C.
F. Mott College of Education, 
Liverpool. Appointed Assistant 
Teacher, Wharton County Se c
ondary School, Prescot.
R. J. Slater (1963-71), Grad
uated B.Sc., C lass 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Biochemistry, Leeds Uni
versity.
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J. N. Sowerby (1963-70). Grad 
uated B.A., C lass 2, Hons. 
English Language and Litera
ture, Magdalen College, Oxford 
University.

J. R. Taberner (1965-72), 
Awarded Higher National Dip
loma in Computing, Blackburn 
College of Technology and 
Desjgn.

P. W. Tattersall (1963-71), 
Graduated M.A., History and 
Political Science, Dundee Uni
versity.

M. J. Walker (1963-70), Grad
uated B.A., C lass 2, Hons. 
Botany, Magdalen College, 
Oxford University. Appointed 
Assistant Master, Manchester 
Grammar School.

W. E. T. Walsh, LL.B., (1924
30), Elected President of the 
Blackburn Incorporated Law 
Association.

A. R. Whalley (1962-70), Grad
uated B.Sc., C lass 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Economics, London
School of Economics and Poli
tical Science.

J. R. Whitehead, B.A., M.Sc.
(1931-67), Appointed Lecturer 
in Statistics and Probability, 
Chelsea College, London.

F. M. Whittaker, B.Sc. (1937
43), Elected President of the 
Association of European Mach
ine Tool Merchants.

R. P. Wilding, M.A., M.B.,
Ch.B., F.R.C.S. (1943-52), App
ointed Consultant Surgeon,
Orpington Hospital, Kent.

J. D. S. Wishart (1950-60), In
stalled a Barrister at the Inns 
of Court, London.

W. E. Woolley, C.B.E. (1912
15) has been appointed a 
Deputy Lieutenant of Lanca
shire.

Scientist
Dr. David Maudsley (1950

59) is one of three research 
scientists in the United States 
to receive 136,000 dollar grants 
from the Worcester Founda
tion.

Dr. Maudsley, who lives in 
Warebrook Village, Ware, Mas- 
sachussetts, is studying the 
role of amines, small basic 
molecules involved in the 
regulation of nucleic acid, in 
tissue growth.

He is the son of Mrs. M. 
Maudsley, of Crosshill Road,

Hospitals 
supplies 

officer
John Lonsdale (1940-46) 

has been promoted to area 
supplies officer to Salford, 
Pendlebury, Prestwich and 
Eccles hospitals.

He joined the National Health 
Service at Queen’s Park Hos
pital, Blackburn, after serving 
with the Blackburn Borough 
police force.

He lives with his wife and 
three children at Sale,
Cheshire.

G. Woodhouse (1947-52), App
ointed Assistant Editor, Even
ing Mail, Uxbridge.
A. R. Yardley (1963-70), Grad
uated B.Sc., and Diploma in 
Industrial Studies, with Distinc
tion, General Chemistry, Lough
borough University. Appointed 
BBC  Trainee Studio Manager.

SCH OLARSH IPS
A. J. Campbell, Open Scholar
ship (The Mackinnon Scholar
ship) in Natural Sciences at 
Magdalen College, Oxford. 
A lso University Studentship, 
Post Office Telecommunica
tions.
C. W. Kinder, Open Exhibition 
in Modern Studies at Magdalen 
College, Oxford.
E. J. Tomlinson, Open Scholar
ship (Postmastership) in Nat
ural Sciences at Merton Col
lege, Oxford.
S. J. H. Lea, English Speaking 
Union Scholarship (The Hotch
kiss School, Connecticut).
F. J. Parkinson, Courtauld's 
University Scholarship in Mech
anical Engineering.

awarded
grant

Blackburn, and the late Mr. 
Christopher Maudsley, a for
mer treasurer of the Old 
Blackburnians' Association.

His brother Peter S. C. 
Maudsley (1944-52), a dentist, 
has recently opened another 
surgery next to the Montague 
health centre, Blackburn. He 
is naming it "Christopher 
House", after his father.

Director 
of finance

THE RO CKW ARE Group Ltd. 
has appointed their group 
finance controller Anthony Har
greaves finance director.

Mr. Hargreaves, at School 
from 1941 to 1947, was chief 
accountant and assistant com
pany secretary of the Garston 
Bottle Company Ltd., of Liver
pool, when it was acquired by 
Rockware in 1966.

He moved to the head office 
in Middlesex as management 
accounting officer and became 
chief accountant in 1970, join
ing Rockware's glass execu
tive as finance director in 
1971.

Mr. Hargreaves lives with his 
wife and two children in Bea- 
consfield, Buckinghamshire.

Accountant gains 
highest result

David Boardwell (1961-70) 
won the Fit. Lt. Dudley Hewitt 
prize for the highest result in 
the North of England in the 
Institute of Chartered Account
ants’ intermediary examina
tions.

He gained a B.A. honours 
degree in economics after 
leaving School.



ENGINEER MARRIES, 
STARTS NEW LIFE 
IN SOUTH AFRICA

DR. A L A N  Rushton  and h is bride M is s  Su sa n  

Teresa  Ph ilips spent their O ctober honeym oon  c ru is

ing to their new hom e in Pretoria, South  Africa.
Alan, a chemical engineer 

with a Ph.D. from Manchester 
Institute of Science and Tech
nology, was unable to find a 
job that matched his talents in 
this country.

He found a position as a 
research engineer with the 
South African Government, 
after working for 18 months in 
the stores of a Blackburn car 
components company.

The couple were married at 
St. Bartholomew’s Church, 
Ewood, Blackburn.

"I used to feel a bit cheated 
at not being able to get a job 
after about six years' studying. 
I suppose my trouble was that 
I had more qualifications than 
the man over me and most 
firms don't like that.

" I applied for about 60 jobs 
but didn’t get any", said Alan. 
But now, with a wife and a job 
and a new life, things are 
starting to look up for him . . .

Honeymoon in 
Yugoslavia

A Yugoslavian honeymoon 
followed the wedding of 
teacher Norman Barton (1958
65) and M iss Tessa Ann Wal
ters at St. Bartholomew’s 
Church, Otford, Sevenoaks, 
Kent.

They met as postgraduates, 
Mr. Barton from Fitzwilliam 
College, Oxford, and M iss 
Walters from the University of 
Wales, Aberystwyth.

*  *  *

Bursar of Casterton School, 
Keith Wightman (see Magister 
16) married M iss Alexa Ker
shaw at St. Bartholomew’s 
Church, Barbon, last July.

Keith (1949-54) is a member 
of Morecambe Rifle and Pistol 
Club and is a keen moun
taineer. His bride is a music 
teacher.

♦  *  *

Retail fruiterer Peter W. J. 
Stephens (1964-70) married 
cook supervisor M iss Yvonne 
Blahuta at St. Peter’s Church, 
Salesbury, in September, be
fore a honeymoon in Scotland.

Father makes 
wedding cake 

for son
Q E G S  domestic bursar Mr. 

Derick Lund revived his old 
skill as a confectioner to make 
and ice his son Robert’s wed
ding cake.

Derick, 52, last tried his 
hand at wedding cakes 20 
years ago, but he had no prob
lems mixing the prize-winning 
recipe over three months ago, 
then taking four hours to sculpt 
on the lace-like 5 lbs of icing 
sugar over the three-tier cake.

Robert (1960-69), a bank 
clerk, married M iss Christine 
Mercer at Leamington Road 
Baptist Church, Blackburn.

Lecturer wrote  
m usic for wedding

Music lecturer David Smalley 
wrote the music for his wed
ding at St. Oswald’s Church, 
Fulford, York.

Mr. Smalley, who lectures at 
Preston Polytechnic, married 
M iss Alison Sales, a physical 
education teacher at John 
Rigby School, Blackburn. Mr. 
Smalley is a former Blackburn 
Cathedral chorister.

*  *  *

Frederick Beardsworth (1961
69), a doctor at Sefton Gen
eral Hospital, Liverpool, mar
ried M iss Susan Lloyd, a nurse, 
at St. Wilfred’s  Church, Daven- 
ham, Cheshire, in May.

*  *  *

Computer programmer Philip 
Gosden (1964-71) married lib
rarian M iss Olwen Carol Hop- 
wood at Zion Pentecostal 
Church, Blackburn, in August.

*  *  *

Peter Michael Brocklehurst
(1962-69) married teacher 
M iss Marje-Antoinette Baron at 
St. Stephen’s Church, Black
burn.

Dear Sir,
The simplicity of a Life Mem

bership has at last become 
apparent to me! I have plea
sure in enclosing a cheque for 
£15, which I hope will keep 
a steady flow of Magisters 
coming for some years.

To update your files, the 
address below has been home 
for a year and will be until 
August, when it should revert 
to 67 Mockbeggar Drive, Wal
lasey. Cheshire.

I am now a senior systems 
engineer, still with IBM, doing 
a little stargazing among the 
computers of the future and 
their use by oil, chemical, steel 
and similar industries.

Tom Matthews,
24 Rue Charles Laffitte, 
92200 Neuilly-sur-Seine, 
France.

OLD BOYS GET 
TOGETHER 

OVER DRINKS
Michael Shepherd, currently 

reading physics at Queen 
Elizabeth College, London Uni
versity, tells us that at least 
half a dozen Old Boys, who 
are undergraduates in London, 
meet for a drink and a chat 
once a week.

They are Alan Parkinson 
(Queen Maiy) reading aero
nautical engineering; Phil Ald
red (Imperial) reading physics; 
Graham Preston (North East 
London Polytechnic) taking 
Higher National Diploma in 
business studies; Ian McIntosh 
(L SE ) reading economics; and 
Kevin McDonald (Bedford) 
reading botany. Dave Barnes, 
working for Kodak at Harrow, 
also joins them in the sessions.

Um pires exam
Ralph Marsden, who retired 

from ICI three years ago to 
teach at Ashville College, Har
rogate, has passed the written 
examination of the Association 
of Cricket Umpires.

He says in a letter that it 
may be some time before he 
dares venture on the more 
fearsome and stiffer oral 
examination, with its 80 per 
cent necessary for a pass.
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MIKE HEADS 
LANGUAGES 

DEPARTMENT
FO RM ER  Q EG S French teacher 
Mike Sharpies (1947-55) takes 
up an appointment as head of 
the modern languages depart
ment at the City of Worcester 
Grammar School for Girls in 
September.

Mike, who produced several 
plays while teaching at School, 
is also well-known for produc
ing and acting in Blackburn 
amateur dramatic circles.

He was praised for his role 
as Brian, the father, in Black
burn Drama C lub 's perform
ance of 'A  Day in the Life of 
Joe E g g " in February.

M ike 's wife, Audrey, is pub 
licity officer with the Club. 
They live in Buncer Lane, 
Blackburn.

He is at present teaching 
French at Accrington Girl's 
High School.

Jack  is new  
president

BLACKBU RN  teachers' new 
president is Old Boy Jack 
Morris, senior teacher at Pleck
gate Comprehensive.

Mr. Morris (1935-40), who 
specialises in maths, started 
teaching at Bangor Street sec
ondary school, which later be
came part of Blakey Moor High 
School.

He moved to Pleckgate when 
it opened five years ago, and 
is teacher representative on 
the school’s new governing 
body, as well as the secondary 
schools ' teacher representative 
on the Blackburn District Edu
cational Liaison Committee.

He is secretary of the Haw
thorne Street Methodist Church 
Sunday School and is chair
man of Blackburn and District 
Anglers’ Society.

English 
master is
new head
HEAD of English at QEGS, Mr. 
Peter Winders, 33, has been 
appointed headmaster of 
Brownedge St. Mary 's second
ary school, Bamber Bridge.

Mr. Winders, who was fea
tured in Magister 18, after 
writing a major " A ” level crit 
on Hamlet, started at school 
as assistant teacher after two 
posts teaching in Preston.

He was appointed head of 
English five years ago.

He lives with his wife and 
three children at Fulwood, 
Preston, and has mixed feel
ings about leaving QEGS.

“ I have a lot of affection for 
the School after 11 years and 
I have a lot of friends there.

"But I am looking forward 
to the challenge of my new 
post as well.”

French Teacher
Godfrey McGowan (1959-65)

has been appointed French 
teacheratCharterhouse School. 
He transferred from Abingham 
School in April.

M R . M O R R IS

M R . W IN D E R S

Headmaster 
of primary 

school
ASH LE IG H  county primary 
school’s new headmaster in 
January was Old Boy Colin 
Henry Cronshaw.

Mr. Cronshaw (1947-53) had 
been deputy head of Hoddles- 
den Church of England primary 
school for 10 years.

He trained at the City of 
Leeds Training College after 
leaving QEGS, then taught for 
three years at the now demol
ished Park Road county prim
ary school, Blackburn.

He then taught at St. Luke's 
Church of England primary 
school for a further three years 
before moving to Hoddlesden.

A past president of the 
Blackburn branch of the 
National Association of School
masters, he is married and 
lives in Pole Lane, Darwen.

He has a daughter and son, 
Robin, 13, who is following his 
father's footsteps at QEGS.

New  teacher
M ichae l T ow n son  (1961-69)
received a post graduate cer
tificate in education from C. F. 
Mott College of Education, 
Liverpool, and was appointed 
assistant French master at 
Bolton School in September.

He received a B.A. degree 
in French (Honours) at Swansea 
University.

Deputy
retires
after

29 years
DEPUTY headmaster of Bil
linge School, Blackburn, John 
Bolton (1924-30) retired at the 
end of April after 29 years at 
the school.

He joined the staff, when it 
was the Technical and Gram
mar School, in Blakey Moor, 
as a maths teacher in 1946, a 
year after the school opened.

He was appointed head of 
the maths department almost 
10 years later and was made 
deputy head in 1968, two years 
after the move to Billinge.

Mr. Bolton, 63, of Wellfield 
Road, Blackburn, has twice 
been president of the Black
burn branch of the national 
union of teachers, in 1958 and 
1964.

He was treasurer of the 
branch for 25 years and 
stepped down last yaer. He 
served on the NUT 's advisory 
committee for grammar schools 
from 1968 to 1972 and was the 
secondary schools ' represen
tative on the former Blackburn 
education committee for 20 
years until local government 
reorganisation.

He gained an honours 
degree in mathematics from 
Cambridge and stayed for a 
further year to take a teaching 
diploma.

He taught at several Black
burn schools before moving to 
the Royal Naval School, Ips
wich, in 1936. He joined the 
RAF meteorological office, 
serving in Britain, North Africa 
and Italy during the war.

Much of his retirement will 
probably be spent fishing and 
walking in the Lake District, 
where he and his wife have a 
caravan.

Teaching out 

in the country

Peter A. Cunliffe (1949-58)
has been appointed head
master of Waddington and 
West Bradford Church of Eng
land primary school.

He taught at Salford after 
leaving School and then quali
fied at St. Paul's College, 
Cheltenham, and Dartington 
College of Arts.

He taught in Blackburn be
fore being appointed deputy 
head at St. Paul's, Adlington, 
for seven years, before his 
headship.



HEAD STARTS A 
SCHOOL TRADITION
H EA D M A ST ER  of St. S ila s 's  
junior school, Blackburn, James 
McLellan looks as though he 
may have started a tradition, 
for his successor on retiring is 
another Q E G S Old Boy, John 
Duckworth (1954-60).

Mr. McLellan, at School from 
1925 to 1931, is retiring this 
summer after being head
master at the school for 25 
years.

Not only do the two teachers 
share the coincidence of going 
to QEGS, but both attended 
Chester teacher training col
lege.

Mr. Duckworth is deputy 
headmaster of St. Stephen’s 
school, Little Harwood. Mr. 
McLellan, 62, began teaching 
at St. Aidan’s primary school, 
Blackburn, and served with the 
Royal Corps of Signals in 
India during the war.

He is chairman and a foun
der member of Blackburn Arts 
Club and has been closely 
associated with making films 
of historical record about 
Blackburn and its events.

He is a former assistant dis
trict Scout commissioner for 
Biackburn; a trustee of Samles- 
bury Hall and a past president 
of the Blackburn branch of the 
National Union of Teachers.

He is married with three 
daughters and lives in Preston 
New Road. Mr. Duckworth, 32, 
returned to St. Stephen’s, the 
primary school he attended, as 
deputy head seven years ago.

He had previously taught at 
Longshaw Junior School, 
Blackburn, for three and a half 
years.

He has been chairman of 
Blackburn and Darwen Schools’ 
Football Association for the 
last three years and looks 
after the Blackburn schools 
cricket XI.

He lives with his wife in 
Fielden Place, Feniscowles.

Teaching German
Alan Ashton (1954-61) re

cently joined the German 
department of Arnold School, 
Blackpool, and is now living at 
16 Second Avenue, Blackpool.

Head of B iology
Peter Eastham (1961-68)

has been appointed head of 
biology at St. Mary’s College, 
Blackburn.

M R . D U C K W O R T H

Children buy 
head a clock
Children at St. John’s 

school, Great Harwood, saved 
their pocket money to buy 
headmaster Ronald Gaskell 
(1944 50) a clock to mark his 
leaving.

He had been at the school 
for eight years and is now 
head of Chorley Parish School.

MR. GASKELL

Teaching in Harrow
Peter G. Cowburn (1959-70)

has obtained a teaching post 
at Harrow County School for 
boys after receiving a B.A. 
degree in English, French and 
Geography from London Uni
versity (external).

M R . S M A L L E Y

Certificate for 
lecturer

John Richard Smalley (1957
62) gained the certificate in 
advanced education with dis
tinction at Oxford University 
before being appointed lec
turer at Kesteven College of 
Education, Lincolnshire.

John spent a year at the In
ternational Sixth Form College, 
Wales, after leaving QEGS, 
and after graduating in Eng
lish at Cambridge, taught at 
Pleckgate School, Blackburn.

He met his wife Irene when 
they were both teaching at the 
International School, S inga
pore.

Head of 
academy 
over the 
border

FO RM ER  deputy head boy at 
QEGS, David G. F. Eastwood, 
has been appointed head 
teacher at Bankhead Academy, 
Aberdeenshire.

Mr. Eastwood (1947-57) had 
been assistant head teacher at 
Castlebrae School, Edinburgh, 
for a year.

Son of the late George East
wood, David received an 
honours degree in physics and 
philosophy at Leeds and moved 
to Scotland in 1965 to lecture 
in physics at Fettes College, 
Edinburgh.

He was senior science mas
ter at Gordonstoun School, 
Morayshire, from 1968 to 1973.
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School sw itch
Denis Martin (1958-65) has 

switched schools in Thameside 
and been promoted head of 
department at Audenshaw 
Grammar School. He left Uni
versity in 1968 with a degree in 
physics.

T O P  C L A S S  F A B R I C S

IT IS O UR C O N STAN T  EN D EAVO U R  

TO OFFER F A B R IC S  OF Q U ALITY  IN 

DES IG N  A N D  TEXTURE.

Our Workroom is at your disposal for 

M A K IN G -U P  CU RTA INS, PELMETS, 

BED -C O VER IN G S, LO O SE COVERS, ETC.

RYLEY & HAMPSON LIMITED
82 KING WILLIAM STREET, 

BLACKBURN.
Telephone 53935.
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Cocktail Party at 
House of Lords

A  H O U S E  of Lo rd s  cocktail party w as attended by 
120 m em bers and gue sts  of the London  B ranch  in 
the C ho lom desley  Room  on Decem ber 5 last year at 
the invitation of Lord Woolley.

Unfortunately Lord Woolley 
was unable to attend because 
Lady Woolley was ill, but Lord 
Nugent of Guilford deputised 

The School was represented 
by the Headmaster, Mr. Doug
las J. Coulson.

23 attend 
Oxford

It was a most enjoyable 
evening, writes branch secre
tary Michael Stirrup (1960
65), the only disappointment 
being that the "booze " ran out 
before the end!

The committee was most 
grateful to Lord Woolley for 
the invitation and hoped that 
a similar function could be 
held there in the future.

But it was a different story 
for the annual meeting and 
dinner, arranged for March 14 
at the Regimental Room of the 
Naval and Military Club, Picca
dilly.

It was hoped that the good 
attendance at the cocktail 
party might be reflected at the 
meeting but there was such a 
poor response that the AGM  
had to be cancelled.

Michael says the reasons 
are not clear; ‘‘perhaps the 
date was inconvenient for 
many members, perhaps the 
venue was not liked, one can 
only hope that when a future 
date is arranged, the response 
will be better.

“ It is most disheartening 
when effort and money are 
spent, that the response is so 
poor. With costs rising so 
much and so quickly, it is be
coming more imperative that 
people do respond and con
tinue to support the branch 
with their subscriptions."

Michael asks members who 
have not received circulars 
and information from the Lon
don Branch in the last year, 
perhaps because of moving, to 
contact him at 129 Mayfield 
Road, Dagenham, Essex.

“ I think one area in which 
we fail is when Old Boys move 
to London after studying else
where. Many Old Boys prob
ably study elsewhere and 
either keep in touch with 
Blackburn or join a branch in 
the area of their studies.

"After having finished their 
studies, they move to London 
but do not get in touch with 
the London Branch. The 
greatest threat to the associa
tion is apathy."

Michael, who studied drama, 
is now working as linkman for 
BBC

Dinner
The Annual Dinner of the 

Oxford Branch of the Old 
Blackburnians' Association 
was held on Friday, Feb
ruary 28, 1975, at the East- 
gate Hotel, Merton Street, 
Oxford.

The event was organised 
by Mr. Chris Bamber who 
presided. Following the Loyal 
Toast, the chairman pro
posed the toast to the School 
to which the Headmaster 
briefly replied. Other spea
kers were Mr. N. Jepson, 
vice-chairman of the Gover
nors, and Mr. H. King. Be
fore dispersing to the bar 
several interesting and amus
ing anecdotes were ex
changed across the tables, 
which were thoroughly en
joyed by all.

Those present were: from 
the University —  C. Bamber, 
I. Tranter, R. Hargreaves, A. 
Walsh, H. H. Cook, P. Card
well, P. Ramage. R. K. Read, 
M. Walker, P. Mitchell, S. 
Atherton; from Blackburn —  
the Headmaster, Mr. N. Jep
son (vice-chairman of the 
Governors), Mr. E. C. Mars
den (Governor), Mr. R. 
Hunter (school bursar), Mr. 
H. King; others —  Mr. H. L. 
Schollick, Rev. T. L. Walsh, 
Rev. S. Birtwell, Mr. J. Lee, 
Mr. N. T. Holden, Mr. J. 
Fyles (former staff) Mr. T.
E. Sharratt.

H.K.

0  This year's dinner will be 
held at the Eastgate 
Hotel on October 24.

Theory Prize
Q E G S  sixth-former Ivor Bol

ton has passed the associate- 
ship of the Royal College of 
Organists, in which he was 
awarded the Sowerbutts prize 
for the highest marks in the 
theory section. He is studying 
music, maths, further maths 
and general studies at “A ” 
level.

M R . W A T S O N

MR. WATSON 
ENDS 

PRE-WAR 
LINK

Mr. K. L. Watson, who retires 
at the end of this term, has, 
apart from his war service, 
spent the whole of his teach
ing career at QEGS. He joined 
the staff in 1938 and is the 
only member of the present 
staff who taught at the School 
before the war.

Throughout his years in 
Blackburn, he has taught 
French and German at all 
levels and his special respon
sibility for the past 28 years 
has been the second year sixth 
A level and scholarship French 
set. His teaching has always 
been thorough, well-prepared 
and delivered and many pupils 
owe their liking of French and 
also German, and any success 
they may have achieved to his 
skilful but firm guidance.

For a quarter of a century 
he has been the librarian and 
the excellent state of the 
library today is, in no small 
measure due to his care. He 
organised it, he supervised its 
removals first to the Radcliffe 
Wing and later to Hartley 
House, its present location.

Many of his colleagues have 
reason to be grateful for the 
help and advice that he has 
always been ready to give for 
he is well-informed on many 
subjects. He has constantly 
tried to keep the staff up to 
date with the latest trends in 
education and allied topics by 
numerous cuttings he has 
pinned on the notice board.

He will be missed and the 
gap caused by his departure 
will be hard to fill. We all hope 
that his retirement will be a 
long and happy one and will 
afford him more time to devote 
to his many interests.

H.l.

Branches 
hold 

ladies 
evenings

The South Lancashire and 
Cheshire Branch of the Old 
Blackburnians’ Association 
held their Annual Ladies’ 
Evening on Friday, May 2, at 
the Bowdon Hotel, Bowdon, 
Cheshire. Amongst those 
attending were Mr. H. L. 
Schollick from Oxford and 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Wilkinson 
who have recently moved 
North. Mr. Wilkinson was an 
active member of the Lon
don Branch of the O.B.A.

Dr. Stanley Hindle wel
comed the guests and the 
chairman of Governors, Mr. 
W. Hare, replied.

The event was organised 
by the secretary of the 
Branch, Mr. Harold Rams
bottom.

The full list of those 
attending is: from Blackburn
—  Mr. and Mrs. W. Hare, 
Mr. and Mrs. D. J. Coulson, 
Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Kay; Mr.
H. King; from the branch —  
Mr. H. L. Schollick, Mr. and 
Mrs. C. Bainbridge, Mr. and 
Mrs. H. S. Liversedge, Mr. H. 
Bradley and guest, Mr. and 
Mrs. T. S. Hindle, Mr. and 
Mrs. H. S. Marsden, Dr. H. 
Morris and guest, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. C. Pearson, Mr. and 
Mrs. E. West, Mr. and Mrs. 
W. Holden, Mr. and Mrs. H. 
Wilkinson, Mr. and Mrs. E. 
W. Taylor, Mr. and Mrs. H. 
Ramsbottom.

H.K.

Yorkshire
The Yorkshire Old Black

burnians' Ladies' Evening 
was held on Friday, April 
25, 1975, at the Cairns
Hotel, Harrogate. The pro
ceedings were entirely infor
mal and as usual it was a 
most happy and enjoyable 
occasion.

Those present were the 
Headmaster, Harry King, Ron 
and Kathleen Hunter, Ken 
and Barbara Chadwick, 
Charles and Marjory Harvey, 
Bob and Noreen Mayer, Alec 
and Elizabeth McCarroll, 
Stephen and Celia Naisby 
David and Betty Riding, 
Peter and Dorrie Ronson, 
Guy and Tanya Shuttleworth, 
Keith and Carol Williams.

The event was organised 
by Mr. G. M. Shuttleworth, 
secretary of the Yorkshire 
Branch.

H.K.

•  A Ladies' Evening will be 
held at the Cairns Hotel, 
April 1976.
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Head is 
Norweb 
training 
officer

‘JOE’ IS A ROVING 
ROVERS FANATIC

NORW EB have appointed 
Alan Pomfret education and 
training officer for the board.

Mr. Pomfret's responsibility 
for all education and training 
includes supervision and con
trol of the board 's Daniel 
Training Centre at Chorley, 
where he had been head since 
its opening in 1970.

Before joining Norweb in 
1968, Mr. Pomfret held appoint
ments with the Royal Ordnance 
Factory, Blackburn, and the 
North Western Region of the 
Engineering Industry Training 
Board.

He is married with three 
children.

M anager of 

m otor agents
David W. Bell (1952-56) has 

been appointed general man
ager of Henlys motor agents' 
new branch in South Man
chester.

Mr. Bell, married with a son 
and daughter, has moved from 
Whalley to 38 Gleneagles 
Road, St. Anne’s Park, Cheadle, 
Cheshire.

A BLACKBURN Rovers sup
porter to rival Harry King is 
Bert Mercer, known to his 
friends as “Joe”.

Joe. who was at School 
from 1928 to 1931, attended 
most of the Rovers' home 
games to cheer them to the 
Third Division championship 
last season.

So what, you might say, 
Rovers' winning ways won 
back many fans in their suc- 
ces. Many Old Boys all over 
the country were able to 
hold up their heads again as 
they heard the results each 
Saturday.

But that’s just the point 
Joe lives, and owns a pub, 
in Cornwall! And he is not 
content to Just listen for the 
result, he has to be at Ewood 
Park to see for himself.

Every other Saturday, he 
can be seen nipping up the 
M6 in a round trip of 720 
miles from St. Minver, where 
his pub, the Four Ways Inn, 
is painted in blue and white 
and the doors, in blue and 
white halves.

Not only does Joe attend 
most of the home games, he 
also sees as many away 
matches south of Manchester 
as he can.

Accountant at 

paint firm
Chartered accountant Neil L. 

Chambers (1962-69) is group 
assistant financial accountant 
with Leyland Paint and Wall
paper Co. Ltd.

Formerly with Chartered 
Accountants J. R. Haworth and 
Co., of Accrington, Neil ob
tained the qualification A.C.A. 
after passing the final part two 
examination of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants in Eng
land and Wales.

School's new hall wins award
The School’s assembly hall and sports hall extension (see 

feature Magister 16) won Blackburn Civic Society 's industrial 
and commercial award for "a  powerful piece of architecture 
by an obviously good builder”.

The building was thus described by Lancashire County 
Architect Mr. Roger Booth, who presented the society's 
annual "Better Living" awards at the Saxon Inn, Blackburn, 
last year.

Mr. Ron Hunter, Q E G S 's  bursar, accepted a plaque, on 
behalf of the School, which was won jointly with C. Walker 
and Sons Ltd. for their steel stockholding factory at Guide.

M R. M E R C E R

He served in the Merchant 
Navy for some time after 
leaving School, then joined 
the RAF in 1935.

He was invalided out in 
1966 as Squadron-Leader 
with a bad leg injury.

It was just after the war 
that Joe topped his soccer 
travels with a flight from 
Berlin to London to see 
Rovers play Spurs at White 
Hart Lane.

So, if you are ever in 
Cornwall and want to have a 
chai about the Rovers, call 
in at the Four Ways, but 
make sure it's not a Satur
day!

Awarded Diplom a
Timothy Beavis (1957-61) 

has been awarded the Diploma 
in Housing Management and 
elected an associate member 
of the Institute of Housing 
Managers.

GEORGE IS G.B. 

ATHLETICS 

TEAM COACH

CH A IRM AN  of Blackburn Har
riers, George Kirby (1934-39) 
is to act as team coach to a 
Great Britain team this sum 
mer.

Mr. Kirby, AAA  Northern 
staff coach in the discus, has 
been actively involved with all 
branches of coaching for many 
years.

He has been invited by the 
British Amateur Athletic Board 
to be team coach for the 
France v Great Britain match 
next month.

National coach Wilf Paish 
will be coach in charge.

George, a fully qualified 
judge who has officiated at in
ternational matches and AAA 
championships, said: "Th is is 
a new policy for the board 
and I am obviously delighted 
to be one of the first appoint
ments.”

Manager of marketing
The newly - formed North

Western BP Marketing Ltd’s 
industrial manager is Old Boy 
Harry Wilkinson (1936-41).

Mr. Wilkinson entered the 
Royal Navy college at Dart
mouth from School and later 
served as an engineer officer 
in the Royal Navy and has 
been an active member of the 
Old Blackburnians London 
Branch for the past few years.

He is a chartered engineer; 
a member of the Institute of 
Mechanical Engineers and a 
member of the Institute of Fuel.

He joined BP  in 1958 and 
was formerly marketing man
ager for the South East. His 
new appointment takes him 
back North to Manchester. M R . W IL K IN S O N
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B A C K  TO SCH O O L A S  CH IEF  G UEST
CHIEF GUEST at the School Speech Day on Thursday, May 8, 
was Old Boy and Chief Executive Officer of Hampshire, Keith 
Robinson (1931-38).

Mr. William Hare, chairman of the governors, introduced 
Mr. Robinson and said about him: “He took his degree at 
Manchester University. During the war, he was a navigator 
with the RAF and a squadron leader.

“His step-father was a former town clerk of Blackburn and 
no doubt he used his powers of persuasion to induce Keith 
to enter local government services so effectively that Mr. 
Robinson became town clerk of Stoke-on-Trent in 1966 and 
was appointed chief executive officer of Hampshire in 1974.” 

Mr. Robinson was featured in "Town Hall Round-up” in 
Magister 18. He was appointed junior assistant solicitor in

Blackburn in 1947, moved to Bristol in the same capacity and 
was second senior solicitor for four years until he was 
appointed senior assistant in 1953.

Mr. Hare said: “Mr. Robinson has touched life at many 
points. He is a keen cricketer and was captain of School 
cricket with Mr. Fred Bury as vice-captain— so he could count 
the overs. Mr. Robinson has played with the East Lancashire 
Club when he was in Blackburn.

“We are particularly happy to welcome him back to his old 
school to present the prizes and I hope that what he sees and 
hears today will meet with his approval.”

The full text of Mr. Hare's speech appears below. It was 
an important speech in that the School Governors had just 
decided to go independent

QEGS fees may be £550
A  M E M B E R  of my gove rn 
ing body has exp ressed  
better than I can, the 
basic  princip les which 
have led us to com e to 
the dec ision  to g o  inde
pendent. T hese  are as 
follows:

We believe that comprehen
sive education is both socially 
divisive and can be education
ally inferior to our own, so to 
accept any incorporation into 
such a system would be a be
trayal of the principles which 
have benefited Blackburn boys 
for over four centuries, and 
which should be available for 
their successors, and so the 
Governing Body decided that 
Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar 
School shall become an inde
pendent school until such time 
as the present Government’s 
tragic and politically preju
diced decision to phase out 
direct grant schools is re
versed or an acceptable alter
native is available.

U N A N IM O U S

At the Governors’ meeting 
to take this decision, all the 
Governors present unanimously 
decided to take this step, and 
indeed they could contemplate 
no other decision, in order that 
the School should continue to 
maintain the high academic 
star.dard that it enjoys at the 
present, and to seek, by close 
association with the Lanca
shire Education Authority and

a year
elsewhere, to develop and 
extend the educational facility 
that the School provides, in 
order that Queen Elizabeth's 
shall remain a school of first 
rate quality and distinction.

B U D G E T IN G
There have been many spec

ulations, particularly in the 
Press, about the future econ
omic status of the School. I 
would be a very foolish chair
man if I attempted to quantify 
what the future fees at Queen 
Elizabeth's may become.

We do not yet know whether 
the Lancashire Education Auth
ority will continue to take up 
places at Queen Elizabeth's, 
but the Secretary of State 
announced in the House of 
Commons on the 7th April last 
that such Authorities will be 
free to continue to take up 
places in independent schools.
I hope that the Lancashire 
Authority will continue to do 
this for the foreseeable future 
and this will make a consider
able difference to our financial 
budgeting, because we shall 
know what the maximum num
ber of boys will be coming 
through to the School in Sep
tember of each year. We shall 
of course work out precise 
figures and by the time boys

are wishing to enter this 
School for the September 1976 
entry, we shall give them a 
clear indication as to the level 
of fees they will be expected 
to pay.

This however I can say, that 
in the main school, the fees at 
the moment, which we have 
asked for, but have yet to be 
confirmed by the Department 
of Education, are £432 a year. 
If the direct grant was with
drawn today, and we got no 
support whatever from the 
Government, in any way, the 
fees should not increase by 
more than £120. This figure of 
course is based on the cur 
rent estimates of expenditure, 
and I cannot guarantee that 
costs will not escalate above 
a reasonable percentage in the 
near future, and if these esca
lations happen, it will make a 
difference to the arithmetic.

The junior school fees now 
charted at £418 may not need 
as large an increase as the 
main school.

C O N F ID E N C E
In assessing the whole situa

tion, the Governors had to 
make an act of faith. We must 
have the confidence to expect 
that not only will people con
tinue to send boys into this 
school, so long as the fees 
remain reasonable, in propor
tion to their income, and also 
in coming to our decision, we 
have to have the confidence 
that this present state of 
affairs, where the dice is

loaded so much against the 
direct grant schools, will not 
continue for ever. Some day, 
somehow, the people in auth
ority will see the error of their 
ways. They will say in abolish
ing the direct grant schools, 
the only thing they are doing 
is giving a diluted standard of 
education to the children of 
this country at a highly inflated 
cost. What is more tragic, that 
in our present economic cir
cumstances, than the Govern
ment’s refusal to accept a con
tribution from parents towards 
their children’s education, just 
because the type of education 
we provide is mainly geared 
towards the pupil who can 
best take advantage of an 
academic education.

D IS C IP L IN E
We at Queen Elizabeth's do 

not contend that the giving of 
this academic education is the 
sole purpose of our existence, 
indeed we have always said 
that we also provide a pattern 
of education for boys at this 
School, for a limited period of 
general education, for those 
who ultimately wish to take up 
a craft or trade.

We are selling a form of 
discipline which it is becoming 
apparent is not available else
where. We are selling a pat
tern of behaviour which is not 
available in many of the State 
maintained schools. We are 
selling a tradition which we 
think ought not to be aban
doned.
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QEGS goes co-educational
BUT ONLY IN THE SIXTH

Q E G S  is  to  g o  co-ed. 
But, before you are 
roused  to  reach fo r  a 
pen to  fo rm  an O ld  
B o y s ' liberation grou p  
—  it w ill be lim ited to  
the s ix th  form , w h ich  
h as at p resen t 220 
boys.

The governors, a fter 
m o n th s  o f de libera
tion, decided to  a llo w  
in a num ber o f " s u i t 
ably  q u a lif ie d " g ir ls. 
The H eadm aste r M r. 
D. J. C o u lso n  sa y s  
about 15 have applied  
fo r  in terview s. P laces  
w ill be dependent on 
'O ' level su c c e s se s  
and re su lts  w ill be 
kn o w n  at the end o f  
A u gu st.

M a n y  o f the g ir ls  
w h o se  paren ts ap p 
lied fo r  p laces are 
either s is te r s  o f b o y s  
already at the sch o o l 
or have recently  
m oved into  the d is 

tr ic t and w a n t to  
carry on their g ra m 
m ar sch o o l education.

"Q u e e n  E lizabeth 's  
has a go o d  reputation  
fo r  its  s ix th -fo rm  
w o rk  and parents  
w anted  the be st for  
their d a u g h te rs ,"  sa y s  
M r. C ou lson . "W e  are 
not lo o k in g  fo r  entries 
in to  the six th -fo rm ,  
but if w e  are able to  
help, then w h y  n o t ? "

P re ssu re  h a s been 
bu ild ing  up fo r  a w h ile  
from  paren ts w h o se  
c h i l d r e n  a r e  a t  
o t h e r  g r a m m a r  
sc h o o ls  in the d is tr ic t  
w h o se  future  is  u n 
certain  due to  the a b o 
lition o f the d irect 
grant.

T h e  g o v e r n o r s

th o u gh t abou t the  
m ove fo r  a w h ile  
before  m ak in g  the de 
cision . L im iting  g ir ls  
to  the six th  fo rm  d oe s  
not contravene the  
S e x  D i s c r im in a t io n  
Act.

T h e  H e a d m a s t e r  
sa id : " I  can see no  
d iff icu lt ie s  in th is  
venture. The  boys  
sh ou ld  take  it in their 
stride, I can see no  
reaction  fro m  th e m ."

Bu t g ir ls  in the six th  
fo rm  w ill be no th in g  
new  to  the b o y s be 
cause  a fe w  g ir ls  from  
W e sth o lm e  have been 
learn ing G erm an fo r  a 
w hile. "T h e  go ve rn o rs  
on ly  m ade the d ec i
s io n  after a great deal 
of d is c u ss io n  w ith

W e sth o lm e ,"
"T h e  g ir ls  w ere  c o n 

sc ie n tio u s  and h ard 
w o rk in g . They m ay  
put the b o y s on their 
m ettle ."

"T h e  b o y s w ill p ro b 
ably take  the v iew :  
W h y  sh o u ld n 't  the  
g ir ls  have the sam e  
ch an ce s."

" T h e  c u r r ic u lu m  
w ill not be altered. 
G ir ls  w ill com e to  the 
Sch o o l prim arily  for  
academ ic  purposes, 
so  sp o r ts  w ill not be a 
problem . They are 
hop ing  to  fo llo w  p ro 
fe ss io n a l careers and  
are therefore  co m in g  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
co u rse s  w e  already  
offer, so  there is  no  
need to  ch a n ge ," sa id  
M r. C ou lson .

"T h e  g ir ls  are at 
liberty to  take  advan 
tage  o f the m any le i
sure  fa c ilit ie s ."



M A G I S T E R  Page 2

T O P  C L A S S  F A B R I C S

IT IS  O UR C O N ST AN T  EN DEAVO U R  

TO OFFER F A B R IC S  OF Q U ALITY  IN 

DES IG N  A N D  TEXTURE.

Our Workroom is at your disposal for 

M A K IN G -U P  CU RTA INS, PELMETS, 

B ED -C O VER IN G S, LO O SE COVERS, ETC.

RYLEY & HAMPSON LIMITED
82 KING WILLIAM STREET, 

BLACKBURN.
Telephone 53935.

PROCTER’S
for

TELEV IS ION
C O L O U R  BLA CK  & W H ITE

REN T  O R  BU Y  

R A D IO  H I-F I G R A M S  

A LL  ELE C T R IC A L  A P P L IA N C E S

Choose from the best 

All with service that's proved

PROCTER’S
14-16 AINSWORTH STREET, BLACKBURN 

Telephone 55336.

PETER JOLLEY
M r  Peter Jo lle y  died in Singapore last October, aged 

45. He had been headmaster of the Singapore Inter
national School for less than a year.

Mr Jolley, at School from 1941

D eputy  
head 
dies 

at 6 3

to 1947, was the first head
master of Pleckgate Compre
hensive School, Blackburn, in 
1968.

He left for Singapore in Jan 
uary 1975 to take over a com
prehensive school with 1,200 
pupils.

M r  Jolley

He obtained a BSc from M an 
chester University after leaving 
QEGS, then returned to teach 
at School for four years.

He moved to the Duke of York 
Militiary School, Dover and was 
then appointed Director of 
Studies at the International 
Atlantic College, West Gla
morgan.

He leaves a wife, Nancy and 
three daughters.

The Provost of Blackburn, the 
Very Rev Lawrence Jackson 
conducted a service in his mem
ory at Blackburn Cathedral in 
January

Mr Tom Taylor gave an 
address. Prayers and thanks
giving were led by the Rev
G. J. Cook, a former minister of 
Mr Jolley's church, Four Lane 
Ends, and Mr D. B. Sutcliffe, 
head of Atlantic College.

Retired teacher M r  Eric  

T atte rsa ll T h o m p so n
died in December aged 63.

He was former deputy head
master at Billinge School, Black
burn, from 1949 until 1967.

He gained a BSc from London 
after leaving School. He attended 
King s College and Westminster 
College and obtained an associ- 
ateship of King's College.

He returned to Blackburn and 
began teaching at St. Luke's 
school. Two years later, he 
became senior science master 
at the old Cathedral school.

He spent the war in the oper
ations department of the Chemi
cal Warfare Establishment, and 
was appointed head of the 
science department when Black
burn Technical High School 
opened in 1945. He became 
deputy head four years later.

He was a visiting lecturer 
specialising in organic chemistry 
and semi-micro analysis from 
1945 to 1960 and wrote a lab
oratory manual about it.

He leaves a wife Hannah and a 
daughter.

ALLAN ORMEROD
Former director of Blackburn 

Looms Company M r. Allan  
Ormerod (1904-09) died in 
Colwyn Bay in November after 
a short illness. He was 84.

Mr Ormerod, a widower, was 
the brother of Old Blackburnians 
Association's former president

Sir Benjamin Ormerod, 
died in September 1974.

who

Mr Ormerod served with the 
Fourth East Lancashire Regi
ment in the first world war and 
moved to North Wales 30 years 
ago.
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Obituary

GEORGE ARMISTEAD
M r  G eorge  A rm istead , a life-long friend of the 

writer, died suddenly at his home in Mellor on 23rd 
1975, aged 62.

He came to QEG S in 1924 
and then proceeded to Chelten
ham College where he qualified 
as a teacher.

George Armistead was an 
outstanding, highly respected 
and dedicated schoolmaster, 
meticulous in all he undertook 
and setting the highest standards 
of conduct and achievement. 
During the war he served in the 
RAF and his first headship was 
at St. Stephen's C.E. Junior 
School, Little Harwood, Subse
quently he was appointed the 
first headmaster of Longshaw 
Junior School, a position he 
held for 23 years up to his retire
ment owing to ill-health, in 1973.

Throughout his life he was 
keenly interested in sport, partic
ularly amongst the children. In 
his younger days he played 
football for the 1st XI at QEGS, 
then with the Old Blackburnians' 
and had spells with Darwen FC 
and Northern Nomads. He was 
also a staunch supporter of 
Blackburn Rovers.

He was a former president of 
Blackburn Teachers' Associ
ation, a former chairman and 
treasurer of Lancashire Schools' 
Athletic Association and a past 
president of Blackburn West

M r Arm istead

Rotary Club and a past governor 
of Rotary District 119.

His abiding interest was music. 
He was a talented pianist and 
singer and this not only gave 
him much pleasure but also 
brought great enjoyment to many 
of his friends. He was a former 
member of the Cathedral Choir 
and a member of the Cathedral 
Old Choristers' Association.

George Armistead will be 
sadly missed for his integrity, 
warm personality and cheerful 
friendliness. We extend to his 
wife, his two daughters and their 
families our sincere sympathy.

H.K.

FRANK J. JONES
Chairman and managing director of Jones Textilaties 

Ltd. M r  Frank J. J o n e s  (1918-27) died suddenly at his 
home. Sm ithy Close, Brindle, in November.

He was 66 and had spent 48 
years with the company, be
coming managing director in 
1950 and chairman 10 years 
later.

The 105-year-old textile 
machinery and equipment and 
woodworking firm was founded 
by his grandfather.

Mr Jones had been secretary 
of Blackburn Rotary Club for 
many years and was also a 
member of the Lancaster Boat 
Club and the Inland Waterways 
Association.

He worked in the management 
of Blackburn Ragged School, 
served on Blackburn District 
Council and actively involved 
in social work.

Mr Jones leaves a wife, 
Dorothy and two sons. A 
funeral service was held at 
Brindle Parish Church, prior to 
cremation at Pleasington Cem
etery.

DR JACK LEACH
Dr. Jack  Leach (1932

37) died at his Whittle-le-Woods 
home in December. He was 52.

He had been in practice with 
his wife Dr Sylvia Leach in 
Whittle-le-Woods for some 
years. He also leaves four sons.

and also
Jam es Kenyon Hoyle

(1924-27) on July 16, 1975.

T R A V E L  A G E N T S  
T O U R S  B Y  A IR  A N D tCO A C H  
A G E N T S  FOR L E A D IN G  

T O U R  C O M P A N IE S

J. & F. ASPDEN
( B l a c k b u r n )  Ltd

T r a v e l  S e r v i c e s

3 Park Road, 23 Railway Road,

Blackburn, Lancs. Darwen, Lancs.

Telephone 52323 Telephone 71127

QEGS CHOICE FOR TRAVEL

D. B. Hollen & Co.
Auctioneers, Valuers, Land and Estate Agents

47 Preston New Road 
Blackburn BB2 6AE 
Tel. 53211 (2 lines)

District Agents for 

West Yorkshire Building Societies



£  A B O V E :  A  general 
v iew  o f H ornc liffe  and  
the new  extensions.

§  L E F T : One o f the  
new  c la ssro o m s.

#  O P P O S IT E  P A G E :  
A B O V E :  M r  J o se p h  N. 
P re st open s the new  
bu ild ing  w ith  the Very  
Rev. Law rence  J ack so n ,  
the P ro vo s t o f B la c k 
burn and a Sch o o l G o v 
ernor, left, and the  
H e a d m a s t e r  M r  
D o u g la s  J. C ou lson ,  
right.

0  C E N T R E :  The H e ad 
m aste r o f H ornc liffe  M r  
Derek Holt.

%  B E L O W : The new
library.



Ju n io r school b lock is last build ing

EXTENSION OPENEDI £115,000

THE £115,000 Horncliffe ex
tension w as opened with the 
unveiling of a plaque by M r 
Joseph N. Prest, chairman of the 
Schoo l's  appeals committee, last 
summer.

The two-storey extension, linked to the 
old Horncliffe building, is the last major 
building project to be undertaken at 
School for many years. It marks the 
culmination of 20 years of development 
which should see the School properly 
prepared to meet the challenges of the 
next two decades.

The new block includes six classrooms, 
including two on the ground floor and 
four on the first floor. The old building, 
formerly a house, has been redisigned to 
accommodate a music room, a library, 
science and art rooms.

It took Blackburn builders William 
Livesey and Sons less than a year to 
complete the extension, built partly on 
steel stilts because of the steep slope. 
It includes a small car park beneath.

New equipment, costing £2,500, in
cludes £150 of audio machines and
50 new desks at £15 each. But the same 
tried and tested teaching methods 
remain, says Mr Derek Holt, headmaster 
of Horncliffe.

When he took over as headmaster in 
1958, there were 98 boys in four classes. 
Now  there is a full-time staff of five for 
125 boys, aged between eight and 11, 
in five classes.

The new building was completed five 
years after the major assembly hall 
scheme in the bottom quad which cost 
£120,000. Other big developments at 
School in the past two decades have 
included the Holden laboratories, opened 
in 1958 and the biology labs, and four 
classrooms of Ormerod House, named

pro jec t
after Sir Benjamin Ormerod, former 
president of the Old Blackburnians 
Association, who died in September 
1974.

Ormerod House cost £46,000 and was 
opened in 1965. A remodelling of the 
old wood huts in the top quad and the 
new sixth-form centre opened in 1972, 
have been other innovations at West 
Park Road in the past few years.

The total cost of these developments 
is £350,000, raised by contributions 
from parents, old boys and industrialists. 
The Horncliffe appeal included a £25,000 
donation from the Harold Bridges 
Foundation.

Almost all the available space has 
now been used at School since the 
move to West Park Road in 1882 
from Bull Meadow, Freckleton Street, 
near St. Peters church, following a 
strongly critical report by the Schools 
Inquiry Commission.

Land was bought in West Park Road 
for £2,808 and included a house over
looking Corporation Park which was 
used as the headmaster's residence. The 
school premises were built for £950 and 
contained Big School as the assembly 
hall, two classrooms, a dining hall and 
another room intended as a boarders' 
dormitory.

A private house was bought in 1925 
to house the junior school and be known 
as Horncliffe. Shortly afterwards, Hartley 
House was bought to be used by the arts 
sixth forms.

In 1953, a two-storey block of eight 
classrooms were built next to Hartley 
House, to be followed five years later by 
the monumental science labroatories.
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FO RM ER  QEG S head boy 
Peter Slater is off to study in the 
United States in September.

He won an English Speaking 
Union scholarship which allows 
him free residence and study at a 
top American college.

He follows old boy Simon Lea, 
who gained a similar award last 
year to a school in Connecticut.

Peter is to go to Cambridge 
School, near Boston, M assa
chusetts, for a year to study 
American arts and literature.

♦  *  *
Sixth - formers Christopher 

Cooke and Philip Bell won RAF 
special flying awards which 
give them 30 hours flying tuition.

The award is designed for 
pupils at schools without an air 
training corps, and the boys

faced a rigorous three-day sel
ection at Biggin Hill.

Both have now gained a 
private pilot's licence. Christo
pher wants to take a civil air
lines course when he leaves 
school and Philip wants to join 
the RAF.

♦  *  *
Blackburn Cathedral organist 

Mr John Bertalot described 
QEGS sixth-form student Ivor 
Bolton as "one of the most 
talented students I have ever 
had."

Ivor gave an organ recital at 
the Cathedral in September and 
was the youngest person to have 
had that honour.

He has been awarded an 
open organ scholarship to Clare 
College, Cambridge.

SC H O O L N E W S

G E O R G E  C A L V E R T

^  H ig h  class decorator Q

Decorating Contractor to 
Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School

Full range of Exclusive Designs

ALSO LARGE SELECTION OF 
HAND PRINTED WALLPAPERS

All work personally supervised :: Estimates with pleasure

Sales and Showroom : 

182 SHEAR BROW 

BLACKBURN

R esidence: 
‘WILLOW HOUSE’ 

MELLOR LANE, MELLOR 
BLACKBURN

Phone Mellor 2391

Tribute 
to Harry 
King
Headm aster's 
Speech (cont. from  
back page).

Both our 1st XI cricketers 
and footballers are now in a 
"rebuilding period", but John 
Swanney played cricket for 
the Lancashire Senior Schools 
Under 19 X I; for the Lanca
shire Cricket Federation, and 
was also chosen as 12th man 
for the Lancashire County X I ; 
and our Under 15 and Under 
13 teams were each top of 
their respective Blackburn 
Schools Leagues, while Paul 
Moore toured with the English 
Public Schools Football XI 
in the Easter holidays.

Our Badminton team has 
had a splendid season and 
won the Lancashire Schools 
Senior Knockout Competition, 
and our captain David Gibson, 
is the Lancashire Schools 
Under 18 Singles Champion 
and also with, his partner, 
Lancashire Schools Mixed 
Doubles Champion.

Those of you whose sons 
have taken part in our School 
play; in our Musical Evening 
and the splendid concert a 
fortnight ago in the Cathedral; 
in our Art and Craft Clubs 
activities, in our Carol Service, 
our visits to France, Germany 
and Italy; and particularly in 
our Community Service work 
will not need me to emphasise 
how much is done here to 
provide as many opportunities 
as possible for boys to widen 
their horizons and extend the 
range of their interests. May I 
say a word or two, especially, 
about the concern of boys at 
all levels of the School for 
those who may be in less 
fortunate circumstances.

The Community Service 
Committee has gathered to
gether, by its collections and 
other efforts, money to buy 
coal during the winter for the 
elderly, and food for those in 
need at Christmas. It has sent 
money to the victims of the 
Guatemalan Earthquake D is
aster; has decorated an old 
lady's home by voluntary eve
ning work; has again enter
tained the Blackburn D is
abled Group at a concert in 
Big School, and, in just over 
two years, in 4 sponsored 
swims, boys have raised over 
£2,000 for charity.

These are not matters about 
which we boast, or for which 
we seek any general publicity, 
but they are part of our corp
orate life of which I think 
parents should be made 
aware.

And I want, at this point, to 
pay tribute to the total and 
unqualified help and support 
that we at School enjoy from 
our parents. Their interest in 
all that goes on is abundantly 
clear —  and greatly encour
aging —  in so many ways: in 
the attendance at concerts, 
Parents Evenings and Cath
edral Services, and in the 
magnificent way in which 
they have responded to our 
recent Appeals for our various 
building projects. The latest
—  the Horncliffe scheme —  
is now complete, and I hope 
that you will all go across and 
inspect this very fine Junior 
School during the course of 
the afternoon.

The teaching staff, of 
course, play a leading role in 
all this diversity of achieve
ment. And if this is a leading 
northern school —  as I believe 
it is —  it is so, largely because 
of their complete involvement 
in, and commitment to, the 
life and work of the School, 
and I should like to place on 
record the appreciation of us 
all for all that they do and do 
so well. And no man more so 
than our Senior Science 
Master, Mr. Harry King.

This is not Mr. King's last 
term with us; but it is his last 
Speech Day, for he is retiring 
at Christmas, and I would like 
to try to express to him some
thing of our thanks and app
reciation for all that he has 
given to us over his many 
years as a member of our Staff. 
He came to us, as a boy, in 
1923 and, after National Ser
vice with I.C.I. from 1940-44, 
returned to Queen Elizabeth's 
as a teacher of Chemistry in
1945. Since then, there is no 
sphere of school life which he 
has not both touched and ad
orned.

He is, of course, a stimu
lating teacher; but he has also 
devoted his lively energies to 
his House; to School Football 
(as well as to the football of 
a well-known town team); 
to the organisation of Speech 
Days; Cathedral Services; 
Royal visits; the Science De
partment; Old Boys functions 
and to many other things be
sides.

But above all, Harry King is, 
to me, the model and pattern 
of the very best kind of 
schoolmaster —  first and fore

continued on page 10



H ow ard  N igh t in ga le  (pictured left) has a predilection 
for Chinese meals -  which is just as well, for Howard 
is to study in Peking.

He has been awarded a He will start in Peking with
British Council Scholarship to 
study at the Foreign Languages 
Institute for 10 months.

Only 15 scholarships were 
awarded, so it was quite an 
achievement for Howard, 22, of 
Whalley Old Road, Blackburn.

But then Howard is used to 
achievements. He was the first 
British student to graduate in 
Chinese and linguistics phone
tics at Leeds University.

He will now be able to study 
the Chinese language, history, 
literature and politics at first hand 
—  and sample the speciality 
dishes.

He should build up an appetite 
for food early on too, for he will 
be expected to rise at six in the 
morning for excercises I

Howard has often had a bit 
of fun at Chinese restaurants in 
Yorkshire by ordering the meal 
in Chinese, much to the delight 
and amazement, and often 
amusement, of the waiters.

Howard took up Chinese at 
university because he wanted to 
do "something out of the 
orindary" after gaining A ' levels 
in French and German.

Brian goes Dutch
One could say Brian M o ly -  

neux's future is a bit flat —  
one could say that, but it 
w ould be a bad pun for Brian 
is currently w ork ing in 
Holland.

Brian, m anager of the w ire  
department at M ullards, 
Blackburn, left for E ind
hoven in January w ith  his 
w ife Joan  and daughter 
A lison  to gain  further ex
perience in w ire m anu
facturing.

He is touring factories 
owned by Philips in and 
in and around Eindhoven 
and w ill return in October.

He says  that Philips is an 
international organ isation  
and likes its  sta ff to w ork at 
various centres. Eindhoven  
is  the headquarters o f the 
group.

He has been to Eindhoven  
several tim es during h is 23 
years at M u lla rd s  but has 
never had much time for  
sightseeing. " I  shall have 
more time to see the country  
th is tim e," he said.

Brian (1941-47) did not 
speak Dutch, but he w as  
given an intensive course in 
the language when he 
arrived Goed bezoek Brian !

five friends from Leeds, who 
have also been granted scholar
ships, in October.

Howard is already a seasoned 
traveller having hitch-hiked 
across Canada and North Africa, 
visited Scandinavia, most of 
Europe and Morocco, and 
worked during two summer 
vacations in Germany.

Lecturing 
on Island of 

the Sw an

Island of the Sw an is 
an appropriate place you 
might think for a lecturer 
in animal production.

But that is just where Denis  
Fielding (1956-62) is working 
at the University of Mauritius.

He was recruited by the 
Ministry of Overseas Develop
ment, which administers aid to 
developing countries.

He left Q EG S for Newcastle 
and Reading Universities, then 
taught agricultural science at a 
secondary school in Sierra 
Leone.

He was lecturing in animal 
production at the North of 
Scotland College of Agriculture. 
Aberdeen, before the move to 
Mauritius, known as Island of 
the Swan.

Thanks
The Editor of Magister wishes 

to thank the Editors of the Lanca
shire Evening Telegraph and the 
Blackburn Times for their per
mission to reproduce pictures 
from those newspapers in this 
issue.

A M B IT IO N  IS  
FULFILLED

When Mr. Robert Koczot
(1963-64) played the organ in 
King George's Hall, Blackburn, 
last summer, he was fulfilling 
an ambition he has had since 
studying music.

Robert was not taught music 
at Queen Elizabeth's. It wasn't 
until he emigrated to Canada 
11 years ago that he began to 
study it, but even then, he did 
not take lessons at school.

Now  he is studying micro
biology at Waterloo University, 
Belleville, Ontario. His ambition 
to play at King George's was 
set-off by happy memories of 
singing there in carol concerts 
while at School.

PEKING POSTING 
FOR STUDENT 

OF CHINESE
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A S S O C I A T I O N  M A K E S  A  P R O F IT
The forty-seventh annual 

meeting of the Old B lack
burnians’ Association was 
held at the Old Black’s 
pavilion, Lammack, on 
November 25. Chairman 
M r Harold Burrows and 18 
members were present.

Two committee meetings had 
been held during the year. No 
social sub-committee was elec
ted because of the apparent lack 
of interest in this field.

Secretary Mr David Forbes 
said that the 1974 annual dinner 
had been its usual success and

had managed to show a small 
profit. He mentioned that Mr 
Harry King, who organised the 
dinner every year, had to be 
particularly commended that 
time because he was recovering 
from another operation.

The treasurer Mr Fred Bury 
reported a profit of £24.61, 
explained the accounts and 
made particular reference to 
Magister s ever increasing cost. 
But Mr Bury considered Magister 
was still a valuable source of 
revenue in that it obtained 
new members and encouraged 
others to pay their subscriptions.

He reported that the Associ
ation had between £700 and 
£800 available for investment 
and it was agreed to make an 
interest-free loan to the School 
on condition that it would be 
payable on demand.

The following officers were 
elected:

President: Mr Jack Hindle was 
unanimously elected; Chairman : 
Mr H. Burrows was unanimously 
re-elected; Vice Chairman: Mr 
T. Hindle was unanimously re
elected; Secretary: Mr D. I 
Forbes was unanimously re
elected; Treasurer: Mr F Bury

was unanimously re-elected; 
Auditors: Messrs W. Hare and 
K. H. Marsden were unani
mously re-elected; Committee: 
The whole of the committee was 
re-elected on block as follows: 
Messrs. G. Birtwistle, B. Brown,
D. J. Coulson, J. Duckworth, 
W. K. Forbes, E. G. Hunt, 
N. Jepson, F. J. Jones, H. King, 
J. King, E. C. Marsden, I. D. 
Newton, K. V. Newton, P. T. 
Pearson, W. H. Procter, J. S. 
Read, T. Riley, J. E. Sagar, 
T. E. Sharratt, R. Smethurst, 
J. Warner and E. Wilkinson.

O LD  B L A C K B U R N IA N S ' A S S O C IA T IO N  

S T A T E M E N T  OF A C C O U N T S  FO R  T H E  Y E A R  E N D E D  31st JU LY , 1975 

IN C O M E  A N D  E X P E N D IT U R E  A C C O U N T

£ P
General Expenses 
Postages .. ..
Magazines .. ..
Magister .. ..
Corporation Tax 
Balance and Profit 
Accumulated Fund

£ P 
118 .00
46.00  

9 .00
457.00

18.00

25.00

£ P
Subscriptions 1974/75 .................
Released from Life Membership Fund 
Interest on Investments (less tax) 
Blackburn Savings Bank Interest
War Memorial Ground R e n t ...........
Profit on Annual Dinner.............

£ P
507.00  

26.00  
83.00  
21 .00 

5 .00  
31 .00

£ 673.00 £ 673.00

Life M em bersh ip  Fund £ P
Balance at 1.8.74............................  2399.00
A d d it io n s ....................................  475.00

2874.00
D e le t io n s .................................... 26.00

War Memorial Fund........................  1208.00
Creditors: Printer ........................

Inland R e v e n u e .............
Accum ulated Fund ...................
Profit at 1.8.74...............................  430 .00
Profit on 1974/75 ........................  25.00

B A L A N C E  S H E E T

£ P

2848.00

444.00  
19.00

455.00

Lammack Ground at cost less sales .. 
Investm ents: 4 %  Consols

(Market value £ 225 )..

8 i%  Barclay's Bank Stock 
(Market value £ 57 6 ).. 

British Electric 3 i%  Gtd. Stock 78/79 
(Market value £ 3 1 5 )..

Loan to Q.E.G. S c h o o l ...................
Cash  at Banks ........................
Lloyds Bank Ltd.............................
Blackburn Savings Bank .............

Cash  in Hand ........................

£ p £ p 
1208.00

1161 .00 

583.00

310.00
819.00

282 .00  
500.00

1129 .00  
1 1 1 .00

£4974.00  £4974.00

Honorary A ud ito rs ' Report
We hereby certify that we have examined the Accounts of the Old Blackburnians' Association as above set forth, together 

with the books, and vouchers relating thereto. In our opinion they represent a true and correct record of the transactions of 
the Association during the year ended 31st July, 1975.

(Signed) KENNETH H. M A R SD E N , F.C.A 
20 November, 1975 W ILL IA M  HARE, F.C.A.
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LAKES GIVE INSPIRATION FOR
ART 

SHOW
M A G IS T E R  Editor Jo h n

Those who remember G raham  
Bond (1959-65) conducting 
the School orchestrain a summer 
concert, will not be surprised 
that he has been appointed 
musical director and principal 
conductor of the London Royal 
Festival Ballet.

director
Graham, who was at School 

from 1959 to 1965, studied at 
the Royal College of Music and 
plays five instruments.

He was chosen from more than 
100 world-wide applicants for

the final of young conductor 
competition organised in associ
ation with the London Sym 
phony orchestra last year.

A versatile musician, he has 
been assistant conductor with 
the Festival Ballet for the last 
five years.

He was organist at St. Jude's 
Church, Blackburn, before
moving to London and was a 
member of the Lancashire
County Youth Orchestra while 
at School.

D u ck w o rth  has been 

offered his first one-man 
exhibition of paintings in 

Edinburgh.
The exhibition, of about 30 

paintings, will be held later this 
year at the Carlton Galleries.

John, 28, spent six months 
painting and sketching in the 
Lake District two years ago and 
most of the paintings date from 
this period.

The works include portraits 
and still-lifes but are mostly 
landscapes.

He was commissioned to 
execute a painting of the School 
by the Carlton Gallery, North- 
gate, Blackburn. (See insert 
page).

John was at School from 1959 
to 1965. "I found several 
sketches I had made of the 
School while in the sixth form 
and these helped me consider
ably,” he said.

"I chose the South entrance 
because most Old Boys will 
immediately recognise it. The 
door is used by everyone in the 
school at sometime during the 
day and the column was aes
thetically pleasing to complete 
the picture.

"W ith the new science block 
to the south, this area is pretty 
central in the School and that's 
what I wanted to portray, the 
main artery at the centre of 
things."

John is retiring as Magister 
editor after this issue because 
of pressure of work.

He took over from Mr Tom 
Sharratt five years ago and this 
issue is his sixth as editor.

"The job has been hard work 
but rewarding. It’s worthwhile 
and absorbing and it has given 
me satisfaction to know that 
there has been something I could 
do to help the School," said 
John.

Agency M anager
P. R oscoe  (1940-46) App 
ointed Manager of the Training 
Services Agency (part of the 
Government’s Manpower Ser
vices Commission) at Burnley.

RED ROSE AT YORK
D A V ID  R ID IN G  sporting a red rose deep in the heart of 

Yorksh ire  at the annual O B A  Yorksh ire  branch Ladies 
Evening.

But the date w as April 23, S t  G eorge 's  Day, and David  
w as com m em orating Eng land 's  patron saint rather than 
carrying the Lancashire " f l a g "  a c ro ss  the border.

The dinner and dance w as  held at the Cairn Hotel, Harro
gate, and those present were:

Eric and Jean Beaumont, D ou gla s  Coulson, Charles and 
M argery  Harvey, G eo ff and Kathleen Haw orth, Ron and 
Kathleen Hunter, Harry and M argare t King, Ray and Jean  
M atthew s, Bob and Noreen M ayo, Stephen and Ceila 
Nairsby, David and Betty Riding, Peter and Dorne Ranson, 
Guy and Tanya Shuttleworth.

John Duckw orth  w ith one o f h is paintings

C o n d u c to r  is appointed musical

Graham  Bond
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Headmaster's 
Speech Day 
Address (cont. 
from page 6)

most a Christian, kind and 
understanding, loyal and com 
pletely devoted to the School 
and all that it stands for, and 
when he retires in December, 
the School will be much the 
poorer for his going. To him, 
today, we offer our warm
hearted thanks for the privi
lege of having him as a coll
eague and friend, and to 
Margaret his wife and to Harry 
we wish a long and happy 
retirement in their home at 
Mellor.

May I also record the 
thanks and gratitude of us all 
to two other groups of people. 
First, to the Lancashire Edu
cation Committee for its con
tinuing interest in and support 
of the Schoo l; for once again, 
though the Direct Grant 
ceases in August, the Auth
ority is to take up free places 
in the School in September. 
And second, to our Governors 
and, in particular, to the Chair
man, Mr. Hare. This has been 
a year of important and critical 
decision making for the future 
of the School, and the care 
and thoroughness which the 
members of the Governing 
Body have given to these 
matters —  and, indeed, to the 
constant welfare and well
being of the School, place all 
of us very much in their debt.

At the last speech day, 
strenuous efforts were still 
being made throughout the 
country to save the Direct 
Grant Schools. But all in vain. 
Since then, there have been 
further indications that inde
pendent education as we 
know it will continue to be 
under increasing pressure 
from the present Government.

There are already rumblings 
that our charitable status may 
be withdrawn; and the new 
Education Act, if it becomes 
law in its present form, will 
prevent local authorities from 
supporting children in inde
pendent schools. And less 
than a month ago, Lord Alex
ander, secretary of the influen
tial Association of Education 
Committees gave a clear 
warning that the country 
faced the danger of becoming 
a dictatorship where parents 
were told how to spend their 
savings.

Writing in the journal 
'Education” he described par
ents' right of choice as a"

fundamental liberty”, and said. 
There is a real danger of our 

heading for a totalitarian state 
if, after meeting, in full, obli
gations for rates, taxes or 
other public commitments, 
we are to be instructed as to 
the limits which must apply 
in spending such monies as 
we have left."

No doubt you will also have 
read in your newspapers of 
continuing attempts by 
various organisations to water 
down to a colourless and 
almost meaningless level the 
public examination system in 
the country's schools.

In the face of all this, you
—  and many others —  might 
sometimes be tempted to ask 
whether it is worthwhile 
struggling on to keep inde
pendent schools such as ours 
in existence. And my answer 
would be a firm and un
qualified "Yes".

The abolition of the inde
pendent schools would estab
lish a state monopoly in edu
cation. The many who ad
vocate abolition are careful, 
of course to express, their 
aims less bluntly: they say 
that "all school needs will be 
met by public provision”.

It is important, however, 
for you as parents and the 
public in general to under
stand, that in practice, this 
policy would mean that this 
would be the only country in 
the free world where the State 
would have a total monopoly 
of primary and secondary edu
cation.

It is not suggested that such 
a monopoly would be auto
matically abused ; but once it 
had been established it would 
provide an instrument by 
which democracy and indi
vidual freedom could be 
undermined.

An independent sector of 
education, however small, is 
one of the safeguards against 
any movement towards totali
tarian government. Such a 
movement may seem a remote 
possibility in this country, but 
that is all the more reason for 
keeping the safeguards.

The independent schools 
recognise the achievements 
of the maintained system, but 
an independent sector is a 
continuing reminder that pub
lic authorities, whether at 
national or local levels, do not 
always know best. And one of 
the reasons why parents 
choose independent schools 
is that they wish their children 
to be in a school that is dir
ectly responsible to the par
ents in a way that is difficult 
for a public authority to be.

MAENSON
SUITS
YOU

in good taste 
anywhere 
anytime

prices 
from £43

other makes 
from £39

choose yo ur  
n e w  suit fro m

GRAYS
I Penny St. and 
Market Hall, 
Blackburn.
T el. 53275
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OLD BLACKS CAPTAIN ENDS
8-YEAR RUNQEGS teacher Brian Hard

castle has stepped down as Club 
Captain and First XI captain of 
the Old Blacks Football Club, a 
position he has held for eight 
years.

During that time, he has 
steered the first XI to four 
championship wins in the 
Lancashire Amateur League 
North Section and success in the 
Lancs Amateur League Chall
enge Cup.

He will still be playing and 
taking an active interest in the 
club and was elected clubman 
of the year.

It is a time of changes at 
Lammack for Football Sec
retary Bob Hornsby has resigned 
for 12 months for personal 
reasons and Peter Browne, bar 
chairman for several years, is to 
marry and felt he would not be 
able to give proper service as 
bar chairman for the time being.

He will carry on though as 
vice chairman and Geoff Shep
herd will take over as chairman.

Steve Tart takes over as 
Football Secretary for 12 months.

There were 25 members at the 
annual meeting held at the 
pavilion on May 19 with W. K. 
Forbes, president and Ernie 
Wilkinson, chairman.

The club had got off to a fine 
start winning the annual seven- 
a-side competition once again 
last August.

The league programme started 
satisfactorily but ended dis
appointingly with the first XI 
coming third in the Premier 
D ivision; the second team also 
ending third in their division; 
the thirds being relegated to 
Division 3B, although they 
reached the semi-finals of the 
Supplementary Cup competition 
and the fourth XI finishing fourth 
from the bottom of their division.

Last season, a lot of work 
and money was spent laying 
drains on the first XI pitch which 
was one of the main reasons for 
a loss of £1,205 on the end-of- 
year accounts.

The small pitch had remained 
in a good condition throughout 
the season, and no work was 
required on this. Again Vince 
Chester was also thanked for 
his untiring efforts in carrying 
out necessary maintenance work 
on the pitches and in particular 
in cutting and fertilizing during

the summer months. The chair
man also thanked the other 
members of the sub-committee 
for their efforts during the year.

S O C IA L :
The social activities of the club 

over the past 12 months had 
proved a mixture of new and old 
ideas. They commenced in the 
middle of last year with the 
golden jubilee celebrations, and 
in particular the cocktail party 
which was very successful. The 
club had got away from the disco 
dances which attracted the 
younger element, and now 
dances were being held by the 
ladies committee, the social 
committee, the football com 
mittee and the bar committee, 
this had proved quite successful 
because of the different ideas 
produced by the different com 
mittees. The usual cocktail 
parties had been held and also 
the idea of a Saturday night 
night folk concert had recently 
been introduced, the first one

being held the previous week, 
and this proved most successful.

Geoff Shepherd was thanked 
for introducing the idea, and 
for his efforts in organizing it. 
Geoff Shepherd was also 
thanked for introducing and 
promoting the keen interest in 
table tennis which was now 
being shown in the club. He had 
organized two competitions and 
was currently running a ladder 
competition.

A  ladies hockey team had also 
been formed and was playing 
various matches both home and 
away. Another new introduction 
had been a sports quiz, which 
had also proved successful, and 
would no doubt be repeated on 
a larger scale. The club had 
entered two teams in the Lanca
shire Evening Telegraph Sports 
Competition, but they had not 
faired too well. A football film 
show had also been organized 
and this had been an enjoyable 
evening.

The chairman recorded his 
thanks to Phil Sumner and the 
social sub-committee and to all 
the others who helped to make 
the social activities a success.

The chairman referred to the 
bar accounts and showed that 
the takings had substantially 
increased over the previous year 
although the net profit was less.

F IN A N C E :
Again this committee had run 
satisfactorily and in particular 
Alan Blackshaw was thanked for 
the efficient manner in which the 
books of the club were kept. The 
chairman also thanked Eric 
Maddox who had taken over the 
football accounts in a very 
efficient manner. Thanks were 
also due to Peter Browne and 
Peter Ibbotson in connection 
with the bar accounts, to Steve 
Shepherd in connection with 
the subscriptions and to John 
Tattersall for auditing the acc
ounts. Thanks were also rec
orded to Keith Sharpies for his 
work in promoting the Christmas 
draw which as will be seen from 
the accounts had been very a 
successful event.

continued next page

Blackburn Rovers director M r  David Brow n (extreme left) presents Roger Bessent  
w ith  the Old Blackburn ians player o f the year trophy. A lso  pictured at the c lu b 's  
annual dinner are: Ken Forbes (president), Brian Hardcastle  (clubman o f the year), 

Ernie W ilk in son  (chairman) and W ilf Crum blehulm e
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Hand it to Haydocks
FOR F IR S T -C L A S S  L A U N D E R IN G  A N D  

D R Y -C L E A N IN G

V A N  A N D  S H O P  S E R V IC E  

Telephone B lackburn  48087 3 lines 

S H O P S —  

38 P reston  N e w  Road  

82 C opy  N o ok  

46 W h a lley  B a n k s  

A N D  'D R IV E - IN '  A T  P L E C K G A T E  

R O A D , R A M S G R E A V E

Men going places call at 
ROY MARLOR and choose 
quality clothes with a diff
erence. A difference that 
the particular man takes 
to his heart.

All the top names end up 
at ROY MARLOR. For 
Suits, .Jackets, Trousers, 
Shirts, Knitwear etc.
You should make ROY 
MARLOR your shop - 
there’s no finer place in 
the whole of the North.

Old Blacks 
continued
L A D IE S  C O M M IT T E E :

The Chairman once again 
reminded the meeting of the hard 
work and effort put in by the 
ladies in contributing to the 
finances of the club. During the 
last year they had probably been 
more successful than any other 
year, and had contributed the 
sum of £400 to the funds. He 
also thanked them for their 
efforts in providing coffee on 
Saturday afternoons.

C L U B M A N  OF T H E  Y E A R :
Following a ballot held at the 

previous committee meeting 
Brian Hardcastle had been elec
ted Clubman of the Year. The 
chairman informed the meeting 
that the first ballot had in fact 
been a tie between Brian Hard
castle and Bob Hornsby and 
Brian had been successful on 
the second vote. However he 
did say that this was indicative 
of the difficulty in making this 
award, bearing in mind the 
efforts contributed by several 
people.

E L E C T IO N  OF O F F IC E R S :
President W. K. Forbes was 

re-elected, Chairman E. Wilkin
son was re-elected, Vice-Chair
man P. Browne was re-elected. 
Secretary D. I. Forbes was re
elected, Treasurer A. Blackshaw 
was re-elected. Football Sec
retary S. Tart was re-elected. 
Press Secretary N. K. Sharpies 
was re-elected. Auditor J. Tatter
sall was re-elected. Solicitor
D. I. Forbes was re-elected. 
Committee, the following had 
one year to serve on the Com 
mittee : A. Pemberton, and E. 
Maddox. The following were 
elected to the Committee for 
two years. B. Hardcastle, D. 
Hopkinson, F. Riley, V. Chester, 
R. Masters, P. Sumner. The 
following were elected for one 
year: G. Shepherd, E. Papas,
E. Jones, P. Heald.

S U B S C R IP T IO N S :
The Secretary informed the 

meeting that the question of 
subscriptions had been d is
cussed at the recent committee 
meeting and it was generally 
felt that the facilities available 
certainly justified an increase in 
subscriptions. Also in view of 
the loss made during the pre
vious season any increased 
revenue would be of assistance. 
The committee discussed the 
matter and by a majority had 
resolved to recommend certain 
increases to the annual meeting 
and the secretary then went on 
to propose the subscriptions for

the following year as fo llow s: 
Full members £4. Social Mem 
bers £4, Lady Members £2, 
under 18 Members £1. This 
proposal was seconded and 
carried. The secretary also in
formed the meeting that the 
committee had power to impose 
surcharge and give reductions 
in appropriate cases and this, 
aspect would be considered by 
the committee.
#  Chairman Ernie Wilkinson 
ended his playing career of 
almost 25 years with the Old 
Blacks with a goal in his last 
game.

He opened the scoring with his 
first kick of the ball for the fourth 
XI against Thornleigh thirds in 
the Lancashire Amateur League 
and the game ended 2-2.

F o r m e r  L a n c a s h i r e  
county go lfer Frank M. 
W hittaker (1937-43) has 
been elected president of 
the East Lancashire G o lf 
A ssociation.

He is a m agistrate  and 
director o f an engineering 
and plant hire com pany  
and a form er captain of 
Blackburn G o lf Club.

♦

W ilpsh ire  G o lf C lub w as  
well represented at the 
annual Old B lackburn ians' 
A ssoc iation  G o lf com pe
tition held at Blackburn  
on M ay  27.

A ll the w inners were 
m em bers o f the club. Eric 
H old ing took the Judge  
W alm sley Cup w ith the 
best net score of 78-9-69 
and the runner-up on a 
card p lay-off w as  David  
Hollen w ith 75-6-69.

The S ir  G ilbert Gerrard  
Cup for the best go lf 
score w as  w on  by George  
Lum es w ith  a 74. There 
were 27 entries.

Alan Gorse, o f W ilp 
shire, had a memorable 
three tw o -sh o ts  at the 
shorter holes. U n fortu 
nately for him he also  
took sixes at other holes.

♦  *  *  

Wedding Bells
Assistant Cashier Gordon  

Henry W ilson  (1948-53) of 
Colenso Road, Blackburn, 
married M iss Kathleen Park
inson of Salthill Road, Clitheroe, 
in September.

ROY 
MARLOR P U R E  N E W  AJOOt 

FOR HAN ABOUT TOWN AND COUNTRY

B L A C K B U R N  > 53 King W illiam  St. Tal. 59372 B U R N L E Y -  30 The M ill T .l. 13073 

S K I P T O N  -  M lddla Row, Tel. 3977
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Pathologist quits 
N H S  to lecture

A  P A T H O LO G IST  has left the national health service

because he could see no future in it, and his new life as a

lecturer will include work for Scotland Yard.
Dr John Torry (1956-64), ege. He will also lecture at the 

resident clinical pathologist for London Hospital, Whitechapel 
Blackburn Area Health Authority, and The Royal Free Hospital, 
was spokesman for the district's
70 junior doctors in their dispute He will also lecture to post- 
over contracts with the Depart- graduate students from all over 
ment of Health and Social the world who go to London 
Security. hospitals for experience.

The Rt Rev W hitsey

M O R E  T H A N  170 attended 
the annual dinner in Big 
School in December, when 
it proved to be its usual high 
success.

Old Boy, The Bishop of 
Chester, the Right Rev Hubert 
Victor Whitsey (1928-33) was 
the guest speaker. After dinner, 
he talked to everyone indivi
dually over a drink in the old 
gymnasium.

Earlier he had told old boys 
that the world was in a stage of 
transition quicker than at any 
other time. But, he said, as long 
as schools such as Q EGS could 
provide men of integrity, there 
should be nothing to fear for the 
future.

The usual toast by the presi
dent Mr. J. R. Hindle to old boys 
in order of their years at School 
saw Lt Col John Whitaker the 
last to rise having been at School 
from 1905 to 1910.

T H E  SO U T H  Lancashire  
and Cheshire Branch of 
the Old B lackburn ians' 
A ssoc ia t ion  held their 
Annual Ladies' Evening on 
Friday, 14th M ay, at the 
Bow don  Hotel, Bow don, 
Cheshire.

The loyal toast w as  pro
posed by o rgan is ing se c 
retary o f the Branch, Mr.
H. Ram sbottom . Dr. H. 
M o rr is  w elcom ed the 
gu e sts  and the Head
master, M r. D. J. Coulson, 
replied. The Governors

President 
toasts 
Old Boy, 81

Gordon J. Entwistle (1900-00) 
proposed a toast to the School 
and, after the Cantelina had 
been sung to a vociferous 
"vivat \ the headmaster Mr 
Douglas J. Coulson responded.

Chairman of the Old Black
burnians Association Harold 
Burrows (1900-00) proposed a 
toast to the guests and the 
bishop responded.

He thought that the next 20 
years should make no difference 
to Queen Elizabeth's and the 
tradition of the School produced 
the "fine gold " which helped to 
keep alive the standards of 
integrity which would not be 
eroded by politicians or the 
economy.

were represented by Mr. 
J. N. Prest and the School 
and Parents' A ssoc iation  
by M r. D. J. Coulson, 
M r. R. Hunter (Bursar), 
Mr. E. J. Kay, M r. H. K ing  
and M r. R. Whalley. The 
full list o f those attending  
is :  from  Blackburn —
M r. and M rs. J. Prest, 
M r. and M r s  D. J. 
Coulson, M r. and M rs. R. 
Hunter, M r. and M rs. E. J. 
Kay, M r. and M rs. H. King, 
M r. and M rs. R. W halley; 
from  the branch: M r. and

He returned to Blackburn after 
qualifying at St. Andrews' Uni
versity, Scotland, and worked as 
a houseman in medicine, surgery 
and obstetrics. He moved to 
pathology in 1971.

John said he could see no 
future for himself in the N H S 
as it was today.

He has been appointed lec
turer in forensic medicine at 
London Hospital Medical Coll -

*  *  *  

Referee of the year
Peter Hargreaves (1951

58) was voted Referee of the 
Year in the Blackburn Combi
nation.

Peter, a referee for many years, 
is secretary of Blackburn Ref
erees Society and is treasurer of 
Blackburn and District Bad
minton Association. He works 
for the Midland Bank Ltd.

*  *  *  

Hospital director
J. W. Dew hurst, B.A., M .Sc.
(1957-68) Appointed Pro
gramme Director, Morisett Hos
pital, New South Wales, A u s
tralia. Elected Associate of the 
British Psychology Society.

M rs. C. Bainbridge, M r. 
and M rs. F. Banford, M r. 
and M rs. Holton, M r. and 
and M rs. B. Batey, Mr. 
and M rs. I. C. Batey, 
M r. D. C. Bradley and  
guest. Dr. and M rs. T. S. 
Hindle, M r. and M rs. H. S. 
Liversedge, Dr. H. M o rr is  
and guest, M r. and M rs.  
J. A. Redman, M r. and 
M rs. H. Ram sbottom , M r. 
and M rs. E. W. Taylor, 
M r. and M rs. E. W est, Mr. 
and M rs. D. W ilk in son  and 
M r. and M rs. H. W ilk in son

He has worked in most of 
Blackburn's health centres as a 
locum general practitioner during 
the past seven years and was 
appointed deputy police surgeon 
in 1975.

He was Blackburn Coroner's 
pathologist, part-time lecturer 
in the diploma of nursing course 
at Blackburn College of Tech
nology and Design and divisional 
surgeon for St John Ambulance.

*  *  *  

Manager 
moves to new 

branch
David Bury (1947-51) has 

been appointed manager of the 
Trustee Savings Bank of Lanca
shire and Cumbria at their new 
Oswaldtwistle branch.

He moved from the Church 
branch which closed in the 
middle of May.

He joined S.S. Stott of Has
lingden from School as a time 
and motion clerk, then moved 
to the treasurer's department at 
Accrington town hall.

He joined the TSB  in 1956 
after national service and was 
appointed manager at Church in 
1970.

He is married with two children 
and enjoys caravanning .sailing 
and gardening.

*  *  *  

Editor in Scotland
A  Burnley man has been app

ointed editor of the Edinburgh 
monthly literary and political 
review Blackwood's Magazine.

David Fletcher, who was at 
School from 1948 to 1954, 
joined Blackwood's 10 years 
ago and his appointment breaks 
a 159-year-old tradition of a 
member of the Blackwood family 
as editor.

42 at South  Lancs Ladies Evening
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B L A C K B U R N

COLLEGE PRINCIPAL 
RETIRES AT SIXTY

D o cto r  H u gh  Po llard  1926-34) is to retire as prin
cipal of St. Martin’s College, Lancaster. He was app
ointed principal of the Church of England teacher ttaining 
college in 1962.

Dr. Pollard, 59, who was born 
in Simonstone, has a weekend 
cottage in Simonstone Lane,
Simonstone.

Last year he became the first 
person in England to be awarded 
the Swedish order of Vasa by 
King Carl Gustav XVI, to mark 
his work in promoting edu
cational links between Britain 
and Sweden.

Dr. Pollard, a batchelor, gained 
an M A  from Wadham College.
Oxford, from School and later 
was awarded his PhD from 
Liverpool.

He was vice-principal at St.
Mark and St. John College.
Chelsea, before his move to 
Lancaster and has taught in 
America.

After the second world war, 
he founded and became first 
principal of the British Forces 
School, Berlin.

First post
M . Tow nson, B.A. (1961-69) 
Awarded Post Graduate Certi
ficate in Education, C. F. Mott 
College of Education, Liverpool. 
Appointed Assistant French 
Master at Bolton School.

Vice-m aster
Dr. H. F. Grundy, M.A., 
M .D . (1931-37) Elected Vice
Master, Trinity Hall College, 
Cambridge University

School inspector
G. H. Haw orth. M .A. (1938
44) Appointed one of Her 
Majesty's Inspectors of Schools.

Senior lecturer
C. L. Proctor, M .A. (1936-43) 
Appointed Senior Lecturer in 
Modern Languages. Blackburn 
College of Technology and 
Design.

New professor
Dr. G. E. Stanley (1937-39) 
Appointed Rawlinson Professor 
of Anglo-Saxon, Oxford Uni
versity.

M u sic  move
Geoffrey S. Bridge (1945

55). Appointed head of w ood
wind teaching for Hampshire 
Education Authority.

Teaching German
A. A sh ton  (1954-61) A pp 
ointed Assistant Master, German 
Department, Arnold School, 
Blackpool.



Degrees and things ..
OLD BOYS SUCCESSES IN BRIEF
M . Abraham  (1951-57) Grad
uated B.A., Open University, 
Physics and Mathematics.
P. R. Benson (1964-72) Grad
uated B.Sc. (C.N.N.A.) in B io
logy, Portsmouth Polytechnic. 
Appointed to Administrative post 
in the National Health Service.
A. B ig g s  (1965-71) Graduated
B.Sc., Class 3 Hons. Mathe
matics, Manchester University. 
Appointed to a post with B.A.C., 
Warton.
M . J. Birkett (1965-72) Gras- 
uated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Opthalmic Optics, Brad
ford University.
S. J. Bury (1965-71) Grad
uated B.A., First Class Hons. 
Modern History, Balliol College, 
Oxford University. Appointed to 
a post in the Education Library 
Service, Inner London Education 
Authority.
J. R. Bushby (1967-72) Grad
uated B.A., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. History, Kent University.
A. K. Charnley, B.Sc. (1959
68) Awarded Ph.D., Durham 
University.

S. M . Child, A.L.A. (1953-64) 
Graduated B.A., Social Science. 
History and English, The Open 
University.
P. N. Clitheroe (1962-70) 
Graduated B.D.S., Hons, Dental 
Surgery, King's College, London 
University.
D. Co llison  (1960-70) Awar
ded a Royal Institute of Chem
istry Prize, Manchester Uni
versity.
G. Crow ther (1965-72) Awar
ded Certificate of Education, 
Doncaster College of Education. 
W. T. Daw son, B.Sc. (1960
65) Awarded Ph.D., Organic 
Chemistry, City of London Poly
technic.
M . Day (1970-72) Graduated
B.A., Class 2, Div. 1, Hons. 
Geography, Birmingham Uni
versity.
C. I. D e w hurst (1964-72) 
Graduated B.A., Sociology, 
Economics and Administration, 
Hull University.

A. W. S. D ick (1962-71) Grad
uated B.Sc., First Class Hons. 
Chemistry, Liverpool University.
G. G. D ick inson  (1965-72) 
Graduated LL.B., Class 2, Hons. 
Law, Queen Mary College, Lon
don University.
R. S. D odds (1964-71) Grad
uated LL.B., Hons. Law, Leeds 
University.
A. C. Dyson  (1965-72) Grad
uated B.A., Class 2, Div. 2, Hons. 
Economics and Financial Con
trol, Lancaster University. App 
ointed Trainee Accountant, A. 
Young, McClelland Moores and 
Co., London.
R. A. Fielden (1961-69) Grad
uated B.Sc., (C.N.N.A.) in Engi
neering, Lanchester Polytechnic. 
Appointed an Assistant Work 
Study Engineer, G.E.C. Tele
communications, Coventry.
M . F. F isher (1969-72) Grad
uated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons., Ceramics, Leeds Uni
versity.
D. Fitzpatrick (1963-72) 
Graduated B.Sc., First Class 
Hons., Chemistry, Royal 
Holloway College, London Uni
versity.

S. Fox (1967-70) Awarded 
M  B., Ch.B., Liverpool Uni
versity.
E. G. G oodw in  (1965-72) 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons., Prehistory and Archae- 
logy, Sheffield University.
R. Hargreaves, M .A. (1960
67) Awarded M.Sc., in Applied 
Sociology. Awarded a Diploma 
in Social Work, Jesus College, 
Oxford University.
M. P. Haw orth (1966-72) 
Graduated B.Pharm., Class 2, 
Div. 1, Hons. Pharmacy, Brad
ford University. Appointed to 
a post with Boots the Chemists, 
Cardiff.
P. H. H eighw ay (1966-71) 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Politics 
and Government, London Poly
technic School of Business 
Studies.
I. Holden (1965-72) Grad
uated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Chemistry, Nottingham 
University.
W. Holm es (1965-72) Grad
uated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Physics, Birmingham Uni
versity.
R. P. Horton, B.A. (1962-70) 
Passed part 1 Examination of the 
Institute of Chartered Acc
ountants and awarded the 
"Hewitt" Prize as one of the 
three best candidates in the 
examination.

P. M . Hou ldsw orth  (1945
49) Appointed Manager of 
Barclay's Bank, Pudsey Branch.

B. D. Jones (1965-72) Grad
uated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Electrical Engineering, 
Salford University. Appointed 
to a post with NORW EB.

F. K on ings (1970-72) Grad
uated B.A., Class 2, Div. 1, Hons. 
Economics, Exeter University.

P. E. M artin  (1965-72) Grad
uated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Zoology, Sheffield Uni
versity.

J. G. New ton (1946-51) 
Awarded Diploma in Safety 
Management by the British 
Safety Council.

P. Oldham  (1965-72) Grad
uated B.A., Class 2, Div. 2, Hons. 
Economics, Exeter University.

E. B. Papasp ilio topou los
(1966-72) Graduated B.Sc., 
Class 2, Div. 2, Hons. Physics, 
Birmingham University.

A. J. Parker, M .A. (1958-63) 
Awarded Ph.D., Geography, 
Reading University.

J. D. Paul (1965-72) Grad
uated B.Sc.. Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Marine Biology, Liverpool 
University.

N. G. P lo w s (1965-72) Grad
uated B.Sc., Quantity Surveying, 
Trent Polytechn.c.

G. W. Preston (1966-73) 
Awarded H.ND., Business 
Studies, North East London 
Polytechnic. Appointed to a 
post with the Manpower Ser
vices Commission.

W. M . N. Proctor (1961-70) 
Graduated B.Sc., Electrical and 
Electronic Engineering, Leeds 
University.

J. Ratcliffe  (1963-72) Aw ar
ded Certificate of Education, 
Goldsmith's College, London. 
Appointed Assistant Master, 
Catford School for Boys, 
London.

I. R igby (1965-72) Awarded 
Higher National Diploma in 
Business Studies, Blackburn 
College of Technology and 
Design. Appointed a Trainee 
Cost Accoontant, Edgar Pick
ering Ltd., Blackburn.

J. J. Riley (1965-72) Grad
uated LL.B., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Law, Leicester University.

Rev. W. D. Robinson, M .A.
(1942-49) Appointed Honorary 
Canon, Blackburn Cathedral.

J. M . Rooney (1971-72) 
Awarded Higher National D ip
loma in Hotel and Catering 
Management. Elected Graduate 
Member of the Hotel Catering 
and Institutional Management 
Association.
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C. Rostron, B.Sc. (1960-67) 
Awarded Ph.D., for research in 
narcotic analgesics Aston Uni
versity. Awarded C.Chem. 
M.R.I.C. by the Royal Institute 
of Chemistry.

J. G. Scho le s (1961 -71) Grad
uated B.Sc., Class 3, Hons. 
Business Studies, Aston Uni
versity. Appointed to a post with 
Crown Wallcoverings Inter
national

G. J. Sh aw  (1966-72) Grad
uated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Mathematics, Leeds Uni
versity.

C. S im m  (1965-72) Graduated
B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, Hons. 
Geography, Hull University.

D. N. S lack  (1962-70) Grad
uated B.A., Class 2, Div. 1, Hons. 
French, King's College, London 
University. Awarded the Roth- 
eray Prize in French. Awarded a 
French Government Scholarship 
for study at the Ecole Normale 
Superieur, Paris.

H. C. Sm ith  (1962-70) Grad
uated B.Ed., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. French and Education, 
Lancaster University and St. 
Martin’s College, Lancaster.

A. Sourbutts, (1960-66) 
Ph.D., B.Sc., C.Chem., 
M .R.I.C ., Graduated B.A. in 
Theology and Religious Studies. 
Ordained deacon and appointed 
curate at St. Peter's Church, 
Salesbury.

H. Tabiner, LL.B., M .Sc.
(1963-70) Passed Part II of the 
Law Society's Examination.

R. M . Taylor (1961-70) Grad
uated B.Tech. Mechanical Engi
neering, Loughborough Uni
versity.

A. G. W alsh  (1962-71) Grad
uated B.A., Class 2, Hons. 
Jurisprudence. Magdalen Coll
ege, Oxford University.

C. J. W hittaker, B.Sc. (1961 -
70) Awarded M.Sc., Manchester 
University.

R. W hittaker (1965-72) Grad
uated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Monetary Economics, 
London School of Economics.

J. R. W hitehead, M .Sc., M  .A
(1961-67) Awarded Ph.D., in 
Statistics and Probability, Sheff
ield University.

J. A. W hittaker (1964-71) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Mechanical Engineering, 
Lanchester Polytechnic.

D. J. W ilk in son  (1965-72) 
Awarded Higher National D ip 
loma in Business Studies, Black
burn College of Technology and 
Design. Appointed an Assistant 
Accountant, D. Thwaites 6- Co. 
Ltd., Blackburn.
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B A R R IST E R  IS  SP E E C H -D A Y  G U EST
The Headm aster M r  D. 

J. Cou lson  w elcom ed  
barrister M r  Ernest San 
derson Temple Q C  as 
Speech Day guest on 
Thursday June 20.

" A s  many o f our Old

Boys are m em bers of the 
legal profession, including  
three o f our Governors; 
and as  an increasing num 
ber o f our present boys go  
on to university to read 
Law, w e felt that it w ould

be especially appropriate, 
th is year, if w e could per
suade an eminent barr
ister to com e to Queen 
Elizabeth 's on Speech Day 
as our G uest of H onour".

M r. Temple joined the

Northern circuit in 1946 
after being called to the 
bar. He is a recorder and 
Honorary Recorder of 
Kendal since 1972. He w as  
made a Queens Counse l 
in 1969.

Significant year for school
T H IS  is a significant year 
in the Schoo l’s history 
and I should like to help 
you to take stock with 
me, as it were, of the 
Schoo l's  present position 
and standing, and of 
what our aims must and 
will continue to be in 
the years ahead.

It is important, I believe, that 
you, as parents, and the gen
eral public at large, should 
know what the School's 
achievements are and what 
the present Government, by 
its unrelenting hostility tow
ards the independent sector 
of education, has set out to 
destroy.

Let us consider, first, our 
academic achievements.

At Advanced Level of the
G.C.E. last July we achieved 
a pass percentage of 79%, and 
at Ordinary Level, a pass per
centage, on the old gradings, 
of 84%.

The 121 boys taking the 
Ordinary Level examination 
for the first time, averaged 7 
passes per boy and, if one 
included additional passes 
gained by a few boys in the 
first year Sixth Form, the 
School had the impressive 
total of 930 Ordinary Level 
passes —  new records for the 
School, and records which 
gave us all great pleasure and 
satisfaction. Furthermore, of 
the 120 boys who left the 
School last summer, 72 went 
on to Universities, including
10 to Oxford and Cambridge;

- head
academic standards is one of 
our foremost aims, and I hope 
that you will feel, as I do, that 
the past year has been one of 
real success in this field.

"The end of education" it 
has been said, "is  a man, 
not a certificate", and the 
pursuit of excellence, in as 
many spheres as possible, is 
an objective on which we

place as high a value as that of 
academic distinction. That we 
do so is, I feel sure, obvious 
from the wide variety of acti
vities —  cultural, athletic, 
musical, dramatic and those 
based on Community Service 
—  in which the School is 
involved.

continued on page 6

I  X
M R  C O U L SO N

8 went on to polytechnics;
11 to technical colleges; 1 to 
a college of education; and
25 to direct employment in 
such widely differing courses 
as accountancy, the armed 
forces, the civil service and 
business studies, and 3 to 
other schools.

Again, it is pleasing to report 
that, of the 22 scholarships 
awarded this year by the Peel 
Trust, based on the competi
tive performance at Advanced 
Level of boys and girls in all 
Blackburn's schools, 13 were 
gained by boys at Queen 
Elizabeth's. To maintain high

THOMAS BRIGGS
(B L A C K B U R N ) LTD.

P R I N T E R S

B O O K B I N D E R S

S T A T I O N E R S

C A T A L O G U E S  M A G A Z I N E S  B R O C H U R E S  P O S T E R S  

A C C O U N T  B O O K S  L O O S E - L E A F  S H E E T S  S T A T IO N E R Y

DUKE STREET • N0RTHGATE 

TEL. 55651

BLACKBURN



Carlton Waller
announce a limited edition of reproductions from a specially commissioned 

painting of Queen Elizabeth's Grammar School

This beautifully produced picture is repro
duced on fine grain canvas with simulated 
brush strokes to give the appearance of an 
original work of art.

The same subtle colours of an early spring 
term are copied faithfully from the original.

Springtime was chosen to represent the 
new life of QEG S as an independent School.

The architectural details, while exact, retain 
the style of the artist and, with the warmth of 
colour, help to preserve the picture's essence, 
tradition and dignity.

A full, heavily moulded frame adds to 
the picture, allowing it to grace any room in 
the house with ease.

The reproduction is only available at such 
low cost because Carlton Galleries are able

O R D E R  F O R M

Please supply 
N A M E  
A D D R E S S
PLEASE P R IN T  C LEA RLY

M y  cheque/P.O. for

to complete the whole production, to bring 
the picture direct to you.

Similar-quality reproductions would cost 
much, much more in the shops.

We hope you will appreciate the quality, 
charm and value of this picture to take ad
vantage of this once-only investment.

Part of the proceeds will go to the Old 
Blackburnians Association.

Old Boy, John F. Duckworth was specially 
commissioned by Carlton Galleries to under
take this work and editions will be numbered 
and limited to 500.

This offer is expected to have wide appeal, 
so to avoid disappointment, complete the form 
below now and return it to Pictures Manager. 
3, Westwood Avenue. Rishton.

To: P IC T U R E S  M A N A G E R , 3 W estw ood Avenue, Rishton. 

Picture(s) at £55  each (inclusive of V.A.T., postage and packing).

Delivery 2/3 weeks to allow for framing.

Date
is enclosed, made payable to C A R LT O N  G A L L E R IE S  LTD.
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Our first woman governor
MOTHER ON SOARD

W H A T  is happening 
to the old Schoo l?  
First, girls in the 
sixth form  and now  
our first wom an  
governor.
M rs . Edna A rn o ld  m ade  
h isto ry  by becom ing

REV . A. E. B L A N D

the S c h o o l 's  on ly  
w o m an  on the go ve rn 
ing  board  in 410 years.

The S ix th  fo rm  w a s  
opened to  g ir ls  la st  
Septem ber. T h is  year, 
B lackburn  B o ro u gh  and  
the C ou n ty  nom inated  
tw o  representatives to  
the governors.

They w ere C ou n c illo r  
M r s  A rn o ld  and C o u n 
cillor The Rev. A. E. 
B lan d — both  o f F e n is 
cow les.

Chairm an  o f the  
G overn ors M r  W illiam  
Hare sa id : " A s  one
m igh t expect, th is  
m o n ast ic  in stitu tion  
can hardly re s is t  any

longer the appo in tm ent  
o f a w om an  to  its  
go ve rn in g  body, since  
it n o w  undertakes the  
ta sk  o f educating  a 
se lect num ber o f g ir ls  
in its  s ix th  fo rm .”

The board  o f go ve r
n o rs h a s  seen plenty o f 
activ ity  th is  year a s  the 
m ile ston e  fell.

A t  the go ve rn o rs ' 
m eeting on Feb. 9, M r  
N orm an  J e p so n  retired  
a s  vice-chairm an.

He w a s  appointed  on  
Feb. 5, 1964, w hen he 
succeeded M r  C. R. 
D avies, (see page  00).

Chairm an  o f the  
G overnors, M r  W illiam  
Hare, w r ite s: The v ice 
chairm an o f G ove rn ors

h as a special re sp o n s i
bility, in that he h a s  to  
be prepared to  take  the 
chair at any m eeting o f 
go ve rn o rs  if the ch a ir
m an cannot be present, 
and in th is  respect he 
m u st be w e ll acquainted

(Cont. Next Page)

M R S .  E. A R N O L D
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PROCTER’S
for

TELEV IS ION
C O L O U R  BLA C K  & W H IT E

REN T  O R  BU Y  

R A D IO  H I-F I G R A M S  

A LL  E LE C T R IC A L  A P P L IA N C E S

Choose from the best 

All with service that’s proved

PRO C T ERS
14-16 AINSWORTH STREET, BLACKBURN 

Telephone 55336.

T O P  C L A S S  F A B R I C S

IT IS  O UR C O N ST AN T  EN DEAVO U R  

TO OFFER F A B R IC S  OF Q U ALITY  IN 

D ES IG N  A N D  TEXTURE.

Our Workroom is at your disposal for 

M A K IN G -U P  CU RTA INS, PELMETS, 

BED -C O V ER IN G S, LO O SE COVERS, ETC.

RYLEY & HAMPSON LIMITED
82 KING WILLIAM STREET. 

BLACKBURN.
Telephone 53935.

School's new 
governors

(cont. from  Page 1)

w ith  all current m atte rs  
re lating to  the S ch o o l in 
case  any item  o f pa r
ticu lar s ign ifican ce  fa lls  
to  be dealt w ith .

" M r .  N orm an  J e p so n  
w a s  no t on ly  fu lly  
versed in all m atte rs re
la ting  to  Queen E liza
beth 's, w h ich  w ou ld  
norm ally  fall fo r  c o n 
sideration  by the G o ve r
nors, but he a lso  h a s  a 
spec ia l ab ility  for  
dea ling  w ith  technical 
and com m ercia l m atte rs  
o f w h ich  he can be 
righ tly  regarded a s  an 
expert.

"T o  th is  extent, he 
gave  valuable  su p p ort  
to  the chairm an, and on  
m any o c c a s io n s  m ade  
h is  ta sk  m uch easier by 
reason  o f h is  help in 
m any o f the co m p li
cated is su e s  that w ere  
bound to  arise  durin g  a 
period o f th irteen  
years.

" A s  an o ld  boy o f  the  
schoo l, he h a s a p a rticu 
lar loyalty  to  Queen  
E lizabeth 's and th is  a l
w a y s  w a s  evident 
durin g  the debates  
w h ich  to o k  p lace at 
m eetings. He a lso  has a 
keen se n se  o f hum our  
w h ich  he used  to  a dvan 
tage.

"F o rtu n a te ly  M r. J e p 
so n  is  no t retiring a s  a 
Governor, s o  the  
Sch o o l w ill st ill have the  
benefit o f  h is  advice  in 
the fu tu re ."

The new  vice ch a ir
m an o f  G ove rn ors is  O ld  
B lack b u rn ian 's  A s s o c ia 
tion  com m ittee  m em ber  
M r. Carl M arsden .

M r. M arsd en , w h o  
w a s  at Sch o o l from  
1921 to  1931, w a s  a p 
pointed  a G overn or on  
Nov. 9, 1960.

H is  father, M r. J. W . 
M a rsd e n  w a s  chairm an  
o f the G overnors.

#  More about Mrs. Arnold and 
Rev. Bland on page 7.

P s y c h o l o g i s t  
is y o u n g e s t  
t o  g a i n  t o p  
s c h o l a r s h i p
M r. John  W roe D ew hurst

who attended the School from 
1957-68, has become the 
youngest person ever to gain a 
top health service degree 
scholarship in New South 
Wales, Australia. After leaving 
school Mr. Dewhurst went to 
Leicester University, graduating
B.A., in Psychology and joined 
the Manchester Regional Hos
pital Board as a Clinical Psycho
logist. He was seconded to 
Birmingham University where he 
graduated M.Sc., in Clinical 
Psychology and later was ap
pointed Clinical Psychologist at 
Walton Hospital, Liverpool.

He went out to Australia in 
1974 on a three-year health 
service contract and has been 
awarded an open scholarship by 
the New South Wales Health 
Commission to study for the 
Master of Health Planning 
Degree at the University of New 
South Wales in Sydney. Until his 
secudivent to the university Mr. 
Dewhurst was programme direc
tor at Morisset Hospital N.S.W. 
in charge of all non-drug therapy.

O.B. President 
is chairman 
of Scapa

M r. Jack  R. Hindle (1932
36), President of the Old Black
burnians' Association and a 
Governor of the School has 
taken over as executive chair
man of Scapa Group Ltd. He was 
formerly group managing direc
tor.

Another old boy M r. Jam es  
H aythornthw aite (1941-49) 
is also a member of the Company 
and has been appointed a 
managing director. He lives in 
Canada and directs the group's 
North American interests.

Law  degree
John F. Cou lson  (1965-67) 
Graduated Hons.LLB.,. London 
University 1976. Appointed to 
the staff of Lawrence Prust Ltd., 
London.

Our thanks
We would like to thank the 

editor of the Lancashire Evening 
Telegraph for permission to use 
their pictures in this issue.
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Obituary

LEO COLLIER

M R . C O L L IE R

R.W. McVity
MR. RO BERT  Wilson McVity 
(1923-28), a former hospital 
administrator at Ashton-under- 
Lyne, died on 28th November, 
1976. He was 65.

He graduated B.A.(Admin.) at 
Manchester University and after 
appointments in Blackburn and 
the Fylde moved to Ashton in 
1936 as assistant to the clerk of 
the Ashton Area Guardians' 
Committee and three years later 
became the youngest guardians' 
clerk in the country. When the 
National Health Service came 
into being in 1948 Mr. McVity 
became the first secretary of the 
Ashton, Hyde and Glossop 
Hospital Management Com
mittee and held this post until 
his retirement in 1967.

He was a Fellow of the In
stitute of Hospital Administra
tors and a member of the 
Ashton Rotary Club.

Robert Jackson
Former deputy engineer and 

manager of the Calder Water 
Board, Mr. Robert Jackson, died 
in Queens Park Hospital, Black
burn in September 1976, aged 
69.

Robert Jackson was at QEGS 
from 1919-26  and graduated 
from Manchester university. He 
was a prominent Freemason and 
held the Calder Water Board 
post from 1963 until his retire
ment in 1968. Previously he had 
been chief water engineer and 
manager of Accrington District 
Water Board.

MR. LEO Collier died suddenly 
at his home in Braeside, Black
burn on 2nd September, 1976, 
aged 68.

Leo Collier joined the Staff of 
QEGS in 1935 and held the post 
of Senior Modern Languages 
Master from 1948 until his 
retirement. He was educated at 
St. Edward's School, Birming
ham and St. John 's College 
Oxford, obtaining a scholarship 
to the university of Madrid. He 
had two books published 
"Everyday Spanish" and 
"Historietas", and edited the 
School Old Boys' Newsletter 
from 1957-65.

During the war he was com
missioned in RAF intelligence. 
He was captured by the 
Japanese in 1942 and held 
prisoner of war in the East 
Indies until 1945, during which 
he suffered extreme deprivation 
which subsequently left its mark 
on him.

Old Boys will remember his 
open-air classes on the lawn 
outside Hartley House, his 
cubby-hole under the stairs 
which served as his office and, 
above all, his friendship and 
hospitality.

He was in charge of the 
School Dramatic Society for 
many years, directed eight 
Shakespeare productions and 
he was responsible for the 
fabrication and design of many 
of the costumes.

He spent many of his summer 
holidays on the island of Minorca 
and should have been flying 
there, with his wife, the day 
before he died.

In his will be bequeathed his 
hip to the world famous centre 
for hip surgery at Wrightington 
Hospital, where a few years 
previously he underwent a total 
hip replacement operation.

Mrs. COLLIER
SADLY, Mrs. Mary Collier, 
Leo's devoted wife, died equally 
suddenly, on 5th November, 
1976, less than a month after 
Leo's death, also aged 68. Mrs. 
Collier, a graduate of Bedford 
College, London was on the 
staff of Q EGS from 1541-51. She 
was a Blackburn magistrate and 
a former chairman of the old 
Blackburn National Health 
Executive Council and President 
of the YW C A  with which she 
was connected for many years.

T R A V E L  A G E N T S  
T O U R S  B Y  A IR  A N D  CO A C H  
A G E N T S  FOR L E A D IN G

T O U R  C O M P A N IE S

J. & F. ASPDEN
( B l a c k b u r n )  Ltd
T r a v e l  S e r v i c e s

3 Park Road, 

Blackburn, Lancs. 

Telephone 52323

23 Railway Road, 

Darwen, Lancs. 

Telephone 71127

QEGS CHOICE FOR TRAVEL

D. B. Hollen & Co.
Auctioneers, Valuers, Land and Estate Agents

47 Preston New Road 
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I. G. W . Marchant
EARLY in the new year the sad news reached us 
of the death of Mr. Ivan G. W. Marchant, in 
Malaga, Spain, writes Harry King.

Jack Marchant as he was known to most of us, was born in 
Southampton and graduated B.Sc. Hons. Economics at the London 
School of Economics, subsequently obtaining his teaching diploma 

M R  M A R C H A N T  at Cambridge in 1936. See Magister 18 and 19.

Prior to the outbreak of war he taught Geography liberation came and he returned to England with 
in several schools including a spell at the City his health seriously impaired which later necessi- 
Freeman's School, Southampton. When war broke- tated the removal of a lung. After a spell in a re- 
out Mr. Marchant joined the Royal Artillery. He was habilitation camp he came to Q EGS in 1946 to 
sent to Halifax Nova Scotia; the West Indies; teach Geography and subsequently took charge of 
Cape Town and on to India. From India he was the Art Department.
drafted to Singapore and it was here in 1942 that On retirement Mr. and Mrs. Marchant, already 
he was taken prisoner when the Japanese over-ran seasoned globe trotters, visited Malaya and Singa- 
the Malay Peninsula. Here he suffered, like so many pore in a Dormobile before settling down to spend 
others in these circumstances, extreme deprivation the winter months in Southern Spain and returning 
in indescribable conditions. At the end of the war to their home on Haslingden Moors for the spring.

Dr. Frank Tyler
DR. FRANK Tyler died in Blackburn Royal Infirmary, on 27th 
February, 1977, following a seizure a few days earlier. He was 69.
He joined the Staff of Q EG S in 1931 after research and teaching at 
Leeds University and became Senior Physics Master.

He was appointed Second Master on the retirement of Mr. E.
Towle in 1946 and succeeded Mr. W. R. Elliott as House Master of 
Frobisher the following year. He became Senior Science Master in 
1957 on the retirement of Mr. A. R. Earle.

He was involved in many School activities and for seven years 
was Commanding Officer of the School's ATC squadron. He was a 
prolific writer of physics textbooks— nearly twenty— and an examiner 
for the Northern Universities Joint Matriculation Board for twenty- 
five years.

Since his retirement in 1970 Dr. Tyler's chief hobby had been 
extensive globe-trotting— America, the Near East, the Far East—  
you name it, he had been I He had a passion for golf— a late developer 
in this field— and was a member of Pleasington Golf Club.

Following a service in Blackburn Cathedral conducted by the 
Provost, the Very Rev. Lawrence Jackson, the interment took 
place at St. Peter's Churchyard, Salesbury. H.K.

ALBERT EDWARD BRISCOE
ONE of our oldest old boys, Mr. Albert Edward Briscoe (1904-06) 
died in a Southport nursing home on 21st November, 1976, after 
being in failing health for some time. He was 85 and a bachelor.

Mr. Briscoe was a director of C. T. Briscoe 8- Son Ltd., electrical 
engineers of Preston New Road, a company founded by his father 
and which closed a few years ago.

He served in the Royal Navy for three years in the first world war 
and in the second war Lieutenant R.N.V.R., and an officer in Black
burn Sea Cadets.

He was well known in Freemasonry, a past master of his Black
burn Lodge and in the United Grand Lodge of England held the 
rank of past Grand Standard Bearer. Until it was demolished, he 
worshipped at St. George's Presbyterian Church.

DR. FRANK 
RIDEHALGH

R ISH T O N -B O R N  Dr. Frank 
Ridehalgh (1919-26) died at his 
home in Oxford, on 7th January, 
1977.

He was House Captain 
(Howard) and school Vice
captain. On leaving Q EGS he 
went to King’s College, Cam
bridge moving on to Charing 
Cross Hospital where he was 
awarded an open scholarship in 
pathology. He collected two 
degrees at Cambridge, one at 
Oxford and became an FRCP.

He was a former president of 
the British Tubercolosis Associa
tion and served as Senior Chest 
Physician at the United Oxford 
Hospitals. He was also a univer
sity of Oxford lecturer in chest 
diseases.

DR. T Y L E R

Form er 
accountant 
dies at 8 8

Reginald Haworth was born in 
Blackburn in 1888, fifth in a 
family of six boys; his father was 
a manager of the Leeds— Liver
pool Canal. He attended Queen 
Elizabeth's in 1898 with his 
brothers but later transferred to 
Merchant Taylors School, 
Crosby, when his family moved 
to Liverpool.

He became a chartered 
accountant with a firm in Liver
pool and then served in the 
Liverpool Rifles in France during 
the 1914-18  war.

He remained overseas, 
working in France and Belgium 
with the then Imperial War 
Graves Commission, whose 
business it was to provide suit
able cemeteries and memorials 
for the war dead.

He was married in 1936 and 
remained in France until war 
was once again declared. He 
was instrumental in successfully 
evacuating many of the IW GC 
personnel from Northern France 
n advance of Dunkirk. There is 
an unpublished manuscript in 
which he wrote of this adventure, 
called "Flight from Flanders".

He retired shortly after the 
war but always remained ex
tremely active, assisting in Civil 
Defence work and in the running 
of a local branch of the National 
Trust; he was a keen fisherman 
and golfer, a good watercolour 
painter and photographer.

Reginald Haworth was always 
immensely proud of his family 
association with Queen Eliza
beth's and he and his daughter 
were very pleased when the 
Haworth Medal was instituted 
in 1961. He was very glad that 
his return to the North of 
England allowed him to attend 
several Speech Days in recent 
years.

He died on 15 November,
1976, aged 88.

M A X  RILEY
Mr. Max Riley who came to 

Q EG S in 1937, died in hospital 
on 22nd March, 1977.

Mr. Riley was a dental surgeon 
graduating B.D.S. at Queen's 
University, Belfast, He left 
school in 1942 and during the 
war he was a pilot in the 
RAFVR.



Governor dies at 68
M R. Charles Ronald "R o n n ie " Davies, a governor of the 
School since 1951, died at his home in East Park Road, on 
19th January, 1977, aged 68.

He was an old boy of Accring
ton Grammar School, and a 
gifted cricketer and amateur 
footballer in his younger days.

Mr. Davies was registrar of 
the High Court and County 
Court for the Preston group of 
courts, covering courts at Black
burn, Blackpool, Preston and 
Chorley. He retired at the end of 
1976.

He was a Deputy Lieutenant 
of Lancashire, a member of the 
central council of the M ag is
trates’ Courts Committee, chair
man of Lancashire Magistrates' 
Courts Committee and also of 
Blackburn Magistrates.

Recently he was appointed a 
Deputy Lieutenant of Lancashire

He was president and senior 
director of Blackburn Rovers, 
a Vice-president and former 
treasurer of Lancashire County
C.C., a life-member and former 
president and chairman of the 
Lancashire League and president 
of East Lancashire C.C.

During the war as a Territorial 
Army Officer, he served in France 
and was in the evacuation from 
Dunkirk, serving later in West 
and North Africa, the Middle 
East and Greece. He reached 
the rank of major and was 
awarded the Territorial Decora
tion.

E. W. Graham
We have just heard, as we go 

to press, of the death of Eric 
Walter Graham, M.B.E., on 
9th May, at Harrow-on-the Hill, 
aged 60. He suffered severly 
from a rheumatoid condition. 
He was at School from 1928 to 
1933 and was a Life Member of 
the Association. He leaves a 
widow and daughter.

DR. RALPH

A L A N  
C A R P E N T E R
IT W A S  sad indeed to hear of th e 
death of Alan Carpenter in 
autumn last year.

Known to everyone as "P ing", 
though I never heard of a good 
reason for it, he and I were 
thrown together by circum
stances in spite of his being a 
year ahead of me at school 
(1929-38). We both wandered 
down to town for our lunch and, 
in time both saved a few coppers 
a day by buying biscuits instead, 
Alan to buy jazz-records and 
radio parts . . .  I went to Ewood 
Park. We were appointed joint 
Vice-Captains of School in 1937 
and stood side-by-side, clothed 
only in brick-dust as Indian 
Braves as a back-cloth to 
Hiawatha on Speech Day that 
year.

In 1938 Alan went to Gonville 
and Caius College, Cambridge 
with an Open Entrance Scholar
ship in Natural Science. Success
ful academically always, he 
joined the Applied Psychology 
Research Unit in Cambridge 
(part of the M.R.C.) in 1947 and 
worked there until his illness. 
Radio remained his main interest 
and although it was not his 
particular responsibility, all the 
electronics and design in the 
Unit were done through him. 
The Head of the Unit tells us 
that Alan was very much liked 
and respected. Married three 
times, he leaves a grown-up 
family, many friends and, such 
was his nature, not an enemy in 
the world.

F.B.

MARSDEN

C. R. D A V IE S

Henry 
Southworth
Mr. Henry Southworth, a life- 

member of the Old Blackburnians 
Association died in hospital on 
11th March, 1977. He was at 
school from 1918 to 1924t 
.travelling in from his home a 
Withnell. On leaving school he 
joined Robert P. Watson and 
Company, Blackburn, Incorpora
ted Insurance Brokers, became a 
partner in 1945 and sole proprie
tor in 1960. He lived in Wilworth 
Crescent, Blackburn.

Accountants 
assistant 
retires

Eddie Dean (1923-28) has 
retired as an accounts assistant 
after working for 48 years with 
the North Western Newspaper 
Co Ltd, Blackburn.

The company produces the 
Lancashire Evening Telegrpah 
and the Evening Star. Eddie, 63, 
was presented with a suitcase by 
his colleagues.

He joined the firm as an office 
boy and messenger from School 
and was transferred to the cash 
office in 1930.

He served in the Navy during 
the second world war and re
turned to the firm in 1945. He 
was appointed accounts assis
tant special projects in 1973.

On the line
Well known sportsman, Peter 

Hargreaves (1951-58), a 
prominent member of the Black
burn Referees' Association, is 
now on the Football League list 
of linesmen.
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We have just learned, as we go to press, of the death, after a short 
illness, of Dr. Ralph Marsden of Harrogate.

Dr. Marsden, brother of Mr. Carl Marsden who is a governor of the 
School, was at QEG S from 1 919-28. On leaving school he proceeded 
to Manchester University where he graduated B.Sc. with first class 
honours in chemistry and obtained his M.Sc. the following year. He 
then went on to New College, Oxford where he was awarded his 
D.Phil. for research in chemistry.

He spent the whole of his career as a research chemist with Shirley 
Institute, North British Rayon Ltd. and ICI Ltd. When he retired some 
five years ago he took a teaching post at Ashville College, Harrogate. 
He turned his attention to cricket and passed the written examination 
of the Association of Cricket Umpires. He was also a keen amateur 
painter.



M A G I S T E R  Page 6

OLD BLACKS FOOTBALLERS FADE OUT
TH E O LD  B lacks 
season opened on 
Saturday A ugust 21 
in w hat is now  the 
traditional manner 
w ith the Old B lacks  
Sevens Tournament.

On a fine afternoon, 16 of 
the best teams in the Lanca
shire Amateur League pro
duced some excellent foot
ball, the home club going 
out in the semi-finals to 
eventual winners Whalley 
Range, w ho beat Burnley 
G S O B  4 -3  in the final.

This season saw the intro
duction of an extended league 
programme for the first and 
second elevens each team 
having to play 30 games.

With new captain Phil Sumner 
installed and doing very well, 
the first team fought their way to 
the top of the Premier Division 
with only three weeks of the 
season remaining, but two 
draws and two defeats in the 
last four games saw their 
challenge fade and eventually

AT THE FINISH
they had to settle for fourth 
position.

With the discontiuation of the 
League Cup Competition, there 
are now only two Cup Com 
petitions in which the Club com
petes; the Club's participation 
in the F.A. Challenge Vase was 
very brief, for after receiving a 
bye in the first round they went 
down 3-1 away to Corinthians 
in the next round. A  promising 
run in the Lancashire Amateur 
Cup ended with a 4th Round 
5 -3  defeat at the hands of 
Prescott B.l. after earlier vic
tories over Ainsdale and Old 
Chaddertonians.

The second eleven proved to 
be the draw specialists of the 
Club, tying 13 of their 30 fixtures 
and finishing in mid-table with 
29 points. Alan Pemberton has 
built a useful side with excellent 
team spirit which promises much 
for next season.

The third and fourth teams 
have also enjoyed a good 
season, the thirds in particular 
showing great promise on oc-

THOMAS BRIGGS
(B L A C K B U R N ) LTD.

P R I N T E R S

B O O K B I N D E R S

S T A T I O N E R S

C A T A L O G U E S  M A G A Z I N E S  B R O C H U R E S  P O S T E R S  

A C C O U N T  B O O K S  L O O S E - L E A F  S H E E T S  S T A T I O N E R Y

DUKE STREET NORTHGATE 

TEL. 55651

BLACKBURN

casions, but the notable feature 
has been the undying en
thusiasm of the players in these 
teams, which has been re
flected in much improved results 
from last season.

Representative honours for 
the Lancashire Amateur League 
were gained by three players, 
P. Sumner, B. Hardcastle and 
D. Partington, another indication 
of the current playing strength of 
the Club.

This year's award for the 
Club's 'Player of the Year' has 
gone to Eric Maddox, who has 
done especially well after con
verting himself into a full-back 
from being a left winger, es
tablishing himself in the second 
eleven and would surely have 
gone higher but for the con
tinued good form of veteran 
defender Roger Horrocks in the 
first team.

The Club's leading goal- 
scorer was Roger Masters with 
20 goals followed by Craig 
Hindle (15), Tony McNamee 
(14) Peter Lawson and Mick 
McNamee (13).

Although the Old Blacks did 
not pick up any trophies this 
year, the Club has enjoyed a 
good season and looks forward 
to next year with confidence and 
anticipates continued improve
ment in the performances and 
results of all four teams.

Mr. David H. Dunn (1941
50) has been elected Captain of 
Wilpshire Golf Club. Mr. Dunn 
was Vice-Captain of the School, 
Captain of Grenville House and 
Captain of School Football. 
He attended St. Peters Hall, 
Oxford University and was 
awarded his Blue for Association 
Football. He graduated B.A. in 
1953 and joined the family 
business, Shopfitters (Lanca
shire) Ltd., Oswaldtwistle. He 
has been Chairman of the Com 
pany since 1961.

I\leil is made 
Freeman 

of London
Neil D. M argerison  (1929
1934) (Raleigh) w a s  noti
fied on the Queen 's B irth 
day that he had been made 
a Freeman o f the C ity of 
London. A  w ar-tim e Lieut. 
Colonel, M r. M argerison  
is  the national Chairman  
o f the Guild o f M aste r  
Craftsm en o f w hom  M rs.  
M argaret Thatcher M P  is  
the Patron. He is a lso  
m anaging director o f a 
firm  o f international con 
sultants. He served pre
v iously in H ong K ong as  
the chairm an o f the Far 
East sector o f a merchant- 
banking group.

Chance to obtain place mats
T H O S E  m em bers o f the 
Assoc iation  w ho attended 
the Annual Dinner in Big  
Schoo l last December w ill 
recall the use, for the first  
time, o f the splendid new  
place m ats for the dining 
tables, w hich  are a g ift  to 
the A ssoc iation  by the chair
man o f our London Branch, 
M r. Paul N. Price.

The A ssoc iation  w ishes to 
place on record our grateful 
thanks to M r. Price for his 
m ost generous g ift  w hich is 
greatly appreciated.

S o  im pressed were the 
mem bers w ith the m ats that 
several inquiries have been 
received regarding the p o s 
sib ility o f their being avail
able for purchase and the 
Com m ittee o f the A sso c ia 
tion accordingly took the

matter up w ith M r. Price 
w ho expressed his w illin g 
ness to co-operate. The m ats 
are approximately 8| inches 
by 7J inches, in melamine, 
fin ished in the school blue 
colour w ith school crest, in 
white, a s  the centre motif. 
Further details and prices 
are in the advertisem ent on 
the loose inset in th is issue  
o f Magister. Please note 
that orders cannot be accep
ted after 30th September.

M r. Price points out that 
w e w ould  need a total order 
of at least 100 m ats to enable 
him to proceed and orders 
will be subject to th is  
proviso. M r. Price has a lso  
very kindly agreed to offer a 
d iscount to the A ssoc iation  
on the total order.
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New governor is 
a former nurse

'Concerned about people'
TH E S C H O O L 'S  new governor, from  B lack
burn District, Councillor M rs. Edna Arnold, 
is a former nurse w ho is keen on com pre
hensive education.

Mrs. Arnold, chairman of Blackburn District Transport 
Committee and vice-chairman of the social service com 
mittee, was born in Liverpool.

Her family moved to Heswall 
and she attended school in 
North Wales at Penros College, 
Colwyn Bay.

She began nursing at the 
Northern Hospital, Liverpool and 
married in 1959.

Mrs. Arnold, 40, has two boys, 
Mark, 14, and Julien, six. Mark 
attends Darwen Vale High 
School, Darwen, and Julien 
goes to Feniscowles County 
Primary.

Mrs. Arnold went into politics 
four years ago because she was 
"concerned about people. I 
found I could do more for 
people as a councillor than as a 
nurse and I was happy to do so."

Her husband Keith, Tory Agent 
for Blackburn, had become in
terested in politics about three 
years before and has been an 
agent in various parts of the 
North West for about seven 
years.

Mrs. Arnold is a governor of 
many schools in Lancashire and 
usually helps to select governors 
for schools in Blackburn.

She was pleased that Alison 
Lord won the metalwork prize 
and hoped to see more girls 
gaining academic successes.

Mrs. Arnold, who is also vice
chairman of Blackburn Education 
Committee, wants everyone to 
have freedom of education —  
whether to choose comprehen
sive or direct grant.

R a ise  stan d a rd s
"Both types of schools have 

their use in society and I am 
keen on comprehensive edu
cation, providing it strives for 
excellence. These schools need 
not lower standards but could 
raise them," she said.

" I don't think my son Mark 
would benefit from moving to 
QEGS, but I hope Julian may 
reach the standard later," she 
said.

One person who has no 
worries about his son 's educa
tion is the County choice for 
Governor, the Rev. Albert Ed
ward Bland of Immanuel 
Church, Feniscowles, who 
lives just down the road from 
Mrs. Arnold, of Langdale Ave.

Mr. Bland's sons, David Ed
w ard (1951-57), a lecturer in 
economic history at Sheffield 
University, and Paul H ow ard  
(1956-62), a barrister on the 
North Manchester Circuit, are 
both old boys.

Royal A rtillery
Mr. Bland, 54, was born in 

Walton-le-Dale, and, after at
tending Farington Endowed 
School and Preston Technical 
College, served in the Royal 
Artillery during the war.

He was a manufacturer's 
agent for 14 years before 
studying for the priesthood at 
St. Michael's Theological 
College, Llandaff.

He was ordained deacon at 
St. Stephen's-on-the-Cliffs, 
Blackpool in December 1962, 
and a priest at Blackburn 
Cathedral a year later.

He served his title at St. 
Cuthbert's, Darwen, and was 
appointed vicar of St. John's, 
Darwen, in 1965. Two years 
later, he moved to Feniscowles.

He married Lilian Simmonds 
just before the war and has been 
a councillor for eight years, 
serving first on Blackburn RDC  
for Livesey and Pleasington from 
1969-74 and then on the 
County's Darwen Div. 3 since 
1973.

Lastly —  a word from our 
first woman governor, which 
may lead us to expect more 
women in the future. "A  lot of 
women in Blackburn would 
have given their eye teeth to be a 
governor—  I am honoured that 
I was chosen and hope to add a 
few ideas when I become more 
acquainted with the running of 
the school."

Records man 
retires from 
newspaper

ONE of Magister's main "men- 
behind-the-scenes", John  Har- 
geaves (1926-28), of Beech- 
wood Drive, Blackburn, chief 
librarian at Lancashire Evening 
Telegraph, is to retire in October.

He joined the composing 
staff of the Northern Daily Tele
graph from School, then moved 
to the Blackburn Times in 1954 
to become deputy overseer of 
the linotype department.

He returned to the Telegraph 
in 1958 to become head reader. 
He was appointed chief librarian 
in 1962.

His main hobby is music, 
having been organist and choir
master at several churches in 
Blackburn and district, including 
St. Barnabas', Blackburn, and 
St. John's, Great Harwood. He 
held similar post at Holy Trinity 
Church, Blackburn, for the past 
three-and-a-half years.

O B A  vice president J im  
W arner (1943-48) has been 
prom oted superintendent in 
com m and of the Blackburn  
Sub -d iv ision  o f Lancashire  
Constabulary.

Break with 

tradition at 

Ladies Evening
The Yorkshne Branch Ladies 

Evening was held at the Cairn 
Hotel, Harrogate on Friday 
April 22.

Breaking with the tradition of 
no speeches, tributes were paid 
to Harry and Margaret by several 
old boys, who felt the occasion of 
Harry's retirement from School, 
but certainly not the O.B. 
Association, should not pass 
without some few words of 
praise and thanks for all that 
Harry has done and does for the 
School and the Association, and 
especially for the links which 
have been forged between the 
Yorkshire Branch and the School.

Harry replied in his inimitable 
breezy manner, very reminiscent 
of the Annual Dinner occasion, 
and Douglas Coulson, as Head 
Master, spoke of the successes 
and the continual prosperity of 
the School, and generally put us 
in the picture about what was 
happening in West Park Road.

Those present were: Douglas 
and Betty Coulson, Harry and 
Margaret King, Ron and Kathleen 
Hunter, Ken and Barbara Chad
wick, Charles and Marjorie Har
vey, Noreen Mayo, David and 
Betty Riding, Peter and Dorrie 
Ronson, Guy and Tanya 
Shuttleworth, and Eric and 
Betty West.

G .M .S.

THE Cheshire and South M an 
chester Branch of the Old 
Blackburnians' Association held 
their Annual Ladies' Evening on 
Fiiday May 13th atthe Bowdon 
Hotel Bowdon Cheshire.

The Loyal toast was proposed 
by Mr. H. Ramsbottom, secre
tary of the branch and Mr. H. S. 
Liversedge welcomed the 
guests. The Headmaster, Mr. 
D. J. Coulson and Mr. H. King 
replied on behalf of the guests.

The full list of those attending 
was: From Blackburn; Chairman 
of Governors, Mr. W. Hare and 
Mrs. Hare, the Headmaster Mr.
D. J. Coulson, the School Bursar 
Mr. R. Hunter and Mrs. Hunter, 
Mr. Ef Mrs. E. J. Kay, Mr. & Mrs.
H. King and Mr. &• Mrs. F. Raby.

From the branch; Mr. D. 
Appleton and guest, Mr. Ef Mrs.
C. Bainbridge, Mrs. Ef Mr. B. 
Batey, Mr. D. C. Bradley and 
guest. Dr. T. S. Hindle, Mr. &• 
Mrs. P. L. Jones, Mr. &• Mrs.
H. S. Liversedge, Dr. and Mrs. H. 
Morris, Mr. & Mrs. H. Rams
bottom, Mr. Ef Mrs. E. W. Taylor 
and Mr. & Mrs. E. West. H.K.
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'A  kindly m an '
Dinner cont. from 
Back Page

He has worked very hard on 
the reporting side and deserves 
all our thanks for the production 
of this issue.

He left the diners in no doubt 
that he will not be retiring from 
the Association.

Harry became a life member 
of the Association in 1930 when 
his father paid the three guineas 
fee.

He was given a pair of 
binoculars by Association presi
dent Mr. J. R. Hindle as "an 
interim presentation and token 
of esteem", on behalf of the old 
boys, and a standing ovation 
from those present.

Mr. King hoped he would find 
"some small part to play in the 
continuing success and prosp
erity of the School."

Mr. Hindle said he had never 
experienced a reception like the 
one for Mr. King —  a measure of 
the esteem in which he was held 
by the old boys.

The Headmaster Mr. Douglas 
J. Coulson said generations of 
pupils would remember Mr. 
King as "a kindly man, a virtue 
all too rare these days".

The School had gone from 
strength to strength since in
dependence. There were more 
than 1,000 pupils including 13 
girls in the sixth form.

Eleven hundred GCE passes 
with 85 per cent at 'O ' level was 
a record. The School was in a 
happy and flourishing state not 
only academically but culturally 
and in sport .A moral and Chris
tian outlook gave a disciplined 
framework to provide the ability 
to reach goals and create a 
worthwhile society. A  sponsored 
walk for Help the Aged had 
raised £500.

Q EG S was making a worth
while contribution to the es
tablishment of educational 
achievements and could afford 
to build with confidence for the 
future.

Col. John Whitaker was once 
again the oldest old boy at the 
dinner, toasting the president 
for the years 1900 -1910.

Mr. Eric West (1933-39) 
North West regional manager of 
Lloyds Bank proposed a toast to 
the School. Mr. Coulson replied, 
Blackburn estate agent David B. 
Hollen proposed a toast to the 
guests, to which the Provost 
replied. Mr. Derek Lund, School 
domestic bursar was toast
master.
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David Fletcher (1948-54), 
editor o f the Edinburgh  
m onthly literary and political 
review Blackwood 's Magazine, 
w rites below  about h is  
tim e at school w ith  
m em ories o f form er teach
ers.

M Y  subject was geography —  
that is, I was reasonably good at 
it —  but I cannot bring to mind 
the name of a single teacher of 
that subject; there seemed to be 
a succession of teachers. I recall 
only one by his nickname: 
"E s  ne Nez" —  which was en
tirely appropriate I

M y  interest in literature was 
encouraged by Pecker Eastwood
—  chiefly for his reading of Puck  
of Pook 's H ill— and Tom 
Crehan. More than anyone else, 
Killer Watson was responsible 
for giving me some self
confidence. I failed miserably at 
French, but he made German 
blindingly simple. N.S.T. Benson 
never made much sense of 
Latin for me, but that piercing 
gaze has stayed with me He has 
now been ordained. A  former 
co-director, a retired Group Cap
tain, served with him as a flying 
instructor.

As I write, the names of other 
staff come back to me. I remem
ber a woodwork master, Mr. 
Treen —  another appropriate 
name.

Incidentally, I went to QEGS 
on the recommendation of 
Randolph Pilling —  an architect 
by day and a double-bass 
player at the Astoria, Rawten- 
stall by night. His father had 
preceded mine as the manager 
of the District Bank at Padiham.

I hope to have the opportu
nity of looking round the School. 
I know my wife would welcome 
the chance.

I would be pleased to receive 
information about the Old Boys' 
Association. I seem to remember 
Philip Hacking asking me to 
join, but I regret to say I did 
nothing about it.

David Fletcher

University of Salford 
Department of Biology

Dear Sir,
I was an assistant biology 

master at School from 1936 to
1946, when I left to take up a 
post as Lecturer in Education at 
the University of Manchester. 
After a period in the Department 
of Zoology of the university, I 
came to Salford and a few 
years ago, took a chair here and 
am now Chairman of Depart
ment.

In the 1940s I helped one of 
the students at Queen Eliza
beth’s namely Mr. Trevor Villiers, 
to obtain his "O "  and " A "  levels 
in biology. After graduating 
from the University of London 
he obtained a Ph.D degree for 
research and he has been 
Professor of Biology in the 
University of Natal for the last 
ten years or so. I think you will 
be interested to know that 
Prof. Villiers is joining me here at 
Salford as a professor in botany 
on August 1st. (See page 16)'

I think it says something for 
the School that both of us have 
had associations with it. I find 
there are in Salford quite a num
ber of "Q E G S " old boys on the 
staff and also among our 
students. I hope that this is in
dicative of the good relation
ships which will develop be
tween the School and this 
University especially in this 
department in the years that lie 
ahead.

I think that most of the mem
bers of staff when I was there 
have now left, with the excep
tion possibly of Mr. Ingham. 
(See page 16).

Yours faithfully
E. J. Popham

Diploma for 
plant manager
Plant manager G eoff N e w 

ton (1946-51) has been awar
ded the diploma in safety 
management by the British 
Council.

Geoff, of Metropolitan Flexible 
Products, Great Harwood, was 
among 90 to receive the diploma 
at a ceremony in Goldsmith's 
Hall, London.

The diploma course gives a 
comprehensive training in indus
trial safety and advanced safety 
techniques.

O.U. degree
D. R. M a th e w s (1946-54) 
Graduated B.A. with the Open 
University in sciences and edu
cational psychology.
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NEW MANAGER 
AT BANK

M r. Brian Batey, at present 
assistant manager at the M id 
land Bank, Warrington, has 
been appointed manager of the 
bank's branch at Skelmersdale.

Mr. Batey, who was at School 
from 1940-44, joined the M id 
land Bank at Darwen on leaving 
school, and has served in 
several branches of the bank in 
Lancashire. He is an active mem
ber of the South Lancashire and 
Cheshire Branch of the OBA.

Science head
D. M . Martin, M.A., Ph.D.
(1958-65) Appointed Head of 
the Science Department, Hyde 
Grammar School.

M r. Bert " J o e "  Mercer,
who attended QEGS from 1928 
to 1931 and one of Great Har
w ood's best known sporting 
personalities has joined the 
Board of Great Harwood Foot
ball Club. A squash and hockey 
player for the County in his time 
and hockey player for the 
Mr. Mercer has driven for 
Healey's in the Monte Carlo 
Rally and other big races. Joe 
lives in Cornwall and owns a pub 
The Four Ways in St. Minver; he 
commutes between Great Har
wood and St. Minver every 
fortnight. See Magister 19.



Coincidence in 
Calgary C on tac t

Tom is appointed 
acting 
consul in 
Bangkok

BR IT ISH  E M B A S S Y
BANG KO K
TH A ILAN D

Dear Sir
I received last year's 1976 

issue of Magister and was 
most interested as ever to read 
of the School going from 
strength to strength and to see 
news of old friends.

The wide-reaching effects of 
Magister were proved to me 
only last week when I received a 
letter from Calgary. A  contem
porary at Q EGS during the 
same period as myself had 
noticed my name in a former 
edition of the magazine at the 
time of my transfer to Thailand.

Having business with the 
Embassy here who better to 
approach than a former school 
fellow I At the same time he gave 
me news of other Old Black
burnians in Calgary whilst in my 
reply I was able to tell him that 
the Managing Editor of the 
"Bangkok Post" was also at 
school with us. (Graeme Stanton 
(1949-55)— See "Magister 16—  
page 10.

I note the increasing cost of 
production of the magazine and 
am enclosing a small contri
bution towards my copies.

I cannot recall whether or not 
I have written to the editor since 
my substantive appointment as 
British Vice-Consul in Bangkok 
in March 1975. See Magister 19.

Last April H M  Consul in 
Bangkok left the country for six 
months and H M  Ambassador 
saw fit to appoint me Acting 
Consul and Information First 
Secretary for the period of his ab
sence, whilst a Vice-Consul was 
sent out to cover my position. In 
July last year I was asked to 
become Secretary and Hon. 
Treasurer of the Bangkok Con
sular Corps, the International 
organisation of diplomats res
ponsible for consular affairs in 
Thailand. I shall hold the post 
for the foreseeable future. In
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January 1976, I was honoured 
to be elected President of the 
Bangkok St. George's Society.

Should any Old Black
burnians visit Bangkok on 
business or pass through on 
their way to other countries I 
should be very pleased to hear 
from them.

Yours faithfully 
T. K. Southworth (1948-54)

(Editor's note: Bob Darwent 
1947-54), Dr. Roger Maltby 
(1948-53) and Dr. Ian Oates 
(1948-55) are members of the 
Canadian branch who were 
contemporaries of Tom South- 
worth.) See Magister 16.

Doctor 
emigrates to 
New Zealand

Flat 4 Middlemore Hosp.
Auckland
New Zealand 

Dear Sir,
I have recently emigrated to 

New Zealand where I shall con
tinue to practise medicine (at 
present I am medical registrar in 
the above hospital.)

For the sake of simplification 
I would now like to become a 
life member of the Old Blacks 
and enclose a cheque for fifteen 
pounds.

Please continue to send 
Magister to my parents address 
so that they can be forwarded.
I always enjoy reading about the 
School.

Kind regards
Michael R. Wilkinson

Dr. J. R. & Mrs. Maltby 
Box 59-Site 2-S.S.3 
Calgary Alta. Canada 
T3C-3N9 
April 1977

Dear Sir 
Old Boys seem to be flooding 

into Calgary these days, one at 
a time to a total of two I Roger 
Pilkington phoned me to say 
Chris Nash (at Q EGS in the 
1950s) was in town on business 
— he is now with IB M  in Toronto. 
I had known Chris slightly from 
scout camps when I went as 
assistant scout master with 
Geoff Tate when I was at univer
sity. We got Bob Darwent 
rounded up and all met for 
dinner. A s bad luck would have 
it a business meeting had been 
re-scheduled and Chris had to 
leave early but at least we got 
together.

The other contact is one of 
those odd coincidences. We 
were visiting the Darwents a few 
weeks ago, and Bob 's mother 
had written saying a former 
neighbour's nephew was now 
in Montreal and what about in
viting him over sometime. M on 
treal is 2000 miles from Calgary, 
so Blackburn is almost as close I 
Anyway, I took his name and 
address (David Whalley 1955
63) as Bob is not a noted letter- 
writer and wrote to see who and 
what he was. Imagine my sur
prise to get a phone call a few 
days later to say he is also an

anaesthetist and was interested 
in a consultant post that we in 
Calgary have vacant. He has 
applied for the position and we 
hope to see him later this month 
for interview. We have not seen 
Roy Ashcroft recently, it is his 
busy season as a vet. His wife 
was here last weekend and we 
had their two boys to stay with 
us while she went to a con
vention for two nights. Hugh 
Macklin has not been well all 
winter, in and out of hospital 
with heart failure, but he is as 
alert as ever and will be 84 in 
June. Alan Lomax has been 
down the 600 miles from Fort 
Saint John twice and is settled 
there. He got his FRCS (Canada) 
last December.

We were all very sorry to hear 
of Doc Tyler's death, at the same 
time most grateful for all he did 
for us in his vigorous life. We 
talked at the dinner of him and of 
Spike Kennedy, Pecker East
wood, Leo Collier who con
tributed so much during our 
school years. We even got 
around to Disce Prodesse —  the 
masters at Q EGS certainly set a 
fine example of living that motto.

Contrary to what you may 
have heard of a hard north 
American winter, here in the 
west we had one of the mildest 
on record and very little snow.

Everything still looks dead but 
within the next month every
thing will suddenly turn green.

Looking for trainees ?
T H E  S C H O O L ’S  careers m aster, M r. E. J. 
W hittle , is  try in g  to  d raw  up a reg iste r o f 
p o ss ib le  em ploym ent o u tle ts  fo r  th o se  b o y s  
w h o  leave sch o o l either a fter ta k in g  " O "  
level or after " A "  level and are lo o k in g  for  
im m ediate  em ploym ent rather than fu ll tim e  
further education.

M r. W h itt le  is  an x iou s to  em p h asise  that  
he is  certain ly  no t seek in g  any special 
favou rs, but w o u ld  appreciate  tha t any O ld  
B oy  w h o se  firm  or b u s in e ss  d o e s fro m  tim e  
to  tim e  have em ploym ent o p e n in g s  su itab le  
fo r  the  tw o  ca te go rie s nam ed above, w ou ld  
con tact h im  by su p p ly in g  the nam e o f  the  
b u s in e ss, a descrip tion  o f  the type o f jo b (s)  
tha t m igh t be available, a te lephone num ber 
and the nam e o f  the personne l o ffice r  or 
other executive to  w h o m  he sh ou ld  m ake  
in itial overtures.
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Chairman hits 
at trade unions

HEADMASTER'S SPEECH

Unqualified 
success in 
exam results

C H A IR M A N  of the Gover
nors Mr. William Hare re
buked trade unionists w ho 
wanted to see the abolition 
of the Charity Law to re
duce the number of in 
dependent schools.

"Som e trade unions have ex
pressed the view that too many 
former pupils of independent 
schools obtain the highest 
positions of responsibility in in
dustry and the professions, and 
they react by demanding that 
such schools should be abol- 
such schools should be 
abolished.

"They overlook the fact that 
the main reason why those 
pupils do so well is because 
their academic record proves 
that they are capable of doing the 
task which their employers wish 
them to do.

"They have not succeeded in 
their career simply because they 
have been to an independent 
school, but because they have 
proved by their examination 
results, by their application, hard 
work and self discipline, that 
they have the competence to 
face the difficult tasks which 
will later be assigned to them."

Mr. Hare accused the trade 
unions of trying to abolish the 
charitable status for independent 
schools in an attempt to reduce 
their numbers. More brighter

pupils would be forced into the 
state system because their 
parents would no longer be able 
to afford the fees.

Fees would have to be in
creased if the charitable status 
was withdrawn.

He said that if brighter pupils 
were forced into state schools, 
they would not automatically 
achieve the "same degree of 
educational success they would 
have hitherto achieved in the 
independent sector.

"Som e of them, of course, 
would. Those who were fortu
nate enough to be transferred 
to the successful and disciplined 
schools in the state system 
would, no doubt, make the 
grade.

"But my complaint against the 
trade unions’ attitude is that 
they are wanting to destroy 
what already succeeds, for 
purely political motives and not 
for motives of education.

"Because surely, if the in
dependent schools are already 
producing the pupils who are 
capable of doing the job, then 
why prevent them from con
tinuing to do s o ? "

He said it was "most 
heartening” to hear of Lanca
shire Education Committee's 
proposals for "return to really 
meaningful testing of children in 
Lancashire schools at various 
stages."

TH IS  H AS been a significant 
year in our history, for, with the 
Government’s ending of the 
Direct Grant system last August, 
1976-77  was to be our first 
year as and independent school.

I am delighted to be able to tell 
you that it has been a year of 
quite outstanding and un
qualified success. (See bold 
panels).

Of the 18 scholarships 
awarded this year by the Peel 
Trust, based on the competitive 
performance at Advanced Level 
of boys and girls in all Black
burn's schools, nine were gained 
by boys at Queen Elizabeth's. It 
is imperative, I believe, that 
schools such as ours should 
have, as one of their principal 
objectives, the setting and 
maintaining of the highest pos
sible academic standards, and I 
hope that you will feel, as I do, 
that in the past year we have 
done that —  and done it con
vincingly.

We hope to continue this 
successful pattern in the years 
ahead, for the School is full; 
each year, including this year, 
we are recruiting large numbers 
of boys of real ability —  and 
girls, too, at sixth form level —  so 
that, in spite of the present 
Government’s unremitting hos
tility towards independent

Thirteen boys w ill be 
go ing  to Oxbridge in 
October. O f 123 boys w ho  
left Schoo l last year, 69 
w ent to  universities and 
polytechnics; 13 to tech
nical co lleges; 31 to em 
ployment and four to 
other schools.

schools; in spite of inflation and 
the economic situation, the 
School's future seems bright and 
full of promise.

The reasons for this, I suppose, 
are not far to seek. Firstly, the 
School is a caring community 
and parents in general ap
preciate that we are concerned, 
not only to teach boys and girls 
chemistry and mathematics, 
English and classics to the full 
extent of their capabilities, but 
to develop and nourish as many

M R . C O U L S O N

talents and interests as a boy or 
girl may possess.

Those who come to our 
musical concerts and plays; to 
our parents' evenings and sw im 
ming galas and Cathedral 
services; who hear of the fine 
work that our community service 
organisation carries out term by 
term in so many different 
spheres of activity; who come 
to support our scouts and our 
cricketers and footballers and 
fencers of all ages will know, for 
yourselves, how well we are 
able to succeed in this most vital 
aspect of education.

Secondly, the School is a com
munity that seems to inspire the 
greatest goodwill and support 
from its many parents. Consider 
our annual appeal to the parents 
of boys, new to the School, for 
our Horncliffe Building Scheme; 
this year, for example, in Novem
ber, we asked these parents to 
aim for a new target of £15,000. 
By the end of February, the 
figure had already exceeded 
£ 20,000 .

Year by year this close and 
generous co-operation between 
home and school is something 
that gives both strength and en
couragement to my colleagues 
on the staff and to myself; to
gether with a sense of involve
ment and participation that is of 
immense value to the School.

We are fortunate too in that 
we have as you all know a 
staff whose commitment to 
Queen Elizabeth’s needs no 
elaboration from me. Hard-



Genius of the blowlamp
A lth o u gh  b lo w lam p  beauty A liso n  

Jenn ie  Lord is  not yet an "o ld  b o y ",  
she  is  the f ir s t  g irl pupil to  be 
featured in M agister —  and d eserved 
ly, fo r  A lison , 17, o f Saw le y  Lodge, 
Saw ley, w o n  the S ch o o l m eta lw ork  
prize th is  year.

A liso n  began m eta lw ork  a s  an a l
ternative to  sport. In ste ad  o f w e t  
c ro s s  country  runs to  the Spread

Eagle, sh e  concentrated  on m ak ing  
a silver butterfly  and rings.

There are seven g ir ls  s tu d y in g  
m eta lw ork  and teacher M r. Barry  
B ro w n  sa y s  A liso n  s h o w s  a fa ir  
degree o f  dexterity and sk ill to  say  
she  h a s ju st  started.

Sh e  co llected  her prize at Speech  
Day  —  a b low lam p.

HEADMASTER'S 
SPEECH (cont.)
working and dedicated they 
have the good of the school at 
the centre of their work and ap
proach to teaching and I know 
for example of many boys who 
have cause to be thankful for 
the extra concern, the extra 
half-hour's teaching in the 
dinner hour or after school that 
is always unstintingly given. I 
should like publicly to acknow
ledge my thanks —  and yours
—  to them for all that they do.

There are two further groups 
of people to whom I would like 
to express my thanks and those 
of the School —  first to the 
Lancashire Education Committee 
for its continuing support of the 
School through the free places 
which it is again offering this 
year and the greatly appreciated 
assistance in the matter of sixth 
form fees. Second to the Gover
nors who under the tireless and 
energetic leadership of the 
Chairman Mr. Hare play so 
vtial a part in shaping the 
Sohool's destiny.

The past year, however, has 
not been without its darker 
shadows. We have lost one of 
our liveliest and most en
thusiastic Governors in the death 
of Mr. Ronnie Davies who 
served on the governing body
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Schoo l produced 1,101 
p asse s o f 'O ' level on the 
old grad ings representing 
85 per cent pass  rate, a 
new record.

Seven boys w on  Open 
aw ards to Oxford in the 
Novem ber Oxford and 
Cam bridge Entrance and 
Scholarsh ip  exam inations
—  a record for the School.

for 31 years. We have lost, too, 
not only Dr. Tyler, who taught 
here with distinction for 39 
years, but also Mr. Collier who 
was a leading member of the 
staff for 32 years; and Mrs. 
Collier; and Mr. Marchant, who 
recently retired after teaching at 
the School for 29 years. The 
total number of years which 
they all spent in working for the 
good of Queen Elizabeth's gives 
real meaning and significance to 
the phrase ''loyal and devoted 
service." (See Obituaries —  
Pages 3 and 4).

It has given me great pleasure 
to have been able to present a 
report that contains so much of 
excellence —  an excellence that 
is not a matter of opinion, but a 
matter of fact.As you have heard 
me say [before, and I make no

Cont. on next page
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apology for repeating it, the 
pursuit of excellence in all its 
forms must be the foremost aim 
of schools such as ours.

But now that the Great Debate 
on education has been launched, 
it would be well for you in the 
home and us in the schools to 
clear from our minds some of the 
current humbug and cant that 
are already being brought for
ward under the guise of serious 
thinking. Clear thinking on edu
cation is hampered by the use of 
jargon, slogans and the deliber
ate prostitution of individual 
phrases. Phrases such as "the 
pursuit of excellence" and 
words such as "selection" and 
"elite" are now being used not 
in a precise way but to represent 
a whole range of prejudices. 
Schools such as ours are now 
automatically and always 
accused of being "elitist". 
"Elite" has been deliberately 
made a dirty word in our society. 
But what after all does "elite" 
mean when stripped of the

Fees w ill rise next year, 
but careful budgeting had 
kept dow n increases to  
£24 for the upper school 
and to £6 for the lower 
school, said M r. Hare. 
Fees for 1977 w ill be £624 
in upper schoo l and £456 
in low er school.

overtones of guilt and envy and 
prejudice that it has acquired in 
the recent years of egali
tarianism? It simply means that 
in every human endeavour there 
are individuals who promise 
more than others; not better 
men but better mathematicians 
or better managers or violinists 
or athletes.

Of all the children in this 
country at present under the age 
of 11, there are some, for exam
ple, whoes innate ability and 
personality will qualify them to 
play key roles in the nation's 
economic recovery in the next 
century. No one is suggesting 
that they will have first claim on 
places in Heaven —  simply that 
they will emerge, as the best men 
and women for a particular task 
that needs to be done. Their 
country needs them.

Are we, then, going to leave it 
all to chance and hope that these 
children with special abilities 
will emerge of their own accord ? 
Or are we going to try to identify 
this and other abilities at an 
early age and encourage them to

develop. Can anyone in his 
right mind favour chance?

I do not believe that an educa
tion system based on the de
liberate extinction of the
grammar-school tradition can 
succeed in identifying and 
developing this necessary kind 
of elite at all. It may encourage 
desirable social attitudes (though 
even that is open to question) 
but a nation on the rocks is not 
going to be saved by fraternity 
and social equality alone. A 
poor struggling country needs 
every available talent developed 
to the highest pitch. It is no good 
moaning about poor manage
ment in industry, for example, 
and how often we hear that cry 
these days, unless we accept 
that to train good management 
is to train properly selected 
groups of the ablest people for 
the job.

The test of the nation’s educa
tion system is whether it can 
develop and produce this elite. 
Nothing in the pursuit of this 
aim implies that some members 
of society are more valued than 
others: on the contrary the 
creation of an elite obeys both 
the Christian and Lenin principle 
that society requires from each 
the best of which he is capable.

And that is why in my view 
schools such as ours which aim 
continuously at the pursuit of 
excellence are vital to the 
country's needs and why it is 
imperative that you and I should 
continue to say so with vigour 
and conviction whenever we 
have the opportunity to do so.

M r. Colin  Parmley, w ho  
has been regional director of 
the M id land  Ban k 's  Preston  
Region since 1968 retired at 
the end o f February, after 
42 years service w ith the 
Bank.

M r. Parmley, w ho lives in 
Lytham, w as  at schoo l from  
1928-34.

INVEST IN STYLE
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Blackburn.
Tel. 53275



MR. and M RS. CRO W THER— Picture by Wally Talbot and Sons

PeterfliestoUSA 
to find memory

P E T E R  O D D IE ,  of Kinsgway, Church, was given a 

massive overdose of a new antibiotic drug, Ceporin, when 

he was admitted to Accrington Victoria Hospital with a

mild form of meningitis.
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Mr. George Neil Crow ther  
married M is s  Janet Heald at 
St. S ila s ' Church, Blackburn  
la st July. Both are teachers, 
and Neil (1965-72) recently 
joined the Horncliffe sta ff 
at Q E G S  after graduating  
w ith  a B.Ed. degree from  
Sheffie ld university and 
Doncaster College of Educa
tion.

M r. Colin  S im m  (1965
72), a Governm ent Officer, 
married M is s  M ary  Lawren- 
son  at Our Lady 's Roman  
Catholic Church, St. Helens, 
in August.

M r. Peter M atthew m an  
(1958-66) married M is s  
Rachel Sheila Thickett at 
St. C h ad 's  Church, Tush ing- 
ham, Shropshire, in October.

The Vice-chairm an of the 
Old B lackburnians A.F.C. 
M r. Peter Jones Brow ne and 
M is s  Joyce Thom pson  were 
married at St. Pau l's  Church, 
Hoddlesden in October. 
Peter w as  at school from  
1956-65.

M r. Stephen W . Atherton  
(1964-70) w as  married in 
January in Capetown, South  
Africa, to M is s  Roberta  
Stap les o f Capetown.

M r. John F. Mead, w ho  
teaches physics at the 
school, w as  married to  
M is s  Jennifer A lison  Read, 
a lso  a teacher, at Holy 
So u ls  Church, Blackburn in 
December. A sm all choir o f 
boys from  Q E G S  led the 
singing.

Engagement
The engagement was announ

ced in January between Mr. 
John R. Weeks of Malvern and 
Senior English Master at QEGS 
and M iss Jane Coulson, daugh
ter of the Headmaster Mr. D. J. 
Coulson, and Mrs. Coulson. 
(They will be married on 
August 6th in Blackburn 
Cathedral.

Cathedral 
choir sings 
at wedding
Blackburn Cathedral choir 

sang at the wedding of one of 
their members, David Rothw ell 
(1900-00), when he married 
Christine Hunter at St. Oswalds' 
Church, Durham.

The choir travelled to Durham 
and Cathedral organist M r John 
Bertalot composed an anthem 
especially for the couple.

A  reception was held at the 
Royal County Hotel, Durham, 
before a honeymoon in Bath. 
The couple are now living in 
Chorley.

It left Peter, who was at School 
from 1966 to 1972, with brain 
damage and he was awarded 
£85,000 damages at the High 
Court, Manchester.

He was unable to remember 
anything for more than a minute 
and specialists told his parents 
Mr and Mrs James and Mary 
Oddie that Peter's condition 
would not improve.

But Peter's parents would not 
give up and they took him to 
faith healers and doctors all over 
the country for four years. Then 
last year, an American doctor 
read about Peter in a magazine 
and rang up his parents about a 
new treatment.

Peter travelled to New York 
with his parents and was treated 
by Dr Albert Laverne, chairman 
of the Carbon Dioxide Therapy 
Unit.

He breathed a mixture of 70 
per cent carbon dioxide and 30 
per cent oxygen and now his 
memory is getting better.

Peter had recorded his life in 
notebooks. He could not go out 
because sometimes he forgot 
where he lived. He also suffered 
epileptic attacks. Now he can 
play chess and watch television, 
and his memory is getting much 
better.

*  *  *  

Secretary retires

M r  R. Edgar Dixon
(1914-21) has retired after 27 
years as secretary of Blackburn 
Master Bakers' Association.

He was secretary of Blackburn 
Chamber of Trade for 32 years 
until 1968; secretary of Black
burn Retailers. Association for 
30 years until 1961 ; secretary 
of East Lancashire branch of 
the Electrical Contractors' 
Association until 1974 and 
secretary of Blackburn and 
District Scouts' Association for 
some years.

Dental Surgeon, Nigel Bram ley-Haw orth  (1961-67) 
married M is s  Sonia Ryley, an office manager, at S t  S ila s 's  
Church, Blackburn.

M r s  Bram ley-Haw orth  is B lackburn 's present M ayoress.
N igel has recently opened a surgery in M anchester Road, 

Accrington  and is the son  o f Councillor George Haw orth  
(1928-37) leader o f the Conservatives on Blackburn  
D istric t Council and M r s  Nen Haw orth, the present M ayor  
of Blackburn.

A  reception w a s  held at the Spread Eagle, Saw ley, 
and the couple, above, w ill live in Accrington.
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O.B.A. MAY MAKE SECOND £500 LOAN TO SCHOOL
T H E  48th A N N U A L  m eeting o f the O ld  B la c k 
b u rn ian s’ A sso c ia t io n  w a s  held at the Lam m ack  
pavilion  on 23rd Novem ber.

The secretary reported that two committee meetings had been 
held during the past twelve months on 13th January at the School 
and 4th May at the football club. The usual sub-committees had 
been elected at the January meeting and again, for the same 
reason as last year, no social sub-committee had been elected. 
The 1975 annual dinner had been its usual success and had 
realised a profit of £40. The football club had donated £30 to
wards the cost of the bar fittings obtained by the association.

Following the recommendation of the previous annual meeting 
the committee had resolved that the association make an interest 
free loan of £500 to the School, repayable on demand.

The treasurer presented the accounts, a copy of which is 
shown below, and reported a profit of £173.57. He explained that 
this was largely due to the reduction in expense of producing 
Magister and also the reduction in general expenses which had 
been unusually high last year because of the cost of the bar 
fittings.

In spite of the fact that £500 had been loaned to the School, the 
Association was in substantially the same financial position it had 
been twelve months previously and it was felt that a further loan 
of £500 could be made to the School, and it was resolved that the 
committee should consider this. The meeting gave a vote of 
thanks to the treasurer and the auditors.

A  lot of thought and work had gone into attempts to find a re
placement for Mr. John Duckworth as Editor of Magister but so 
far without success. One or two recently retired people in the 
Press world had been approached and inquiries were still being 
made.

Mr. King reported that Mr. Duckworth could probably be pre
vailed upon to edit one more Magister but he assured the meeting 
that whatever happened a publication in some form would be 
produced.

The usual branch activities had been held at Oxford, South 
Manchester and Cheshire and York but the London function had 
been cancelled due to the lack of response. It was, however, hoped 
that this would be reorganised in the near future. It was hoped 
that a branch at Cambridge would soon be formed.

The following officers were elected: President: Mr. Jack 
Hindle re-elected; Chairman: Mr. Tom Hindle elected; vice
chairman: Mr. Jim Warner elected; Hon. secretary: Mr. David 
Forbes re-elected; Hon. treasurer: Mr. Fred Bury re-elected; 
Hon. auditors: Mr. W. Hare and Mr. K. H. Marsden were re
elected. The following were elected to the Committee: G. 
Birtwistle, H. Burrows, D. J. Coulson, J. Duckworth, W. K. Forbes'
E. G. Hunt, N. Jepson, E. J. Kay, H. King, J. King, E. C. 
Marsden, I. D. Newton, K. V. Newton, P. T. Pearson, W. H. 
Procter, J. S. Read, T. Riley, J. E. Sagar, T. E. Sharratt, R. Smeth- 
hurst, R. Smith and W. E. T. Walsh. Mr. B. Brown and Mr. E. 
Wilkinson had tendered their resignations.

Mr. King reported that he had again received a donation of £25 
from the president. Mr. E. C. Marsden suggested that, as there 
seemed to be a fairly regular flow of income from new life members, 
this income could remain intact and possibly be utilised for or 
towards the payment of fees for one boy at the School. It was 
agreed that this would be considered by the committee.

The meeting was reminded that the School was now accepting 
female pupils and it was queried whether or not girls leaving the 
School would be entitled to apply for membership of the Associa
tion. It was felt that this would probably necessitate a change of 
rules but that in principle there could be no objection.

Mr. H. Burrows was thanked for his work for the Association 
over the past two years while chairman.

O LD  B L A C K B U R N IA N S ' A S S O C IA T IO N  
S T A T E M E N T  OF A C C O U N T S  FO R  T H E  Y E A R  E N D E D  31st J U LY , 1976 

IN C O M E  A N D  E X P E N D IT U R E  A C C O U N T

£ P £ P £ P £ P
General Expenses ........................  10.00 118.00 Subscriptions 1975/76 ................... 489 .00 507.00
Postages ........................ ...........  76 .00 46.00 Released from Life Membership Fund 21 .00 26.00
M agaz ine s........................ ...........  13.00 9.00 Interest on Investments (less tax) 76.00 83.00
Magister ........................ ...........  378.00 457.00 Blackburn Savings Bank Interest 47 .00 21.00
Corporation Tax ........................  28.00 18.00 War Memorial Ground R e n t ............. 5 .00 5.00
Balance and Profit Profit on Annual Dinner................... 41 .00 31.00
Accumulated F u n d ............. .. .. 174.00 25.00

£ 679 .00  £ 673.00 £ 679 .00  £ 673.00

Life M em bersh ip  Fund £ p
Balance at 1.8.75............................  2348.00
A d d it io n s ....................................  420.00

3268.00
D e le t io n s ....................................  21.00

War Memorial Fund........................  1208.00
Creditors: Printer ........................

Inland R e v e n u e .............
Accum ulated Fund ...................
Profit at 1.8.75...............................  455 .00
Profit on 1975/76 ........................  174.00

B A L A N C E  S H E E T

£ p
Lammack Ground at cost less sales .. 
Investm ents: 4 %  Consols

(Market value £315)..

£ p

3247.00

398.00  
28.00

629.00

£5510.00

81%  Barclay’s Bank Stock 
(Market value £396)..

British Electric 3£%  Gtd. Stock 78/79 
(Market value £347 )..

Loan to Q.E.G. S c h o o l ...................
C ash  at Banks ........................
Lloyds Bank Ltd.............................  92.00
Blackburn Savings Bank .............  1008.00

Cash  in Hand ........................

£ p
1208.00

1161 .00

583.00

282.00  
1 0 0 0 .00

1100 .00  
176.00

£5510.00

Honorary A ud ito rs ' Report
We hereby certify that we have examined the Accounts of the Old Blackburnians' Association as above set forth, together 

with the books, and vouchers relating thereto. In our opinion they represent a true and correct record of the transactions of 
the Association during the year ended 31st July, 1976.

(Signed) KENNETH H. M A R SD E N , F.C.A.
15 November, 1976 W ILL IA M  HARE, F.C.A.



There's a branch near you |
W e sh ou ld  like to  

| take  th is  opportun ity  
| o f rem ind ing O ld  B o y s  
E up and d o w n  the  
| country  that w e  have 
| active  b ranches in 
i  Y orksh ire , So u th  Lan- 
| cash ire  and Cheshire, 
I  the  London  area and  
i  a t O xford  and Cam -  
| bridge. They provide a 
| variety o f  activ itie s  
i  and m o st  o f  them  have 
| a Lad ie s ' Evening.

1 They are all keen to  
1 w iden  their m em ber- 
1 sh ip  and w e  invite

th o se  w h o  are in te re s
ted to  con tact the a p 
propriate  secretary  
w h o se  nam e and a d 
d re ss  is  g iven below .

The Y o rk sh ire  Branch : 
M r. G uy  Sh u ttle w o rth
1 St. Pe te r's  G rove  
Y o rk
Tel. Y o rk  0904-22450
So u th  Lancash ire  and  
Chesh ire  B ranch :
M r. H aro ld  R a m s 
bottom ,
157 C h este r Road  
Hazel Grove, Chesh ire  
Tel. 099-67-3344

London  Area B ranch: 
M r. M ich ae l S tirru p  
83A R eyn o ld s Avenue  
C h ad w e ll Heath  
Rom ford  
Essex.
Tel. 01-597-3618.

For the un iversity  
branches at O xford  
and C am b rid ge  p lease  
co n tac t M r. H. K ing, 
Sh en sto n e , W h ite  
c ro ft Lane, M e llo r, 
Blackburn, w h o  is  the  
liason  o ffice r betw een  
the branches, all O ld  
B oys, the parent

a sso c ia t io n  and the i  
Schoo l.

O ld  B o y s  w ill a lso  be | 
in terested  to  k n o w  |  
tha t w e  have an active  | 
gro u p  o f m em bers in 1  
C anada  w h o  m eet |  
regu larly  in Ca lgary . | 
O ld B o y s  in C anada  |  
sh ou ld  con tact Dr. |  
R oge r M a ltb y  fo r  fu r- i  
ther in form ation. H is  §  
a d d re ss  is:
Box 59 S ite  2 553
C a lga ry
A lberta
C A N A D A  T3C  3N9

Two heads at London
dinner, AGMThe Annual Dinner and 

A G M  of the London Branch 
of the Old Blackburnians' 
Association was held on 
Friday, 25th February, at 
The Royal Society of 
Medicine, London W 1 . 
Dr. N. T. Holden, a member 
of the Society, w as our 
sponsor.

It was originally hoped to 
hold the Dinner in November 
1976, but there was a very low 
response to the invitation, so it 
was postponed until February.

On the evening there were 23 
members and guests present.

Annual meeting

The Headmaster, D. J. Coulson, 
and Harry King travelled from 
Blackburn to attend. It was 
rather interesting that there were 
two Headmasters of the School 
present, as Mr. Coulson’s pre
decessor, Mr. B. H. Kemball- 
Cook, attended with his wife.

Following the initial meeting 
and drinking, we settled down 
to a pleasant three-course dinner 
at 7.45 p.m., following which the 
Headmaster gave a report on 
some of the School activities 
over the last year. Harry King, 
who retired in December, then 
made a short speech reminiscing 
on his career and his retirement, 
and a brief report on some of the

current and ex-members of staff.
The Chairman opened the 

A G M  at 9.30 p.m. This was 
followed by the usual business of 
an AG M , such as the Secre
tary’s report, Treasurer's report 
and the election of the Com 
mittee and its Officers. There 
was much discussion as to how 
the branch can have a better res
ponse to its circulars and Harry 
King offered to go through the

full list of members of the A s 
sociation held at School, and to 
send an up-to-date list of mem
bers in the South, so that an 
effort can be made to en
courage new members of the 
branch. We are very grateful to 
Harry for his kind offer.

The meeting closed at 10.15 
and was then followed by the 
usual socialising over liquid 
refreshment.

J O U R N A L I S T  
R E T IR E S

M r. W illiam  W estall, sports 
editor of the Blackburn Times 
retired at the end of January this 
year after over 49 years with the 
newspaper. He came to Q EGS as 
a "scholarship boy" in 1922 and 
immediately on leaving school in 
1927 joined the staff of the 
Blackburn Times as a reporter. 
As a sports writer he has covered 
Blackburn Rovers matches for 
close on 40 years. During the 
war he served in the Loyal 
Regiment and Royal Corps of 
Signals in India. He also played 
cricket with the East Lancashire 
club and other local teams.

GOLDEN JUBILEE AT OXFORD
The Annual Dinner of the Oxford Branch of the 

Old Blackburnians' Association was held on 
Friday, 12th November, 1976, at the Bleu Blanc 
Rouge Restaurant in the High Street, Oxford.

Mr. S. H. Lea presided and proposed the loyal 
toast and welcomed the visitors. The Headmaster, 
Mr. D. J. Coulson in his reply on behalf of the guests 
referred to the impending retirement of Mr. King, 
who was then prevailed upon to say a few words. 
Mr. Hare, Chairman of Governors, himself an Oxford 
graduate, brought the formal proceedings to a close' 
mentioning the fact this was probably the 50th 
Oxford O B 's  dinner.

Those attending were:

Undergraduates’. H. Cook, A. J. Campbell, D. J. 
Foster, S. H. Lea, D. M. Watson, R. Winterbottom,
E. J. Hawkes, A. G. Jackson, C. W. Kinder, I. C. 
Moore, I. E. Tabor, R. B. Brookes, P. W. Duckworth,

D. J. Clark, K. C. Collis, S. A. Kay, P. R. Parkinson, 
R. D. Wilkinson, M. J. Whittaker.

Visitors: Undergraduates from Cambridge :
P. Walmsley and D. Ryden. From Blackburn: The 
Headmaster Mr. D. J. Coulson, The Chairman of 
Governors Mr. W. Hare. Mr. E. C. Marsden (Gover
nor), Mr. R. Hunter (Bursar), Mr. H. King, Mr. F. 
Bury, Mr. T. E. Sharratt, Members resident in the 
Oxford area: Dr. N. T. Holden, Mr. C. P. Waring and 
the Rev. T. L. Walsh who travelled from Cumbria.

Footnote: It was later established that the first 
Oxford O B 's  Annual Dinner was held on 6th Novem
ber 1926, when at the instigation of Henty Schollick 
the five O B 's  in residence at Oxford met at the 
Clarendon Hotel and invited Mr. J. W.Marsden—  
Chairman of Governors at the time to be their guest. 
For the record these five were: H. F. Brookes, J. 
B. Ellison, A. Scales, H. L. Schollick and W. Simm.
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C H A L K S

I  M A R K S
+ W ORSE’S *

PH O TO G R A P H IC  &  H I-F I S P E C IA L IS T  D EALER

Main Agents for:

STILL — Leitz, Rollei, Nikon, 
Pentax, Yashica, Canon, etc. 

CINE — Leitz, Braun, Elmo, 
Eumig, Bolex, Noris, etc.

HI-FI — Akai, Toshiba, Grundig, 
Tannoy, Garrard, Goodmans, etc.

42-14 Church St. 77 The H a ll
l l lackbnrn  Bnrnley
Tel. 5 16 *2  Tel. 35229

Barclycard and Access Welcome

SEED AND 

GABBUTT ltd

Booksellers since 1907

4 and 6 P R E S T O N  N E W  R O A D  

Telephone 58226

40 and 42 D A R W E N  ST R E E T  

Telephone 59855 

B L A C K B U R N

£ 1 1 0 ,0 0 0  for research
Two major EEC grants totalling 

£110,000 have been awarded to 
Dr. Jam es Houghton  who, is 
carrying out research into radia
tion and genetics at University 
College, Galway, where he is a 
lecturer in the Department of 
Microbiology.

Mr. Houghton attended QEGS 
from 1955-62 and proceeded to 
Liverpool University where he 
graduated Honours B.Sc. in 
zoology and genetics and later 
received his Ph.D. at Liverpool.

The grants have been placed 
with Dr. Houghton by the EEC 
agency, Euratom, as part of a 
Community-wide study of the

Harry 
Ingham 
to retire
M R . Harry In gh am
(1929 -37 ) retires from 
teaching at the end of the 
summer term after 29 years 
in the modern languages 
department of the School.

As a boy at School, he was 
Captain of Raleigh House and 
Vice-Captain of School Cricket. 
He graduated Hons. B.A. in 
modern languages at Wadham 
College, Oxford in 1940 and 
later was awarded his M.A.

During the war, he served 
from 1940-46 with the Army in 
India and Burma.

He was a master at Taunton’s 
School, Southampton for two 
years before joining QEGS in 
1948.

During the last two years, he 
has been in rather poor health 
and following a recent set-back 
he decided that he must take 
things more easily and an
nounced his impending retire
ment.

T. P. Beaumont, B.Sc.,
A.R.I.C. (1947-54) Appointed 
Deputy Principal Burleigh 
Community College, Lough
borough.

biological effects of radiation and 
its risks to man. He received the 
awards after submitting details 
to Euratom setting out his work 
so far and his plans for the 
future.

Professor 
appointed at 

Salford
Pro fe sso r Trevor A n gu s  

Villiers has been appointed 
professor of biology in the 
biology department of Salford 
University. Professor Villiers who 
attended the School from 1942
47, graduated Hons. B.Sc. in 
Botany and later obtained his 
Ph.D. at London University. 
After lectureships in botany in 
this country he spent two years 
lecturing at Makeree University, 
Uganda. In 1961 he returned to 
the UK to take up a two year ICI 
fellowship at University College, 
Aberystwyth. Three years later he 
went to Natal University, Durban, 
as a senior lecturer in biological 
sciences. He became professor 
of plant biology in 1966 and was 
made head of the biological 
sciences department in 1972. 
Since 1975 he has been Dean of 
the Faculty of Science at the 
University.

Professor Villiers' chief re
search interest is seed physiology 
and he has published papers on 
this subject and also on marine 
biology as well as a book en
titled "Dormancy and the Sur
vival of Plants”.

D R . H O U G H T O N



THE football club held its 
annual meeting at the pa
vilion, Lammack, on 25th 
May.

The president, W. K. 
Forbes, and chairman S. 
Tart and 15 members were 
present.

Last year saw Geoff Shep
herd's table tennis section get 
well off the ground and it had 
had a very successful season in 
its first year. First and second 
teams finished well up in the 
league and the first team won 
the league Handicap Knock-out 
Cup. This was a knock-out cup 
for all the teams in the league.

The chairman reported that a 
great deal of time and effort had 
been put into improving the 
pavilion during the past year 
and in particular, near enough 
the whole of the inside of the 
pavilion had been painted and 
decorated. Ian Brown had or
ganised the general clean-up of 
the club very satisfactorily and on 
many occasions had been the 
only one to put in the time and 
effort. The services of a new 
cleaner had been obtained 
during the past year. During the 
year, proposals had been put 
forward for the improvement and 
extension of the kitchen and 
following some quite lengthy 
discussion at committee 
meetings, it was ultimately re
solved that the expenditure con
templated was not justified, 
bearing in mind the other items 
of expenditure which would be 
cropping up during the following 
year and also the comparative 
lack of use to which the kitchen 
was put.

Under its new Chairman, 
Geoff Shepherd, the bar com 
mittee had again functioned 
more satisfactorily during the 
past year and had produced ex
cellent figures and an improved 
profit.

The chairman said moves were 
being made to obtain the ser
vices of another brewery. There 
would probably be some sort of 
sharing basis with the existing 
suppliers.

During the year the club had 
obtained the services of a 
groundsman, Mr. O'Hara, who 
was doing the job very satis
factorily both in marking out the 
pitches and in cleaning the 
changing rooms after use on 
Saturdays.

The pitches had stood up well

during the past season and the 
further improvement included 
one or two new drains in the bad 
patches on the first XI pitch and 
also the introduction of a further 
perimeter drain at the top left 
hand corner of the small pitch. 
The past year had been yet an
other year of varied and enjoy
able social functions.

Geoff Shepherd and his wife 
Denise, had organised some ex
cellent folk concerts; the Christ
mas dances had gone particular
ly well, raising £550 and the 
social committee was thanked 
for its efforts and also congratu
lated on its ticket allocation 
system for these very popular 
dances.

The chairman also mentioned 
the Thursday folk nights which 
were as popular as ever and 
which brought in valuable 
revenue to the bar.

Alan Blackshaw presented the 
accounts which were very satis
factory. Unfortunately Alan had 
expressed his desire to resign as 
treasurer which was reluctantly 
accepted.

Keith Sharpies was thanked 
for promoting the Chirstmas 
Draw, which had realised £301.

A  fruit machine had been in
stalled and was proving to be 
quite profitable.

The ladies committee donated 
£450 to the general funds of the 
club. Very regretably at the 
ladies committee last meeting, it 
had been decided that the 
committee should be disbanded. 
The ladies felt that they had 
ceased to prove a worthwhile 
function in the running of the 
Club and there also appeared to 
be differences of opinion among 
its members. The Chairman 
hoped it would not be long be
fore the ladies committee, in 
some form or other, was 
reformed.

Steve Tart and Geoff Shep
herd had tied for Clubman of the 
year. After a show  of hands, 
Steve Tart was elected Clubman 
of the Year 1976/77.

The chairman thanked Pete 
Browne who had taken over the 
chairmanship in the middle of 
the year due to the unfortunate 
circumstances in which the 
chairman's seat had been 
vacated by Mr. Ernest Wilkinson. 
Unfortunately, due to personal 
reasons, Peter Browne had to

THE School gained a record 
number of seven open awards 
in the Oxford Scholarship 
examinations last December. 
The successful pupils were:

W. C. Chadw ick. Open 
Exhibition in Mathematics, St. 
John 's College.

M . C. Cooper. The Michael 
Ashcroft Open Scholarship in 
Mathematics, Magdalen College.

S. J. Davies. The C.E.G.B. 
Open Scholarship in Natural 
Science, Keble College.

G. R. Foster. Open Exhibition 
in Natural Science, Wadham 
College.

C. J. Garratt. Open Scholar
ship in Natural Science, 
Magdalen College.

Juia/ty.
D ates

O B A  A G M :  22 Novem ber 
at Lammack.

Annual Dinner: 17 Decem 
ber at School.

resign as chairman and Steve 
Tart had taken over.

The following officers were 
elected : President: W. K. Forbes, 
re-elected; Chairman: S. Tart 
elected; vice-chairman: R. N. 
Hornsby elected; Secretary:
D. I. Forbes re-elected; Treasurer 
M. Beaumont elected; Football 
Secretary: R. N. Hornsby elec
ted ; Press Secretary: A. Pern 
berton elected; Auditor: J
Tattersall re-elected; Solicitor
D. I. Forbes was re-elected 
Committee: B. Hardcastle; D 
Hopkinson; F. Riley; V. Ches 
ters; R. Masters; P. Sumner; G 
Shepherd; E. Pappas; R. Dean 
S. Shepherd; A. Blackshaw; P. 
Heald.

After some discussion it was 
resolved that the subscriptions 
should be £5 for full members 
and social members; £3 for 
lady members and £2 for mem
bers under 18 years. Subscrip
tions for country members should 
be £2.

A. D. Goudie. Open-Exhibi- 
(ion in Natural Science, Exeter 
College.

G. T. Sw ift. Open Exhibition 
in Natural Science, Balliol 
College.

M r. Norm an Jepson  (1918
22), V ice-Chairm an o f 
Governors o f Q E G S , a 
m agistrate  for 21 years, re
tired from  the Bench in 
June, 1976. He w as  Chair
man o f the Friday Bench of 
Blackburn M ag ists.a tre

The following QEGS boys 
won Peel Foundation Awards 
for some of the highest " A "  level 
results in the town's schools: 
K. G. Bagot, R. B. Brookes, D. J. 
Clark, K. C. Collis, P. W. Duck
worth, P. J. Scambler, I. J. 
Smith, R. D. Wilkinson and R. J. 
Wilson.

South Lancs, dinner
The South  Lancashire and 

Cheshire Branch o f the Old  
B lackburn ians’ A ssoc iation  
held their Annual Dinner on 
Friday, Novem ber 19th, at 
the C o tton 's  Hotel, Knuts- 
ford, where old boy Derek 
Bradley is  "m ine  h o st."

A s  usual, w e were right 
royally w ined and dined in a 
m ost convivial atmosphere.

M r. Harold Ram sbottom  
organ ised the event and pre- 
cided. A fter the loyal toast, 
proposed by the Chairman, 
M r. Roger H. Pearson w e l
com ed the gu e sts  and Mr. 
W illiam  Hare, chairman o f 
Governors, replied. He con 
cluded by inviting the com 
pany to drink a toast to M r.  
Harry King, w ho  w a s  re
tiring at the end o f the 
Autum n Term. M r. K ing  
suitably replied.

Those attending were: 
Members M e ssrs .  F. Banford.
B. Batey, I. C. Batey, D. C. 
Bradley, P. L. Jones, H. S. 
M arsden, J. C. Pearson, 
R. H. Pearson, J. A. Redman  
and Doctors J. S. H indle and
H. M orris, W. Hare, H. K ing,
E. J. Kay and R. Hunter.

OLD BLACKS' ANNUAL MEETING
Bigger profit for 

Lam m ack Club
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Old Boys’
NEWS IN BRIEF

P. A insw orth  (1961-66) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1. 
Hons. Psychology, Lancaster 
University.

P. M . Aldred (1966-73) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Physics, Imperial College, 
London University.

C. D. Bamber (1966-73) 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Geography, St. Edmund 
Hall, Oxford University.

R. M . Barnes (1966-73) 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Geography, Portsmouth 
Polytechnic.

D. G. Beaum ont (1965-72) 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Psychology, Manchester 
University.

N. P. Beaum ont (1966-73) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Management Sciences, 
University of Manchester In
stitute of Science and Tech
nology. Appointed to a post 
with Automotive Products Ltd., 
Manchester.

R. B lackshaw  (1937-41) 
Appointed Production Controller 
Edbro Ltd., Hydraulic Engineers, 
Bolton.

I. Bo lton  (1969-76)
Awarded the London Royal 
Academy of Music Diploma. 
Awarded the highest marks ever 
in the Advanced Examination 
for the Fellowship of the Royal 
College of Organists.

Dr. R. P. Bolton (1961-68) 
Admitted to Membership of the 
Royal College of Physicians.

J. D. B rookes (1966-73) 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Medical Sciences, 
Downing College, Cambridge 
University.

A. H. Burns (1965-72) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Applied Biology, Liver
pool Polytechnic.

D. T. Bury (1947-52) 
Appointed Manager of the 
Oswaldtwistle Branch of the 
Trustee Savings Bank.

Dr. P. M . A. Calverley (1961
68) Elected Fellow of the Royal 
College of Physicians.

D. I. C a ss id y  (1971-73) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Soil Science and Bio
chemistry, Bangor University 
Appointed Management Trainee, 
Brown Brothers Corporation.
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Successes
S. M . Child, B.A., A.L.A.
1953-64) Appointed Deputy. 
District Librarian at Burnley.

S. R. C legg  (1965-72) 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Social Sciences, York 
University. Appointed Trainee 
Social Worker, Sheffield.

A. J. Colbert (1961-64) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Hons. 
Textile Technology, University 
of Manchester Institute of 
Science and Technology.

D. Co llison  (1960-70) 
Graduated B.Sc., First Class 
Hons. Chemistry, Manchester 
University. Awarded prize for 
the best student in the year, and 
prize for the best student in 
Organic Chemistry.

W. J. Cun liffe  (1964-71) 
Graduated M.B., B.S., Medical 
School, Newcastle University.

C. R. Derwent, LL.B., B.A.
(1947-54) Passed the Canadian 
Bar examinations. Practising in 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada.

R. S. Dodds, LL.B. (1964-71) 
Called to the Bar at Greys Inn, 
London.

C. W. Duckw orth  (1967-72) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Hons. 
Biochemistry, Liverpool Univer
sity.
D. O. Edw ards (1964-71) 
Graduated B.Ed., Lancaster 
University.

S. P. Foster (1966-73) 
Awarded Higher National D i
ploma in Computer Studies, 
North Gloucester College of 
Technology.

F. E. Geldeard (1937-42) 
Appointed Deputy Director of 
Finance, Blackburn Council.

M . C. G raham  (1966-73) 
Graduated LL.B., Class 2, Hons. 
Law, Hull University.

The B l a c k b u r n - b a s e d  
Scapa Group have appointed  
David W ard group advert
isin g  manager.

David, at Schoo l from  1952 
to  1958, w as  m anaging d ir
ector o f Lee and N ightingale  
Advertising, Liverpool.

He studied com m ercial art 
and advertising at the Harris 
A rt College, Preston, after 
leaving School, then spent 
four years In the advertising

J. M . G riffin  (1962-69) 
Graduated M.B., B.S., University 
CollegeHospital Medical School, 
London University.

N. Guard (1965-72)
Graduated B.Tech., Class 2, 
Div. 1, Hons. Aeronautical En
gineering and Design, Lough
borough University. Awarded 
the Royal Aeronautical Society 
Prize for the best final year 
project. Appointed a Graduate 
Apprentice, BAC, Preston.

N. Hargreaves (1962-72) 
Graduated B.A., Class 3, Hons. 
Chemistry, Merton College, 
Oxford University. Appointed 
Trainee with Whinney Murray & 
Co., Chartered Accountants, 
London.

R. A. Haydock (1964-73) 
Awarded Higher National D i
ploma in Business Studies, 
Blackburn College of Tech
nology and Design. Appointed 
to a post with Shaw 's Ltd., 
Darwen.

A. Holliday (1956-66)
Elected a Fellow of the Library 
Association. Appointed Area 
Librarian, Farnworth, Bolton.

F. Horsfie ld  (1965-72) 
Graduated Hons. B.Ed., Sheffield 
University.

D. B. Ingham  (1971-73) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Electronic Engineering, 
Bolton Institute of Technology.

I. Leaver (1965-72)
Graduated B.A., Class 3, Hons. 
Business Administration, Lough
borough University.

J. C. Leston (1969-72) 
Graduated B.A., First Class Hons. 
Politics, Philosophy and Eco
nomics, Magdalen College, 
Oxford University.

M. A. Loat (1968-74)
Passed Ordinary National D i
ploma in Construction, W. R. 
Tuson College, Preston.

department o f W alpam ur, 
Darwen.

He moved to D u tton 's  
Brewery Ltd, B lackburn as 
a ss ista n t advertising m an
ager before being appointed  
advertising m anager at 
Owen, Owen, Coventry.

He is  married w ith  one 
child and lives in Tarleton, 
near Preston. H is  interests 
include m otor sport com pe
tition in a Lotus 22.

A. I. M a c in to sh  (1966-73) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 3, Hons. 
Economics and Accounting 
London School of Economics. 
Appointed to a post with Stoy 
Hayward & Co., Accountants, 
London.

Pro fe ssor G. Manley, M.A.,
D.Sc. (1910-18) Elected 
Honorary Fellow of the Royal 
Meteorological Society.

P. E. Martin, B.Sc. (1965-67) 
Graduated M.Sc., Ecology and 
awarded a post graduate D i
ploma in Ecology, Bangor 
University.

F. B. M ercer (1937-44) 
Awarded the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Technology, C.N.A.A., 
at Edinburgh University.

D. J. M ille r (1966-72) 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, En
gineering Sciences, Magdalen 
College, Oxford University. A p 
pointed a graduate Civil En
gineer with Brian Colquhoun & 
Partners, Consultant Engineers, 
London.

D. K. M illigan  (1965-71) 
Graduate B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Electronics, University of 
Manchester Institute of Science 
and Technology.

S. J. M o n k  (1954-61) 
Graduate B.A. .Geology and 
Chemistry, Open University.

J. W. M orton  (1963-73) 
Graduates B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Civil Engineering, Imperial 
College, London University. A p 
pointed a graduate engineer with 
A. Monk & Co., Civil Engineering 
Contractors.

G. W. M unroe  (1971-73) 
Awarded Ordinary National 
Certificate in Electrical and Elec
tronic Engineering. Graduated 
in the rank of junior technician 
RAF and received the Phillip 
Sassoon Flying Award, RAF 
Coningsby.

S. M ycock  (1968-73) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Geology, Leicester 
University.

R. J. Nelson (1966-73) 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Medical Sciences, Christ's 
College, Cambridge University.

P. C. Olsen, B.A. (1954-60) 
Graduated LL.B., Class 2, Hons. 
Law, University College, Cardiff.

Dr. H. M . Pollard (1926-34) 
Awarded O.B.E., Queen's Birth
day 1976 Honours List.

Scapa ad manager
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OLD BOYS’ SUCCESSES cont.
R. B. Prest (1962-72) 
Awarded Diploma in Rural Estate 
Management, Royal Agricultural 
College, Cirencester. Appointed 
to a post with E. G. Hothersall & 
Sons Ltd., Preston.

G. H. Redman, M.A., Ph.D.
(1957-64) Qualified as a Fellow 
of the Institute of Actuaries.

J. J. Riley. LL.B. (1965-72) 
Awarded second class honours 
in part two of the qualifying 
examination of the Law Society

C. Robinson  (1967-71) 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. English, Downing College, 
Cambridge University.

G. J. Robinson, B.Sc. (1944-
S I ) Appointed to the Board of 
Feed Services (Lifestock) Ltd., 
Corsham, Wiltshire.

D. J. Row land (1959-65) 
Awarded the J. W. Rafferty 
Memorial Prize and the A. E. 
Walker Prize in the Savings Bank 
Institute qualifying examination.

R. J. Sansbury (1964-72) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Building, Salford Univer
sity. Appointed to a post with 
Henry Boot & Co. Ltd.

P. J. Searle (1966-73) 
Awarded Certificate of Educa
tion, Gloucestershire College of 
Education.

A. J. S im pson  (1965-72) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Applied Biology, Hatfield 
Polytechnic.

I. J. Sm ith  (1965-73) 
Graduated B.Sc., Pharmacy, 
Leicester Polytechnic.

Don't 
forget
Let us 
know  of 
your
appointm ents,
retirements,
w eddings,
degrees,
moves.

Don't 
rely on 
others
Tell us now  —  
to School 
and send us 
an up-to-date  
photograph —  
w e'll return it.

write

A. Sow erbutts, B.Sc., 
A.R.I.C., Ph.D. (1960-66) 
Ordained deacon and appointed 
curate at St. Peter's Church, 
Salesbury, Blackburn.

S. Todd (1964-72)
Graduate B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Building Technology, 
University of Manchester In
stitute of Science and Tech
nology. Appointed to a post 
with Middletons Building and 
Engineering company.

I. Tranter (1966-72) 
Graduated B.A., First Class Hons 
Engineering Science, Balliol 
College, Oxford University. 
Awarded the college Jenkyn's 
Prize for the best final year 
project and the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers Prize for 
Engineering Science. Appointed 
to a post with the Ministry of 
Defence Radar Establishment, 
Malvern.

S. P. W alker (1966-73) 
Awarded Higher National D i
ploma in Business Studies 
(Marketing) and the Diploma in 
Marketing of the Institute of 
Marketing, West Bromwich 
College of Commerce. Appointed 
Publicity and Promotions Officer, 
Automotive Products Ltd, M an 
chester.

A. G. W alsh, B.A. (Oxon.)
(1962—71) Graduated B.A., 
Class 2, Div. 1, Hons. Law, Cam
bridge University.

Rev. P. G. W ignall, B.A.
(1960-68) Appointed a Minor 
Canon and Precentor of Durham 
Cathedral.

M . J. C. W ilcock  (1964-72) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 3, Hons. 
Economics and Sociology, 
Bristol University.

I. W hittaker (1965-73) 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Management Sciences, 
University of Manchester In
stitute of Science and Tech
nology.

J. W hittaker (1966-73) 
Awarded Higher National D i
ploma in Hotel and Catering 
Management, Blackpool College 
of Technology and Art. Appoin
ted management trainee with 
Vaux Breweries.

J. A. W hittaker, B.Sc. (1964
71) Elected a graduate member 
of the Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers.

P. Y ate s (1966-73)
Awarded Certificate of Edu
cation, Charlotte Mason College 
of Education, Ambleside.

Hand it to Haydocks
FOR F IR S T -C L A S S  L A U N D E R IN G  A N D  

D R Y -C L E A N IN G

V A N  A N D  S H O P  S E R V IC E  

Telephone B lackburn  48087 3 lines

S H O P S —

38 P reston  N e w  Road  

82 C o p y  N o o k  

46 W h a lley  B a n k s  

A N D  'D R IV E - IN '  A T  P L E C K G A T E  

R O A D , R A M S G R E A V E

Men going places call at 
ROY MARLOR and choose 
quality clothes with a diff
erence. A difference that 
the particular man takes 
to his heart.

All the top names end up 
at ROY MARLOR. For 
Suits, Jackets, Trousers, 
Shirts, Knitwear etc.
You should make ROY 
MARLOR your shop - 
there’s no finer place in 
the whole of the North.

ROY
MARLOR PURE n e w A ? D o €

FOR HAN ABOUT TOWN AND COUNTRY

B L A C K B U R N - 53 K!nt  W illiim  St. T«l. 59372 B U R N L E Y -  30 The M ill T .l. 13071 

S K I P T O N  • M id d l* Row, T.l. 3977
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H A R R Y  K IN G  sto o d  up at the Decem ber d inner in 
m ain S ch o o l and a lm o st  regretted hav ing  retired a 
fe w  d ay s before.

It was the advent of 13 girls in the sixth form which had 
Harry joking that he had thoughts of staying on to prove 
there is life in the old dog yet.

M r. K ing w ith the casette-radio he received from  colleagues

But in 42 years of teaching, 
he had had his "m oney's worth'', 
he said —  not the least in telling 
boys how much better they were 
than their fathers.

The rolls will now be reversed 
as former pupils will surely tell 
their sons how good Harry King 
was as a Teacher, House Master 
of Grenville and an outstanding 
worker for the Old Black
burnians' Association.

As guest speaker the Provost 
of Blackburn, the Very Rev. 
Lawrence Jackson sa id : 
"Chemical formulae may be 
forgotten —  but not Mr. King.

The Provost, a Governor of the 
School, stepped in for County 
Councillor Jack Ashton, chair
man of Lancashire Education 
Committee, who was involved 
in a minor car accident, to reply 
on behalf of the guests.

He had the 170 diners in 
stitches with his witty replies 
and humorous anecdotes as he 
had as guest three years ago. 
The night was more a "benefit" 
for Mr. King, he said, than an 
annual dinner.

Mr. King was the type of 
teacher who was needed these 
days —  one who gave himself to 
the job and his pupils —  one 
who lived and enjoyed being a 
teacher.

Mr. King retired the week be
fore the dinner after 32 years at 
QEGS.

He entered School as a pupil 
in 1923. He represented the 
School at football, was a prefect

and captain of Frobisher. He 
left in 1930 to read chemistry at 
Manchester University. He 
graduated in 1933 and gained a 
teaching diploma a year later and 
began teaching with Lancashire 
County and then at Blackburn.

He spent the war years with 
ICI in the Chemical Warfare 
department of the Ministry of 
Supply and joined Q EG S Staff 
in January 1945.

He became assistant house 
master of Grenville and House 
Master in 1956. He was appoin
ted senior chemistry master a 
year later.

He was appointed senior 
science master on Dr. Tyler's 
retirement and first chairman of 
the Staffroom committee in 1970.

He has been in charge of the 
scientific society throughout his 
career at QEGS.

He has been a life-long mem
ber of St. Barnabas's church, 
Blackburn, and was Sunday 
school superintendent for 35 
years.

He is vice chairman of the 
parochial church-council;

manager and treasurer of the 
day and Sunday schools and a 
former warden.

He has also worshipped at St. 
Mary's, Mellor since moving from 
East Park Avenue, Blackburn, to 
Whitecroft Lane, Mellor.

He was the first lay chairman 
of Blackburn Deanery Synod and 
is vice chairman and treasurer 
of Blackburn and District Church

Schools Association.

Mr. King has been president 
of Blackburn Schools' Sports 
Association, chairman of Black
burn Schools' F.A. and a judge 
at Lancashire Schools' annual 
athletics meeting.

He is a member of the science 
advisory committee of Black
burn College of Technology and 
Design and a former president of 
Blackburn Philosophical and 
Scientific Society.

He is, of course, also a very 
keen follower of Blackburn 
Rovers and for which he deserves 
all our sympathy I

Although Harry has retired —  
he has been kept very busy with 
his church affairs —  but most of 
all with the compilation of 
Magister.

Continued Page 8

Schoo l is hoping to start a bursary schem e next 
year. The b asis  o f the award w ould  be linked w ith  
parental income but initially, there w ould  be no more 
than 10.

A  fee rem ission schem e is  operating for direct 
grant pupils and w ill continue at a reduced level 
initially. "W e  hope to build up an endowm ent for the 
Schoo l so  that the number o f bursaries may be in
creased over the years", said M r. Hare.

0  M r. H are 's speech and Headm aster's speech
—  see Page 10

Harry King 
42 years

retires after
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'Old girls' likely soon
IT  IMOW seem s 
likely that m em 
bership of the Old 
Blackburnians' 
Association  w ill 
soon be open to 
girls.

After m eetings 
full of heated ar
guments, the co 
mmittee agreed, 
alm ost unani
mously, last
month to propose  
a change of rules 
which would  
allow  wom en into 
the Association.

It could mean a 
packed Lammack 
club-house in 
November if old 
boys have strong

in the
view s against ad 
m itting girls.

Send us your 
views. The com 
mittee is acting  
on your behalf, so  
drop a line to 
School marking

OBA
the envelope 
" G IR L S ”. Please 
give your dates at 
School.

The precise  
w ording of the 
proposal w ill be 
in the notice of

the A G M .
The proposals 

will be put at the 
annual meeting 
in November.

The headmaster 
M r Johnston, 
thought it would  
be folly to fight 
the inevitable. 
Girls had been ad
mitted to the 
sixth-form  and 
would leave th is 
year. They were 
accorded the 
same privilege at 
School as the 
boys, w hy should  
they not be a l
lowed to join the 
O B A ?

Continued Page 15

OUR NEW PRESIDENT
FO LLO W ING  the sudden death earlier in the year 
of the President of the Association, M r Jack 
Hindle (Obituary Page 2), a small committee was 
set up to seek a new President. We have just had 
the news that M r J. Eric Sagar (1919-25), a 
former long-serving treasurer of the Association, 
has accepted the committee's invitation to be the 
new President of the OBA.
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Main Agents for:

STILL — Leitz, Rollei, Nikon,
Pentax, Yashica, Canon, etc.

CINE — Leitz, Braun, Elmo,
Eumig, Bolex, Noris, etc.

HI-FI — Akai, Toshiba, Grundig, 
Tannoy, Garrard, Goodmans, etc.
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M R  H IN D L E

Thomas 
Pickup

Mr Thomas Pickup (1919
25), who died on Ju ly 25th,
1977, aged 68, was the eldest 
of four brothers, one or more of 
whom attended QEGS from 
1919 to 1932.

Practically all his business life 
was spent in London.

During the war, he was com
missioned in the Royal Navy, 
serving in minesweepers for 
four years.

Following his retirement, he 
moved to Christow, Exeter, 
where he continued to pursue 
his interests in philately, music 
and painting.

IT w as with a deep sense 
of loss that we learned of 
the sudden death on March 
22nd, 1978 of our esteemed 
president M r Jack Hindle.

Mr Hindle, one of North-East 
Lancashire's most prominent 
businessmen, was chairman of 
the international Scapa Group, 
one of the world's leading pro
ducers of paper-making felts.

He was at QEGS from 1932
36; he was made a Governor of 
the School in 1970 and became 
President of the Old Black- 
burnians' Association in 1976. 
He was generous in his support 
of the association and took an 
active part in our affairs. He 
presided at our annual dinners 
in Big School in his inimitable 
way, with skill and quiet dignity.

He was a Justice of the Peace 
and a trustee of Blackburn 
Trustee Savings Bank. During 
the war, he served with the 
Royal Tank Regiment, serving in 
Italy as a captain.

We mourn his passing and 
extend to his wife and family our 
sincere sympathy.

In the large congregation at his 
funeral service in Blackburn 
Cathedral on March 29th there 
were many members of the OBA, 
including a large complement of 
committee members.

H.K.

Col. N. Robinson
COL. Robinson a former 
Clerk to the Governors of 
the School, died on June 
11th, 1977, aged 82.

He was a member of the family 
which had been connected with 
Queen Elizabeth's Grammar 
School since January 25th, 1819 
when Mr Dixon Robinson was 
elected a Governor of the 
School.

Col. Nicholas Robinson was 
born in Clitheroe Castle where 
his father was steward to the 
manor and he was educated at 
Gresham School, Norfolk, later 
becoming a solicitor with the 
local firm of Robinson and Sons.

He had a distinguished military

career serving in Egypt, Gallipoli, 
Sinai and France in the first world 
war and later took command of 
the 4th/5th Battalion of the 
East Lancashire Regiment of the 
Territorial Association.

In 1946, he became the sixth 
member of the family to hold 
office of steward of the Manor of 
Clitheroe. In the same year, he 
took over as Clerk to the Gover
nors and Bursar of the School 
when his uncle. Col. T. C. Robin
son resigned from the post. He 
held this post until he retired in 
1967. After his retirement he 
continued to take a lively interest 
in School and its affairs and his 
death takes from us a friend who 
was admired and respected.

O.B.A. PRESIDENT,
JACK 

HINDLE
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The Memorial Service for M r Douglas Joseph Coulson 
w as held on Saturday, 24th September, 1977 in B lack
burn Cathedral. Am ong the large congregation were 
Governors, staff, old boys, parents and pupils of the 
School, with representatives from the magistrates bench, 
Lancashire County Council, Blackburn Borough Council

and many other organisations.

Douglas 
Joseph 

Coulson
W E were shocked to hear of the sudden  
death of our Headmaster, M r  Douglas J. 
Coulson, on A ugu st 1st, and it is w ith a 
sense of deep sorrow  and lo ss  that I write  
th is tribute to his memory.

M r Coulson took up his appointment as Headmaster fo 
Queen Elizabeth's Grammar School in September 1965 in 
succession to M r B. H. Kemball-Cook.

He was born and educated in 
Pocklington and was an Exhibi
tioner at St. John's College, 
Cambridge, where he read 
Honours English

During the second world war, 
he was commissioned in the 
Royal Artillery and served with 
anti-aircraft units in India and 
Burma. He was mentioned in 
dispatches for gallant and dis
tinguished services and rose to 
the rank of acting Lieutenant 
Colonel.

When he came to Blackburn 
he was already an experienced 
headmaster, having been Head
master of Sir Thomas Adams' 
Grammar School, Wem, Shrop
shire, and later Headmaster of 
Collyer's School, Horsham, 
Sussex, from whence he came to 
Blackburn.

S U P P O R T

Soon after his arrival here we 
celebrated our Quatercentenary, 
in which he took a leading part. 
In the twelve years he was at 
QEGS, the school went from 
strength to strength in its pursuit 
of academic success and quality 
of life for its pupils.

With the full support of his 
governors and backed by a loyal 
staff, new buildings were erected 
including the new assembly hall 
block, the sixth-form centre, the 
Horncliffe extensions and the 
replacement of the "old huts".

M U S IC IA N

He established the school as 
an independent school following 
the withdrawal of the Direct 
Grant; he saw the advent of girls

into the sixth form and above all, 
maintained and extended the 
reputation of the school as one 
renowned for its excellence.

He encouraged cultural 
interests and a keen musician 
himself, a pianist and singer, he 
fostered a love of music in the 
school and took an active part in 
the School music society con
certs.

One of his lesser-known ac
complishments was his skill 
with the paint brush and evi
dence of this could be seen 
hanging on the walls of his home 
at Lawn Bank.

H A P P Y

Douglas Coulson was a 
gentleman, warm-hearted, al
ways available to his staff who 
respected him as a Headmaster 
and also regarded him as a friend, 
and he ran the school with a kind 
but firm hand, insisting on a high 
standard of work and conduct. 
He believed in the Christian 
interpretation of life, which was 
reflected in all aspects of his own 
life.

He and his family worshipped 
at the Cathedral where he was a 
sidesman and also chairman of 
the Friends of the Cathedral and 
it was fitting that the funeral 
service and memorial service 
were held there.

I have so many happy 
memories of him, and recall with 
particular pleasure the many 
visits we paid together to 
branches of the Old Black- 
burnians' Association all over 
the country. He was a keen sup-

In his sermon the Provost of 
Blackburn, the Very Reverene 
Lawrence Jackson, himself d 
Governor of the School, paid 
eloquent tribute to Mr Coulson 
and his devoted service to 
QEGS. He was a gentleman, a 
scholar, a Christian and a friend 
he said. He concluded "W e shall 
all miss him very muc+i. The real 
memorial for Douglas Coulson 
must surely be in the lives, minds 
and hearts of those boys who 
came under his excellent and 
good influence across all the 
years of his teaching career. This 
is why, in his all-so-sudden 
passing the congregation will tell 
out their praises for many years 
to come."

The School Choir with whom 
Mr Coulson used to sing paid a 
memorable tribute in music, 
singing the Brahms anthem 
"Blessed are they that mourn" 
and "And the Glory of the Lord" 
from Handel's "Messiah".

The collection went towards 
the Coulson Memorial Fund 
which will be used to provide a 
portrait of Mr Coulson to be 
hung in Big School.

porter of the Association and 
wherever a group of Old Boys 
gathered, he was ready and 
willing to honour them by his 
presence, often at some personal 
inconvenience.

U N U S U A L

He was a gifted speaker and 
the speeches he made on School 
occasions will long be remem
bered by those privileged to 
hear them.

In a letter I received just after 
he died from a contemporary, a 
well-known Old Boy who was 
head boy when I was a pupil at 
QEGS, and who knew Mr 
Coulson well, there is this com
ment: "I liked Douglas Coulson 
and have never heard anyone 
speak ill of him. This is unusual 
for a headmaster."

I can think of no better way to 
end this tribute to my late head
master whom I came to know 
intimately and for whom I had a 
very high regard.

H.K.

Former Harrier 
dies at 24

Barry Cooney died on August 
9th in hospital, aged 24. Barry 
suffered from a kidney disease 
and had been on a dialysis 
machine for some time. He was 
awaiting a kidney transplant 
operation.

He was at QEGS from 1964-71 
and represented the school at 
soccer and running and was a 
member of Blackburn Harriers 
until he was found to have kid
ney trouble at the age of 20.

Mr Kenneth Charnley, a mem
ber of the OBA, died in Black
pool in Ju ly 1977, aged 59. He 
was at School from 1927-33 
and was responsible for organis
ing a get-together of old boys 
in the Fylde area some years ago.

He was a medical representa
tive until his retirement and was 
a very active worker for Cancer 
Research, of which he was 
onorary secretary.

He was a bachelor and moved 
to Blackpool 15 years ago.

Mr Derek Painter, who was 
at School from 1936-43, died 
suddenly on November 26th, 
aged 52. He had been head
master of Feniscowles County 
Primary School since 1966; 
previously he was head of Turton 
and Edgworth Methodist 
School. He was a keen sports
man and a member of the 
council of Darwen Golf Club for
20 years.

Former Blackburn solicitor, 
Mr George Yates died after a 
long illness in New Zealand 
towards the end of last year, aged 
64.

Mr Yates died in Auckland 
where he retired in 1968 after 
spending 16 years in Fiji where 
he was a magistrate and registrar 
of the High Court.

He was at QEGS from 1921
23, then went to Rossall School.

Mr Francis Myerscough, who 
attended QEGS from 1919-23, 
died on December 5th in Black
burn Infirmary, aged 72.

Before his retirement in 1969, 
he was headmaster of St. Anne's 
Roman Catholic Primary School. 
Blackburn. He was a past- 
president and former secretary of 
the Blackburn branch of the 
National Association of School
masters.
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PROCTER'S
for

TELEVISION
C O L O U R  BLA CK  & W H ITE

RENT O R  BU Y  

R A D IO  H I-F I  G R A M S  

A LL  E LE C T R IC A L  A P P L IA N C E S

Choose from the best 

All with service that’s proved

PROCTER’S
14-16 AINSWORTH STREET, BLACKBURN 

Telephone 55336.

T O P  C L A S S  F A B R I C S

IT IS OUR CONSTANT ENDEAVOUR 

TO OFFER FABRICS OF QUALITY IN 

DESIGN AND TEXTURE.

Our Workroom is at your disposal for 

MAKING-UP CURTAINS, PELMETS, 

BED-COVERINGS, LOOSE COVERS, ETC.

RYLEY & HAMPSON LIMITED
82 KING W ILL IA M  STREET, 

BLACKBURN.

Telephone 53935.

NORMAN 
THOMAS 
HOLDEN

Mr Norman Thomas Holden,

B E R R Y
Mr Frank Berry died in 

Nottingham General Hospital on 
December 2nd. He attended 
QEGS from 1921-26. Born in 
Blackburn, he served an appren
ticeship in the local branch of 
Boots the chemists. He then 
won a Boots scholarship and a 
Leverhulme scholarship to 
University College, Nottingham 
where he qualified as a pharma
ceutical chemist in 1932.

During his 46 years with 
Boots in Nottingham, he was 
concerned mainly with the de
velopment and production of 
tablets. He served on a number 
of the technical committees of 
the British Pharmacopoeia and 
the Association of the British 
Pharmaceutical Industry and be
came acknowledged as a leading 
authority on tablet technology.

He was left a widower in 1949 
and brought up three young 
daughters with great dedication. 
After retirement in 1968 he had 
time to visit his home town more 
frequently, and he spent many 
happy hours looking up old 
haunts including the Grammar 
School which he always remem
bered with great pride and 
affection.

Former transport 
manager dies

Former transport manager, Mr 
William Hugh Burgess, died 
in hospital in Wolverhampton, 
aged 64, in August after a pro
tracted illness.

He was at School from 1923 
to 1928. He moved to Wolver
hampton and became transport 
manager with a firm of con
tractors and sand and quarry 
owners.

He served with the Royal 
Electrical and Mechanical En
gineers during the war and leaves 
a wife and three sons.

who was a nephew of Mr Arthur 
Holden, a former headmaster of 
Queen Elizabeth's, died in the 
Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford in 
January, following a road acci
dent six weeks earlier.

He was at School from 1925
28 and proceeded to Caius 
College, Cambridge, on a Tan- 
cred Entrance Scholarship and 
qualified as a Doctor of Medicine 
and became a Fellow of the 
Royal College of Surgeons.

For many years, he lived in 
Enfield, London, where he was a 
member of the London Branch 
of the OBA. He was consultant 
orthopaedic surgeon to the En
field Group of Hospitals and 
Mildmay Mission Hospital until 
his retirement.

He lived in Lechlade, 
Gloucestershire, where he and 
his wife Brenda moved following 
his retirement. He regularly 
attended the Oxford OBA annual 
dinner, an occasion he very 
much enjoyed.

Bank manager 
dies at 53

The manager of Bastwell 
branch of the Trustee Savings 
Bank, Blackburn, Mr John Dent, 
died suddenly at his home on 
August 20th.

He was 53 and attended 
QEGS from 1934-40. Mr Dent 
was closely associated with St. 
Jame’s Church, Shear Brow, 
Blackburn, where he was a 
sidesman and formerly a church
warden.

He lived in Revidge Road 
with his wife, Bettine. They have 
a daughter, Ann, and a son, 
John (1967-74), who is reading 
geography at Queen's College, 
Oxford.

N. K. JONES
Nigel Kirk Jones died in a 

motor cycle accident in May last 
year, travelling home from 
Courtald’s factory in Preston.

He was a shift chemist in the 
laboratory. He left school as 
recently as 1974 and was on the 
threshold of a promising career 
in industry.

F R A N K



M A G I S T E R Page 5

(  Dr Hugh Macklin 
I dies in Canada
H U G H  Macklin w as born on June 2nd, 1893, in the Isles 
of Scilly and, in 1903, moved to Whalley where his father 
was in general practice for many years.

Dr. Macklin owned the first 
motor car in Whalley and Hugh 
remembered its approach being 
heralded by shouts of: "Watch 
out, here comes old physick I" 
Hugh attended Whalley Gram
mar School and, from 1907-09, 
Queen Elizabeth's. He con
tinued his education at the 
Harris Institute, Preston, before 
emigrating to Canada in 1911. 
From the start he settled as a 
farmer, in the foothills of the 
Rocky Mountains, near Calgary. 
It was not until the 1960s he had 
any further contact with his old 
school when, by chance, he met 
two other Old Boys in Calgary.

When we started having Old 
Boys' dinners, he was a regular 
attender and took a keen interest 
in news of Blackburn and 
School. He often spoke of our 
1971 dinner when the late "Doc" 
Tyler was our guest.

Hugh Macklin was a quiet and 
modest man, yet one who gave 
and received genuine respect.

He was utterly classless, being 
equally at home with his farming 
neighbours, politicians or fellow- 
members of hospital boards. 
During the second world war, 
he and his wife opened their 
house to RAF personnel 
stationed nearby and also ran a 
youth hostel in a small cottage 
on their farm.

He was treasurer of the local 
Anglican church for many years 
and, up to the time of his death, 
was a member of two Calgary 
hospital boards.

Having farmed in Western 
Canada for more than sixty 
years, he recently contributed to 
a book on the history of his area 
and was interviewed for a tele
vision series on the early days of 
farming and ranching.

Until a few months before he 
died in his 85th year, Hugh was 
remarkably active. Even in his 
final illness, he had a great will 
to live, interested in everything 
which had been part of his life.

He passed away quietly on 
November 8th.

His life was a fine example of 
our motto, disce prodesse.

J. R. M a ltby  
%  Hugh Macklin's older brother. 
Dr. A. H. Macklin, was surgeon 
to Sir Ernest Shackleton's South 
Polar expeditions. The book 
"Shackleton's Last Voyage" is 
based on the detailed diary kept 
by Dr. Macklin.

#  M r  M ack lin  centre 
w ith, from  the left. 
Dr. Frank Tyler, Dr. 
J. R. M altby, M r  Roy 
A. A sh cro ft and M r  
Bob Darwent, at a 
dinner in Calgary on 
Friday, October 1st, 
1971.

ilO U E U T  iO L B E U T
(George Calvert)

^  H igh  class decorator £

Decorating Contractor to 
Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School

Full range o f Exclusive D esigns

ALSO LARGE SELECTION OF 

HAND PRINTED WALLPAPERS

All work personally supervised :: Estimates with pleasure

Residence;
40 LONGSHAW LANE

Sales and Showroom :

182 SHEAR BROW BLACKBURN
BLACKBURN Telephone 662800

THOMAS BRIGGS
(B L A C K B U R N ) LTD.

P R I N T E R S

B O O K B I N D E R S  

S T  A  T I O  N E R S

C A T A L O G U E S  M A G A Z I N E S  B R O C H U R E S  P O S T E R S  

A C C O U N T  B O O K S  L O O S E - L E A F  S H E E T S  S T A T I O N E R Y

DUKE STREET • NORTHGATE • BLACKBURN 

T E L  55651
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Hand it to Haydocks
FOR F IR S T -C L A S S  L A U N D E R IN G  A N D  

D R Y -C L E A N IN G

VAN AND SHOP SERVICE

Telephone Blackburn 48087 3 lines

SHOPS—

38 Preston New Road 

82 Copy Nook 

46 W halley Banks

AND 'D R IV E -IN ' AT PLECKGATE 
ROAD, RAMSGREAVE

EX-HEAD 
DIES IN 

AUSTRALIA
Mr Tom Chadwick, former 

headmaster of Ribblesdale 
School, Clitheroe from 1946-60, 
died in Australia last year, two 
years after he and his wife, Mona, 
emigrated.

He was at QEGS from 1914-19 
and went to Ribblesdale School 
after spells as head at Heyhouses 
Endowed School, St. Annes, and 
St. Mary Magdalen C.E. School, 
Accrington.

He was a former Chairman of 
Lancashire Schools' Athletics 
Association and for many years 
was treasurer of Lancashire 
County Teachers' Association.

He had four books on history 
published. Five years after his 
retirement, Mr and Mrs Chad
wick moved to Lytham St. Annes 
and later to Desmore. New South 
Wales, Australia, where sadly, he 
spent most of his time in hospital.

Neil is new 
YC chairman

M r  Neil L. Cham bers,
A.C.A. (1962-69) is the new 
chairman of Blackburn Young 
Conservatives. He is also 
Treasurer of the Blackburn 
Conservative Association and 
Vice-chairman of Blackburn 
Conservative "Arrow Group".

Mr Chambers is a chartered 
accountant. After spending 
several years with a firm of 
accountants interspersed with 
one year as Assistant Group 
Financial Accountant for the 
Leyland Paints and Wallpaper 
group, he has now gone into 
practice on his own in Blackburn.

Move from 
F.O. to 

sports firm
M r  J. Bryan H ou ldsw orth

(1941-46) after a distinguished 
Foreign Office career has now 
joined Admiral Sportswear, a 
company which manufactures al 
types of sports equipment.

He joined the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office in 1947 
and was later posted to Nigeria. 
He also worked in Uganda with 
the British High Commission 
and from 1970-74, he was in 
New York with special respon
sibilities for textiles. Since return
ing from the USA, he has been 
on secondment from the Foreign 
Office to the Department of 
Trade and Industry in Notting
ham, as senior export officer 
responsible for textiles.

J. S. Singleton, J.P. 
F.R.I.C.S., (1932-34), Appoin
ted Chairman of the North West 
Region Chambers of Commerce.

Graduate weds
D. I. C a ss id y  (1971-73), who 
is now taking a post-graduate 
course at Sheffield University, 
married last July.

B L A C K B U R N - S3 K in (  W illiam  St. T«l. 59372 B U R N L E Y -  30 T h . M il l T .L  2107] 

S K i r T O N  - M ld d l. Row, T .l. 3977

Pass on a copy
I t  is evident from  our correspondence 

th a t quite a number of OBA members are 
in touch w ith  other old boys o f the School 
who are not members of the Association.

M ay w e suggest th a t if you know  any 
old boy who is not a member of the Old 
Blackburnians' Association, you pass on 
to  him your copy of M agister (when you 
have read it) and tactfu lly  invite him to  join  
the Association. Subscription details are 
on the leaflet accompanying th is issue of 
M agister.

R O Y  

M A R L O R
PURE NEW AJDOC.

FOR HAN ABOUT TOWN AND C0UHTRT

Men going places call a t 
ROY MARLOR and choose 
quality clothes with a diff
erence. A difference th a t 
the particular man takes 
to his heart.

All the top names end up 
a t ROY MARLOR. For 
Suits, Jackets, Trousers, 
Shirts, Knitwear etc.
You should make ROY 
MARLOR your shop - 
there’s no finer place in 
the whole of the North.
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Several miss meal in huge rush
for tickets

TH E A N N U A L  dinner continues to be a 
tremendous success. Last year, 206 sat 
dow n in a packed B ig Schoo l and annexe 
and several had to be turned away.

Chairman of the O BA, M r Tom Hindle said at the an
nual meeting, it was unfortunate that those w ho missed 
tickets included several members, but it showed the 
importance of booking early.

Mr Harry King, who put in 
sterling work organising the 
evening, said ticket applications 
had come in much earlier than 
usual because notices of the 
OBA annual meeting had been 
sent out a fortnight earlier to 
comply with the standing orders 
for a change of rules.

The earlier replies could have 
been one of the reasons some 
regulars missed tickets.

There were two breaks at the 
dinner one after the meal and 
another mid-way between 
speeches. The speeches ended 
about 11 p.m.

It was a long evening, said Mr 
King, but he assured members of 
the OBA committee it would not 
go on as long again.

An extra fish course length
ened the dinner slightly. The 
meal was a great success 
especially for the caters from 
Clayton-le-Moors who used the 
school kitchens to prepare the 
meal on their first occasion at 
West Park Road.

Once again, the football 
section staffed the bar and 
donated £30 towards the cost of 
bar fittings, contributing greatly 
to the success of the dinner.

Our late president, Mr Jack
Hindle, who was, again, chair
man for the evening, donated 
£15 for flowers for the top table 
and wines for the VIPs. The 
dinner made a profit of almost 
£29.

Accrington dentist, Mr Nigel 
Bramley-Haworth, proposed a 
toast to the School. His father 
Mr George Bramley-Haworth 
personnel manager for the 
Lancashire and Cumbria Trus
tee Savings Bank, at Blackburn, 
also attended as did his mother, 
Mrs Nen Bramley-Haworth — 
only the second woman to 
attend an OBA dinner in 51 
years.

She attended as Mayor of 
Blackburn and made it a real

family affair for the Bramley- 
Haworths.

I cannot help but feel that for 
my father and I, one of the last 
bastions of male chauvinism 
has come crashing around our 
shoulders, joked Nigel.

Perhaps he overlooked the 
act that Blackburn MP Mrs 
Barbara Castle was the first 
woman to attend the dinner in 
1965.

The dinner followed the as
sociations' decision to defer 
allowing membership to girls, 
who were admitted full-time to 
the sixth form last year for the 
first time in the School's 410 
year history.

The chains of male chauvinism 
did fall away however with the

TH E M ayor of B lack
burn attended the 
annual dinner in B ig  
School in December 
and made history.

The M ayor w as

presentation of a bouquet to the 
Mayor by the president Mr 
Hindle.

There was another deference 
to the presence of the lady 
Mayor — a display of flowers on 
the top table.

Col. John Whitaker (1905-10) 
stood alone, as the oldest old 
boy present, to drink with the 
president who, as usual, saluted 
old boys in the decade they left 
School.

The evening was tinged with 
sadness as many of the speeches 
paid tribute to Mr D. J .  Coulson.

Mr William Hare, chairman of 
the Governors, replied to Mr 
Bramley-Haworth's toast — the 
speech which Mr Coulson had so 
proudly given for more than 10 
years.

Mr Coulson was dedicated to 
the School and would have been 
pleased that Queen Elizabeths 
had created a record of academic 
achievement this year, said Mr 
Hare.

There were 88.5 per cent pass 
in 'O' levels, 82.8 per cent in 'A' 
levels, 12 Peel Awards for the 
best 'A' level results in Black
burn, seven scholarships to 
Oxford, and one to Cambridge.

M rs  Nen Bramley- 
Haworth and she a t
tended w ith her hu s
band, M r  George  
Bram ley-Haworth, 
w ho w as at school 
from  1928 to  1937.

The first XI football team had not 
lost a match.

People are paying heavily to 
send their children here and this 
is our shop window. If we 
achieve results at the top. theu 
other results must be all right, 
said Mr Hare.

He told diners the Coulson 
Memorial Fund had raised £700 
and would go towards a portrait 
to be painted by old boy Mr 
Garth Edwards, of Lammack, 
Road, Blackburn. The balance 
would be used for a scholarship 
in the name of Mr Coulson.

Mr Bramley-Haworth had said 
he was sure Mr Coulson would 
have preferred the association 
to look to the future with the 
same confidence he had shared 
and to put all their faith, trust and 
loyalty behind the new head
master.

Mr Hare said there had been 
87 applications for the position 
of headmaster and Mr Johnson, 
41, had been a unanimous 
choice.

Mr Hare coupled the School 
Bursar and Clerk to the Gover
nors, Mr Ron Hunter, with Mr 
Coulson in praising their loyalty 
and dedication to helping the

Continued on Page 11

To cap|itjall2—  her 
son, Nigel (1958-67) 
proposed a toast to 
the School and made 
the evening a fam ily  
affair.
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D. B. Hollen & Co.
Auctioneers, Valuers, Land and Estate Agents

47 Preston New Road 
Blackburn BB2 6AE 
Tel. 53211 (2 lines)

District Agents for 

West Yorkshire Building Societies

T R A V E L  A G E N T S  
T O U R S  BY  A IR  A N D  CO A C H  
A G E N T S  FOR L E A D IN G

T O U R  C O M P A N IE S

J. & F. ASPDEN
(Blackburn) Ltd
Travel Services

3 Park Road, 23 Railway Road,
Blackburn, Lancs. Darwen, Lancs.

Telephone 52323 Telephone 71127

QEGS CHOICE FOR TRAVEL

&

Ex-teacher 
carves new 

career in 
industry

W alter Sharratt (1948-54) 
writes:

"I was particularly pleased to 
have the June edition of Magister 
and most interested to read of the 
School going from strength to 
strength although at the same 
time it was sad to read the obitu
aries of so many ex-members of 
staff — quite the ending of an 
era.

I left the teaching profession in 
1968 and have subsequently 
carved a career in industry. My 
current post is Administration 
Manager with Avon Cosmetics 
Ltd. The scope of my job includes

M r SHARRATT

personnel, accounting, transport, 
security and communications 
with quite a large staff.

I am delighted that QEGS has 
weathered the educational 
storms which have been so 
disastrous for many fine schools 
over the last years. I look forward 
to receiving Magister in the 
future and send my very best 
wishes to the School.

M r VEN T

House 
Master has 

happy 
memories 
of School

M R  J. B. Vent (1936-44), 
w ho is  a senior House  
M aste r at Coventry School, 
w hich com prises tw o  
sch oo ls —  Bablake School 
and K ing Henry V I I I  School, 
w rite s :

"I have very many happy 
memories of QEGS and although 
I have not lived in Blackburn for 
many years, having been at King 
Henry VIII since 1949,1 still keep 
up a regular correspondence 
with old school friends, so I 
don't miss much. We began to 
take girls in 1975 and this 
Easter I am taking my 25th 
annual trip to Paris. My party 
consists of 17 boys and 16 girls, 
plus a few colleagues, and after 
24 such trips with boys only this 
is quite an occasion. We always 
have a fortnight's camp in 
Guernsey at the end of the 
summer term and this will be 
our 28th when we shall have a 
party of about 48 boys. I run a 
couple of junior rugby sides 
(after soccer at QEGS tool); 
the junior cricket teams, act as 
business manager and treasurer 
for the dramatic society and 
music societies as well as chair 
the Old Boys' Committee and 
act as branch treasurer for the
A.M.A. Yes and I teach as well I 
French and Spanish as so many 
products of Leo Collier have 
done in the past."

He concludes by offering  
his good  w ish e s to M r  J o h n 
ston, adding "p lease  be 
assured  of my constant  
support o f the Sch o o l."
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GOWN‘ PORTER ’  IN  TATTERED
WAS THE HEAD!Mr Harry Brog- 

den, a retired head
master living in 
Hove, celebrates 
his diamond jubilee 
of entering School, 
with an account of 
the place at the end 
of the first world 
war.

IN  TH E  early summ er of 1918, just before I 
w as nine years of age, I first climbed the 
steep ascent of W est Park Road to take 
w hat w as grandiloquently called a scholar
ship examination.

At the front door I was met by a small oldish man, 
shrouded in a dirty tattered gown, w ho peered at me from 
short-sighted eyes. This was the Headmaster, G. A. 
Stocks, M.A. (later to be known as GAS, for obvious 
reasons), although at the time I thought he must be the 
School porter.

Canon 
moves to 
seaside

The Rev. Canon Thom as  
Roderick W ilson , M .A.
(1938-45) has been appointed 
Vicar of St. Christopher's Church, 
Bare, Morecambe.

Canon Wilson, who has been 
Vicar of Holy Trinity Church, 
Burnley, since 1958, graduated 
in the Honours School of English 
at St. Peter's Hall, Oxford and 
trained at Salisbury Theological 
College before being ordained at 
Blackburn Cathedral.

He was appointed Rural Dean 
of Burnley in 1970 and was 
made Honorary Canon of Black
burn Cathedral in 1975.

*  *  *

Dr. Christopher D. Lund,
B.Sc., M.B., Ch.B., D.R.C. 
Obst., G., elder son of Mr 
Derrick Lund, the School's 
Domestic Bursar, has emigrated 
th Hong Kong where he is 
Medical Officer in charge of 
Community Health Project at 
Kwun Tong. Dr. Lund, who was 
at School from 1961 -68, took his 
medical degree at Dundee 
University Medical School.

Together with a number of 
other youngsters we were 
ushered into the dining hall, later 
to become the library, and sat at 
the long oak tables. Soon came 
the first hitch; apparently the 
examination was intended for 
two age groups, 10-12, and 
over 12. Since I was under nine, 
a special arithmetic paper had to 
be found, while I gazed around 
at extraordinarily clever-looking 
boys.

One in particular fascinated 
me: his name was Harry Mellor 
and he produced a contrivance I 
had never previously seen, a por
table ink-well kept in his waist
coat pocket which sprang open 
when he placed it on the table.

Ideally he ought to have pro
duced a quill pen but he didn't. 
Several others round that table 
were later to be well-known and 
become friends, including Tom 
Gibson who was to share in in
venting "Ernie” and to rule the 
Post Office Tower in London; 
Wilfred Tennant later to have a 
distinguished career in school, 
Cambridge and at an African 
university, Alan Sauvain re
nowned at school as a cross
country runner.

Of the examination itself I 
recall little except being com
pletely baffled by the word 
"avoirdupois” at the end of a 
relatively simple arithmetic sum 
fo tons, cwts, etc., and having to 
read the poem "I remember, I 
remember, the house where I 
was born."

Sufficient to say, I became a 
fully-fledged but extremely 
junior member of the school in 
September 1918, wearing my 
green cap and its silk badge with 
pride, looking up with awe and 
reverence to the men, as they 
seemed to me, at the top of the 
school. "Rusty" Haworth, Bill

Baxter, Jack Mackereth and 
others.

This was a curious year to join 
the school; there were not more 
than about 200 boys, most of the 
regular staff were at the war, 
their places being taken by 
mistressess, old men and a few 
misfits.

For that year only, we assem
bled in Hall at 9 a.m. and had the 
roll called by a prefect; if present 
we called out "adsum" — a 
password which meant nothing 
at first since I knew no Latin.

During that first term came the 
Armistice on November 11 th and 
unless memory fails me this was 
the occasion of a minor mutiny. 
We assembled at school as usual 
not knowing the momentous 
news about to break.

When the news arrived about
10 a.m. the school was in turmoil 
and many of the senior boys de
manded a holiday but the head 
was completely inaccessible.

Unable to make a way to the 
head's study from the main 
school, a large group gathered 
round the head's front door de
manding an audience. Ultimate
ly the head came to see what all 
the noise was about — it trans
pired that he had been complete
ly engrossed writing a poem, 
which later appeared in the 
Northern Daily Telegraph, to

celebrate the Armistice. He had 
the good sense to grant the 
half-holiday and we all rushed 
home to try in a few hours to 
gather wood and rubbish for 
bonfires and to scour the shops 
to discover which had retained 
stocks of fireworks since 1914.

Games at school, in contrast 
to later years, were completely 
unorganised. The Lammack 
Playing Fields were to come in a 
year or two but we were com
pensated in the Summer Term by 
all who wanted to do so be
coming junior members on the 
Meadows.

We even had the great Victor 
Norbury in the summer of 1919 
to coach us occasionally. Foot
ball was played of course on the 
upper playground; it was almost 
a free-for-all, rather like Tom 
Brown's rugby but with a round 
ball. Even the youngest, like me, 
could join in and experience the 
thrill of taking the ball from one 
of the giants like Jimmy Long- 
worth or Tommy Whewell, pro
bably because we were too small 
to be seen.

As I recall, we had no Saturday 
morning school until 1919 when 
the new head came but as a 
junior at the time, we may have 
had a special concession. There 
were drawbacks, of course, in 
being a junior; we had to wear 
plimsolls or house shoes as soon 
as we reached school, because 
most of our lessons were taken 
in the rooms nearest the Head's 
house.

We were taught mainly by 
ladies — I remember a fierce 
Miss Hammond, a graceful and 
gracious Mrs Hyde (wife of the 
much-loved Daddy Hyde then 
still at war) and Miss Dunbar.

The only masters I remember 
that year were an old man, Billy 
Haworth with a trembling hand; 
a giant Jersey man, Le Manquais 
who despite his claim to be able

Continued Page 21

Nice one, Cyril!
Older readers o f M ag iste r  w ill be interested to have 

new s o f M r  Cyril A. Sm ith  w ho w as  a member o f the 
sta ff at Q E G S  from  1928-55. He w as  senior C la ss ic s  
m aster and Housem aster o f Grenville. He now  lives in 
Sunderland and in a recent letter to a friend and former 
colleague he w rote " I  am  still teaching C la ss ic s  in a 
good  private school here, lecturing for the University  
o f Durham  and w riting in the Sunderland Echo."

Y ou  are speculating how  old he is —  he is 77! Nice  
one Cyril I
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SC H O O L N E W S Record nine open 
awards Nigel Holden, Open 

Exhibition in natural 
sciences at St. Peter's

T7lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllltlllllr

first-aid

12 PEEL SCHOLARSHIPS
The School was awarded 12 

of 20 scholarships by the 
Trustees of the Peel Foundation 
Scholarship Fund. They are 
awarded for the best achieve
ment at G.C.E. Advanced Level 
and are for students beginning 
their academic courses in Sep
tember 1977. The successful 
QEGS students were: William 
C. Chadwick, Eli Heyworth 
Memorial Scholarship: Martin

C. Cooper, Eli Heyworth Memor
ial Scholarship; Steven J .  Davies 
Daniel Thwaites Memorial 
Scholarship: Richard A. Ryden, 
Daniel Thwaites Memorial 
Scholarship.

Other Peel Scholarships go to 
Tariq Ahmad, David T. Brown- 
Graham R. Foster, Graham M. 
Gabbutt, Clifford J .  Garratt, 
David A. Holland, Peter J. 
Richardson and Steven Wright.

Scouts win

TH E School has gained 
a record of nine Open 
awards in last Decem 
ber's examinations.

The aw ards go  to: 
Andrew  Aspin, Open 
Scholarship (Demy- 

jj ship) in natural scien
ces at Magdalen Co l
lege, Oxford, to study 
medicine.

Rachel Bagga, 
Open Scholarship  in 
natural sciences at
Lady Margaret Hall, 
Oxford, to study 
medicine.

M ichael Busheri, 
Open Scholarship in 
natural sciences at
University College, 
Oxford, to study bio
chemistry.

Roger Highton,
Open Scholarship  in 
natural sciences at
Trinity Hall, Cam 
bridge, to read chem is
try.

Ell ii HiiimiiiiiiiimiiiMiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiimiii'H

shield (

College, Oxford, to =  
read engineering |
science.

M ichael Kay, Open = 
Scho larsh ip  in natural E 
sciences at Balliol Col- § 
lege, Oxford, to read | 
engineering science, |  
a lso  awarded a Nor- = 
w eb University Scho l- |  
arship.

John Routh, Open |  
Scholarsh ip  (Dem y- E 
ship) in m athem atics I  
at M agdalen  College, = 
Oxford, to study |  
m athematics.

Graham  W alley, |  
Open Scholarsh ip  in |  
m athem atics at Christ |  
Church College, Ox- E  
ford, to study mathe- |  
matics.

Patrick W alsh, Open |  
Exhibition in h istory at = 
Balliol College, Oxford, i 
to study history.

In addition seven fur- | 
ther places have been |  
obtained at Oxbridge, | 
to Gillian Belsham, at = 
St. H u gh 's  College, = 
Oxford, to study law. |  

Philip Duckw orth  at E 
M agdalen  College, Ox- | 
ford, to study physics. E  

M ichael M e a d o w s at |  
Balliol College, Ox- | 
ford, to study mathe- = 
matics.

M ichael Winter- =  
bottom  at Balliol Col- |  
lege, Oxford, to study E  
English.

Ian W righ t at St. =  
Edm und Hall, Oxford, |  
to study geography. =  

Tim othy M arsden  at §  
St. Peter's College, = 
Oxford, to read en- | 
gineering science.

Paul W illiam s at E  
Trinity Hall, Cam bridge =  
to read medicine.

QEGS scouts won a place in the  
Lord Derby Ambulance Com 
petition, beating five other teams 
from  East Lancashire in a firs t-a id  
com petition at Audley Range
United Reformed Church, Black
burn, last month.

The scouts had to  deal w ith  a
camping accident in which a girl
had been stung by a bee and an
other had been scalded.

The trophy, above, was presen
ted by M r Alan C. Smith, St. John 
Ambulance County Commissioner 
fo r East Lancashire.

The scouts and their instructors, 
pictured above, are from  the left, 
M r C. Oversby, David Taylor, team  
leader S tuart Banks, Andrew Tay
lor, M ark Coward and Derrick 
Lund, School Domestic Bursar and 
assistant county director of St. 
John Ambulance.

Organ Fellow

John Longstaff, eldest son of 
Mr Jack Longstaff, senior music 
master at QEGS has added an
other achievement to his long 
line of musical successes by 
passing the examinations to be
come a Fellow of the Royal 
College of Organists. John, a 
pupil at School, has just taken 
his G.C.E. Advanced Level 
Examinations and hopes to go to 
Cambridge.
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GOVERNORS LAUNCH BURSARY APPEAL
As members of the Old Blackburnians' 

Association w ill know, the School became 
Independent from  September 1976. The 
Governors made this decision, consequent 
upon the Government's action in w ith 
drawing financial support to  children at the  
Direct Grant Schools — the alternative was  
to  be swallowed up in the local authority's  
comprehensive structure.

For many years the School has been able 
and glad to  open its doors to  children w ith  
parents of lim ited means, through the 
availability of local authority free places and 
the national D irect Grant system of reduced 
fees. The Government's action has now  
closed this door.

The Governors, therefore have launched an 
Appeal to  enable the School to continue to  
provide assisted places. These w ill be 
awarded on academic m erit and according to  
need and w ill keep the doors of Queen 
Elizabeth's open to able children whose

parents could not normally afford the full 
fee.

The Governors and Headm aster are deter
mined that a substantial Bursary Scheme is 
made available to  enable the School to remain 
both a local and national school of high 
academic reputation. I t  has, therefore, been 
decided to  use the services o f Richard 
M aurice Ltd, a firm  of consultants w ith  a 
wide experience in w orking w ith  schools 
such as ours.

The School is most grateful fo r all the help 
it  has received in past years and w e con
fidently anticipate th a t members of the  
association and Old Boys generally, mindful 
of their own debt to  the School, w ill con
tribu te  generously to  this Scheme which is 
so im portant to  the fu ture w ell-being of the 
School. The Headmaster is on record as 
saying "The fu ture of Queen Elizabeth's is 
literally in your hands."

OBA interest providesAnnual 
Dinner

Cont. from  Page 7

The president thanked Mr 
Derek Lund, the School's domes
tic bursar who was a guest of his 
son after 21 years as toastmaster 
at the dinner. Old boy Mr Gordon 
Birtwistle, a member of the OBA 
committee who proposed a toast 
to the School two years ago, 
took over as toastmaster and 
introduced the speakers.

Blackburn auctioneer Mr John 
Singleton, a school governor, 
proposed a toast to the guests 
and chairman of Lancashire 
County Council M. J. 
Fitzherbert-Brockholes, replied.

He said the county would noj 
be taking up any more places a 
Queen Elizabeths but added: 
"Who knows, at some future un
specified date, we may be able 
to help."

He said he was disappointed 
at the narrow and doctrinaire 
approach to what where direct 
grant grammar schools.

I have no doubt though for the 
future of this School if only for 
the thriving old boys’ association 
which is concerned that the 
school should survive with ex
cellence of teaching and aca
demic success.

The spirit was summed up by 
Mr Bramley-Haworth : ” We look 
back with nostalgia and look 
forward with confidence."

THE £2,000, lent interest- 
free to the School by the 
Old Blackburnians A s 
sociation, will provide half 
a bursary for a boy who 
would not otherwise have 
been able to attend QEGS.

The headmaster, Mr Johnston 
said the interest only was being 
used and the capital was being 
left as far as inflation allowed.

The money, raised over four 
years, was lent, free of any in
structions to its use, to be repaid 
on demand.

Fees for main school are £690 
a year.

Mr Johnston told a meeting of 
the OBA committee last month 
at Lammack that 293 had taken 
the entrance examinations for 
120 places at School.

Mr Johnston said he did not 
want to make cheque books an 
over-riding factor in having a boy 
at School. In view of this, the 
governors had agreed to accept 
30 more boys this year, making 
a first-year of 150 boys.

This had meant the School was 
"bursting at the seams" but 
otherwise it would have meant 
missing 30 boys who were 
worthy of a place at QEGS.

Local firms had been generous 
in providing bursaries and Scapa 
had provided a bursary in the 
name of their former chairman 
Jack Hindle, ourformer president

fees for
who died earlier this year 
(Obituary, Page 2).

Several committee members 
have contributed towards a bur
sary..

The Headmaster said £5,000 
had already been raised this year 
which would help 32 boys ent
ering School in September. This 
amount would need to be cont
inued throughout their school 
life and be available for success
ive intakes.

Thirty-two boys, mostly from 
Blackburn, were benefitting from 
grants. We tried to help as 
many as we could", said Mr 
Johnston. "One Horncliffe boy's 
father was a disabled pensioner; 
another boy's father had a lowly 
shopfloor job and his mother 
scrubbed floors to keep the boy 
at School.

A brochure and letter would 
be sent to old boys. "If we don't 
get it across that bursaries are

half

one boy
more important than the buildings 
which old boys and parents had 
generously contributed towards 
in recent years, then we could be 
in the position of other public 
schools which have only Arab
oil sheiks sons", said Mr Johns
ton.

"We have one of the strongest 
academic first years for a long 
time. We have boys from Gis- 
burn to Preston. We have to go 
outside the confines of Black
burn to survive. I regret this, but 
it is necessary. We have taken on 
six new members of staff — four 
from Oxford, two from Cam
bridge.

"There will be five streams 
with the extra 30 boys included 
mainly to keep faith with old 
boys. It has, even so, been more 
difficult to get a boy into the 
School this year, than at any 
other time.

E. W. G R A H A M  (1928-33)
In the 1977 issue of Magister (No. 21) we recorded the death of 

Walter Graham. We have now received from his mother some further 
details of his career which we gladly print.

"He had a spell in the Scots Guards then joined the Civil Service 
and went on to Scotland Yard. The war came and he sailed for 
Calcutta at Christmas 1941 serving as an Investigation Officer in the 
Military Police. He returned home in 1945 as a Major and wa9 
awarded the M.B.E. and became an executive of the Transport 
Trading Board."

Walter Graham was a friend and contemporary of Victor Whitsay 
(1928-33) now Bishop of Chester.
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WHEN BOTTOM DROPPED OUT OF LOOTING !
M rs  Johnston  teaches sixth-form  m athem atics 

and divinity. She doesn 't ju st w ant to be a house 
wife, both w ish  to lead a life in the com munity. " I  
don 't know  w hat my w ife w ill do yet but she w ill 
act a s  the sch o o l's  h o ste ss ",  said M r  Johnston.

Their daughter Virginia, 12, is  interested in 
painting and m usic. She w on an 11-plus scho lar
sh ip  to Boston  H igh School. Their son, Andrew, 
eight, w ill go  to Horncliffe in Septem ber after 
passin g  the entrance examinations.

P IL L A G E
Andrew, w ho has a flair for w oodw ork  and en

gineering, is a keen football enthusiast —  but he 
w on 't be fo llow ing one H. K ing to Ew ood, M a n 
chester C ity is A n drew 's  team.

A ndrew 's father, however has found Ew ood  
connections. A  form er pupil from  Boston, Sim on  
Garner, is on the Rover's sta ff and M r  Johnston,

w as  quick to make contact when he arrived at 
Blackburn.

A  thread o f N orth -East Lancashire connections 
but isn 't  Johnston  a Sco ttish  nam e? Well, ah, 
yes, said M r  Johnston  w ith unusual hesitation. 
" I t  is Sco ttish  and indeed the fam ily w as  m en
tioned by T hom as Carlyle —  not too  favourably  
though. M y  ancestors were cattle thieves w ho  
nipped into Cum bria from  the Ecclefechan area to 
pillage.

" In  fact, one o f my forebears w a s  hanged for 
shooting a coach driver w ho  resisted w hile  the 
coach w as  being robbed."

"W he n  the bottom  dropped out o f robbing and  
looting, w e w ent into the Lancashire Cotton  
industry", said M r  Johnston  w ith  a smile.

W ell —  when a man w ith such an im pressive  
academ ic record in h istory te lls you that —  are 
you go ing  to disbelieve h im ?

'We'll gain ability if fees
M R  JO H N S T O N  became 
headmaster of Boston 
Grammar School exactly 
eight years to the day be
fore taking up his appoint
ment at West Park Road. 
He was aged 33. He took 
on a school with a longer 
history than QEGS.

The school received its 
charter in 1327 and existed 
of course we!! before.

Its oldest external construc
tion is the library, dating 1567, 
one of the oldest school build
ings in the country.

Before moving to Boston, he

kept keen'
had been at Barnard Castle 
School for five years. It is a 
boarding school, was direct 
grant and is represented on the 
Headmasters' Conference. As Mr 
Johnston says: "I have had as
sociations with direct grant 
schools from my education until 
now. It is a tragedy the direct 
grant has been abolished."

"I am interested in keeping the

grammar school for Blackburn 
and the surrounding area — 
including fund raising by bur
saries for boys whose families 
could not normally pay £672 — 
from homes where fee paying is 
unusual.

"Hard-headed Northerners will 
not pay £672 for flannel or 
prestige.They don't want school- 
appeal— just first class gram-

A c a d e m ic  w ith  sh a rp  w it
W H EN  you enter M r Johnston 's study, 
he is quick to point out the lacrosse 
stick on the wall beside his desk is not 
used for corporal chastisement —  it is 
the stick which broke his nose and is 
there purely as a souvenir.

He has a down-to-earth wit for an acadamic
He keeps in touch with the popular and 

keeps his feet planted firmly on the ground — 
firmly that is, for a man whose interest has been 
in the clouds.

Mr Johnston spent his national service in the 
RAF where he finished as flying officer, although 
his eyesight was not good enough to actually 
fly.

His study includes paintings of planes by a 
member of the RAVR in Lincoln, of which he 
was Squadron Leader.

He left Boston with a few pangs. He was 
very happy there and well liked and respected. 
He was presented with a silver tea service from 
the school and a silver salver from the Old

Bostonians' Association. Another OBA !
Yet another side to this many-faceted man is 

his interest in religious education. He was a 
Diocesan reader in the Church of England and 
represented the diocese at Lincoln on the 
Diocesan Council. He was one of five Lincoln
shire laymen in the House of Laity on the 
General Synod and was on the standing com
mittee of the National Society for Promoting 
Religious Education. This committee has 
Blackburn connections in that its chairman is 
the Bishop of Blackburn and its treasurer is the 
Ven. C. W. Carroll, a canon of Blackburn 
Cathedral.

Mr Johnston has also been connected with 
religious work for Tyne Tees television's epi
logue.

With his background, it is not surprising to 
find Mr Johnston interested in industrial 
archaeology. His fascination for local history 
and the industrial revolution should present him 
with a bonanza in and around Blackburn.

mar-school education and we 
are inundated with applications 
for the sixth-form.

"M y definition of a public 
school is one which draws from 
outside its immediate area. I am 
committed to the academic 
world, but while promoting 
academic ideals I am realistic 
enough to know there are other 
things in life than universities.

"These days, we seem to be 
going mad on diplomas for 
everything, from hairdressing to 
growing potatoes. We can be
come so wrapped up in aca
demics that we lose perspective. 
Many graduates are wet behind 
the ears about life. We must give 
an all round education — we 
must sell ourselves. We are in 
competition with other similar 
schools in the North West.

T R IB U T E
"Fees must be kept competi

tive to gain academic ability. 
Parents are dissatisfied with 
sixth-form education in North 
East Lancs. They want con
tinuity of education in sixth 
forms.

The numbers of sixth-form 
pupils at QEGS has been rising 
tremendously and this rise, 
with following high standards 
and a good staff, is a tribute to 
Mr Coulson and Mr Kemball- 
Cooke. We are expecting sixth- 
form pupils to top the 300 mark 
soon.

"A  loyal staff makes a good 
school. QEGS has a reputation 
well outside the confines of 
Lancashire — and we are deter
mined to keep it."
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Shoe designer w ed s

£41 FOR MATS
Follow ing the an 

nouncement in the 
1977 issue of M ag iste r  
that School-crested  
place m ats w ould  be 
made available for pur
chase by members of 
the assoc iation  we are 
pleased to report that 
a total order of 236 w as  
received.

The d iscount re
ceived a s  a result of 
th is exercise amounted  
to £41, a useful ad 
dition to the general 
fund of the a sso c ia 
tion.

W e are m ost grateful 
to M r  Paul Price, our 
London Branch Chair
man, w ho supplied the 
m ats and w ho  so  
generously gave the 
assoc iation  nearly 300 
m ats for use at the an 
nual dinner o f the a s 
sociation, and used for 
the first time at the 
1976 dinner.

M r  Peter W illiam  Hobkirk  
(1951-58), a Life M em ber of 
the Old B lackburn ians' A s 
sociation, and m anaging  
director o f W illiam  Hobkirk  
and Son  (Sew ing M ach ines) 
Ltd married Christine  
Strutynsk i at Blackburn  
Register O ffice earlier th is 
year.

*  %  *

M r Gordon A ske w  (1958
68) and Miss Gillian Duncan 
were married at Christ Church, 
Quinton, Birmingham in August 
1977. Mr Askew is a school
master and the son of Mr F. L. 
Askew. M r  F. L. A sk e w  is a 
dental surgeon in Blackburn, 
also an Old Boy (1929-39) and 
a member of the OBA.

*  *  *

M r  Colin D oug las Turton  
(1963-72) and Miss Christine 
Angela Bridge were married at 
Pleasington Priory in the summer 
of 1977. Colin is a bank clerk 
with Lloyds Bank Ltd.

*  *  *

M r Richard Paul Horton  
(1962-70) and Miss Linda 
Garton were married at Christ 
Church, Bridlington in August 
1977. M r PeterMoizer (1963
70) was best man.

Mr Horton, who is a chartered 
accountant, and his wife have 
set up home in Nairobi, Kenya 
where they will stay for two 
years during which time Mr 
Horton will be working for his 
Manchester-based firm.

*  *  *

M r  Peter Allen, who was on 
the staff of QEGS from 1971-74 
writes: "Yes, the rumours are 
confirmed I am married, very 
happy and spending much spare 
time converting two cottages 
into one." Peter and his wife 
Sue live at 7 Grange Lane. 
Flockton, Wakefield.

Student award 
leads to job

John Thom pson  (1965-74) 
on leaving QEGS proceeded to 
Liverpool University and soon 
became involved in the pro
duction of the University's 
Guild and City Gazette, be
coming deputy news editor, 
news editor and finally editor. 
During his editorship, the news
paper was awarded first prize in 
a national student newspaper 
competition organised by the 
Daily Express.

He graduated last year, Hons.
B.A. in politics and his part time 
journalistic activities have led to 
a decision to make it his full-time 
career. He has been appointed to 
the staff of the Lancashire 
Evening Telegraph.

Shoe designer, M r Robin 

Walton Tavlor (1959-65) 

married M iss  Marjorie Dul- 

lenty, a teacher, at St. 

M ichael's Church, Black

burn, in July.

The couple went to 
Greece for a honeymoon 
and are living in Church.

Magister editor 
marries teacher

Picture by M ichael A spinall

M r  John F. Duckw orth, M ag iste r editor, married Pamela 
Jean Daw son, a teacher, on Friday, October 28th, at Brow - 
hill United Reform ed Church. John is a sub-editor w ith  
the Bolton Evening New s. The reception w as at Stirk  House  
Hotel, G isburn, and the honeym oon w as spent in Majorca.

I am glad to report that M ag iste r is safe for the time- 
being —  indeed I have it on good authority that th is  w as  
laid dow n in the marriage "co n trac t". The Old Black- 
burnians' A ssoc iation  and the many readers o f M ag iste r  
w ish  John and Pam every joy and happ iness in their future  
lives together.

Their new home is 3 Ravensw ood Cottage, Bank Hey 
Lane South, Sunny Bower, Blackburn.

H.K.
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S U B S C R IP T IO N S  A R E  T O  G O  UP
S U B S C R IP T IO N S  are to rise. The w hole Com m ittee agreed 
that subscriptions, last raised in 1970, should go  up —  but 
it w a s  sp lit a lm ost equally over the size of the increase.

There w as som e d iscu ssion  on subscriptions, particularly 
bearing in mind the ever increasing co st o f Magister w hich  
w as w hat members in the main received for their sub scrip 
tion. There w as no d issen t w ithin the meeting that the su b 
scrip tions should be increased, the only problem being the 
adm inistration involved. However, it w as  plainly obvious  
that the subscrip tions could not remain static  indefinitely 
and the adm inistration w ould  have to be faced sooner or 
later and better it be sooner.

Annual fees were agreed at £2 —  a rise o f £1 . It  w as pro
posed that life m em bership be raised to £20  from  £15 but 
th is w as  defeated by 14-12 in favour o f an increase to £25.

M r  Carl M arsden  expressed a w ish, previously put forw ard  
w ith fair su cce ss  the last tim e fees were raised, that life  
mem bers w ho had taken out m embership when sub scrip 
tions were lower, m ight like to " to p -u p "  their subscriptions  
now.

Follow ing the recommendation from  the annual general 
meeting held the previous year, a further interest free loan 
of £500 had been made to the Schoo l on the sam e term s as  
the previous loan.

The bursary sub-com m ittee had been unable to make any 
positive recommendation to the full Com m ittee until the

Governors' proposals were known. It  did however recom 
mend that more positive action be taken to persuade  
school leavers to join the assoc iation  and suggested  a 
meeting at w hich a representative o f the A ssoc iation  could 
talk to the schoo l leavers. The A ssoc iation  had a lso  written  
to the Schoo l advising it o f its w ish  to a s s is t  in connection  
w ith a bursary.

M r  Hare, on behalf o f the Governors, reported that the 
question of bursaries w as very upperm ost in the Governors' 
m inds and indeed a ssisted  the Schoo l p laces already being 
advertised. A  survey had been arranged for February 1978 
w ith a view  to considering fund-ra ising schem es for th is  
purpose and he felt that it w ould be appropriate for the 
A ssoc iation  to consider the matter further when the ou t
come o f the survey w as  known. It  w as agreed to adopt 
th is  course.

The treasurer presented the accounts, a copy of w hich  
appears below, and reported a profit o f £3.01. He explained 
th is w as  more or less totally due to the increased co st  of 
Magister w hich had gone up by £269. He fe lt the Com m ittee  
should consider whether or not the co st  o f Magister shou ld  
be pruned in view  o f the increase in co st  w hich w ould  no 
doubt continue to increase. The assoc iation  w as  still in 
quite a healthy financial position  and again it w as felt ap
propriate to request the com m ittee to consider m aking a 
further loan of £500 to the School. The meeting then adopted  
the accounts and thanked the treasurer and the auditors.

O LD  B L A C K B U R N  IA N S ' A S S O C IA T IO N  
S T A T E M E N T  OF A C C O U N T S  FO R  T H E  Y E A R  E N D E D  J U L Y  31st, 

IN C O M E  A N D  E X P E N D IT U R E  A C C O U N T
1978

£
General Ex p en ses ........................
Postages........................................
Magazines ................................
Magister ....................................
Corporation T a x ............................
Balance and Profit to Accumulated 

F u n d ........................................

P
7.45

89.27
12.78

646.71
39.07

3.01

£ P

£798.29

Subscriptions 1976/77 ................
Released from Life Membership Fund 
Interest on Investments, 4% Consols 

Barclays Bank Stock 
British Electric 3 J%

Less Tax

Savings Bank . . . . 
War Memorial Ground Rent 
Blackburn Annual Dinner . 
Donation ....................

50.00 
53.62
14.00

117.62
41.16

£ P 
551.67 
42.00

76.46
72.82

5.00
28.84
21.50

£798.29

B A L A N C E  S H E E T

Life M em bersh ip  Fund
Balance at 1.9.76 . . .
A d d it io n s ....................

Deletions ....................

War Memorial Grant . .
Creditors: Printer . . .

Inland Revenue

Accum ulated Fund
Profit at 1.8.76 . . . .
Profit on 1976/77 . .

3246.53 
700.00

3946.53 
42.00

1267.77

628.67
3.01

3904.53

624.50
39.07

631.68

Lammack Ground at cost less sales 
Investm ents: 4% Consols . . .

£300 at cost . . . 210.60
£950 at par . . . 950.00

(Market value £375)
83% Barclay's Bank Stock 

£650 at cost . . .
(Market value £410)

British Electric 3 i% :
£400 at cost (Market value £376) .
Loan to QEGS ............................
Cash at Lloyds................................  119.40
at Savings Bank ........................  989.58

Cash  in h a n d ........................

1207.77

1160.60

582.59

281.75
1500.00

1108.98
565.86

£6407.55 £6407.55

Honorary A ud itors ' Report
We hereby certify that we have examined the Accounts of the Old Blackburnians' Association as above set forth, together 

with the books, and vouchers relating thereto. In our opinion they represent a true and correct record of the transactions of 
the Association during the year ended 31st July, 1977.

(Signed) KENNETH H. MARSDEN, F.C.A. 
November, 1977 WILLIAM HARE, F.C.A.
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The committee  
w as at first sp lit 
equally over the 
matter when it 
w as first serious
ly raised last

year, but gradu
ally the majority 
sw ung in favour.

A sub-com m it
tee, set up to look 
into a change of 
rules allow ing

girls into the A s 
sociation, w as  
due to report at 
last year's an
nual meeting in 
November.

'W H Y  C H A N G E  R ULES  
FOR A  F E W  GIRLS?'

Call to cut 
Magister costs 

at annual 
meeting

M AG ISTER  came in for 
some scrutiny. Following 
the large cost of the last 
issue, the treasurer M r Fred 
Bury asked if the committee 
could look into some way of 
reducing costs.

Mr John Duckworth, editor of 
the magazine, said a rise in 
labour costs and general costs of 
printing had caused the increase.

Suggestions over advertising 
and the size of the magazine 
were mulled over but the con
sensus was that the quality of 
Magister should not be lowered
— it was after all, the main 
source of news of the OBA and 
the editor was asked to use his 
professional expertise to walk the 
tightrope between economy and 
quality.

Mr Duckworth was thanked 
for an excellent edition of 
Magister last year and he paid 
tribute to Mr King who, since 
retiring, had taken to the fourth 
estate with relish and success.

Any success last year was due 
to Mr King's enthusiasm. He 
wrote most of the news which 
gave Mr Duckworth more time 
to edit the magazine.

The following were unani
mously re-elected : The Presi
dent, Mr Jack Hindle, sadly he 
died shortly after. Obituary, Page 
2; the Chairman, Mr Tom Hin
dle; the vice-Chairman, Mr Jim 
Warner; the Hon. Secretary, Mr 
David Forbes; the Hon. Treasurer 
Mr Fred Bury; the Hon. Auditors, 
Mr W. Hare and Mr K. H. Mars
den.

Mr Bury indicated his desire 
not to be as involved with the 
treasurer's job as in the past and 
it was agreed that the Committee 
should consider the appointment 
of an assistant to Mr Bury.

The following were elected to 
the Committee: Messrs G. Birt
wistle, H. Burrows, J .  F. Duck
worth, W. K. Forbes, E. G. Hunt, 
N. Jepson, E. J .  Kay, H. King, 
J. King, E. C. Marsden, I. D. 
Newton, K. V. Newton, P. T. 
Pearson, W. H. Proctor, J .  S. 
Read, T. Riley, J .  E. Sager, T. E. 
Sharratt, R. Smethurst, R. Smith, 
W. E. T. Walsh. The new Head
master is a member ex officio.

Mr W. E. T. Walsh reported that 
the rules revision sub-committee 
had met and had put forward 
proposals. Mr Ken Forbes had 
proposed a change of rules, 
which had been circularised a 
fortnight before the meeting, to 
admit girls to the Association.

Mr Carl Marsden proposed 
that no change be made be
cause of the strict letter of the 
rules which allowed for no 
amendments to circularised 
proposals to be put at the 
meeting. There then followed 
some heated discussion.

A suggestion by the chairman, 
Mr Tom Hindle, that the matter 
be referred back to the sub
committee, was agreed. It was 
also resolved that the committee 
consider the rule concerning

It w as su gge st
ed that if several 
girls joined, they 
m ight like to ar
range their own  
annual dinner.

notification for the alteration of 
rules — after Mr Forbes had 
queried this rule.

On January 10th at a meeting 
at School which the Headmaster, 
Mr Johnston attended, the ques
tion was raised again.

"Why should we change the 
rules just for a few girls ?" asked 
Dr. Tom Riley.

Mr Marsden again raised a 
technical objection but denied 
being a male chauvinist: “ I 
want to see equality wherever 
possible, if only to prevent their 
air of superiority I"

Mr Harry King tactfully sug
gested the girls form their own 
association. "There has been 
one application to join from 
a girl in the sixth form who is

leaving this year. I have taught 
many of the girls and have high 
regard for them but I still do not 
think the association is ready to 
admit girls. Inevitably, there will 
have to be an association comb
ining all former pupils. Old boys 
who have worked with these girls 
may later have a different opinion 
but old boys at the moment may 
not be ready for this step. The 
present time and structure of the 
association are not yet appropri
ate.

Mr King said about a dozen 
girls were leaving in September.

Peter A. Atherton (1966
74) who graduated as a pharma
cist from Manchester University 
is following a family tradition. 
Peter's father David Atherton 
(1943-51) gained a similar 
degree, B.Sc. (Pharmacy) from 
Manchester University in 1954, 
and his grandfather is a retired 
pharmacist.

Peter took up a position in 
Bolton prior to joining the 
firm of Atherton's Chemists Ltd.

David, pictured above with 
Peter, was elected captain of 
Rishton Golf Club for the 1977
78 season.

Cont. from  Front Page

The chairman, 
M r Tom Hindle 
said the main pur
pose of the A s 
sociation w as to 
help the School 
and if adm itting  
girls w as go ing to 
help the head

master, he should  
have the O B A  be
hind him.

Last year, a 
wom an w as pre
sent for only the 
second time in 
the A ssoc ia tion 's  
51 years —  see 
Page 7.



OLD BOY PRESENTS SPEECH
SPEECH Day was held on 
May 11th when Old Boy 
M r  Jam es Pom fret
(1933-40), principal of 
Stranmillis College, Belfast, 
presented the prizes.

Mr Pomfret, who ob
tained a B.Sc. from London, 
an M.A. at Cambridge, and 
a M.Ed. from Manchester, 
taught at QEGS, Bedlington 
and Salford before being 
appointed first headmaster 
of the co-educational 
Cannock Grammar School, 
Staffs, in 1955.

Mr Johnston told 
parents: "I believe the cane 
and Bible are still appro
priate symbols in our 
School crest and are not 
outdated as some people 
think."

He said he had already 
had cause to use the cane 
and intended to continue 
doing so.

He said he intended to 
make himself "distinctly un
popular" over school uni
form and asked for the

DAY PRIZES
parents' co-operation to en
sure high standards of 
dress among pupils.

"I put more store in 
students' individuality being 
dependent on personality 
and character rather than 
extremes of fashion or an 
unkempt attitude to cloth
ing which often reflects an 
unkempt attitude to 
studies."
He made an "unashamed 

attack" on parents who 
allowed their children to 
take part-time jobs. He 
strongly disapproved of 
pupils, particularly sixth- 
formers, working at nights 
or weekends.

Holiday jobs to pay for 
little extras was permissable 
though, he said. It was a 
regular job he disagreed 
with. "There are employers 
ready to exploit youngsters 
and parents must resist 
such exploitation."
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Captain is 
vice-principal 

at college
Captain Harold H irst

(1929-36) has been appointed 
Vice-Principal at the College of 
Air Training, near Southampton.

On leaving school Captain 
Hirst worked in the Borough 
Treasurer's Department at 
Blackburn Town Hall. At the 
outbreak of the Second World 
War, he joined the Royal Air 
Force and became a flying in
structor. In 1946, he joined 
British European Airways and 
after the merger with British 
Overseas Airways Corporation, 
he was promoted to Flight 
Operations Planning for British 
Airways. His wife Sheila (nee 
Harwood) is a former student of 
Blackburn High School for Girls.

Gold medal

Lecturer 
appointed 
consultant 
pathologist

award for 
Dr Mercer

Dr. John M . Torry (1956
64), at present a lecturer in 
forensic medicine at London 
Hospital Medical College, has 
been appointed consultant 
pathologist with the Wigan 
Group of Hospitals. He was 
recently elected a member of the 
Royal College of Pathologists.

Dates

Tom hurt in Bangkok crash
WE send our regards and 
best wishes to Tom  South- 
w orth (1948-54) who is 
recovering from a car crash 
near Bangkok, where he is 
British vice-consul in 
Thailand.

Tom, who has been 
featured often in Magister, 
was two months in hospital

with head injuries and 
broken bones, including 
collar bone and ribs.

He was closely involved 
with the case of Rita 
Nightingale, the Blackburn 
nurse who was jailed for 20 
years over a drugs offence. 
Miss Nightingale returned 
home in June

Dr. F. B. M ercer (1939-44), 
the inventor of Netlon and 
founder and president of Black
burn based Netlon Ltd has been 
awarded the Prince Phillip Awar- 
of the Plastics and Rubber In
stitute. This gold medal award 
was instituted in 1973 but has 
been presented only once pre
viously. Dr. Mercer, who received 
the degree of Doctor of Technol
ogy at Edinburgh Unversity 
last year, has received this 
award for the originality of his 
invention and for its remark
able development and applica
tion.

M . J. H ighton (1966-74), 
Graduated B.Sc. Hons. Chemis
try, Manchester University. Ap
pointed Development Chemist, 
Blackburn Chemicals Ltd.

Novem ber 21st: O B A  A n 
nual General M eeting at the 
Football Club, 8 p.m. 

December 16th: O B A  A n 
nual Dinner in B ig School.

*  *  *
S. H. Goudie (1967-74), 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Aeronautical Engineering, 
Bristol University. Appointed 
Graduate Engineer (Aerodyna- 
micist), Bristol Aerospace, 
Warton.
C. J. A. Hargreaves, M .A.
(1939-46), Appointed Chief 
Executive Officer for the County 
of Cleveland.

N. J. Harrison (1972-74), 
Graduated LL.B., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Law, Warwick University-
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C H A L K  ^  
I  M A R K S

Branches hold 
ladies nights

ERIC KAY IS NEW 
HEAD OF SCIENCE

M r Eric J. Kay (1937-43), above left, a member o f the Old 
Blackburn ians Committee, has taken over as  senior science  
m aster at Queen Elizabeth’s from  M r  Harry King.

M r  W. E llis M etcalfe  (1948-56) is now  head o f the chem is
try department at School.

A. G. Conquer (1962-69), 
Graduated B.Ed., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Drama and Education, 
Bulmershe College of Higher 
Education, Reading University. 
Appointed second in the Drama 
Department, Maiden Erlegh 
Comprehensive School,
Reading.

C. Robinson  (1967-74), Awar
ded Certificate of Education, 
College of the Venerable Bede, 
Durham. Appointed Metalwork 
teacher, Walsingham Compre
hensive School, Bishop Auck
land.

J. D. S. Lord (1967-74), Awar
ded Certificate of Education, 
North Riding College of Educa
tion, Scarborough. Appointed 
to a post at Church Street 
County Primary School, Bocking 
Essex.

Rev. J. Astley, M .A., Dip. 
Theol. (1958-64), Appointed 
Principal Lecturer and Head of 
Religious Studies, Bishop 
Grosseteste Church of England 
College of Education.

S. H. W itton  (1966-74), Awar
ded Certificate of Education, 
Edge Hill College, Ormskirk.

P. H. Yates (1966-73), Gradu
ated B.Ed., Class 2, Div. 2, Hons. 
Education (Geography) Lan
caster University and Charlotte 
Mason College of Education. 
Appointed assistant master to 
teach geography at the Here- 
ward School, March, Cambridge
shire.

Dr. K. J. Miller, B.Sc., 
F.R.G.S. (1943-47), Appointed 
Professor of Mechanical En
gineering, Sheffield University.

Ian Duckw orth  (1956-63), 
Appointed Headmaster, St. 
Stephen’s C.E. Junior School, 
Blackburn.

THE Cheshire and South 
Lancashire branch of the 
O B A  held its annual Ladies' 
Evening on Friday, M ay 
12th in the Cheshire Suite 
of the Bow don Hotel, Bow - 
don, Cheshire.

The event was organised by 
the secretary of the branch, Mr 
Harold Ramsbottom, who pro
posed the Loyal Toast.

Mr Eric West in welcoming the 
guests, made special reference 
to the new Headmster, Mr P. F. 
Johnston and Mrs Johnston, 
who were attending for the first 
time.

The Headmaster, in his reply, 
paid tribute to the late head
master Mr Douglas Coulson and 
gave news of the School and of 
the academic and other suc
cesses achieved during the past 
years. He also referred to the 
appeal launched by the Gover
nors for the provision of bursaries 
to help children of parents of 
limited means, who might other
wise be unable to take advantage 
of the School's education.

Mr Harry King in supporting 
the Headmaster in his expression 
of thanks said the branch could 
be assured that the Headmaster 
would maintain and endeavour 
to extend the fine traditions of 
excellence in all aspects of the 
life of our great School.

The full list of those attending 
is:

From Blackburn: Mr & Mrs 
P. F. Johnston, Mr 8- Mrs R. 
Hunter, Mr Et Mrs E. J .  Kay, Mr 
& Mrs F. Raby, Mr & Mrs K. 
Forbes and Mr & Mrs H. King.

From the Branch : Mr ft Mrs
F. Bamford, Mr b  Mrs B. Batey, 
Mr & Mrs I. C. Batey, Mr & Mrs 
W. Birtwell, Mr & Mrs R. O. 
Goldstein, Dr. T. S. Hindle, Mr Et 
Mrs W. Holden, Mr & Mrs R. L. 
Jones, Mr 6- Mrs H. S. Livers- 
edge, Mr Et Mrs H. S. Mayo, Dr. 
Et Mrs H. Morris Mr Et Mrs E. 
Taylor, Mr Et Mrs E. West and 
Mr Et Mrs H. Ramsbottom.

H.K.

Navy Career

Former head boy of the School, 
David W. Kem p (1966-77) 
has gained entry, by examination, 
to the Britannia Royal Naval 
College, Dartmouth. He com
menced his studies there last 
September.

THE Yorkshire Ladies 
Evening was held in Har
rogate in April.

ALTHOUGH the evening was 
tinged with sadness by the loss 
of Douglas Coulson since the 
event last year, nevertheless 
everybody enjoyed the evening. 
We were especially pleased to 
greet the new Headmaster and 
Mrs Johnston, and also to wel
come old friends from Blackburn, 
Ken and Madelein Forbes. Mr 
Johnston gave us news of the 
School, including the splendid 
idea of setting up a bursary fund 
to help finance deserving stu
dents to come to QEGS.

Those present were: The
Headmaster and Mrs Johnston, 
Desmond and Rosemary Carr, 
Ken and Barbara Chadwick, 
David and Joan Cunliffe, Ken 
and Madelein Forbes, Charles 
and Marjory Harvey, Ron and 
Kathleen Hunter, Harry and 
Margaret King, Bob and Noreen 
Mayo, David and Betty Riding, 
Colin and Margaret Riley, Peter 
and Dorrie Ronson, Guy and Tan 
Shuttleworth.

Alex and Elizabeth McCarroll 
joined us later in the evening.

G M S

Captain reviews 
air cadets

Captain Colin M cKeand  
Little, A.F.C., R.N. (1933-41) 
was the Reviewing Officer at the 
Annual Inspection Parade of the 
East Lancashire Wing of the Air 
Training Corps, held at Witton 
Park, Blackburn, last summer.

Captain Little had only just 
returned to this country from a 
Far East tour, where he was 
recently appointed naval attache 
to Japan and South Korea. He is 
a member of the Engineering 
Branch of the Royal Navy and 
was, for some years, a test pilot.

George is M .D.

The joint managing director of 
the progressive firm Northern 
Heat Treatment on the White- 
birk Industrial Estate, Blackburn, 
which is planning to extend for 
the third time is M r George  
Wade, who is a member of the 
OBA and was at School from 
1947-52. The company's main 
work is stress relief of large 
metal fabrications.
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Old Blacks 'seconds' win title
By STEVE TART

O LD  B L A C K S  Second X I carried the honours 
at Lammack th is season, w inning the Re
serve Premier League.

In the Blackburn and District Table Tennis League, 
Old Blacks' First team won the second division cham pion
ship by 20 points.

The Old Blacks Sevens again 
proved to be an excellent curtain 
raiser to the football season. 
However, after playing extremely 
well throughout the competition, 
the First XI were defeated in the 
final by Old Smithillians.

In contrast, the First XI per
formed poorly in the opening 
matches in the league, collecting 
only one point from the first five 
fixtures, but by mid-season, they 
had recovered well and were in a 
challenging position. Unfortun
ately they ran into a bad streak 
and slipped down the league, 
but they pulled themselves to
gether and a good run took them 
well clear of the relegation zone, 
ending the season safely in 
tenth position.

The second team faired much

Final League Positions 
P W D L F A Pts

1st X I 30 12 5 13 54 48 29
2nd X I 30 22 5 3 72 30 49
3rd XI 26 17 5 4 83 39 39
4th X I 26 9 3 14 52 56 21

better, getting off to a tremen' 
dous start and remaining un
beaten until December. With the 
enthusiastic leadership of Alan 
Pemberton keeping everybody 
on their toes, the side maintained 
its form to the end of the season 
and deservedly ended the season 
as champions of the Reserve 
Premier League.

The third team also enjoyed a 
good season running neck and 
neck with Broughton Amateurs 
at the head of Division 3A but in 
the end, Broughton proved to 
have that little extra consistency 
and the Old Blacks' challenge 
fell away.

Inconsistency proved to be the 
undoing of the Fourth team 
which never seemed able to put 
two good performances to-

To p s  in table 
tennis league

gether but the signs were there 
for next season and high hopes 
are held for the Fourth's chances 
next year — as indeed they are 
for all the teams.

Table tennis

THE football club's second year 
in the Blackburn and District 
Table Tennis League has proved 
to be even more successful than 
last year.

The highlight of the year has 
been the First team winning the 
second division championship 
by 20 clear points. Unfortunately, 
they could not retain the knock
out cup they won last year but 
the club did put up a good 
showing with the B team being 
beaten by the eventual winners 
in the semi-final.

The club enjoyed several in
dividual successes particularly 
at junior level with S. Derbyshire 
beating A. Anson in the final of 
the Under 16 Championships, 
both of these being Old Blacks 
players. They combined later in 
the year to win the Blackburn 
League Handicap Doubles. The 
best senior performance was by 
Geoff Malloch who was the 
beaten finalist in the Blackburn 
League Handicap Singles.

Clearly with such successful 
juniors, hopes are high for next 
season, when the first team will 
be enjoying top-class compe
tition weekly now that they 
have achieved promotion to the 
first division.

A thunderstorm  sent g o l
fers running for the safety of 
the bar in the Old B lacks  
com petition on the evening 
of June 1 st at the Blackburn  
Club.

About six had m anaged to 
com plete a fu ll round in the 
afternoon but thunder, 
lightn ing and heavy rain 
w ashed out any hopes o f 
fin ish ing.

The com petition w as  
sw itched to June 8th. 
Thirty-tw o entered.

Ian W arburton, from  
Blackburn, w on  the Judge  
W alm esley Cup for the best 
net score w ith 76-13-63.

The runner-up w as  Arnold  
Sharpies (1946-52), vice
captain at Blackburn, w ith  
78-14-64.

Peter Street, from  W ilp- 
shire, broke the hold o f 
Blackburn m em bers to take 
the S ir  G ilbert Gerrard Cup  
w ith a best g ro ss  76.

The Old B lacks 1977 A n 
nual G o lf Com petition w as  
held at the W ilpshire  Club  
and David Dunn (1941-50), 
captain o f the home club, 
w on the Judge  W alm ysley  
Trophy, the runner-up w as  
David Hollen (1946-51). The 
S ir G ilbert Gerrard Cup for 
the best g ro s s  score w ent to 
George Loom s (1939-44).

Long Search by ex-teacher
The recent 13-part TV docu

mentary "The Long Search" 
was made by Mr Ronald Eyre 
who was on the staff at QEGS

from 1952-54. It took him four 
years, swept him 150,000 miles 
around the world into 20 coun
tries and cost nearly £1 million.

INVEST IN STYLE

SUITS by
•  Boss

•  Skopes

•  Maenson

•  Magee

in pure wool, and 
Terylene blends

from £58

GRAYS
I Penny St. and 
Market Hall, 
Blackburn.
Tel. S327S



M A G I S T E R  Page 19

Chaplain meets former pupils after 20
years in Australia
O X F O R D  B R A N C H  D I N N E R

A  M O S T  welcome visitor 
at the annual dinner of the 
Oxford branch of the Old 
Blackburnians' Association 
was the Rev. Peter Mayhew  
w ho was a member of the 
teaching staff at Q EG S 
from 1932-34. After spend
ing over 20 years in A u s 
tralia, he returned to 
England in 1974 and pro
ceeded to do a B.Litt. at 
St. John 's  College, Oxford. 
He lives in Magdalen Road, 
Oxford and is Chaplain to 
an Anglican convent.

He was pleased to renew 
acquaintance with two of his 
former pupils who were also at 
the dinner— Mr J .  Lee (1928
33) and Mr R. G. Ryden (1932 
-37).

It was a doubly pleasant 
occasion for Mr Ryden who

travelled from Blackburn, be
cause his two sons were present 
Richard (New College, Oxford) 
and Derek (Peterhouse College, 
Cambridge).

The dinner was held on Friday, 
March 3rd in the Oscar Wilde 
room, Magdalen College, where 
about a dozen QEGS under
graduates are in residence.

The event was organised by 
Mr David Watson who presided 
Following an excellent meal, Mr 
Simon Lea proposed the loyal 
toast. The President then wel
comed the guests — particularly 
the new Headmaster — and 
proposed the toast to the School. 
Mr Johnston, in his reply said 
how pleased he was to be in

J. Lee, M .A., F .I.P .M . (1925
33), Elected President of the 
Aularian Association — the 
graduate Association of his 
former college, St. Edmund Hall, 
Oxford University.

vited (the dinner had been post
poned from November to enable 
him to attend) and gave some 
details of his background and 
mentioned the fact that he took 
his first degree at Cambridge 
before proceeding to St. Peter’s 
College, Oxford, and it was the 
latter "cap" he was wearing that 
evening. The President finally 
invited Mr King to say a few 
words in the course of which he 
brought greetings and good 
wishes from the Old Black
burnians’ Association. During 
the evening tributes were paid to 
the memory of the late head
master, Mr Douglas J .  Coulson

Those attending were: from 
the University — D. J . Clark.

Mr Lee, who is an industrial 
relations expert, graduated in 
honours Modern Languages 
from St. Edmund Hall in 1936 
and has held several important 
posts in industry, including em
ployee relations adviser with 
Shell International, overseas ad
viser for industrial and human 
relations to Imbucon Ltd, Presi
dent of the Institute of Personnel 
Management, Committee Mem
ber of the Overseas Employers 
Federation, Council Member of 
the Industrial Society and Direc
tor of the Working Together

A. C. Jackson, A. D. Goudie, T. 
Ahmed, G. T. Swift, J .  C. Tabor, 
R. B. Brookes, P. Duckworth. 
S. J .  H. Lea, H. H. Cooke, P. R. 
Parkinson, R. A. Ryden, G. R. 
Foster, I. C. Moore, C. J .  Garratt, 
R. D. Wilkinson, A. J .  Campbell,
D. M. Watson, E. Tomlinson,
E. J .  Hawkes, S. J. Davies.

Representing the Cambridge 
undergraduates — D. J .  Ryden

From Blackburn — Mr P. F, 
Johnson (Headmaster), Mr E. C. 
Marsden (Vice-chairman of 
Governors), Mr R. Hunter 
(School bursar), Mr E. J .  Kay 
(staff), Mr H. King and Mr R. G. 
Ryden.

Resident in the Oxford area — 
Mr H. L. Schollick and the Rev. 
P. Mayhew (former member of 
staff 1932-34) and from London
— Mr Jack Lee. (see below)

Campaign set up in 1972 under 
whose auspices he visited Black
burn in 1975 as chairman of a 
seminar for members of the 
Lancashire-based Cotton Train
ing Board.

He is keenly interested in 
football and gained his Soccer 
Blue at Oxford, playing in the 
Varsity matches of 1934, 1935 
and 1936. He played for the 
Corinthian Football Club for 
whom he was cup-tied in 
1935-6 and of which he is still a 
member.

He also played for three years 
as an amateur for Blackburn 
Rovers, including the famous 
cup-tie against Accrington 
Stanley in 1937.

He attends Rovers’ matches 
whenever he can, particularly 
when they are in the London 
area. He is a member of the 
Lawn Tennis Umpires' Associa
tion and for the past five years 
has officiated at the Wimbledon 
Championships.

His election to the presidency 
of the Graduate Association of 
St. Edmund Hall, Oxford is a 
great honour and reflects the 
high esteem in which he is held.

V IS IT  TO  

LAW  C O U R T S

DURING the summer, 35 
old boys and guests of the 
London branch visited the 
Middle Temple of the Law 
Courts.

The visit was organised 
by courtesy of Mr Peter 
Murphy, and a splendid 
evening was rounded off 
by attending the local pub 
for the remainder of the 
evening.

Since then we have held 
two informal pub evenings 
at "The Old Chesterfield", 
Mayfair. These were 
"come-if-you-can" even
ings, the only obligation 
being to keep up with the 
others when drinking I On 
the first of these evenings, 
Oct. 20, 15 members at
tended, did a great deal of 
drinking and talking, then 
staggered off into the rain 
at closing time.

We held the second pub 
evening on Jan. 19, and 
although there were one 
or two members less than 
in October, the evening 
was none-the-less most 
enjoyable and intoxicating

Needless to say, it is 
hoped to hold more similar 
pub evenings in the near 
future.

Michael Stirrup

Cheshire 'stag' party
F IF T E E N  m em bers and gu e sts  attended the Cheshire and 
South  M anchester branch annual " s t a g "  party an Friday, 
Novem ber 25th 1977, in the executive suite at the Bow don  
Hotel, Bow don, Cheshire.

A t the beginning o f the evening, the com pany stood in 
silence in memory o f M r  D ou g la s  C ou lson  w ho regularly 
attended these functions.

The Loyal toast w as  proposed by secretary o f the branch, 
M r  H. Ram sbottom , w ho  a lso  welcom ed the guests.

M r  E. J. Kay, senior science m aster at Schoo l replied on 
behalf o f the guests.

Those attending were: (from  Blackburn) M e s s r s  Ron  
Hunter, Eric Kay, Fred Raby and Harry K in g: (from  the 
branch) M e s s r s  Brian Batey, Ian Batey, Herbert M arsden, 
Harold M ayo, Dennis Martin, John M esck i, Harold R a m s
bottom , Eric Taylor, Eric W est, Dr. Stanley Hindle and Dr. 
Herman M orris.

Personne l expert 
elected president

M R  Jack Lee (1925-33) has been elected President of 
the Aularian Association —  the graduate association of 
his former college, St. Edmund Hall, Oxford.



Canada meal at Moose Factory!
S IX  A T  DINNER  

IN CALGARY

T H IS  must be one of our 
most active b ranches! The 
most recent "get-together" 
of its members was on 
November 5th last when 
they gathered for a meal at 
The M oose  Factory, Cal
gary.

The convener. Dr. Roger 
Maltby sent us the mouth
watering menu, together with 
the wine list on which each 
member present had recorded a 
brief message.

Dr. Maltby wrote: "We have 
enjoyed an excellent QEGS Old 
Boys dinner at the above named 
restaurant . . Mr Bob Darwent 
cryptically said : "Wish you were 
here — they have just brought 
the bill". Golfer Dr. Ian Oates of 
Edmonton, able to attend for the 
first time, and banker Mr John 
Morris both said how much they 
had enjoyed this meeting of OB's 
whilst Dr. Roger Pilkington re
ferred to his visit to School two 
years ago when we invited him 
to address the School Scientific

Society. Amongst Mr Roy Ash
croft's other remarks was an in
quiry about the "old huts". The 
original huts have now been re
placed, of course, by a more sub
stantial building, but they were 
certainly there when Roy visited 
us at School several years ago, 
and took some photographs 
around school.

Mr Ashcroft has been elected 
Councillor Ashcroft of Trochu — 
congratulations I

Unfortunately the oldest and 
one of the most regular members, 
Dr. Hugh Macklin was unable to 
attend. Dr .Macklin, we regret to 
say, died a few days later. He was 
in his 85th year and Dr. Maltby 
has written about him on Page 5.

The full list of those attending 
is Roger Maltby (1948-53),

Robert Darwent (1947-54), Ian 
Oates (1948-55), John Morris 
(1960-67), Roger G. Pilkington 
(1950-59). Roy A. Ashcroft 
(1945-52).

In his Christmas letter written 
in December Dr. Maltby referring 
to the weather wrote, "We are in 
the middle of a second cold 
spell in three weeks and the 
countryside looks very 
christmasy. The thermometer 
dipped to —30°C last night and 
the day temperature is not much 
higher although with a light 
covering of snow and a clear 
blue sky it looks very pleasant 
from indoors." He went on to 
refer to the annual "Blackburn" 
evening for all-comers, not just 
OB's which this year was held 
at Bob and Meena Darwent's

THE REFRIGERATION CENTRE
(Blackburn) Ltd.

SCHOOL BUILDINGS 

CHERRY TREE, BLACKBURN

Telephone And at
Blackburn 21637 Accrington 33404

Distributors for Osborne, 

Craig-Nicol and Lee

Two old 
boys are 

made JP 's

M R O LDHAM

Among the new magistrates 
appointed to the Blackburn 
bench in October 1977 was M r  
Derek Oldham, company 
secretary of the Cherry Tree 
wholesale hardware firm of J. 
Oldham and Son. Mr Oldham 
was at QEGS from 1942-46.

Also appointed was M r  
M ichael Ow en Hardacre
(1957-65) who is head of the 
Upper School at Northlands 
High School, Preston, and former 
president of the Blackburn 
branch of the National Union of 
Teachers.

home. Old Boy Dr. Alan Lomax 
(1949-56) flew down 600 miles 
from Fort St. John to attend.

*  *  *

M r Raym ond Etherington  
(1939-43) has accepted the 
challenge of his life and has gone 
off to live and work in Saudi 
Arabia. He is part of the team of 
experts Norweb has recruited to 
work on the £5 million electricity 
supply project which it has won 
in Saudi Arabia.

Mr Etherington, who was in 
the drawing office at the Jubilee 
Street, Blackburn, offices of 
Norweb, is likely to be away two 
years, but he will be able to make 
frequent visits home.

*  *  *
Kevin W ig g in s  (1960-69) 

has earned himself the title 
"super-salesman". He was a 
member of the team from com
mercial vehicle manufacturers, 
Hestair Dennis Ltd, of Guildford, 
Surrey, which won a £10 million 
export order for municipal 
vehicles from Libya. He read 
Spanish at Sheffield University, 
then went to Stoke-on-Trent 
Polytechnic. He speaks French, 
Portuguese, Spanish and Italian. 

*  *  *
Lance J. Pennell (1964-71) 

an Honours B.Sc. graduate from 
Newcastle University, who was 
commissioned in the R.A.F. as a 
pilot three years ago is now 
from an RAF station in Germany. 
He has also successfully com
pleted a course at the RAF 
Winter Survival School in the 
foothills of the Bavarian Alps, 
near Oberammergau.

♦ *  *

R. Isherw ood  (1940-45), 
Appointed Manager of the City 
Office of Australia and New 
Zealand Banking Group Limited, 
Cornhill, London.

*  *  *
D. Fielding, M .A. (1962-69), 
Awarded Ph.D. in Agriculture, 
Reading University. Appointed 
lecturer at Dar-es-Salaam 
University, Tanzania.

♦ *  *

E. G. Godw in, B.A. (1965-72), 
Appointed an Inspector of Police 
in Hong Kong.
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Recollections 
of School 
—  60 years on
cont. from  Page 9

"to break a man's back with one 
blow" as he wielded a massive 
pair of board compasses, com
pletely failed to keep his class of 
9-10 year olds in order.

He taught us in a small class
room partitioned from the large 
classroom in which P. C. Nor- 
tham reigned supreme — I was 
to make his acquaintance in 
IMA in September 1919. In a way, 
as Charles Lamb wrote when 
recalling his schooldays, under 
Le Manquais we behaved like 
young helots compared with 
P. C.'s Spartans.

The big event of my first Christ
mas Term, apart from the 
Armistice, was Speech Day. As 
I recall we had interminable 
singing practices, under the im
pressive Dr Brearley, learning to 
sing the school song "Quam 
Elissa . . ." composed not many 
years before by G. A. Stocks; 
some seniors were rehearsing 
extracts from "The Lancashire 
Witches" and yet I don't remem
ber the performance I Speech 
Day was in the Town Hall, per
haps it was in the Council 
Chamber — certainly the school 
was small enough to fit in.

I remember the Mayor, Law
rence Cotton, I think, proudly 
declaring his connection with 
the school, and also gazing en
viously at what to my childish 
eyes appeared to be magnificent 
leatherbound books. When my 
time came to win prizes they no 
longer boasted such luxurious 
bindings.

One minor recollection of that 
first term, a young man who had 
been head boy the previous year 
came back from his brief 
soldiering experience to teach 
mathematics. His name was 
Stanley Cave and he gave us a 
few lessons; I next met him in 
April 1948 when I found him on 
the staff of Brighton Grammar 
School when I became head
master in that year.

It is high time for these senile 
ramblings to cease. The school 
was to be enlarged and trans
formed in the next year with the 
arrival of Arthur Holden, "The 
Boss". Perhaps it is right to try 
to recapture glimpses of the 
school as it was so that the 
revolution which Arthur Holden 
helped to bring about may be 
more fully appreciated.

Off to 0. B. dinner 
in the Rockies...

M r Eric I. W hittle ,
Careers M aster and 
M aster in charge of 
General Studies at 
School visited his 
brother in Calgary 
during the Easter 
holiday and looked 
up some of our Can
adian members. He 
has kindly w ritten  
the fo llow ing fo r  
Magister.

P E R H A P S  most O B 's  dinners include follow-up invitations to other events, a natural 
corollary to the meeting of old friends w ho haven't seen new developments, but I doubt 
if any has ever before included an invitation to go  to a cattle ranch. That, however, is 
exactly the offer which occurred during the dinner at the Lake Bonavista Inn, Calgary, 
Alberta on Saturday, March 25th, 1978.

The dinner had been arranged by Dr. Roger J .  
Maltby (1948-53) after he had heard that my family 
and I were to holiday in Western Canada over 
Easter. At first the arrangements were tentative and 
by long-distant air mail; once we were in Canada the 
dinner its list of guests were confirmed by telephone. 
This apparent leaving until the last minute was 
necessary because of the great road-distances some 
had to travel and the difficulty of such travel had the 
Canadian winter snows not loosened their very 
fierce grip. In fact the day couldn't have been finer, 
even though the temperature was well in the 
minuses.

Prior to the dinner in the clear cold sunshine of the 
afternoon, my whole family was invited to Roger 
Maltby’s home for tea. The journey there took us out 
on to the prairie along a country dirt-road North 
West of Calgary itself. Once we had been welcomed 
and had taken off our shoes . . .  a civilised Canadian 
habit to save the wear (and colour) of carpets .. . we 
were shown into a lounge the window of which 
created another picture, but in its case not of home- 
reminding streets in Blackburn or Darwen; not even 
of fond views of the English Lake District; but of the 
real, vast and breath-catching splendour of the 
Rockies. What a view I — What a splendid setting 
in which to take afternoon tea . . . such a foreign 
habit to Canadians; and what a considerable way, 
especially when one is a stranger 6,000 miles from 
home, to preamble an OB's dinner.

G L O R IO U S  V IE W
Perhaps it was because of the afternoon's events 

that we weren't the first to arrive at the Lake 
Bonavista, for already there were Charles R. Darwent 
(1947-54), now in private practice as a barrister and 
notary public in downtown Calgary, and John 
Morris (1960-67) who is the Assistant Administra
tion Manager with the Royal Bank of Canada in 
their sky-scraper block also in Calgary. During the 
introductory drinks we were joined by Roy A. Ash
croft (1945-52) who had stolen time off from his

veterinary practice in Trochu some hours distant and
— chiefly because I am an Old Boy of Preston 
Grammar School (a really ancient foundation, but 
now, alas, no more) — Roy had brought with him 
Harold Jepson ex-P.G.S. but now a Superintendent 
of Schools in Didsbury, Southern Alberta.

The two or three highlights of the evening were 
the glorious view over the flood-lit but solidly 
frozen lake; the pleasant competitive banter con
cerning two schools, one of which no longer 
existed, in far away England; and the way that, as 
the clock ticked on, these new Canadians allowed 
their voices to slip into the flat tones of North East 
Lancashire. Perhaps this was a luxury only afford
able after the dishes had been ordered just to avert 
the difficulties which would most certainly have 
arisen, if the waiter had not received his orders in 
the usual drawl.

B E L L O W IN G
It was at drinks after the meal in one of those 

over-darkened rooms so beloved across the Atlantic 
(its rumoured that this over-use of the dimmer 
switch is so that customers cannot see just how 
little Rye Whisky is lurking amongst the boulders of 
ice in the glass) that Roger gave me the invitation 
to take my children to his cousin's ranch on the 
following Tuesday. The main object of this proposed 
visit to the rolling land south of Fish Creek was to see 
newly-born Hereford calves. With this mention of 
cattle, Roy Ashcroft pricked up his ears, obviously 
aware that, despite the lateness of the hour, he 
should be back in Trochu plying his trade among 
the bovine livestock of his customer ranchers.

So it was that with the bellowing of ghostly cattle 
in our ears and with the sun well and truly set in the 
west, that the Calgary reunion dinner of 1978 came 
to an end. I've no doubt, however, that were any 
OB to decide to go Calgary-way in the rest of 1978 
that a second reunion could speedily be arranged, 
especially since it just couldn't occur in the calving 
season.
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Old Boys’ Successes
NEWS IN BRIEF
A. Allsopp, B.A. (1964-70), 
Graduated M.B., B.S., University 
Hospital Medical School, Lon
don University.

A. J. Bates (1962-72), Gradu
ated M.B., Ch.B., Dundee Uni
versity. Awarded Sir James 
MacKenzie Prize for Medicine.

M r  Ivor Bolton, F.R.C.O.
(1969-76), who is an organ 
scholar at Clare College, Cam
bridge, has been awarded the 
John Stewart of Rannoch 
Scholarship in sacred music.

R. J. Birch (1968-74). Gradu
ated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, Hons. 
Microbiology and Genetics, 
University College, London 
University.

B. Birtw istle, LL.B. (1950
57), Appointed Chief Legal and 
Liaison Officer, Central Lanca
shire Development Corporation.

J. R. Bradburne (1967-74), 
Graduated LL.B., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Law, University College, 
London University.

P. E. Cardwell (1967-74)' 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Hons- 
Mathematics, Magdalen College. 
Oxford University. Appointed 
Trainee Systems Analyst, Lucas 
Aerospace Ltd, Birmingham.

R. J. Carter (1967-74), Gradu
ated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, Hons. 
Accountancy and Commerce 
(Social Sciences), Southampton 
University. Appointed trainee 
with a Southampton firm of 
Accountants.
H. H. Cook  (1967-74), Gradu
ated B.A., First Class Hons. 
Engineering Science, Balliol 
College, Oxford University. 
Awarded the college Jenkins 
Prize for Engineering Science 
and the University Edgell 
Sheppee Prize for laboratory 
work.

G. Corner (1963-70), Gradu
ated B.A., Class 2, Div. 1, Hons. 
Law, Kent University.

D. G. C outts (1962-72)' 
Graduated B.D.S., Hons. Dentis
try, Newcastle University.

Andrew  E. C ow g ill (1969
76) is training for a year as an 
evangelist, having successfully 
completed a year's basic theo
logical training at Cliff College, 
Sheffield. He was elected college 
chairman for the first half of the 
college year.
F. Craw ford-G rundy, B.Sc.
(1957-64), Graduated Master 
of Business Administration, 
School of Management Studies, 
Cranfield Institute of Tech
nology.
D. M . Com berbach (1967
74), Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, 
Div. 1, Hons. Biochemistry, Man
chester University.

H. Chippendale, B.Sc. (1940
45), Appointed Manager, West 
Lancashire Area Norweb.

J. Dew hurst, M .A., B.Sc.
(1960-66) has obtained the 
degree of Master of Health 
Planning at the University of 
New South Wales and has been 
appointed a J.P . at Newcastle.

P. S. Crozier (1972-76), 
Awarded an organ performance 
diploma. Royal College of 
Organists.

C. S. D ew hurst (1967-74), 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Economics and Social 
Studies, Manchester University. 
Appointed trainee. Binder Ham- 
lyn. Chartered Accountants, 
Manchester.

C. Eccles (1965-74), Gradu
ated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, Hons. 
Pharmacy, Manchester Univer
sity. Appointed trainee with 
Boots the chemists.

R. J. Em m ett (1967-74)- 
Graduated B.Sc., Hons Mathe
matics, Leeds University.

S. R. Evans (1967-73), Gradu
ated B.A., Class 2, Hons. English, 
New College, Oxford University.

Rev. W. Fielding, M .A . (1946
54), Appointed Rural Dean of 
Darwen.

D. I. G isbourne (1963-73),
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Chemistry, Grey College, 
Durham University. Appointed 
Production Management
Trainee. United Biscuits, Halifax.

M . A. Gorton (1967-73), 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons English Language and 
Literature, Hartfield College, 
Durham University.

Stephen P. G osden  (1965
71) is studying for two years for 
his Master of Business Adminis- 
tation degree at the Harvardr 
Graduate School of Business 
Administration, Boston, USA, 
on a Teagle Fellowship.

Now I've seen everything, said Harry King. ..
"NOW I've seen everything I" 
was Harry King's reaction. Every
one else applauded or just stared 
n amazement. The cause of the 

sudden lull in the conversation 
was the entry, in full regalia, of a 
Scottish Highland piper who was 
leading four waiters bringing in 
the main course of the Dinner of 
the London Branch of the Old 
Blackburnians' Association. The 
setting was the Domino Room of 
the famous Cafe Royal in Lon
don's West End on Friday, April 
21st, 1978, when 28 members 
and guests met for the AGM and 
Dinner of the branch. Before 
sitting down for the meal the 
company stood in silence in 
memory of Douglas Coulson, 
former Headmaster. It was, as 
usual, a friendly, lively, and 
liquid evening which was en

joyed by everybody present. 
Unfortunately, the Headmaster 
was unable to attend and so the 
School and Governors were re
presented by two regulars at the 
London Branch Dinners, Harry 
King and Harold Burrows. It was 
the first time that the Cafe Royal 
had been used as the venue and 
the surroundings and service 
were both excellent. Following 
the Dinner, the Annual General 
Meeting of the branch was held
— it was, as usual, as brief as 
possible, rather informal and 
very lively. The main changes 
taking place were the appoint
ments of a new Chairman and a 
new Secretary. Paul Price, the 
retiring Chairman, and Michael 
Stirrup, the retiring Secretary, 
have both worked hard on be
half of the branch for the last few

years and the members expressed 
their thanks to them at the An
nual General Meeting. The new 
Chairman is Scott Allen and the 
new Secretary is Eric Race. Fol
lowing the Dinner and AGM 
there was the usual chatting and 
drinking until the bar closed, at 
which time everybody bade fare
well until the next time.

The branch will be holding 
three "pub" evenings during the 
next year. They will be at "The 
Old Chesterfield" in Shepherds 
Market, London W1, on Tuesday 
1st June, Wednesday 18th Octo
ber, and Thursday 30th January 
(from 6.30 p.m. each evening), 
and any member who can attend 
will be most welcome. It is 
planned to hold a Buffett 
Evening on Friday 24th Novem

ber, at a venue to be decided. 
Also, the next Annual General 
Meeting and Dinner will be held 
on Friday 30th March, 1979 
(venue to be decided). Details of 
all these evenings will be sent to 
members on the mailing list for 
the branch. Anybody wishing to 
be included on the mailing list 
for the London Branch, or re
quiring further information, can 
contact the Secretary, Eric Race, 
9 Willowmead Square, Marlow, 
Bucks. (Tel. 06284-2757).

0  The Old Blackburnians' As
sociation takes this opportunity 
of expressing to Paul Price and 
Michael Stirrup its sincere ap
preciation of the splendid work 
they have done on behalf of the 
London Branch.
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OLD BOYS’ SUCCESSES cont.

Robert How ard (1949-50), 
Appointed secretary of the 
Lancashire Association of 
Trades Councils.
M . J. Hutton (1962-72)' 
Graduated B.D.S., Hons. Dentis
try, Manchester University.

M r  P. E. M . Jarrett, M.A., 
F.R.C.S. (1951-60). Appointed 
Consultant Surgeon, Kingston 
Hospital, Surrey.
P. Lingard (1967-74), Gradu
ated B.Sc.(Econ.), Class 2, Div.2, 
Hons. Economics, Hull Univer
sity. Appointed trainee, Anderson 
& Co., Chartered Accountants, 
Leeds.

Det.-Constab le  R. G. M a r s 
den (1962-67), Graduated B.A., 
Class 2, Div. 1, Hons. Politics, 
Lancaster University.
D. T. M ilne s (1958-67). 
Graduated Hons. B.Ed., Class 2, 
Manchester University. Appoin
ted Deputy Headteacher, St. 
Peter's C.E. School, Burnley.
A. C. N ew sham  (1963-73), 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Hons. 
Philosophy, Politics and Econo
mics, Magdalen College, Oxford 
University. Appointed Trainee 
Accountant, Price, Waterhouse 
8- Co., London.

Thanks to all
Magister wishes to thank the 

Editor of the Lancashire Evening 
Telegraph for his kind permission 
to use Telegraph pictures in this 
issue.

Many people have given will
ing and generous help with this 
issue and Magister is grateful to 
them all.

H. L. N icholson  (1929-35), 
Awarded the M.B.E., in the New 
Year's Honours List.

R. A. Norm an (1966-75), 
Awarded a Mathematics Prize 
in the second year Hons. Com
bined Mathematics Course, 
Liverpool University.

P. C. Olsen, B.A. LL.B
(1954-60) who now lives in 
South Wales has become ar
ticled with the firm of Myer 
Cohen, Mallia and Wigley of 
Barry in South Glamorgan.

P. M . Pratt (1967-74), Gradu
ated B.Sc., Class 2 ,Div. 1, Hons. 
Opththalmic Optics, Bradford 
University. Appointed graduate 
trainee, Enderby 8- Son, Op- 
thalmic Opticians, Boston, 
Lincs.
G. F. Procter (1967-74),
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Hons. 
Electrical and Electronic En
gineering, Leeds University.

D. Pugh (1964-71), Graduated 
B.A., Class 2, Hons. Humanities 
(French and English), Hudders
field Polytechnic.
P. F. Ram age (1967-73),
Graduated B.A., First Class Hons. 
English Literature, Corpus Christi 
College, Oxford University.

A. R. Ratcliffe  (1965-73),
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 2. 
Hons. English, Downing College, 
Cambridge University.

G. H. R id ing (1967-74), 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Chemistry, Bristol Uni
versity.

N. J. Riley (1964-74), Gradu
ated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, Joint 
Hons. Geology and Zoology, 
Bristol University.

R. P. Riley (1965-74), Gradu
ated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, Hons. 
Zoology, Liverpool University.

V. Robinson  (1968-73) 
Graduated B.A., First Class Hons. 
Geography, St. Catherine's Col
lege, Oxford University.

Policeman M ichael S ch o 
field (1960-65) has been pro
moted to sergeant with the 
Lancashire Police Force. Ser
geant Schofield is a traffic 
officer and will continue to be on 
mobile patrol in the Blackburn 
area.

S. Shorthouse (1968-73), 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Legal Studies, Trent Poly
technic.

G. M . Shuttlew orth, M .A.
(1937-45), Elected to a School
master-fellow Commership for 
the Lent Term, 1978, Magdalene 
College, Cambridge University.

P. L. Tarbuck (1966-73), 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Hons. 
Biochemistry, Liverpool Univer
sity.
N. J. T im son  (1962-72), 
Graduated B.V.Sc., Hons. Veteri
nary Science, Liverpool Univer
sity.
P. J. Turner (1967-74), Gradu
ated LL.B., Class 2, Div. 1, Hons. 
Law, Leicester University. Ar
ticled with Norwich City Council.

M . J. Walker, B.A. (1963
70), has been appointed to the 
School's biology staff, from 
Manchester Grammar School.

R. W hitaker (1965-72), Awar
ded M.Sc. Economics at the 
London School of Economics. 
Appointed management trainee 
with U.A.C. International, a 
subsidiary of Unilever.

Don't 
forget. . .
Let us 
know  of 
your
appointm ents,
retirements,
w eddings,
degrees,
moves.

Don't 
rely on 
others
Tell us now  —  w rite  
to School 
and send us  
an up-to-date  
photograph —  
w e’ll return it.

r A

\  I T ' n ^

Chief Inspector N. B. W ood-
end (1943-47), Promoted 
Superintendent of Police, Black
burn sub-division.

R. W. W halley (1967 -74) 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Geography, Southampton 
University.

P. N. H. W alm sley (1966-73), 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Natural Sciences, Down
ing College, Cambridge Univer
sity.

Dr. A. J. W hitaker, M .R.C.S.. 
L.R.C.P. (1961-68), Awarded 
the Fellowship of the Faculty of 
Anaesthetists, Royal College of 
Surgeons. Appointed Senior 
Registrar in Anaesthetics, South 
Trent Training Rotation.

B. G. W hiteley (1968-74), 
Graduated B.Sc., Hons. Agricul
tural and Environmental Science, 
Newcastle University.

G. R. W hittaker (1967-73), 
Graduated B.A., Hons. Opera
tions Research, Christ's College, 
Cambridge University.

G. J. W ilk in son  (1967-74), 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Civil Engineering, Leeds 
University.

The Lord H. W oolley, C.B.E.
(1915-17), Accorded the title of 
County President by the National 
Farmers' Union for outstanding 
service to agriculture nationally 
and internationally.

H. Yates (1934-38), Ordained 
priest in Liverpool Cathedral and 
appointed Honorary Assistant 
Curate at Newchurch Parish 
Church, Culcheth, Warrington.
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M a g a z in e  of th e  O ld  Blackburnians' A s s o cia t io n

READY FOR GOWHEEL AND BLACK PUDS!
O U R  headm aster is a Northerner, born at Burn- 
age, South  M anchester and has fam ily links w ith  
North East Lancs, through a third cousin  w ho  
w as a vicar in O sw a ld tw istle  and came to the area 
during the war.

M r  Jo h n so n 's  wife, Cynthia, w ho  studied

New head 
87 names

m ethem atics at New  Hall, Cam bridge, com es 
from  Sussex. They were active in the Christian  
Union, where they met. M r  Johnson  hopes to 
introduce h is w ife  to cowheel, black puds and 
m ushy peas when the fam ily m oves to Blackburn  
th is sum m er!

M R  PH IL IP  Frederick Johnston, M.A. (Cantab.), B.A., 
B.Litt.(Oxon.) took up his post as Headmaster of Queen 
Elizabeth's in succession to the late Douglas Coulson, on 
January 1st this year. There were 87 applicants for the 
post and he was selected from a short list of ten candi
dates.

He was Headmaster of Boston 
Grammar School, Lincolnshire, 
a boys’ grammar school dating 
back to the fourteenth century, 
with nearly 600 pupils. He atten
ded Manchester Grammar 
School where he was a Founda
tion Scholar and from which he 
was awarded a quasi-Exhibition 
to Christ's College, Cambridge.
There he graduated in the 
Honours History Tripos and then 
proceeded to St. Peter's College,
Oxford, where he obtained a

M ore about M r  
Johnston on Page 12 
School N ew s—Page 
10, Obituaries—
Pages 2, 3, 4, 5, &  6 
Eric W h ittle  in Can
ada—Page 2 1 .

Bachelor of Letters degree by 
research for the Faculty of 
Theology, and also his Post
Graduate Certificate of Educa
tion.

He has taught at Wolverhamp
ton Grammar School where he 
was a sixth-form master and

prior to his appointment as 
Headmaster at Boston in 1970, 
he was head of the history 
department at Barnard Castle 
School, County Durham.

He was a half-blue in lacrosse 
at Oxford and is interested in 
country life and hill-walking. He 
is a Rotarian, a member of the 
Council of the Historical As
sociation and an active church
man; he is a Diocesan Reader, a 
member of the House of Laity 
of the General Synod of the 
Church of England and was a 
member of his Bishop's Council.

He is married with a son, 
Andrew, and daughter, Virginia 
and his wife, a Cambridge gradu
ate, is a sixth-form mathematics 
teacher.

He was a keen supporter of 
the Old Bostonians' Association 
and showed an active interest in 
the Old Blackburnians' Associa
tion when he attended a com
mittee meeting of the OBA on 
the evening of his first day at 
QEGS. The Association wel
comes him to QEGS and pledges 
its loyal support.

chosen from



THE splendid portra it 
of the late Head
m aster, M r Douglas 
J . Coulson, was un
veiled in Big School 
by M rs Coulson, ac
companied by her son 
John and other rela
tives, on October 26,
1978.

The portra it was  
painted by an old boy 
of the School, M r  
Garth W . Edwards 
(1935-40) w ho very 
graciously waived  
his fee.

As a result o f M r

IN S ID E  . .

Weddings . . ____21
Successes . . ____22
Obituaries . . . . 2 Er 3
Branches . . ___ 19 •
School........ 12

Edwards' generosity  
the w hole o f the  
Coulson M em orial 
Fund, am ounting to  
nearly £800, w ill go to  
the School's Bursary 
Fund to provide a 
scholarship in the  
name of M r Coulson. 
(See page 17).

BBC at QEGS  —  Page 7

MAGISTER
S U M M E R  1979 No. 23 Price 70p

Portrait of 
unveiled

Mr Coulson

Mrs Coulson with the then chairman of the Governors, Mr 
W. Hare, left, and the Provost of Blackburn, the Very Rev. 
Lawrence Jackson, who introduced Mrs Coulson to boys, 
staff and guests, and gave a short address.
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Obituary
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BLACKBURN

FORMER COUNCIL 
CHAIRMAN, JOHN 
SMITH, M.B.E., J.P.
W E regret to record the death of another very old boy. 
M r John Smith, a popular and respected citizen of 
Longridge, died last December, a month after his 80th 
birthday. He was at school from 1910-16 and was Head 
Boy of his year.

His death brought to an end 
a life of dedicated service to the 
area in which he lived and to his 
native county.

He was first elected to the 
Longridge Urban District Coun
cil in 1940 and was the Coun
cil's chairman over a number of 
separate periods. He was a 
Justice of the Peace and received 
the M.B.E. in the Honours List 
of January 1968, for public 
services.

He was also one of Her 
Majesty's Commissioners of 
Income Tax. He held many 
public offices as well as serving 
on several committees.

In business he was a cotton 
manufacturer in the forefront 
of his trade, being a director of 
the firm of Messrs J .  W. Smith 
8- Sons Ltd. of Longridge.

He had great regard for the 
school and helped in the appeals 
to raise funds for the new 
buildings.

He was an ardent golfer and a 
former captain of the Royal 
Lytham St. Annes Golf Club and 
had a national reputation as a 
bridge player.

IN addition to those already 
mentioned, the following names 
of old boys who have died since 
the last issue of Magistar, have 
come to our notice:

Richard A. Monk (1919-23); 
John Holden (1922-27); John 
Bolton (1924-30); Lawrence 
Taylor (1941-47); James 
Sharpies (1915-18); Rev. Philip 
K. Challen (1912-15); Joseph 
King (1938-45); Gerald T. 
Holden (1920-28); Robert H. 
Sagar (1922-25); Leonard 
Ryden (1904-09); John Hoyle 
(1923-25); Mark H. Swinn 
(1969-78); George R. Slater 
(1931-37); Albert Lomax 
(1921-26); Fred Haworth 
Perkies (1915-20) of Hesketh 
Crescent, Swindon, who died 
April 13, aged 74. James Hunt 
(1935-40) of Parsonage Road, 
Blackburn (May 18).

Dr. Ben 
Holden

O.B.E., E.R.D., T .D .,
B.A., M .B ., B.Chir.,
F.R.C.S.E.D., F.R.G.G.P.

DR. Benjamin (Ben) 
Holden, w ho w as in general 
practice at Macclesfield 
died on 22nd June after a 
heart attack the previous 
day during his customary 
attendance at Royal 
Ascot. He was 70.

Ben Holden was at school 
from 1920-26 before going to 
Queens' College, Cambridge. 
He studied medicine at Cam
bridge and Guy's Hospital and 
after graduating M B.B.Chir. and 
taking the F.R.C.S.Ed. in 1935 
he became a general practitioner 
at Macclesfield and built up a 
large practice.

Until 1973, he was also asis- 
tant surgeon at Macclesfield 
General Infirmary. During the 
war he was a surgical specialist 
with the rank of major and was 
mentioned in despatches.

He was active in medical 
politics and administration and 
nationally very highly apprecia
ted. His obituary in the British 
Medical Journal records that ha 
was "urbane, kindly and always 
courteous, he was indefatigably 
skilful in committee and nego
tiation, always appearing at ease 
and enjoying every moment, 
constantly working for the good 
of the profession and the 
interests of his colleagues and 
for the welfare of patients and 
public.

He will always be a model for 
those who met him, worked with 
him or were served by him."

He is survived by his wife Lucy 
who also came from Blackburn 
(nee Hargreaves), and their 
daughter.
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REX MAUDSLEY

REV. M A U D S L E Y

THE Rev. Rex Maudsley, L.Th., Vicar of 
Holy Trinity Church, Hoghton, died on 
24th March aged 62.

Mr Maudsley who was at school from 
1928-32 was trained at Durham University and 
Oak Hill Theological College and on ordination 
in 1940 became curate of St. Jude's Church' 
Blackburn, where he remained for two years. 
During the next ten years, he served in various 
parts of the country and then joined the staff at 
Lancaster Priory and was in charge of St. 
Anne's Church, Lancaster.

Later he was Vicar of St. John's Coppull for 
nine years, then Vicar of St. Jame’s, Darwen, 
before moving to become incumbent of Wray 
with Tattum Fells, near Lancaster where he 
remained until his appointment to Hoghton 
last\ear.

H A R R Y  C O O K
IT W A S  in July 1978 that news reached us of the death 
of M r Harry Cook, on 1st November, 1977.

Lt.-Col. 
John 

Whitaker
W E regret to record the 
death of Lt.-Col. John 
Whitaker, one of our oldest 
old boys w ho w as at 
school from 1905 to 1910.

He was knocked down cros- 
ing the road near his home in 
Mottingham, London, on Sep
tember 3, 1978. He was taken 
to Queen Mary's Hospital but 
died on the way.

John Whitaker was a familiar 
figure at Old Boys' dinners both 
in Blackburn and London. He 
was a regular attender at the 
Annual Dinner of the Associa
tion, travelling from London, 
often in difficult weather con
ditions.

For several years he was al
ways the last to remain standing 
at the Annual Dinner during the 
short ceremony when old boys 
take wine with the President, 
signifying that he was the oldest 
old boy present. He was presi
dent of his First World War Cld 
Regiments Association and 
each year, until 1977, he or
ganised a parade and re-union 
in Preston.

FRANK 
SH 0RR0CK

MR Frank Shorrock (1931-34) 
died suddenly on December 18,
1978, aged 58. He was taken ill 
at the Department of Health and 
Social Security where he was 
assistant manager. He was 
secretary of Blackburn Golf Club 
and well-known in golfing 
circles throughout East Lanca
shire.

He was at QEGS from 1923
28 and on leaving school was 
articled as a solicitor with Mr 
Harold Marsden of Richmond 
Terrace, Blackburn.

He passed his finals in March 
before his 21st birthday in April 
and was spoken of in the press 
as the youngest solicitor.

In 1935, he went into local 
government in Reigate, moving 
to Crewe in 1936 as Deputy 
Town Clerk. From Crewe he 
went in 1943 to Abergavenny as 
the youngest town clerk in the 
country.

In 1946 he moved to Ponty- 
pool as town clerk where he 
stayed until he retired in 1971.

He then returned to private 
practice for a few years until he 
reached 65. He lived in Croesy- 
ceiliog, Gwent.

JACK HAYM ES

MR Jack Duncan Haymes, 
the agent of Lord Alvingham's 
Woodfold Estate and who lived 
at Alum Scar, died suddenly on 
7th May, 1978. Mr Haymes, who 
was at school from 1934-42 
succeeded his father as agent of 
the estate, having previously 
worked with the district valuer’s 
office in Blackburn and with 
Lancashire County Council 
highways and bridges depart
ment.

W. KENNETH 
ELLISON

M R  W. Kenneth Ellison died 
just as we went to press 
last year, after being taken 
ill at work He was 50.

A native of Preston, he was at 
QEGS from 1939-46, and gradu
ated B.Sc., Honours Chemistry, 
at King’s College, Newcastle 
(University of Durham).

He joined the Staffordshire 
County Analyst's staff and in 
1955 became senior scientific 
officer with the former Trent 
River Board.

In 1962 he was appointed 
chemist with the former Lanca
shire River Authority.

Following re-organisation of 
the water industry in 1976 Mr 
Ellison joined the former Lower 
Ribble and Wyre effluent treat
ment unit as scientific manager.

He was appointed Divisional 
Scientist for Western Division 
when divisions were formed, 
the position he held at the time 
of his death.

Arthurf Monty' 
Montagnon

M R  Arthur Montagnon 
(better known as "M o n ty ")  
w ho taught Mathematics 
at Q EG S  from 1919-24  
died on 25th July, 1978, 
aged 85. He was for many 
years Head of the Mathe
matics Department at 
Leeds Grammar School.

His obituary in The Times 
records that "although 
latterly very infirm, he re
tained a keen mind, philo
sophical attitude and 
sense of humour."

We were delighted to 
see him a few years ago 
at one of our London 
Branch Annual Dinners.

Eric B. Field
MR Eric B. Field who was at 
QEGS from 1915-19, died on 
31st August, 1978, aged 71. He 
was deputy gas engineer and 
manager of Blackburn gasworks 
until 1945 when he moved to 
Rotherham. Later he returned to 
live in Wilpshire. He is survived 
by his wife Ella.

W IL L IA M  S IM M
MR William Simm, of Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol, has died n 
hospital, aged 73.

Mr Simm was at School from 1919 to 1925 and read mathematics 
at Queens College, Oxford.

At School he was a prefect and as a member of the first XI he was 
a fearless goalkeeper, later playing for the Oxford Centaurs.

He joined the Civil Service and is a former manager of the Labour 
Exchanges at Blackburn and at Great Hannock.

He moved to Bristol in 1949 as assistant controller in the South 
Western Division of the Ministry of Labour.

He retired ten years ago and leaves a widow and son.
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PROCTER’S
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TELEVISION
C O L O U R  BLA CK  & W H ITE

RENT O R  BU Y  

R A D IO  H I-F I  G R A M S  

A LL  ELE C T R IC A L  A P P L IA N C E S

Choose from the best 
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PROCTER’S
14-16 AINSWORTH STREET, BLACKBURN 

Telephone 55336.

T O P  C L A S S  F A B R I C S

IT IS OUR CONSTANT ENDEAVOUR 
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DESIGN AND TEXTURE.
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Telephone 53935.

CONSULTANT IN 
AIRCRAFT DESIGN 
AWARDED M.B.E.

M R  Frank Tyson (1924-31) was awarded the M.B.E. in 
the 1979 New  Year's Honours List, for services to air
craft design.

Frank who read mathematics 
at Pembroke College, Cam
bridge, graduating in 1934, 
retired at the end of 1978 after a 
life-time of service in the aviation 
industry.

He was House Captain of 
Raleigh and School Cricket 
Captain in 1931 and he has 
maintained his interest in 
cricket ever since, continuing to 
play in local cricket until he was 
50. He now takes his exercise 
he tells us, on the village 
bowling green.

C H A IR M A N
He began his professional 

career in the design office of 
Fairey Aviation and subsequent
ly worked for several aircraft 
firms, the major part of his 
career being spent with Handley 
Page, where he became Deputy 
Chief Designer.

He then was appointed Chief 
Engineer of Jetstream Aircraft 
Ltd before moving to Scotland 
in 1972 as Chief Designer, 
British Aerospace, Scottish 
Division, who have retained his 
services as part time Design 
Consultant.

He is also continuing his 
membership of the Royal Aero
nautical Society Structures 
Committee on which he has 
served for more than 20 years 
being chairman for four years.

J.P. appo in ted  
d epu ty  

chairm an
DR. T. E. Tomlinson (19 3 9 
46) has been appointed 
Deputy Chairman of the 
Bench (Forest Bench of 
Magistrates) and Chairman 
of the Juvenile Court 
Panel.

Dr. Tomlinson, a former 
School vice-captain and State 
Scholar, read chemistry at 
Magdalen College, Oxford, 
where he was awarded a 
Colonial Office Scholarship. He 
gained his Ph.D. in 1953.

He has worked for ICI for 
many years and is now Re
search Station Manager and lives 
in Wokingham.

Research 
fellowship 
for marine 
biologist

M R  Jeremy D. Paul has 
been awarded a research 
fellowship by the Royal 
Society under its European 
Science Exchange pro
gramme.

Jeremy, who was at School 
from 1965-72, married bio
chemist Hilary Grimes earlier 
this year.

He met his wife while both 
were students at Liverpool 
University where Jeremy gradu
ated B.Sc. Honours Marine 
Biology in 1975.

He has recently been awarded 
his Ph.D. on the biology of the 
queen scallop at Liverpool 
University's marine laboratory 
at Port Erin, Isle of Man.

He is spending a year at the 
Instituto Espanol de Oceano- 
grafia, La Coruna, Spain, study
ing the cultivation and ecology 
of a species of mussel in the 
Galicia region of North-west 
Spain.

M R  Eric Boyes (1954-61), 
deputy director o f tran s
port for Blackburn, has 
been appointed passenger  
transport m anager at 
Portsm outh, in charge of 
the m unicipal bus fleet.
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Darryl at the  double
DARRYL David (1957-67), is now Danny 
Lester, cabaret a rtis t and one half o f the 
glamorous song and dance double-act 
known as " M ilk  and Honey".

He and his partner, raven-haired Gretchen  
G riffith , are preparing to  leave their tem 
porary haven of Blackburn fo r a three and a 
half month M editerranean and Black Sea 
cruise on "The Odessa" as entertainers.

Darryl trained at the Drama Centre, 
London, fo r three years and concentrated  
on acting during the early part o f his 
career. He gradually gravitated to  the  
lighter side of his profession and appeared 
in several musical plays.

He and Gretchen, a trained ballet dancer 
and singer, m et w hile both were working  
fo r a year w ith  the Black and W hite M in 
strel Show and teamed up tw o  years ago.

Since, they have enjoyed a great deal of 
success, w orking alongside many o f the 
big names of show business and most 
recently have returned from  a season of 
cabaret w ork  in Northern France and 
Luxembourg.

BROTHERS RALLY 
ROUND IN LAKES

TW O brothers, Nigel and Tony W orsw ick are making a 
name for themselves in motor rallying. Earlier this year 
Nigel confounded Britain's top club rally drivers on the 
Lakeland stages events.

Against sponsored, factory- 
assisted teams, Nigel (1965-75) 
took a flying lead in his Escort 
Mk.l nicknamed the "Old Rat", 
after starting at the lowly num
ber of 57. Unfortunately he 
slipped off the road trying to 
pass a slower car on one of the 
stages and the time he lost 
getting the car back on to the 
road deprived him of the win 
his brilliant driving deserved. He 
finished in eighth place.

His more experienced brother 
Tony (1964-71) was also in the 
rally with his new Escort Mk. II 
after winning three events in a 
month. He was out of luck this 
time when he caught a rock at 
80 mph when he was lying 
fourth.

This, together with a punc
tured radiator, holed by a flying 
stone, ended his brave attempt.

Both Nigel and Tony are Life 
Members of the Old Black
burnians' Association.

College promotion
David W. Kem p (1966-77) 
has been made Divisional Sub
Lieutenant at Britannia Royal 
Naval College, Dartmouth,

Physician is 
made Fellow

Dr. Adrian Eddleston (1951
58) has been made a Fellow of 
the Royal College of Physicians.

Dr. Eddleston proceeded to 
St. Peter's Hall, Oxford, on 
leaving School and completed 
his medical training at Guy’s 
Hospital, London.

He is an honorary consultant 
at King's College Hospital, 
London, and this summer he is 
spending two months in Austra
lia as Visiting Professor of 
Medicine to the University of 
Australia, Perth.

Best Student
J. J. Riley, LL.B. (1965-72) 
who obtained Second Class 
Honours with three distinctions 
in the Law Society's Part 2 
Examinations and was awarded 
the Judge Coventry Prize for the 
best student on the Northern 
Circuit, was admitted a solicitor 
in June 1978 and has now 
joined his father in partnership.

DOCTORATE FOR RESEARCH ON NOISE
Kenneth H. Heron, who was at QEGS from 1954-61, has been 
awarded a Ph.D. by Southampton University for research on 
boundary-layer induced noise.

After graduating B.Sc., Honours, Mathematics, at Bristol Univer
sity in 1964, Dr. Heron joined the Royal Aircraft Establishment at 
Farnborough, where he has remained, as a research scientist 
working on noise and vibration control in aircraft.

His wife is also a Bristol University mathematics graduate. Mr and 
Mrs Heron have two children and live in Aldershot.
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Hand it to Haydocks
FOR F IR S T -C L A S S  L A U N D E R IN G  A N D  

D R Y -C L E A N IN G

VAN AND SHOP SERVICE  

Telephone Blackburn 48087 3 lines

SHOPS—

38 Preston New Road 

82 Copy Nook 

46 W halley Banks

AND 'D R IV E -IN ' AT PLECKGATE  
ROAD, RAMSGREAVE

BRANCH LADIES 
EVENINGS ARE 
HUGE SUCCESS

THE annual dinner of the Yorkshire Branch of the Old 
Blackburnians' Association w as held on Friday, M ay 4, 
at the Cairn Hotel, Harrogate.

The largest Blackburn contin
gent for many years made the 
journey to join us, and it turned 
out to be one of the most 
successful and enjoyable 
evenings.

We were pleased to welcome 
the Headmaster and Mrs John
ston, and enjoyed hearing about 
recent events concerning the 
School.

We were also delighted to 
meet the OBA treasurer, Fred 
Gillibrand, and his wife, Freda.

We have met at the Cairn for 
a number of years now, and we 
have often considered moving 
to another venue. During the 
evening this was discussed, and 
although there were one or two 
in favour of trying somewhere 
else, the majority felt that, on 
balance, we should continue at 
the Cairn.

For those who might care to 
join us in the future, the dinner 
is held either on the last Friday 
of April or on the first Friday in 
May. Please get in touch with 
Guy Shuttleworth, 1 St. Peter's 
Grove, York Y03 6AQ, tel: 
0904 22450, if you would like 
to be put on the mailing list.

Those who were present this 
year were: Philip & Cynthia 
Johnston, Desmond & Rose
mary Carr, Ken & Barbara Chad
wick, Ken & Madeleine Forbes, 
Fred & Freda Gillibrand, Charles 
& Marjory Harvey, Ron & Kath
leen Hunter, Harry & Margaret 
King, Bob & Noreen Mayo, 
Peter & Dorrie Ronson, Guy & 
Tan Shuttleworth, Charles & 
Gloria Sloan.

G .M .S .

THE Cheshire and South Man
chester Branch held its annual 
Ladies' Evening in the Cheshire 
Suite of the Bowdon Hotel, 
Bowdon, Cheshire.

The organising secretary, Mr 
Harold Ramsbottom, presided 
and after proposing the loyal 
toast, he welcomed the guests.

The Headmaster replied on 
behalf of the guests and gave 
details of the School's achieve
ments, academic successes and 
other activities during the past 
year. He also thanked the mem
bers for their generous support 
of the Bursary Scheme.

Those attending were: From 
Blackburn: Mr 8- Mrs P. F. 
Johnston, Mr & Mrs R. Hunter, 
Mr 8- Mrs E. J .  Kay, Mr & Mrs F. 
Raby, Mr & Mrs T. J .  Long- 
staff, Mr Et Mrs F. Gillibrand, 
Mr & Mrs K. Forbes, and Mr & 
Mrs H. King.

From the Branch: Mr & Mrs
F. Bamford, Dr. & Mrs T. S. 
Hindle, Mr & Mrs A. S. Livers- 
edge, Mr & Mrs H. S. Mayo, Mr 
& Mrs E. Taylor, Mr 6- Mrs E. 
West, and Mr & Mrs H. Rams
bottom.

As there was a large number 
of apologies, we have been 
asked to mention that the 
provisional date for next year's 
Ladies' Evening is Friday, May 
9, 1980, and to invite old boys 
in the area to pencil this date in 
their 1980 diaries.

Further details of the activities 
of the Cheshire and South Man
chester Branch may be obtained 
from Mr Harold Ramsbottom, 
157 Chester Road, Hazel Grove, 
Stockport, Cheshire. Tel 
Poynton 3344. H.K.

Double for father and son
W. (Bill) Gillibrand-Stephen- 

son (1934-39) has been elected 
a Fellow of the Plastics and 
Rubber Institute.

His son George W. Gillibrand- 
Stephenson (1967-77) who 
proceeded to the National Col
lege of Rubber Technology on

leaving school has passed his 
final examinations to become 
a Licentiate of the National 
College and has also passed the 
examinations set by the Plastics 
and Rubber Institute, to qualify 
as Licentiate of the Plastics and 
Rubber Institute
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When the cameras came to QEGS

O  Above: Carreras in the labs. 
0  Righl Vans outside the labs. 
#  Below: Miss Felicity Goodey. 
0  Bottom: Filming opposite
the labs.

An opening shot o f Big 
School w indow  and 
morning assembly 
brought QEGS to  m il
lions in a Granada TV  
series on three types of 
school.

The 15-m inute film  on 
"Look N orth" in April 
showed how School 
emphasises the im por
tance of academic 
achievement but en
courages practical 
w ork.

I t  gave a clear and 
fa ir view  of School and 
contained an assess
ment by a parent.

Shots included a 
maths class; fencing, 
w ith  M ick W alker, and 
climbing in the new  
gymnasium; the sixth- 
form  common room; an 
engineering class and a 
rehearsal o f the musical 
"O liver".

M  iss Felicity Goodey 
interviewed the Head
m aster, M r Johnston; 
M r Ellis M etca lf in the  
labs; and M r Derek 
Holt, head o f Horncliffe, 
at lunch in the Rad- 
cliffe  Room.

•  The programme 
was recorded on a £600 
video-cassette recor
der, bought fo r the  
School by the Sixth 
Form Club Com m ittee's  
soft drinks and biscuits 
profits  over tw o  years.
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INVEST IN STYLE

SUITS by
0  Boss 

9  Skopes 

% Maenson  

0  Magee

in pure w ool, and 
Terylene blends

from £59

GRAYS
I Penny St. and 
Market Hall, 
Blackburn.
Tel. 53275

THE REFRIGERATION CENTRE
(Blackburn) Ltd.

SCHOOL BUILDINGS 

CHERRY TREE, BLACKBURN

Telephone And at
Blackburn 21637 Accrington 33404

★

Distributors for Osborne, 

Craig-Nicol and Lec

Our new treasurer, M r  Fred Gillibrand, 
appeals to old boys . ..

Where are 
they now?

A S  THE new treasurer of the Old B lackburn ians 'A ssoc ia
tion I have been asked to pen these few words in an 
attempt to obtain a more definitive and up-to-date 
membership roll.

Will all members who pay by 
banker's order please ascertain 
that they have instructed their 
bank to pay their subscription of 
£2; preferably as early in 
August of each year as possible.
Many members have still not 
instructed their bank of this 
higher subscription and still 
merrily contribute the old 
amount of £1 and even in some 
cases 7/6d. (37p)

To those members and newer 
leavers who personally forward 
their subscriptions may I ask 
them to consider the benefits of 
the regularity of taking out a 
banker's order.

To all members especially the 
younger ones and more especi
ally those who will have to 
change their instructions, as 
above; what about life mem
bership?— a once and for all 
payment at the very reasonable 
rate of £25.

Life Memberships greatly 
assist your association in build
ing up its reserves which, at 
present, are aimed at giving 
some financial assistance to 
future, worthy entrants to the 
school by way of the bursary 
scheme.

On the other side of the coin, 
the association is enthusiastic 
with regard to keeping in touch 
with its members and being able 
to contact them. Many members 
contribute annually by banker's 
order, but still we find when 
distributing Magister or any 
other information quantities are 
returned to us "no longer at this 
address".

I appeal to you members who 
are reading this to inform other 
members you will be friendly 
with or in contact with who may 
happen to fall into this category 
to let myself or Mr King know of 
new details. Any communica
tions sent to the school in this 
respect will be collected but as 
you will be aware the School 
office has much work of its own 
to process.

It is probable that in due 
course individual members will

be contacted and personally 
asked to increase to the present 
rates. Should the end result not 
be rewarding some control may 
have to be exercised in reducing 
the membership roll to those 
who have made an effort to 
keep up-to-date.

To those who may be con
tacted even though they are 
themselves up-to-date, my 
apologies, but it will all be part 
of the long-term aim of 
achieving a reliable Old Black
burnians' Association Member
ship.

May I thank you all, on behalf 
of the committee, for your help 
and your continued support.

—  Training —  
manager 
moves to 
Bolton

Philip Roscoe )1940- 
46) who has been 
manager of the Burn
ley Training Service 
Division, part of the  
Government's re
training programme, 
has taken up a sim ilar 
appointm ent at Bol
ton.
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Old girls and a new treasurer at AG M
Our thanks to Fred

THE Association takes this opportunity  
of placing on record its sincere apprecia
tion of the loyal service rendered by M r  
Fred Bury, our Treasurer fo r the past 18 
years and a form er chairman.

M r Bury sent his resignation to  the  
AG M  in November 1978 and it w as w ith  
great regret that the meeting accepted  
it. The meeting expressed the thanks of 
the OBA for M r Bury's devoted w ork  
and asked the secretary to  w rite  to him, 
accordingly.

Our new treasurer is M r Fred G illi- 
brand (1945-56) of 5 M eins Road, 
Blackburn. (See opposite page).

TH ERE  was plenty to 
occupy members at the 
50th annual meeting of the 
Old Blackburnians' A s so 
ciation.

The questions of "old girls", a 
new treasurer, dearer Magister, 
bursaries and the dinners were 
dealt with at the meeting on 
Nov. 21 at the Lammack Club.

The chairman, Mr Tom Hindle, 
and 20 members voted for a new 
rule — 12, which allowed for 
girls to become members of the 
OBA.

Mr Keith Wightman objected. 
He alone voted against the idea 
and was later elected to the 
committee.

The Headmaster, Mr John
ston, reported on the bursary 
scheme. Members agreed to 
recall a £2,000 loan from the 
Association to the School, then 
immediately loan £2,500 — on 
the terms that the governors be 
asked to direct it to be an 
accretion to the School 
Governors Bursary Fund and an 
amount approximately equal to 
the interest from investment to 
provide a bursary or bursaries to

be known as the Old Black
burnians' Association Bursary 
or Bursaries.

Mr Harry King reported an
other successful Dinner with an 
attendance of 213 and a surplus 
of £101.99. The new caterers 
had proved very successful. Mr 
King recorded his thanks to the 
football club for running the bar 
and for its donation of £30 to
wards bar fittings. Mr King was

again thanked for his very hard 
work in making this event such 
a success.

Mr John Duckworth, Editor of 
Magister, reported that earlier in 
the year the committee had im
posed an expenditure limit of 
£800 for Magister. He had just 
managed to keep within this 
limit.

Once again, he thanked Harry 
King for his considerable help in

supplying material and generally 
assisting in publication. In 
thanking Mr Duckworth, the 
chairman commented that he 
thought it had been the best 
edition for some time.

Mr Duckworth thanked Mr Hol- 
gate, a teacher at the School, foj 
organising the advertising in 
Magister and the secretary was 
asked to write to Mr Holgate 
with the Association's thanks.

Mr Duckworth informed the 
meeting that the cost of produc
tion would increase 19 per cent 
the following year and said the 
size would be reduced, if this 
was possible, without impairing 
the quality. It was agreed that a 
price of 70p should be printed on 
the front of Magister.

The following officers were 
elected: President, Mr Eric
Sagar, Chairman, Mr Jim 
Warner; vice-Chairman, Mr 
Eric Kay; Secretary, Mr D. I. 
Forbes (re-elected); Treasurer, 
Mr Fred Gillibrand; Auditors, 
Mr W. Hare was re-elected and 
Mr R. B. Holden was elected in 
place of Mr Marsden, who 
ratired.

O LD  B L A C K B U R N IA N S ' A S S O C IA T IO N  
S T A T E M E N T  OF A C C O U N T S  FO R  T H E  Y E A R  E N D E D  J U L Y  31st, 1979 

IN C O M E  A N D  E X P E N D IT U R E  A C C O U N T
£ P £ P £ PGeneral Ex p en ses ........................ 35.00 7.45 Subscriptions 1977/78 ................

Postages........................................ 71.18 89.27 Released from Life Membership Fund
Magazines ................................ 17.95 12.78 Interest on Investments, 4%  Consols 50.00
Magister .................................... 786.93 646.71 Barclays Bank Stock 53.62
Corporation T a x ............................ 42.25 39.07 British Electric 3£% 14.00
Balance and Profit to Accumulated

F u n d ........................................ 7.39 3.01 117.62
Less Tax

Savings Bank . . . . 
War Memorial Ground Rent 
Blackburn Annual Dinner 
Donation ....................

960.70 798.29

39.91

€ P
565.96
82.50

77.71
79.65

5.00 
101.99

7.00

960.70

B A L A N C E  S H E E T
Life M em bersh ip  Fund
Balance at 1.9.79 . . .
A d d it io n s ....................

D e le t io n s ....................

War Memorial Grant . .
Creditors: Printer . . .

Inland Revenue

Accum ulated Fund
Profit at 1.8.77 . . . .
Profit on 1977/78 . .

2904.53 
775.50

4679.53 
82.50

1267.77

631.68
7.39

4597.03

781.48
42.25

639.07

Lammack Ground at cost less sales 
Investm ents: 4% Consols . . .

£300 at cost . . . 210.60
£950 at par . . . 950.00

(Market value £251)
81% Barclay’s Bank Stock £650 at cost 

(Market value £427)
British Electric 3 i% :
£400 at cost (Market value £387) .
Loan to QEGS ............................
Debtors Lloyds £4.00—Adverts £22.50 26.50
Cash at Lloyds...............................  259.23
at Savings Bank .......................  1191.12

Cash  in h a n d ........................

1207.77

1160.60

582.59

281.75
2000.00

1450.35
558.04

£7267.60 7267.60
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For the last four years Chris Holden (1957-65) has 
been working for the Manchester office of Arthur 
Andersen and Co., a worldwide partnership of chartered 
accountants. About eighteen months ago the firm was 
asked to assist a new textile company. Blue Nile Spinning 
and Weaving Company Limited, in developing accounting

£5 for butter, 
and beans 

are a luxury!
IT  is 4 o 'clock in the afternoon and I am  
lying back on the verandah w ith a brilliant 
clear blue sky overhead and the bright 
green, freshly watered trees b low ing gently 
in the breeze.

Before you get carried away with jealousy, this mornin9 
I w as working in about 85 to 90°F with sweat dribbling 
down my nose because the electricity power cut had 
stopped the fans (air conditioning being unheard of, of 
course). I have returned to the same house I lived in 
before. However, during the months I was back in England 
it had been inhabited by nothing but the desert and a few 
sparrows.

and other control systems at a recently constructed 
factory. Chris was assigned to the project and has spent 
about a year in the Sudan, in two separate visits. The 
“letter” below was compiled from a series Chris wrote to 
his colleagues in the Manchester office during his 
second trip.

The sparrows are now dead 
and litter the floor and it has 
taken the house-boy several 
days to restore the rooms to a 
habitable condition; the dust of 
the desert pervades everything.

The lock on the front door 
looked suspect and the person
nel manager from the factory in
sisted that a new lock be in
stalled. This proved rather diffi
cult as the termites had eaten all 
the wood, and all that was left 
was the paint I

At the Blue Nile Spinning and 
Weaving Company factory 
nothing was greatly changed; 
the capacity of the printing and 
dyeing shed is now approximate
ly 30 million metres of cotton or 
cotton/polyester fabric, operat
ing efficiency up to around 75 
per cent on the good weeks 
when we have a continuous 
supply of electrical power and 
furnace oil. At present we are 
using mainly imported grey cloth, 
that is woven but unbleached. 
However, our new 600 loom 
cotton weaving shed has recent
ly been commissioned to add to 
the existing 200 loom cotton/ 
polyester shed and the 400 
looms of Wad Medani Textiles 
Limited, which is a sister com
pany to ourselves, will enable us 
to become self-sufficient using 
locally grown and spun Sudan
ese cotton in perhaps 18 months 
time. A contract has recently

been signed with an East Ger
man company for the construc
tion of a 35,000 spindle spinning 
mill on the Blue Nile site which 
will give a completely integrated 
textile factory turning locally- 
ginned cotton into finished 
fabric on one site. This will 
clearly take some time as we face 
all the usual problems of a 
modern technology factory in a 
developing country, e.g. short
age of foreign exchange for 
essential raw materials, lack of 
skilled labour, shortages of 
power and fuel oil, lack of a dis
tribution system for finished 
goods and a people with a cul

ture which finds responding to 
the demands of the 20th century 
very difficult.

Sudan is a country of approxi
mately one million square miles 
and the largest in Africa. While 
size is not everything (and it is 
by no means enormous in com
parison with other continents) 
when the infrastructure is un
developed this imposes serious 
strains on the development of 
the country. I have just returned 
from a visit to Port Sudan which 
is the country's only port. It is on 
the Red Sea almost opposite 
Jedda and is approximately 600 
miles from Khartoum. However, 
that is 600 miles of inhospitable 
desert without a tarmac road and 
connected at present only by a 
single track railway built by the 
British back in the 19th century. 
With a shortage of rolling stock

glMfllllllllllllllllllllllllllllilllllllllltlMIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII!lllllltllllllllllllllllllllll<|

( COME TO LADIES DINNER (
E FOLLOW ING the success o f the 1978 =
i  Ladies Dinner (see page 19), it  has been |
|  decided to  expand th is year's event to  a |
1 Dinner and Dance which w ill be held at |
§ the Swan and Royal Hotel, Clitheroe, on |
|  Friday, Oct. 5, 1979. The meal is booked =
|  fo r 8 p.m., fo llow ing which the Derek |
i  M aurice Four w ill play fo r dancing until j§
|  1 a.m.

The optim um  number o f guests is 100 |
i  and early application fo r tickets is ad- =
I  vised. Please refer to  the loose paper |
|  insertion elsewhere in this magazine fo r i
3 your ticke t application form .

and locomotive power, trains 
have a maximum speed of ap
proximately 25 miles per hour; 
so it is not surprising that at the 
docks of Port Sudan there must 
be literally billions of pounds of 
equipment waiting transhipment 
to projects in the interior. It is 
difficult to see how the develop
ment of Sudan can be speeded 
up until the "problem" of Port 
Sudan can be solved. The 
Sudanese are well aware of the 
problem and believe they have 
solved it. However, all they 
really solved was the congestion 
of the ships waiting to unload at 
the port. This was achieved by 
marking out areas of desert as 
extra storage areas and there are 
now acres of desert covered by 
Datsun and Toyota pick-up 
trucks and Meccano kits for 
giants.

On the way back to Wad 
Medani I stopped off in Khar
toum the "international" 
capital I Khartoum is a mixture of 
buildings from the British era 
and modern concrete mon
strosities. However, nothing can 
remove the beauty of the languid 
Blue Nile and the more urgent 
White Nile as they meet by the 
tree-lined avenue leading to 
General Gordon's Palace, a 
superbly preserved example of 
the power of the British Empire. 
Just a few miles north of the 
junction of the two Niles is the 
cricket ground where once a 
week the British indulge their 
national pastime and during tha 
rest of the week a Sudanese 
groundsman looks after the 
pitch with his lawnmower of 16 
goats.

Continued on Page 20
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City banking 
manager takes 

over in Far East

Buffet g o e s  w ith  a s w in g  
at the p ub  of the year

THE London "pub evenings" ex
panded at the end of last year when  
40 members m et fo r a Buffet 
Evening.

The venue w as  the Old Sh ip at Ham m er
smith, w hich w as awarded the accolade  
of London 's Pub o f the Year last year by 
the Press —  and they should know !

The evening started s low ly  at 6.30 p.m. 
when a sm all group o f Old B lacks com 
menced consum ing a large quantity of 
liquid refreshment. Th is  group w as  led 
by our senior citizen Ray Vipond, w ho  
w as standing in for our chairman Sco tt  
Allen w ho either had forgotten  his w allet 
or h is car had broken dow n in central 
London.

He arrived tw o  hours later and quickly  
made up for lo st time.

GUSTO
During the evening our num bers gradu 

ally swelled as the whole range of our 
m em bership w as represented including  
three young lady m em bers (there has 
been no discrim ination here in London).

A t nine o 'c lock  those still standing  
dem olished a w onderful buffet meal 
w ith good  old Blackburnian gusto.

By c lo sin g time, m ost o f us were s ta g 
gering our w ays home, well fed and 
suitably tanked up.

E.R.

WHEN OLD BLACKS TOURERS SAW OFF
THE RUGBY LADS...A N  Old B lacks' footballer 

and committee member for 
23 years, M r Michael T. J. 
Bolton (1947-52), formerly 
of Vicarage Lane, W ilp- 
shire, has been appointed 
manager of Williams and 
G lyn 's Bank, Chorlton- 
cum-Hardy.

Mike first started playing for 
the Old Blacks before he left the 
school, in the Old Blacks fifth 
team, and was later team secre
tary and vice-chairman.

Mike, now living in Altrin
cham, was delighted to find an 
opportunity of keeping up with 
old school activities virtually on 
his doorstep, at the South 
Manchester and Cheshire branch 
of the Old Blackburnians' 
Association.

At a dinner, at the Bowdon 
Hotel, Bowdon, Cheshire, he 
had plenty of footballing 
memories to recall, like the time 
he scored seven goals against 
Fulwood, in a third team away 
game. ” My team could hardly 
believe it, let alone the opposi
tion", said Mike.

T O U R S

The club's old Easter tours. t0 
Cockermouth, for a weekend of 
footballing and golf, usually in
cluded a few other activities as 
well. "One year", said Mike "we 
saw off both Sale and Leeds 
rugby clubs at bar games. We 
had a team of such legendary

characters as Bill Lazenby, Don 
Appleton, Des Ranson and 
others, who paled the rugby 
lads into insignificance."

Mike's wife, Pat, and six- 
years-old son, Ashley, are both 
Old Blacks' club members, and 
Mike is also a member of the 
Old Blackburnians' Association.

He has been with Williams 
and Glyn's for 26 years. His last 
post was senior assistant 
manager at Wigan and he has 
worked in Chorley, Bolton, 
Preston, Bamber Bridge, Jersey 
and St. Ann Street, Manchester, 
and he was also assistant 
manager in Blackburn for seven 
years.

Roland Isherw ood (1940
45) has accepted a three- 
year contract to become 
general m anager o f A N Z  
Finance (Far East) Ltd, in 
H ong Kong.

A N Z  Finance is a w holly- 
owned subsid iary o f the 
Australia  and New  Zealand 
Banking Group Ltd for 
w hich M r  Isherw ood  w as  
City O ffice M anager in 
London.

T H A N K S
Magister wishes to thank the 

Editor of the Lancashire Evening 
Telegraph for his kind permission 
to use Telegraph pictures in this 
issue.

Many people have given will
ing and generous help with this 
issue and Magister is grateful to 
them all.

W ilfred D. Crum blehulm e
(1922-25) has been elected 
President of the Lancashire 
County Cricket Club.

Check if
W e should like to  

take this opportunity  
of reminding Old Boys 
up and down the 
country that w e have 
active branches in 
Yorkshire, South Lan
cashire and Cheshire, 
the London area and 
at Oxford and Cam
bridge. They provide a 
variety of activities  
and most of them  have 
a Ladies' Evening.

They are all keen to  
widen their mem ber
ship and w e invite

there's a branch near you
those who are interes
ted to  contact the ap
propriate secretary 
whose name and ad
dress is given below. 
Yorkshire Branch:
M r Guy Shuttlew orth, 
1 St. Peter's Grove, 
York.
Tel. York 0904-22450.
South Lancashire and 
Cheshire Branch:
M r Harold Rams
bottom ,
157 Chester Road, 
Hazel Grove, Cheshire. 
Tel. 099-67 3344.

London Area Branch: 
M r Eric Race,
9 W illowm ead Square, 
M arlow ,
Bucks. SL7 1 HP 
Tel. 06284 2757.

For the university 
branches at Oxford 
and Cambridge please 
contact M r H. King, 
Shenstone, W hite- 
cro ft Lane, M ellor, 
Blackburn, who is the 
liaison o fficer be
tw een the branches, 
all Old Boys, the

parent association  
and the School.

Old Boys w ill also be 
interested to  know  
that w e have an active 
group of members in 
Canada w ho m eet 
regularly in Calgary. 
Old Boys in Canada 
should contact Dr. 
Roger M altby fo r fu r 
ther inform ation. His 
address is:
Box 59 Site 2 553, 
Calgary,
Alberta,
CANADA T3C 3N9.
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S C H O O L N E W S

1 5  W IN  P E E L  A W A R D S

N i n e  O x b r i d g e  S c h o l a r s h i p s
THE school had another successful year in the Oxbridge 
Scholarship examinations. A s  a result of last December's 
examinations, nine Open Scholarships were obtained and 
a further eight pupils gained places.

Peel Aw ardsThe awards go to :
Alistair Ballantyne, Open Ex

hibition in natural sciences at 
Exeter College, Oxford, to read 
Engineering Science.

Peter Banks, Open Scholar
ship in Mathematics at Christ 
Church College, Oxford, to read 
Mathematics.

Phillip Bland, Open Demyship 
in natural sciences at Magdalen 
College, Oxford, to read
Medicine.

Anne Chippendale,the Govette 
Scholarship in natural sciences 
at New College, Oxford, to read 
Chemistry.

John Longstaff, Open Organ 
Scholarship, Girton College, 
Cambridge, to read Music.

Graham Lewis, Open Ex
hibition in Mathematics, Mag
dalen College, Oxford, to read 
Mathematics.

Timothy Masterton the Lub
bock Scholarship in natural
sciences, Balliol College, Oxford, 
to read Engineering Science.

David Pickup, Open Scholar
ship in History, Wadham College, 
Oxford, to read History.

James Fowler, Open Scholar
ship in Modern Languages,
Exeter College, Oxford, to read 
Modern Languages.

The places, all at Oxford, go to 
Philip Duckworth, Oriel College, 
to read History; Andrew Evans, 
Balliol College, to read Engineer
ing Science; Bryan Lea, St. 
John's College, to read History; 
Simon Rayner, Wadham College, 
to read Medicine; Michael Ryan, 
Merton College, to read 
Chemistry. Jennifer Sutcliffe, St. 
Anne's College, to read Modern 
History; Chris Slinger, St. 
Peter's College, to read Engineer
ing Science; Michael Rutter, 
Oriel College, to read Geology.

Fifteen of the 22 scholarships 
awarded by the Trustees of the 
Peel Foundation Scholarship 
Fund have been won by QEGS 
pupils.

The scholarships are granted 
annually to students with out
standing GCE Advanced Level 
results. The successful QEGS 
pupils were:

Matthew J. Almond, Eli Hey
worth Memorial Scholarship; 
Roger J .  Highton, Eli Heyworth 
Memorial Scholarship; Robert 
J .  Lambourn, Daniel Thwaites 
Memorial Scholarship; William 
J. Routh, Daniel Thwaites 
Memorial Scholarship. Other 
Peel scholarships went to:

Andrew J.  Aspin, Rachel C. 
Baggaley, Michael R. Busheri, 
Gillian Campbell, Michael J. 
Meadows, Fiona Spens, Graham 
N. Walley, Thomas P. Walsh, 
Paul H. Williams, Michael 
Winterbottom and Robert 
Wright.

Other Aw ards:
Andrew J.  Aspin— Merit prize 

in Biological Sciences from the 
Biological Council.

Chris W. Slinger—Student
Apprenticeship with Marconi 
Communications Systems Ltd.

Peter J .  Warren—Courtaulds 
Textile Scholarship.

Stephen M. Taylor— Imperial 
Chemical Industries Student
ship.

Keith C. Cowburn— British
Aircraft Corporation Student
ship.

Alastair I. Ballantyne—General 
Electric Company University
Scholarship.

Soccer team 
carries all 
before it

T H IS  season Q E G S  soccer team has had 
probably its m ost successfu l season ever, 
w inning all but one of its 21 gam es, in a 
season badly hit by the weather. The one 
blemish in an otherwise immaculate season  
w as a 2-2 draw in the usual closely con
tested derby against St. M a ry 's  College.

The standard of football throughout the season has been 
a delight to watch and their magnificent record resulted 
from an ideal combination of a rock-solid defence, a 
workmanlike and often inspired midfield, and an attack 
which had flair, speed and an ability to score goals.

The record speaks for itself — 
only 17 goals conceded and well 
over a hundred scored. There 
were many memorable moments 
but the one game in which all 
the separate elements combined 
most consistently and convin
cingly was the 9-1 thrashing of 
Bury G.S. in the penultimate 
match of the season.

This game provided the yard- 
stic against which the overall 
standard of the side could be 
measured. Bury had three 
England Public School players 
in their team and had enjoyed a 
successful season, losing only a 
handful of matches. Yet they 
were annihilated by a superb 
exhibition of sustained attacking 
football which provided a fitting 
end to a memorable season.

In December, QEGS also won 
the Public Schools six-a-side 
competition at the National 
Westminster Bank ground in 
London. This continued a re
markable sequence of success 
over the last few years. Since 
winning the competition in 
1971, QEGS have now won the 
Corinthian Casuals Challenge 
Cup on three occasions and the 
Plate competition twice.

In the morning 32 teams were 
divided into eight groups. The 
winners of each group then 
reaching the quarter-finals and 
the knockout stages. In the

group games QEGS gave early 
warning to all other teams by 
scoring 14 goals and conceding 
none.

The group results were a 4-0 
win over John Lyon, Harrow, a 
5-0 win over Carmel College and 
a 5-0 success over Aldenham 
College.

In the quarter-final, Millfield 
College provided strong op
position and scored a shock 
goal in the first half. They 
managed to retain this lead until 
two minutes from the end of the 
seven minute second half. 
Gradually, however, the QEGS 
pressure began to tell and two 
late goals took the side into the 
semi-final against King's School, 
Chester. After hovering on the 
brink of defeat, QEGS were now 
in no mood to take any chances 
and won 3-0.

In the final they beat surprise 
qualifiers Hampton G.S. much 
more convincingly than the 1 -0 
scoreline would suggest. The 
winning goal came deservedly 
from Craig Mann who was the 
most consistent player through
out the season and provided the 
ideas and inspiration from mid
field.

Ian Johnson, the captain, 
also had a superb season leading 
a marvellous team effort

B. A. Hardcastle
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David Brunton, captain o f the School cricket team, is chaired after the lads w on  the trophy at the Oval. On the 
far right is Kevin Hayes w ho scored an unbeaten 85 out o f 118 and has been registered as a player by Lancashire C C C  
—  even though he w as  born in Yorkshire.

F R O M  an entry of more 
than 1,400 schools, Q EG S  
won a cricket competition 
which took two years to 
complete.

It is called The Lords 
Taverners-Cricketer Colts
Trophy Competition and is run 
on a county basis for third-year 
teams, and the county cham
pions play in a national knock
out competition.

This means it was sponsored 
by the Lords Taverners and 
"The Cricketer" (which is a 
cricket publication).

The 1978 season started with 
the deferred county final and an 
overwhelming nine-wicket vic
tory over Lancaster RGS.

The first national round was an 
away game with Repton and 
yet another victory by nine- 
wickets. QEGS then had a home 
tie with the Yorkshire cham
pions Honley High School. This 
gave them possibly the most 
satisfaction in that Honley 
scored 145 and QEGS recorded 
an eight-wicket victory which 
included a stand of 144 for the 
second wicket between the two 
county U15 players Kevin Hayes 
and Paul Cocker.

The quarter and semi-finals 
were both very close-run 
matches. In the quarter final.

Barnard Castle were defeated by 
five runs and Birkenhead 
School by nine runs in the semi
final.

The final at the Oval was 
against King's School, Worcester 
who had won through from the 
Southern section of the com
petition. Both teams were ac
commodated overnight in Lon
don, and a visit to Lords was in
cluded in the itinerary.

In front of an enthusiastic 
crowd — 95 per cent of whom 
were from Blackburn (six coach

loads) QEGS., captained by 
David Brunton made an ex
cellent start reducing Worcester 
to 32 for 6. Worcester however 
made a very good recovery 
reaching 115 for 8. After losing 
two wickets at 29, QEGS went 
on to pass Worcester's score for 
the loss of just one more 
wicket, with Kevin Hayes 
finishing on 85 not out to 
record his fourth half century in 
the competition and to finish 
with top score in every round.

This should not detract from

the overall team performance. In 
spite of Kevin's brilliance QEGS 
were not a one-man team.

In the early rounds, every one 
of the bowlers took five wickets 
or more, and it was the perform
ance of the lower-order bats
men in the semi-final which, 
with Kevin's 51 gave QEGS a 
winning total.

0  Mr E. W. Swanton, the 
cricket writer, presented the 
trophy and Mr C. Howland, 
chairman of the co-sponsors. 
The Lords Taverners, presented 
T-shirts and records to all the 
players.

Kevin Hayes went on to cap
tain Lancashire Boys and the 
North of England, then played 
for England against Scotland. 
Paul Cocker, who is a year 
younger than the rest of the 
team, played for Lancashire 
Boys and England Public 
Schools.

Paul has, in fact, lead his 
year's team to the Lancashire 
final again and has been selected 
for this year's English Schools 
squad.

The School also has three 
boys who have represented 
Lancashire at U13 level.

B.W.
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1 GIRLS MAKE A SPLASH
I AT SW IM M IN G  GALA (
| AT  the Sch o o l's  44th annual sw im m in g  gala, held =
=  at Belper Street Baths on Feb. 22, a unique event |
=  w as  in the program m e —  a G IR L S  inter-house |
|  relay race com prising three g ir ls  from  each house. =
= W e thought th is historic occasion  warranted a |
=  paragraph in Magister.

It w as  w on  by Grenville House, so  w e decided E
|  tw o  paragraphs w ould  be more appropriate)

The g ir ls  sw am  splendidly and considering that |
|  the relatively sm all number of g ir ls  in the school =
i| are spread am ong the six houses, th is w as  quite EE
|  an outstanding achievement. W ell done the girls. |

0  The gala w as  w on  by Grenville House.
|  H.K. |

fiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiNiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiir;.
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C H A L K S  

i  M A R K S
College Clergyman 

gains doctorate
THE Rev. J . Astley (1958-64) has been awarded his 
Ph.D. by Durham University. His thesis was entitled "A  
Critical Analysis of the Religious Epistemology of Ian T. 
Ramsey.”

Dr Astley gained a first class honours degree and a 
college prize at Dow ning College, Cambridge, in 1968.

He is principal lecturer and head of religious studies at 
Bishop Grosseteste Church of England College of 
Education, Lincoln.

Graduate quits job for research
N IG EL  S. Battersby w ho 
graduated B.Sc. Honours 
M icrobiology at Dundee 
University in 1977, has left 
the Guardian Royal Ex
change Assurance Com-

Lecturer in 
Poland  

gains PhD
JO H N  A. Ingham (1958 
68) has recently been awar
ded a Ph.D. at Durham 
University.

For the past three years he has 
been a lecturer in English at the 
University of Poznan, Poland.

In October 1977 he married 
Maria Szymanska at Oliva 
Cathedral, Gdansk, and the best 
man was his contemporary both 
at school and university. Dr. 
Keith Charnley, who is a 
lecturer in biology at the Uni
versity of Bath.

Mathematics head 
awarded PhD

David W ynne (1960-67) has 
been awarded a Ph.D. degree in 
Applied Mathematics by Hull 
University.

David graduated B.Sc., 
Honours Pure and Applied 
Mathematics, in 1970 at the 
same university.

He is at present Head of the 
mathematics department at a 
comprehensive school in Hull.

pany in Edinburgh, where 
he was a technical assist
ant, to take up a research 
assistant position at his old 
University, Dundee.

Mr Battersby. who was at 
QEGS from 1968-74, is engaged 
on a joint project with the Scot
tish Marine Biological Associa
tion in Oban on organic pollu
tion in Scottish west coast sea- 
lochs.

He hopes to obtain his doc
torate in due course.

D O U B LE  FOR  
LEC TU R ER

David J. Ashton, who was at
school from 1957-64 has gained 
a Ph.D. in operational research 
and financial theory from War
wick University and also a first 
class honours degree in mathe
matics with the Open University.

Mr Ashton, on leaving school, 
went to Christ Church College, 
Oxford, where he read physics, 
graduating in 1967.

He is now a lecturer in the 
School of Management at the 
University of Bath and lives in 
Bristol.

D. N. Aspin, B.A., Ph.D.
(1949-55), Appointed Professor 
of Education, King's College, 
London University.

Prof. Manley 
is awarded 
honorary degree
FIFTY years after he became the first lecturer and 
head of the geography department in Durham 
University, Professor Gordon Manley has received 
an honorary degree, D.Litt, from that university.

Professor Manley w as at 
Q EG S  from 1910-18 and 
has been a governor of the 
school since 1963.

During the 11 years he spent 
in Durham up to the outbreak of 
war, he established an inter
national reputation as a clima
tologist based in part on his 
work on the university's 
meteorological records dating 
back to 1847.

From 1939 to 1948, he was 
demonstrator and lecturer in 
geography and in 1943 won the 
Buchan Prize of the Royal 
Meteorological Society.

He was president of the 
Society in 1945-46 and is now 
an Honorary Fellow.

In 1948, he became the first 
professor of geography at 
Bedford College, London, and 
six years later he achieved an
other first when he was appoin
ted to the chair of Environmental 
Sciences at Lancaster Univer
sity.

Since his retirement. Professor 
Manley, an author of many 
publications, has served on a 
number of ministerial com
mittees concerned with meteor
ology.

The Professor and Mrs Manley 
live in Cambridge.

PhD for biochemist
Robert J. Slater (1963-71) 
has been awarded a Ph.D. in 
plant biochemistry by Notting
ham University.

He has also been awarded a 
three-year post-doctorate
fellowship to continue his re
search in plant biochemistry at 
Cardiff University.

PRO F. M A N L E Y

Technical 
head is top  
exam iner

M R  Barry R. Brown (1950 
56), w ho is head of the 
technical department at 
QEGS, has been appointed 
chief examiner in w ood 
work for the Joint Matricu
lation Board.

On leaving school, Mr Brown 
studied at Loughborough Col
lege of Education and gradu
ated D.L.C. with first class 
honours and distinction for 
handicraft teaching.

He was appointed teacher of 
Handicraft at Padiham Secon
dary Technical School in 1960 
and joined the staff of QEGS in 
January 1964.

P. J. Searle (1966-73) has 
obtained a teaching post at 
Rishworth School, Ripponden, 
where he is teaching general 
subjects in the preparatory 
school. He is also Assistant 
Housemaster in the main school.

LAWYER BECOMES LECTURER
PETER W . Murphy (1959-63) has le ft practice at 
the Bar to  take up a principal lectureship at the  
Inns o f Court School o f Law, the body responsible 
fo r training barristers fo r their professional and 
vocational course and the Bar final examinations.

Peter graduated in law  from  Downing College, 
Cambridge, in 1966, and lives in London.
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S IM O N 'S  EPIC RUN R AISES £ 8 0 0
Fell runner, Simon Moyle raised almost £800 for 
cancer research when he ran 72 miles covering 42 

Lake District peaks in 24 hours.

Simon, boss of Tiger Lily fashion stores, is a 
member of Clayton-le-Moors Harriers and lives in 
Clitheroe. He was at school from 1951 -56.

The peaks were all more than 2,000 feet —  so 
that run was a great achievement. He followed the 
Bob Graham route, named after the runner who 
first achieved it in 1932.
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Police chief is 
guest as dinner 

makes £126
THE annual dinner was held in Big School on Saturday, 
Dec. 16 and showed a surplus of £126.

Every member of the Old 
Blackburnians’ Association who 
applied for tickets, received at 
least one, unlike last year when 
several had to be disappointed 
because of the massive demand 
and their late application.

Tickets were a very reasonable 
£5 and, as usual, there was a 
huge rush for tickets — with 
very few left after a week. They 
were all taken within a fort
night.

The chief guest was Mr Albert 
Laugharne, the Chief Constable 
of Lancashire.

After standing in respect for 
former pupils who had passed 
away in the previous year, 
Norman R. Haworth proposed a 
toast to the school.

P R O G R E S S

Norman, who was at School 
from 1938-43, is an accountant 
and lives in Blackburn. He took 
a potted look at the Elizabethan 
seadogs, after whom the School 
houses are named, and found 
more mongrel than pedigree 
among them.

The only one who wasn’t a 
pirate or a rogue was Sir Richard 
Grenville. Norman's house was, 
by the way, Grenville.

The Headmaster, Mr Philip F. 
Johnston, replied with an ac
count of the School's achieve
ments and progress over the 
previous year.

Neil Chambers proposed a 
toast to the guests and Mr 
Laugharne replied. 0BA com
mittee member, Gordon Birt
wistle, was toastmaster.

The Football Club gave £30 
towards bar costs and staffed 
the bar, as usual, in the old gym. 
They were thanked officially at 
the OBA meeting in January 
for their usual generous help.

Harry King was also thanked 
for his sterling work in organis
ing this annually successful 
event and, of course, led the 
toasts by the president Mr J.  E. 
Sagar to the old boys by 
decades at School. J.F.D.

D ates
A G M , Tuesday, Nov. 27, 
1979, 8 p.m.
Annual Dinner, Sa tu r
day, Dec. 15, 1979, in 
Big  School.
O B A  Ladies Evening, 
Oct. 5, 1979.
Schoo l Speech Day and  
Prize-giving on Friday, 
Sept. 28, 1979, at K ing  
G eorge 's  Hall, B lack 
burn.

1
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i-All-in schooling!-;

=  School w as never like th is! S ixth -form ers get to grip s w ith fund raising in a rugby 5  
match at Lam m ack for disabled children.
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G

The Old Blackburn ians' 
Golf Com petition w as  
held at W ilpshire on 
June 7.

There were 36 entries 
and the Judge  W alm ys- 
ley Cup for the best net 
score w as  w on  by John  
Riley of Blackburn w ith  
77.15.62. The runner-up  
w as John M o sso p  of 
Blackburn w ith 76.14.62. 
M r Riley w on  by half a 
shot on a card p lay-off 
but generously su g g e s 
ted each should hold the 
cup for six m onths. 
M e l Lee o f Blackburn  
w as third w ith 77.10.67.

The S ir  G ilbert Gerard  
Cup for the best g ro s s  
w as w on  by Gary 
Readett o f Blackburn  
w ith 75.

*  *  *
Derek N. Rushton  w as  

appointed Captain of 
Blackburn G olf Club at 
the A G M .

Raymond B. Sm ith  w as  
appointed Hon. Secretary  
on Dec. 22 on the death of 
Frank Shorrock.

(See Page 3)

No superstitions 
in Cheshire

THEY aren't superstitious in 
Cheshire and South M a n 
chester —  the date for the 
branch dinner w as Friday, 
13 Oct.

We haven't heard of anything 
serious going wrong at the 
Bowdon Hotel, Bowdon, 
Cheshire, so we presume the 
fates smiled kindly on the C 
and SM Branch I

Sixteen members and guests 
attended. The Loyal Toast was 
proposed by the secretary of the 
branch, Mr H. Ramsbottom, 
who also welcomed the guests 
and introduced several new 
members — David J.  Wharton, 
Simon A. Cole, Peter F. Single
ton and Michael T. J .  Bolton.

The then Chairman of Gover
nors, Mr W. Hare, replied on 
behalf of the guests.

Those attending were: (from 
Blackburn) Messrs William 
Hare, Ron Hunter, Eric Kay, Fred 
Raby and Harry King: (from the 
branch) Fred Bamford, Brian 
Batey, Denis M. Martin, Dr. 
Herman Morris, Ernest Taylor, 
Eric West, David J.  Wharton,

Simon A. Cole, Peter F. Single
ton, Michael T. J .  Bolton and 
Harold Ramsbottom.

The ladies’ evening, as usual 
was held in May.

*  *  *  

A n d re w  wins  
scholarship
Andrew  I. Evans (1971-78) 

has been awarded a Walter W. 
Ross Memorial Scholarship by 
the American organisation Beta 
Sigma, Phi, of which his mother 
is a member.

The awards are open to mem
bers and their families but com
petition is pretty fierce from all 
over the world. Andrew was one 
of only ten people to receive a 
grant this year — and the only 
person in Britain — the other 
winners are from America and 
Canada.

Andrew is going to Balliol 
College, Oxford in October to 
read engineering science.

UNILEVER 
PHYSICIST  

ELECTED TO 
TOP JOB

M R  Kenneth Durham, B.Sc. 
has been elected a vice
chairman of Unilever,joining 
a three-man special com 
mittee which co-ordinates 
the running of the group 's 
world-wide business.

He was at QEGS from 1935
41, served in the RAF and 
graduated at Manchester Uni
versity with first class honours in 
physics and was elected to a 
Hatfield Scholarship.

He joined Unilever Research, 
Port Sunlight, in 1950 as a 
physicist, and became a director 
of Unilever in 1974.

Prior to his new appointment 
he was co-ordinator of Unilver’s 
animal feeds and meat product 
businesses.

Cadet is 
commissioned 

RAF Pilot
PH IL IP  J. Bell (1969-77) 
has been commissioned a 
Pilot Officer in the Royal 
Air Force.

At the graduation ceremony 
held at the Officer Cadet Train
ing Unit, RAF Henlow, he was 
congratulated by the reviewing 
officer Air Vice-Marshall D. 
Harcourt-Smith, Commandant 
of the RAF College, Cranwell.

Philip, who gained the bronze, 
silver and gold Duke of Edin

burgh Awards at School holds a 
private pilot's licence and won a 
special flying award in 1975.

He began his flying training on 
Jet Provost aircraft at RAF 
Linton-on-Ouse.
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It's Commander Lund
M R Derrick Lund, the  
School’s dom estic bursar, 
who is chairman and 
treasurer of Blackburn's St.
John Ambulance, has been 
awarded one of the organi
sation’s top honours.

Last September he was  
invested to  the rank of Com 
mander of the Order by the  
Lord Prior, at a ceremony in 
the Order's Grand Priory 
Church, C lerkenwell.

M r Lund has been an 
active w orker in the St.
John Ambulance fo r 25 
years and is Assistant 
County Director fo r East 
Lancashire.

Vicar is appointed  
Cam bridge Chaplain

THE Rev. Keith Maudsley (1962-69) has been appointed 
Chaplain of Girton College, Cambridge combined with 
the curacy of Great St. Mary's, the University Church of 
Cambridge.

On leaving School, Keith 
proceeded to York Univer
sity and graduated Honours B.A. 
in Politics, Economics and 
Social Sciences in 1972.

He studied at Ripon Theolo
gical College, Oxford, for three 
years before taking his first 
curacy at St. Andrew's Church,
Rugby.

Before moving to Cambridge, 
he was Vicar of St. George's 
Church, Rugby.

Ann wins trip 
of a lifetime

QEGS sixth-former, Ann 
Chippendale, has won a two- 
week trip-of-a-lifetime to 
California as one of 10 winners 
from 17,000 entries in a writing 
competition organ.sed by 
Lloyds Bank.

Ann, who has just gained an 
open scholarship to read 
chemistry at Oxford, won £250 
for the School and £40 to spend 
in the USA.

Old boy, Eric West (1933-39),
Lloyds Regional Manager, pre
sented her in June with tickets 
for the August trip. We hope to 
have an account of the trip from 
Ann in the next issue.

Hip operation
OBA president, Eric Sagar,
1919-25, is making satisfactory 
progress in Our Lady of Com
passion Hospital, Blackburn, 
after a major operation on his hip.

MR MARSDEN IS 
NEW CHAIRMAN 
OF GOVERNORS

M R  E. C. Marsden has been appointed chairman of the 
school governors in succession to Mr. W. Hare.

Mr Hare (1920-29), who will 
remain on the governing body, 
has been chairman for the past
18 years, during which major 
extensions to the school have 
been made, including Ormerod 
House, the new Hall complex, 
which he himself opened, the 
Sixth Form Centre, the Horn- 
cliffe extensions and the new 
classrooms adjoining the gymna
sium.

Mr Hare, who worked with 
three headmasters, inspired the 
Appeal Funds for financing the 
new buildings and it was during 
his term of office that the school 
celebrated its Quatercentenary, 
and more recently, following the 
withdrawal of the Direct Grant, 
became an Independent School.

His father was chairman of 
governors from 1945 to 1949.

Mr Marsden (1921-31) also 
follows in his father's footsteps.
His father, Mr J .  W. Marsden was 
chairman during the period 
1919-36.

Mr Marsden is a member of 
the OB Committee and a former 
chairman of the Old Black
burnians' Association.

His position as Vice-chairman 
of governors is taken by another 
old boy, Mr J . S. Singleton, 
whose father, Mr G. F. Singleton 
was also a governor of the 
school.

Accountant 
passes finals

M r  David Alan Gorton  (1960
67) has passed the final public 
examination of the Chartered 
Institute of Public Finance and 
Accountancy.

Mr Gorton began his local 
government career in 1968 at 
Darwen and transferred to 
Burnley in 1972 where he is 
now senior accountant with 
Burnley Council.

£220r000 for bursaries |
M E M B E R S  o f the A ssoc iation  w ill be pleased to =
know  that at the time o f go ing  to  press, the |
Appeal Fund has reached the splendid sum  of |
£ 220,000.

The Governors, Headm aster and the Old =
Blackburn ians' A ssoc iation  are m ost grateful =
to the many old boys w ho have contributed so  =
generously to the Appeal.

The Appeal Fund w ill remain open and w e feel |
sure that there is quite a number o f Old Boys =
w ho have not yet subscribed but are still w illing =
to make a donation or enter into a Deed o f |
Covenant.

W e should be pleased if those Old B lack
burnians w ho w ish  to contribute w ould contact |
me direct or M r  Hunter, the School Bursar. =
Either of us w ould  be glad to receive donations =
or send the appropriate Deed o f Covenant.

H.K. |
s
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M R  S IN G L E T O N

John  plays 
squash fo r  

Britain
JO H N  H. Duckworth was 
one of Britain's represen
tatives at squash matches 
held in Nigeria earlier this 
year.

John is an outstanding squash 
player and is the Greater Man
chester champion.

Ranked 16th in Great Britain 
he has won the Scottish Masters 
Tournament in Glasgow as well 
as other tournaments at Crewe 
and Wrexham.

He was at School from 1960
71 and proceeded to Kent 
University where he graduated 
B.Sc. Honours Chemistry. He 
is now a financial director in 
Manchester and lives in Dids- 
bury.

Scientific Officer 
awarded M.B.E.

M r  A. W . C ressw ell was
awarded the M.B.E. in the 1979 
New Year's Honours List. He 
was at QEGS from 1933-38, and 
served in the RAF during the 
war before joining the Royal 
Aeronautical Establishment at 
Farnborough.
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i r s  GOODBYE FROM THEM

MR Eric H. Brindle head
master of St. Matthews C.E. 
Primary School, Blackburn, 
retired at the end of last 
summer term.

Mr Brindle, who was at QEGS 
from 1926-33,*]trained*at Saltley 
College, Birmingham and began

teaching in 1939 at St. Peter’s 
Secondary School, Blackburn.

During the war, he saw active 
service in Normandy and North 
West Europe with the East 
Lancashire Regiment, winning 
the Bronze Cross of the Nether
lands for the role he played in 
the liberation of Holland.

He returned to St. Peter’s in 
1945 and became deputy head in 
1950. Two years later, he was 
appointed head of Emmanuel 
Primary School, Blackburn, 
where he served for 21 years 
before going to St. Matthews.

He was head of St. Peter’s 
Evening Institute between 1950

and 1961 and has been secretary 
and also president of the Black
burn branch of the National 
Association of Head Teachers.

Mr Brindle is actively associa
ted with St. Gabriel’s Church, 
Blackburn, and is a member of 
the Blackburn Deanery Synod.

R O B E R T  C O L B E R T
(George Calvert)

^  H ig h  class decorator ^

Decorating Contractor to 

Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School 

Full range of Exclusive Designs

ALSO LARGE SELECTION OF 

HAND PRINTED WALLPAPERS

All work personally supervised :: Estimates with pleasure

Residence:
Sales and Showroom :

40 LONGSHAW LANE
182 SMEAR BROW BLACKBURN

BLACKBURN Te’ephone 662800

THOMAS BRIGGS
(B L A C K B U R N ) LTD.

P R I N T E R S

B O O K B I N D E R S  

S T A T I O N  E R S

C A T A L O G U E S  M A G A Z I N E S  B R O C H U R E S  P O S TE R S  

A C C O U N T  B O O K S  L O O S E - L E A F  S H E E T S  S T A T I O N E R Y

DUKE STREET • NORTHGATE • BLACKBURN 

TEL. 55651
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Headmaster 
presents award 

at Oxford
THE Oxford branch held 
two dinners last year. The 
first, in March, had been 
postponed from the pre
vious November to enable 
the Headmaster M r Jo h n 
ston to attend.

A full account of this dinner 
appeared in Magister 22.

The second function was held 
on Nov. 24 in the Oscar Wilde 
room, Magdalen College, where 
about a dozen undergraduates 
are in residence — the largest 
contingent from any one school, 
we are told.

The event was organised by 
Mr Clifford J .  Garrett, who 
presided.

Following an excellent meal, 
Mr Tariq Ahmad proposed the 
loyal toast. The President then 
welcomed the guests and pro
posed the toast to the School.

The Headmaster in his reply 
said the school was in good 
shape, mentioned the events, 
activities and successes 
achieved since his earlier "state 
of the union" report the previous 
February.

At the close of his speech, the 
Headmaster presented the com
memorative trophy awarded to 
Andrew J.  Aspin by the Bio
logical Council for outstanding 
merit in the 1978 biological 
sciences examinations (Ad
vanced Level) of the Joint 
Matriculation Examining Board.

Mr Aspin, who left School in 
Ju ly 1978, won an Open 
Scholarship in natural sciences 
at Magdalen College, Oxford, 
where he is reading medicine.

Those attending were:
From the university— A. C. 
Jackson, M. Atherton, E. J. 
Hawkes, A. D. Goudie, M. J. 
Kay, N. R. Holden, P. J .  Duck
worth, A. J .  Aspin, Rachel 
Baggaley, P. R. Parkinson, G. R. 
Foster, C. J .  Garratt, T. Ahmad, 
W. J .  Routh.
Representing the Cambridge 
undergraduates: G. M. Gabbutt.

From Blackburn—Mr P. F. 
Johnston (Headmaster), Mr
E. C. Marsden (Vice-chairman 
of Governors), Mr E. J .  Kay 
(staff), and Mr H. King.

Resident in the Oxford area— 
Mr C. P. Waring, Mr A. Eastham 
and the Rev. P. Mayhew (former 
member of staff), and from 
further afield the Rev. T. L. 
Walsh (Cumbria).

WARM FRIENDSHIPS AT
25 DEG. BELOW

THE Canadian Branch of 
the Old B la ckbu rn ian s 'A s
sociation, based at Ca l
gary, continues to be as 
active as ever.

The group met formally 
on Oct. 14 and Feb. 24. On

FIRST LADIES DINNER
T H E  A sso c ia t io n 's  first ladies dinner w as  held at 
the Starkie Arm s, Clitheroe. on Friday, Oct. 6 .

The event w as  initiated and organ ised by Ken 
Forbes w ho opened the evening w ith the Selkirk  
Grace.

A  very excellent seven-course dinner w as  en
joyed by the 54 w ho attended, consistin g  o f  
members, w ives and guests.

After the meal, the President, M r  J. E. Sagar. 
proposed the Loyal T oast and the Headmaster, 
M r  P. F. Johnston, told of the progress o f the 
bursary fund w hich is  to help finance deserving  
students to attend Q E G S.

Those attending we e: Mr & Mrs J .  E. Sagar Mr & Mrs T. Hindle, 
Mr & Mrs R. Smith, Mr & Mrs E. Fairhurst, Mr & Mrs G ’ J.  Birtwistle, 
Mr & Mrs J. F. Duckworth, Mr & Mrs W- H. Proctor, Mr & Mrs K. v! 
Newton, Mr & Mrs H. King, Mr & Mrs D. I. Forbes, Mr & Mrs J  
Warner' Mr & Mrs S. H. Tart, Mr & Mrs H. lsherwood.,Mr & Mrs M. J. 
Walker, Mr & Mrs R. Hunter, Mr & Mrs P. F. Johnston’ Mr & Mrs F. 
Gillibrand Mr & Mrs R. W. Taylor, Mr & Mrs Ken Forbes, Mr & Mrs B. 
Birtwistle Mr & Mrs A. Blackshaw, Or & Mrs T. Riley, Mr & Mrs G. R. 
Caton, Mr & Mrs N. Isherwood, Mr & Mrs H. Joseph, Mr & Mrs N. R. 
Haworth; Mr J .  S. Read and Mr R. Smethurst.

See Page 10 for details of the 1979 Ladies Evening. 
Contact Roger Smith, 102 Yew Tree Drive, Blackburn. 
Tel. 4717^ for details.

the latter occasion the out
side temperature was minus 
25 degrees C but that didn't 
interfere with the convivial 
evening at Becky 's Bistro 
in Calgary.

Those present were 
Roger Maltby (1948-53), 
Robert Darwent (1947-54), 
Alan Lomax (1949-56), 
Roger G. Pilkington (1950 
59), John  Morris (1 960 
67), and Roy A. Ashcroft 
(1945-52).

•  We reminded our 
Canada Branch members 
that this winter we had a 
taste of their kind of weather 
and found it somewhat un
appetising I

Other news from  
Canada: Dr. H. F. Grundy 
(1931-37), Vice-Master of 
Trinity Hall College, Cam 
bridge, is spending six 
months of a sabbatical 
year in Vancouver. The 
first six months were spent 
in New Zealand.

Dr. David F. Horobin 
(1951-53) is Professor of 
Physiology in Montreal.

London  honours treasurer
THE Annual Dinner and A G M  of the 
London Branch was held on Friday, 
March 30 at the Cafe Royal, Regent 
Street, London.

Fifty-four members and their ladies attended 
including, from Blackburn, the Headmaster, 
attending for the first time since his appoint
ment, Mr H. King, Mr W. E. Metcalfe and Mr
H. Burrows. Also present was Mr B. H. 
Kemball-Cooke, Headmaster of the School 
from 1956 to 1965, now retired and living in 
East Grindstead.

The meal comprised hors d' oeuvres Cafe 
Royal, epaule de mouton farcie Oscar Wilde, 
haricots verts au beurre, pommes boulangere, 
souffle Vesuvius aux cerises noires, and coffee.

The chairman, Mr Scott Allen, proposed the 
Loyal Toast, then, in a characteristic speech 
he proposed the toast to the School and guests, 
to which the Headmaster replied in a splendid 
"state of the union" speech in which he re
called the highlights of the year at QEGS.

Mr King, having been "instructed" to sing

for his supper, reported on the activities of the 
OBA and Old Boys in general.

After the speeches, came the annual 
meeting at which Mr Ray Vipond was made a 
life president of the London Branch for his 
services to the branch over many years.

The following officers were re-elected: Mr 
J . S. Allen, chairman; Mr E. Race, secretary 
and Mr R. Vipond, treasurer.

Mr Roger Duckworth, who is in the civil 
service and recently moved to London was 
elected to the committee.

Miss Clare Stevens, an undergraduate at 
Queen Mary's College, and Mr Mark Richard
son, a post-graduate student at Queen 
Elizabeth's College, were also elected.

Next year's dinner and AGM has been fixed 
for Friday, March 7, 1980.

Anyone interested in the various activities of 
the London Branch is invited to get in touch 
with the Honorary Secretary, Mr Eric Race, of 
9 Willowmead Square, Marlow, Bucks. SL7 
1 HP. Tel. Marlow (06284) 2757.

E.R./H.K.



Chris Holden in 
the Sudan
continued from Page 10

Despite being amongst the 
poorest countries in the world, 
having an average per capita in
come of around 50 dollars a 
month, the people are remarkably 
happy and there are very few 
beggars even in Khartoum. 
Those beggars that there are are 
usually severly handicapped by 
leprosy or results of the exodus 
of Eritreans from Northern 
Ethiopia in the phase of aggres
sion from the Mengistu regime.

As I arrived back in Wad 
Medani I made the usual round 
of the shops where there is the 
occasional possibility of ac
quiring some European style 
food at black market rates. It was 
a good day, as I was able to 
scoop a kilo of butter for £5 and 
several tins of herrings (a gift 
from the West German govern
ment) selling for a mere £1 per 
tin. Heinz baked beans are re
garded as the ultimate among 
the ex-patriate community as 
they seem to be a barometer as to 
the supply of other "luxury 
foods". However, these have 
not been seen for several months. 
We look to these imported food 
stuffs as a little bit of a luxury al
though in fact the locally grown 
food is excellent. The Nile 
makes the areas around Wad 
Medani very fertile and all man
ner of fruit and vegetables are 
available, e.g. water melon, 
aubergines, courgettes, bananas 
and the most enormous grape
fruits imaginable.

A major topic of conversation 
among ex-patriates at the 
moment is the proposed laws 
to ban alcohol. This is widely re
garded as a sop to Saudi Arabia, 
with its stronger Muslim beliefs, 
upon who Sudan is dependent 
for money to fund many of the 
development projects. Sudan, 
due to its enormous size, is 
Muslim in the North but Chris
tian or pagan in the South and 
accordingly the law looks like 
being a hodge-podge in the best 
Arabic tradition. They propose 
that Muslims will be ineligible 
either to buy, sell or drink 
alcohol but that non-Muslims 
may buy, sell and drink provided 
Muslims are not involved. As, 
however, many Muslims are 
strong drinkers the general 
effect is likely to be an inflation 
in prices as alcohol becomes 
more scarce.

It's now time to think about 
closing this letter. The sun is 
dipping behind the mosques to 
the west and it's time to go to 
the Club and take the daily in
fusion of alcohol which makes it 
possible to get to sleep despite 
the unremitting heat.
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J. A. W hittaker in a letter 
accompanying his amended 
Banker's Order to accommodate 
the new subscription rates, 
tells us that early last year he 
spent several months super
vising the installation of two 
large hydraulic systems in the 
dewatering complex of Dubai 
Dry Dock in the United Arab 
Emirates.

He is now back in Coventry 
supervising a small section in 
the services department of 
Keelavite Hydraulics, a Lucas 
company.

Mr Whittaker graduated B.Sc. 
Honours Mechanical Engineer
ing at Lanchester Polytechnic in 
1975 and was elected a gradu
ate member of the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers. He lives 
in Coventry.

David Co llison  (1958-68) 
in sending us his new address, 
tells us that he is now working as 
group accountant with Thomas 
Tilling Ltd, an industrial holding 
company, in London.

David graduated B.A. Honours 
Chemistry, at Oriel College, 
Oxford in 1972 and took up 
articles with Robson Rhodes, a 
firm of chartered accountants in 
the City of London, qualifying in 
1975.

He married in December and 
is living in Putney.

*  *  *

Graeme W. Preston writes to 
say that he has been appointed 
to a post with the Commission 
of the European Communities in 
Brussels where he now lives.

Graeme was at QEGS from 
1966-73 and studied at North 
East London Polytechnic
where he gained a Higher
National Diploma in Business 
Studies.

His first post was with the 
Manpower Services Com
mission.

Tom  Southw orth  (1948
54) has been appointed HM 
Consul in Thailand. He was ap
pointed vice-consul in Thailand 
in 1975 and last year was pro
moted Second Secretary in the 
Diplomatic Service.

He has been closely con
nected with the case of Rita 
Nightingale, the Blackburn girl 
jailed for 20 years over a drug 
offence.

It was reported in the previous 
edition Miss Nightingale had 
returned home. It was her sister 
who returned after visiting Rita, 
who is still in prison.

*  *  *

In a recent letter Mr David 
Slater (1960-66) tells us that he 
and his family spent two and a 
half years in Sharjah, U.A.E. 
returning to the U.K. last Decem
ber. He now lives in Malmesbury, 
Wiltshire.

*  *  *  *  *  *

THE Rev. John Musgrave Shorrock (1941-46) has been appointed 
Priest-in-Charge at Bredgar with Bicknor and Huckinge, Sitting- 
bourne, Kent.

Mr Shorrock was head chorister at Blackburn Cathedral from 
1939 to 1943. He was ordained in 1956 and served his first curacy at 
Fleetwood Parish Church. In 1967 he was appointed a minor canon 
of Canterbury Cathedral.

Before moving to Kent, he was Vicar of St. George s Church, 
Chorley.

^iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiuiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiHiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii|

1 GORDON WINS WINDOW' TROPHY I
3  =

O B A  c o m m i t t e e  

m e m b e r ,  G o r d o n  

B i r t w i s t l e  ( 1 9 4 7 

5 4 )  m a n a g e r  o f  

c h e m i s t s ,  J .  

B i r t w i s t l e  L t d ,  

o f  W h a l l e y  N e w  

R d ,  B l a c k b u r n ,  

r e c e i v e s  t h e  

C h a m b e r  o f  

T r a d e  W i n d o w  

D r e s s i n g  T r o p h y  

f r o m  t h e  M a y o r  

o f  B l a c k b u r n ,  

C o u n c i l l o r  F r a n k  

H u l m e ,  w a t c h e d  

b y  o n e  o f  t h e  

w o m e n  w h o  

w h o  m a d e  t h e  

d i s p l a y ,  M r s  

P e g g y  C r o s s m a n .
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W E D D I N G  B E L L S
THE Rev. Dr Alan 
Sow erbutts (1960
66) o f St. Peter’s 
Parish Church, Sales- 
bury, married Miss  
J ill Hamer o f Burn
ley. The wedding took  
place last August at 
St. Peter’s and the  
Bishop of Blackburn, 
the Rt. Rev. Robert 
Martineau officiated  
at the ceremony.

★ *  *
IAN Sadler (1966-73) 
was married last 
November to  M iss  
Barbara Rone of 
Ramsgate, w ho he 
m et at Charlotte  
Mason College of 
Education, Amble- 
side. Ian and his w ife  
are living and w orking  
in Ambleside.

♦ *  *
M R John David Gar- 
side (1958-68) was  
married in August

M r Thomas W . Edwardson (1960-70) was  
married to  M iss Lynne Roney of Great Harwood, 
in January 1979. They live in Dukes Brow, 
Blackburn.
1978 to  teacher M iss  
M argaret Ann
Stephenson, at St. 
Michael and All 
Angels Church, Pir- 
bright, Surrey.

David is a chartered  
engineer w ith  IC I.

T R A V E L  A G E N T S
T O U R S  B Y  A IR  A N D  CO A C H
A G E N T S  FOR L E A D IN G

T O U R  C O M P A N IE S

J. & F. ASPDEN
(Blackburn) Ltd
Travel Services

3 Park Road, 

Blackburn, Lancs. 

Telephone 52323

23 Railway Road, 
Darwen, Lancs. 

Telephone 71127

QEGS CHOICE FOR TRAVEL

Andrew R. Churchill 
(1960-67) w as m ar
ried in April 1978 to  
M  iss Jenny Adams of 
Johannesburg.

Andrew w ho gradu
ated in 1970 at Christ 
Church College, Ox
ford, w ith  firs t class 
honours in Physics, 
is now in South Africa  
w orking fo r the  
South African Atom ic  
Energy Board. He and 
his w ife  live in 
Pretoria.

Alec J. Simpson (1965
72), married Miss  
Stephanie J. Crawshaw  
at St. Leonard's Church, 
Sandridge, St. Albans.

Alec, is a form er m em 
ber o f Blackburn Cathe
dral choir and is now a 
scientific officer at 
Thetford, Norfolk. On 
leaving school, he 
studied at Hatfield  
Polytechnic where he 
gained an honours B.Sc. 
degree in Applied 
Biology.

Peter S. Hartley (1965
72) married M iss Chris
tine M . Bury a t St. 
Gabriel's Church, Black
burn, in April. They live 
in Kestrel Close, Black
burn.

M R Graham D ickin
son, LL.B (1965-72) 
w as married in 
August 1978 to  M iss  
Anne Elisabeth An
drew s of Bradford. 
Graham has recently 
qualified as a solicitor 
and is practising in 
Birmingham.

M r Brian R. Nelson (1964-74) was married  
earlier this year to  M iss Susan Brown, of 
Dalkeith, a t Kirkcaldy Old Parish Church, 
Scotland.

Brian, graduated Honours B.Sc. in Ecological 
Sciences at Edinburgh University last year, 
w here he m et his w ife . They w ill live in Camper- 
down Park, Dundee. Brian is a naturalist and 
ranger.
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Old Boy’s
NEWS IN BRIEF

J. W. A insw orth  (1968-75), 
Graduated B.Eng., Class 2, Div. 
2, Hons. Civil and Structural 
Engineering, Sheffield Univer
sity. Appointed Assistant 
Engineer with Rotherham 
Borough Council.
P. A insw orth, M.A., B.Sc.
(1961-66), Appointed Lecturer 
in the Social Administration De
partment, Manchester Univer
sity.
I. M . A lderson  (1968-74), 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. English, Nottingham 
University.

B. G. Aldred, M .A. (1961-69), 
Appointed Assistant Chief 
Internal Auditor, Cheshire 
County Council.
D. M . A llsop  (1955-63), 
Graduated B.Sc., Physics,
C.N.A.A., Preston Polytechnic.
F. G. A ske w  (1958-68), Ap
pointed Deputy Headmaster, 
Birchwood C.E. Primary School, 
Warrington.
P. A. A tw ood  (1970-74), 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Operational Research, 
Christ's College, Cambridge 
University. Appointed to a post 
with Coopers and Lybrand, 
Chartered Accountants, London.

D. J. Baldw in (1967-75), 
Graduated B.Sc., Quantity Sur
veying, Trent Polytechnic. Ap
pointed Quantity Surveyor, 
Crudens Ltd., Warrington.
R. F. Barker, B.A. (1965-71), 
Graduated M.B.,B.Chir., Down
ing College, Cambridge Univer
sity.
S. J. Barnes (1969-75), 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Food Science, Reading 
University. Appointed Trainee 
Manager, Express Dairy Co. Ltd.

Successes
M . W . Barton (1968-74), 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Occupational Psychology, 
University of Wales, Cardiff.

I. C. Batey (1947-52), Ap
pointed Assistant Manager, 
National Westminster Bank, 
Crewe.
R. N. H. Benson (1965-75). 
Graduated LL.B., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Law, Queen Mary College, 
London University. Articled with 
Turner, Peacock, Solicitors, 
London.

K. F. B lackshaw  (1943-49), 
Promoted Financial Director on 
all boards of Dorman Smith 
Holdings.
E. R. B lackshaw . M .A. (1945
54), Appointed Manager of 
Computer Services, Notting
ham City Council.

I. Bolton. F.R.C.O. (1969-76), 
Awarded the Royalton Kisch 
Prize for Music, Clare College. 
Cambridge University.

J. R. Bradburne, LL.B. (1967
74), Passed the Law Society 
Part 2 Qualifying Examination.

R. E. Brindle (1955-65), 
Graduated B A Geography, 
London University (External).

P. G. Britcliffe (1967-74), 
Graduated LL.B., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Law, Leicester University.

C. R. J. Bury (1964-74), 
Graduated LL.B, Class 2, Div. 1. 
Hons. Law, Hull University. 
Articled with George Davis & 
Co., Solicitors, Manchester.
R. W. Bury (1968-75), Gradu
ated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, Hons. 
Physiology, Manchester Univer
sity.
A. Butler (1968-74), Gradu
ated B.A., Hons. Classics,
Leicester University.
A. J. Campbell (1965-74), 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Hons. 
Physics, Magdalen College,
Oxford University. Appointed to 
a post in Systems Development, 
Post Office Telecommunications, 
Ipswich.
D. I. Cassidy, B.Sc. (1971 -73)
Awarded post-graduate Certifi
cate of Education, Sheffield
University. Appointed Assistant 
Biology Teacher, Prescot School, 
Merseyside.
M . A. Churchill (1968-74), 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Medical Studies, Guy's 
Hospital, London University.
M . Clark (1968-75), Gradu
ated B A Class 2, Div. 2, Hons 
Economics and Politics, War
wick University. Appointed 
Trainee Accountant, Porter, 
Matthews and Marsden, Char
tered Accountants, Blackburn. 
P. B. Clayton (1956-63), Ap
pointed Deputy Head, Welling
ton Middle School, Leeds. 
Sub-Lt. R. G. G. C o llis  (1966 
73), Graduated B.Sc., Electrical 
Engineering, Royal Naval En
gineering College, Plymouth.
A. J. Conw ay (1967-75), 
Graduated B.Sc., First Class 
Hons. Civil Engineering, Univer
sity of Manchester Institute of 
Science and Technology. Ap
pointed graduate Civil Engineer, 
Fairclough Civil Engineering Ltd.
J. IM. Dent (1967-74), Gradu
ated B.A., Hons. Geography 
Queen's College, Oxford Univer
sity.
N. A. D ickinson  (1969-75), 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Hons. 
Chemistry, Queen Mary College, 
London University.
Dr. G. N. Entw istle  (1953-61) 
Appointed Consultant Obstreti- 
cian and Gynaecologist, War
rington General Hospital.
C. R. F lintoff (1966-72), Ap
pointed Horticultural Officer, 
Metropolitan Borough of Roch
dale.
D. N. Fordyce, M .A. (1955
66), Appointed Productiou
Director, Perrite Ltd., Chorley, 
rubber and plastic manufacturers
C. J. Foster (1968-75),
Graduated B.A., Hons. Archi
tecture, School of Architecture, 
Liverpool University.

P. W. Geldeard (1969-75), 
Passed the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants P.E. I Examination.
T. C. G illison  (1969-75), 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Agriculture, University of 
Wales, Aberystwyth.
E. S. Gorton (1968-75), 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Accounting and Financial 
Management, Sheffield Univer
sity.
M. G. G rim shaw  (1966-73), 
Graduated B.Sc., Hons. Animal 
Production, Newcastle Univer
sity.
S. J. Hardm an-Lea (1966-74) 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Hons. 
Physiological Sciences, Mag
dalen College, Oxford Univer
sity.
R. P. Harrison (1965-75), 
Awarded Higher National 
Diploma in Hotel and Catering 
Administration, Hollings Faculty 
of Manchester Polytechnic. Ap
pointed Trainee Manager, Em
bassy Hotels, Allied Breweries.
E. J. H aw kes (1968-74), 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Hons. 
Mathematics, Magdalen College, 
Oxford University.
W. J. Haw orth (1968-74), 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 1, 
with distinction in French Oral, 
Hons. Modern Languages, St. 
Chad's College, Durham Univer
sity.
B. D. Heaton (1940-46), Ap
pointed Manager of the Bridgend 
Branch of Midland Bank Ltd.
R. H. Helm, B.Sc. (1967-73), 
Graduated M.B.,B.Ch., Medical 
School, Liverpool University.
P. D. Henry (1969-75), 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Hons. 
History, Corpus Christi College, 
Oxford University. Appointed 
Computer Programmer, Esso 
Petroleum Co. Ltd., London.

H M i

¥
P. W. Hobkirk  (1951-58), Re
elected to serve on the em" 
ployers' section of the Man
power Services Commission. 
Elected President of Blackburn 
Chamber of Trade. Mr Hobkirk 
is managing director of William 
Hobkirk and Son (Sewing 
Machines) Ltd. and a life mem
ber of the OBA.
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OLD BOYS’ SUCCESSES cont.
I. Holden, B.Sc. (1965-72), 
Appointed to a post as Research 
Chemist, Radiochemical Centre, 
Amersham.
P. D. Isherw ood (1966-75), 
Graduated B.Sc., First Class 
Hons. Chemistry, Birmingham 
University. Appointed Produc
tion Management Trainee, 
Sanderson's Fabrics Ltd., Ux
bridge.

C. W. Kinder (1967-75), 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Politics, Philosophy and 
Economics, Magdalen College, 
Oxford University.

A. T. K ing (1966-75), Gradu
ated B.A., Class 2, Div. 2, Hons. 
English and American Literature, 
Warwick University.
S. D. Lancashire (1962-69), 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Philosophy and Soci
ology, Keele University.
Rev. K. M audsley, M .A.
(1962-69), Appointed Chaplain 
of Girton College, Cambridge, 
combined with the curacy of 
Great St. Mary's, the University 
Church of Cambridge.
M . R. M cA lliste r (1969-75), 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Microbiology and Virol
ogy, Warwick University.

I. C. M oore  (1965-74), Gradu
ated B.A., Class 2, Hons. Law, 
Keble College, Oxford Univer
sity. Appointed Articled Clerk, 
Vaudrey Osborne, Mellor, Ltd., 
Manchester.

R. S. M oore  (1967-74), 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Hons. 
Biochemistry, Corpus Christi 
College, Oxford University.
B. R. Nelson (1964-74), 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Ecological Sciences, with 
honours in Resource Manage
ment, Edinburgh University.
R. J. Nelson, B.A. (1966-73). 
Graduated M.B., B.Chir., Christ's 
College, Cambridge University.

I. K. Newm an, A .R.I.C.S.
(1946-55), Appointed Manager, 
Blackburn office, G. F. Singleton 
& Co., industrial valuers and 
assessors.

R. A. Norm an (1966-75), 
Graduated B.Sc., First Class 
Hons. Mathematics, Liverpool 
University. Appointed to a post 
with Price, Waterhouse, Char
tered Accountants in Liverpool.

G. Oldham  (1968-75), Gradu
ated B.Sc., Hons. Biology, 
eeds University.

C. D. Parkinson (1968-74), 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Engineering Science, Van 
Mildert College, Durham Uni
versity.
F. J. Parkinson (1967-74), 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Engineering Science, St. 
John's College, Durham Uni
versity. Appointed junior En
gineer with Courtaulds Ltd., 
at Grimsby.
J. C. Pinder (1969-75), 
Graduated LL.B., Hons. Law, 
Hull University.

P. M . Pratt, B.Sc. (1967-74), 
Passed the final professional 
examination of the Opthalmic 
Joint Board, British Opthalmic 
Association. Spectaclemakers' 
Company and the Scottish Op
tical Association.
G. W. Preston (1966-73), 
Appointed to a post with the 
Commission of the European 
Communities in Brussels.
S. M . R ichardson (1974-75), 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Cell Molecular Biology, 
King's College, London Univer
sity.

I. M . R o ss  (1961-70), Gradu
ated B.A., Class 2, Div. 1, Hons. 
Peace Studies, Bradford Univer
sity.

I. S. R o ss  (1968-75), Gradu
ated B.Sc., Hons. Zoology, 
Nottingham University.
J. R. G. Rutherford (1965
75), Graduated B.A., Econ., 
Class 2, Div. 2, Hons. Economics 
Manchester University.
D. J. Ryden (1967-74)' 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 2’ 
Hons. Psychology, Peterhouse 
College, Cambridge University.

S. H. Schofied (1969-75), 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Botany, Liverpool Univer
sity.
P. F. Singleton  (1970-75), 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Philosophy, Manchester 
University.

G. Sm ith (1968-75), Gradu
ated B.A., Class 2, Div. 2, Hons. 
Economics, Lancaster Univer
sity. Appointed to a post with 
Neville Russell, Chartered Ac
countants, Wakefield.

C. P. Sm ith ies (1966-73), 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Agricultural Science, 
Leeds University. Appointed a 
Technical Sales Representative, 
Hoechst, Agrochemicals, North
ampton.

A. W. Stratton (1968-75), 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Economics, Lancaster 
University. Appointed trainee 
accountant, Spicer and Pegler, 
Manchester.
J. Sw anney (1968-75), 
Graduated LL.B., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Law, Sheffield University. 
Articled to an Accrington firm of 
Solicitors.
J. E. Tabor (1968-74), 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Hons. 
Physiological Sciences, Trinity 
College, Oxford University.
M . Thom pson  (1945-49), 
Appointed Treasurer of Scapa 
Group Ltd. also appointed 
President of the North West 
Society of Chartered Accoun
tants.
S. Thornley (1965-75),
Awarded Higher National 
Diploma in Business Studies 
Bolton Institute of Technology
R. T ow nson  (1968-75),
Graduated LL.B., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Law, Manchester Univer
sity.

M . Turton (1967-75), Gradu
ated B.A., Class 2, Div. 1, Hons. 
English and American Literature, 
Kent University.
D. A. Verity (1965-74), 
Graduated LL.B., Class 2, Div. 2, 
Hons. Law, Leicester University. 
J. I. W addicor (1968-75), 
Graduated B.Sc., Class 2, Div. 1, 
Hons. Chemistry, Leeds Uni
versity.
D. M . W atson  (1967-74), 
Graduated B.A., Hons. En
gineering Science and Eco
nomics, Exeter College, Oxford 
University. Appointed to a post 
in the Finance Department, 
Massey Ferguson, Coventry.
M . J. W hittaker (1964-69), 
Graduated B.A., Class 2, Hons. 
Metallurgy, Exeter College. 
Oxford University. Appointed to 
a research post. Turner Newall 
Ltd., Rochdale.
N. A. W orsw ick  (1965-75), 
Awarded Higher National 
Diploma with Design Module, 
Mechanical Engineering, Pres
ton Polytechnic.

M.Sc. in chemical Engineering
Mr D. Martin Comberbach (1967-74) has been awarded an 

M.Sc. degree in chemical engineering at University College, 
London. He graduated B.Sc. Honours Biochemistry at Manchester 
University in 1977 where he is now reading for his Ph.D. in corrosion 
sciences.

We've gone COMPREHENSIVE. . . .

A  vast, comprehensive range of hardware, 

gardening aids, tools and household items at 

discount prices

MELLORCRAFT
28 Carter Fold,

M ellor, Nr. Blackburn.

Toys, unusual gifts, fancy goods always in stock 

Ample free parking Free Delivery

MELLORCRAFT-
the C O M PR EH EN S IV E  village department store
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Vice Chancellor is Speech Day guest
D A M E  Rosem ary Murray, DBE, M.A., D.Phil., deputy vice
Chancellor o f Cam bridge University, w ill be chief guest at 
School speech day at K ing G eorge 's Hall on Sept. 28. Dame  
Rosem ary, 65, is  president o f New  Hall College, Cam bridge. 
She graduated in chem istry at Lady M argaret Hall, Oxford.

After w ar service a s  an experimental officer w ith the 

Adm iralty S ign a ls  Estab lishm ent, she w as appointed  

lecturer at G irton College, Cam bridge, then tutor in 1951, 

tutor-in -charge in 1954 and president o f New  Hall in 1964.

Footballers win appeal over
THE Old Blackburnians' 
Football Club, which 
was banned on April 18 
from selling drinks for 12 
months, had the ban 
lifted on Appeal at Pres
ton Crown Court on 
June 26.

The club had its registra
tion certificate cancelled 
by licensing magistrates in 
April. A  police raid on the 
club last year resulted in 
three members of the com 
mittee being fined in Janu 
ary for illegally supplying 
intoxicating liquor.

Chairman of the club, Mr. 
Steve Tart, said "It should be 
understood that the three club 
members convicted were 
charged in their capacity as bar 
committee members and none of 
them were on the premises.

Judge William Openshaw said 
at the appeal it was clear there 
had been breaches of the law 
and Blackburn magistrates had 
been right to cancel the regis
tration but, he said: "We must 
look at the effect of the can
cellation,

"The first thing which comes 
to mind is that this is the type of 
club which should be en
couraged

It does good work for charity 
and provides opportunity for 
healthy recreation for other 
people They must have other 
means of raising money other 
than from subscriptions

One way is a licensed club.

licence ban
He said the ban would prob

ably have meant the end of the 
club. He lifted the ban but 
allowed the cancellation to 
stand because it was essential 
that the magistrates "should 
have proper control over the 
club in future "

Club treasurer, Francis Riley, 
told the judge bar takings had 
fallen considerably after the 
police raid in 1978 and the club 
would probably have folded if 
the ban had remained

Dr Gordon Bland, president 
of Brockhall Special School 
Appeal Fund told the judge how 
the club had raised hundreds of 
pounds for the school 

He felt the club should have 
have had "civic recognition" 
rather than find itself banned 
from functioning

S P O R T S  R E P O R T
Season 1978-79 proved to be 

fruitless for the Old Blacks AFC, 
but a greatly improved season

was enjoyed by the first XI.
After losing the first league fix

ture of the season and losing to 
Nelson in the first round of the 
FA Vase, the first XI remained 
unbeaten until the middle of 
March, and were contending 
with Burnley Belvedere for the 
Premier Division leadership. 
However a poor run of results 
around Easter saw the team fall 
away and they finished with a 
playing record of:

P W  D L F A  Pts
30 14 5 11 57 52 33

They also had a good run in 
the Lancashire Amateur Cup, 
eventually losing to Heywood 
Old Boys after a replay in the 
quarter finals.

Due to the particularly ad
verse weather during Decem
ber, January and February, and 
consequently the high number 
of postponed fixtures, the 
League Management Com
mittee decided that, with the

A  REAL G E N T L E M A N  . . .
THE Rev. Donald Rydings has been chosen 
"Gentleman of the Year" by Women's World 
magazine and Southern Comfort, the drinks 
firm.

Mr Rydings, who was at Q EG S from 1946 
52, is the Vicar of Great Missenden, Bucks. He 
was entered for the competition by his wife 
Judith, who said: " People are always saying 
how kind he is. He always has time to listen."

exception of first teams, all 
other sides would complete
fixtures only until the end of 
April, and many fixtures have to 
remain unplayed.

In this situation, a run of 
three consequetive defeats for 
the club's second eleven ended 
any possibility of them re
taining the Premier Division
Reserves Trophy they won last 
year.

They finished the season 
strongly, and are optimistic of 
recapturing the cup next season. 
Their final playing record was :

P W  D L F A  Pts
21 12 5 4 46 21 29

The third eleven enjoyed a 
good season but were never 
quite in the hunt for prizes after 
drawing a considerable number 
of their early fixtures, but having 
only lost two matches all season, 
this was probably their best 
year for some time, and were a 
match for any side in their 
division.

The fourth team players en
joyed their season immensely 
despite being unable to achieve 
a single victory until the very 
last match of the season.

The playing records of the 3rd 
and 4th teams were:
3rd and 4th

P W  D L F A  Pts
19 9 8 2 46 32 26

19 1 7 11 35 55 9

0  A  notable honour for the 
Club w as  the selection of 
Brian Hardcastle as C ap 
tain o f the L.A.L. represen
tative side for all their fix 
tures th is season.



OLD BLACKBURNIANS' ASSOCIATION

Dinner & Dance Ticket Application

A Dinner and Dance w ill be held by the Association  

at The Swan and Royal Hotel, Clitheroe, 

on Friday, 5th October, 1979.

The Derek M aurice 4 w ill play fo r dancing.

T ickets are priced a t £6.50 per head and 

applications m ust be restricted to  100 persons.

Please subm it your application as soon as possible to :

Roger Smith  

102 Y ew  Tree Drive 

Blackburn BB2 YD J

A stamped addressed envelope w ill be appreciated

Please send me tickets  fo r the Dinner Dance on Friday, 5th October,

1979, a t £6.50 each fo r w hich I enclose rem m ittance o f £ ..............  (cheques

should be made payable to  Old Blackburnians' Association).

Name.....  ..............  ..........................................................................

Address ............................................................................................

Tel.



OLD BLACKBURNIANS’ ASSOCIATION

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

LIFE MEMBERSHIP £25 ORDINARY MEMBERSHIP £2 per annum

It would be greatly appreciated if members would help to simplify the collection of subscriptions by making payment 
by Banker’s Order, for which a form is provided.

Cheques or Postal Orders should be crossed, made payable to “Old Blackbumians’ Association” and sent to the 
Treasurer, Mr. F. Bury, 67 Queens Road, Blackburn.

PLEASE SEND THIS FORM TO YOUR BANK 

To: ..............................................................................

(Code No.) ........................................................

THIS ORDER CANCELS ANY PREVIOUS ORDER OR INSTRUCTIONS

On receipt of this Order and subsequently on the first day of AUGUST annually, until countermanded 
in writing by me, please pay to:

Lloyds Bank Ltd.,
Blackburn Branch,
Church St., Blackburn (30-90-87)

for credit of the Old Blackburnians’ Association, Account No. 0164258

the turn of

I  (

being my annual tubscrptiion

pounds)

Signature:

Date:

Name in full: 

Account No. 

Address

\

1
BLOCK

\ LETTERS

\
PLEASE

IT  WOULD BE HELPFUL IF YOU SEND THIS FORM TO THE TREASURER

I have today instructed.................................................................................. Bank Ltd.....................................................branch
to pay my annual subscription of £ 2  to Lloyds Bank Ltd., Blackburn Branch.

N am e.....................................................................................................................................................................................................

A ddress.................................................................................................................................................................................................

Period at School to


